
Participant Guide

Habit 3: Servanthood

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship.2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I 
say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do 
not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in 
our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in 
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

Romans 12:3-8

Discussion

In Romans 12, Paul starts talking about the acceptable worship to God. He emphasizes the importance 
of renewing our minds so that we can know and experience the good, acceptable and perfect will of 
God. What is interesting is what follows this introduction in verses 1 and 2. Paul talks about serving. He 
clearly connects the perfect will of God with his request to the church that they love and serve each 
other, holding each other in high regard.  

1.  Paul introduces his talk on servanthood talking about self-image. He recommends us to have 
a “sober” image of ourselves. What do you think that means?

2.  How is our self-image related to Paul’s request that we serve each other?

3. We hear a lot about spiritual gifts in the Christian world, and most of these teachings tell us 
that the receiver of the gift is the one who teaches, or exhorts, for example. This is not wrong, 
but it leads us to think of gifts primarily as some spiritual talent that every christian has. What if 
we thought of the ultimate gift receiver as the one who is in fact exhorted, or taught, or served.  
How would this change our attitude towards gifts and servanthood?

4. How can your community group be a place where you can practice mutual service? 

You can tell whether you are becoming a servant by how you act when people treat you like one. 
Gordon MacDonald 

The essence of gospel-humility is not thinking more of myself or thinking less of myself, it is thinking of myself less.
Tim Keller

If we don't find something greater than ourselves to serve, we will end up serving ourselves.
Author Unknown
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