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J ust a couple of weeks ago, I was shaken up a bit while approach-
ing a stop sign in my 21-year-old Chevy S-10 pickup truck.  The 

brake pedal went to the floor!  I’m sure my eyes widened, adrenaline 
flowed into my blood stream, my mind raced to comprehend what 
was wrong and what I needed to do, and I looked ahead to see if 
there was any oncoming traffic.  However, I was able to pump the 
brake pedal and it held enough to get the truck stopped.  By the 
grace of God what could have happened, didn’t….whew!   Why did 
that brake failure shake me for a few seconds?  Because what I had 

been able to count on thousands of times before let me down.  Trucks don’t last forever.  I 
know that but I wasn’t expecting it to fail when it did.   

    We also know that this world isn’t going to last forever either.  And yet when the things of 
this world that we’ve been able to count on for a long time fail us, we’re naturally shaken by it.  
For example: Terrorists infiltrated the United States and flew two airplanes into the World 
Trade Center Buildings and attempted to fly one into the Pentagon.  The stock market crash of 
2007-2008 was part of a global financial crisis that cost Americans 9.8 trillion in wealth in home 
values and retirement account losses (according to the September 10, 2018, Washington Post 
article, “A Guide to the Financial Crisis – 10 Years Later”).  At this time, we’re still living with 
the impact of COVID-19.  Some of the things of this world that we’ve been able to count on 
thousands of times have been shaken and let us down when we didn’t expect it.  And we don’t 
know how many more things of this world will fail us in the days ahead.   

    During times that shake us, Scripture points us to the promise of things that can be counted 
on.  They’re unshakeable things that God assures us we can rely on no matter what comes at 
us.   Unshakeable promises for our shakable times.   

                                                                                                                                                —Pastor Mike 
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M any of us see one another on Sunday morning before, after, and during Worship or 
Sunday School each week, but what is happening during the 8,640 minutes Monday 

through Saturday? For many, it is work as usual with limited time to spare! For students and 
those who work in the educational setting with more hours and minutes available during 
the summer for choices, it is about making choices of how to spend your free time during 
the summer. Even for those who work a full-time job throughout the year or those who are 
retired from a job, we, too, have choices to make about how to spend the time God has gifted 
us when we are at work or when we have some days away from work! The articles and pic-
tures feature ways and opportunities people at Mt. Nebo have chosen to use their God-given 
gift of time over the past two months. I hope you enjoy reading about how people have used 
their gift of time to share the Love of Jesus with others! 

Vacation Bible School 2021 

I t took over 30 adults and 10 youth helping with ‘all hands on deck’ 
to make this year’s VBS a week of learning Biblical truths through 

Bible story time, prayer and reflection time, crafts, snacks, outdoor 
games, science, and singing for the 67 children who came to VBS. In 
addition to those who were there each day, there was a group who cre-
ated and made the set for the stage and photo booth area. Plus another 
crew who cleared and set up the worship area so there was plenty of space for the activities 
during the week. Nearly 40 people from our congregation donated supplies used for crafts 
and snacks throughout the week! Hats off to all of those who made VBS a special time for 
those in our congregation plus others in the community! 

—Pictures continued on next page 

Hamersville Partner Church’s Back To School Backpack Event 
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—Continued on next page 

Nursing Home Outreach 

T wo Girl Scouts from the Mt. Nebo 
UMC congregation asked for 

help as they did an outreach at Ohio 
Valley Manor. Many in our congrega-
tion donated items for an activity cart that could be used with resi-

dents during the Scouts’ visits to the nursing home. We are grateful for people who have 
modeled serving for our youth, so they can share the love of Jesus in tangible ways with sen-
iors at Ohio Valley Manor! 
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—Pictures continued on next page 

Youth Mission/Outreach to Gatlinburg 

T hree youth and 2 adults went to the Gatlinburg, Tennessee, area to serve August 5th- 
8th.  The group worked with Smoky Mountain Resort Ministries to clear land for a 

trail near the ministry center site. They also prepared baskets of snacks and devotions to 
pass out to the workers as they arrived at Ober Gatlinburg on Saturday morning. These 
youth prayed for those working and visiting Ober Gatlinburg resort and helped lead wor-
ship (including special music) at 2 campground worship services on Sunday morning. Em-
ma Bruan, Esta Timmers, and Drew Fite set aside the comfort of the familiar to serve several 
underserved populations in the Smoky Mountain area; the working poor, the International 
Students who were there for the summer, and the senior population at the campground 
worship services. Another blessing was getting to see ministry needs and potential in an 
area we often consider only as a vacation spot to enjoy! A special thank you for the many at 
Mt. Nebo who supported this trip with their prayers. Yes, the group was able to have some 
fun along the way while working and got to enjoy an evening in the mountains plus a game 
of putt-putt and meals together, but the real joy was getting to reach out to those in the area 
with the Love of Jesus! 

 
 

                              

                                              Family Retreat Carnival Night 

M t. Nebo Youth and adults helped make the Carnival Night extra special during the 
weeklong family retreat in mid-July for families with children with disabilities. This 

was one of 2 retreats sponsored by Joni and Friends Ministry in Ohio this summer; we con-
sidered it a blessing to get the opportunity to serve!  30 of our youth and adults provided 
and manned carnival games, helped serve treats at the carnival fair such as cotton candy, 
popcorn, and ices; set up and used their talents for face painting, temporary tattoos, and 
chalk art areas! For many of the families at the Family Retreat it is one week out of the year 
where the whole family can go together with activities especially designed for all members 
of the family.  
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—Brenda Reed, Discipleship Coordinator 

 

Moms’ Luncheon 

J ulie Stratton, Lisa Davis, and Shelly Arn prepared and served a Mom’s Day Out Luncheon 
for the moms who were attending the Joni and Friends Family Retreat. How many of us 

wish we had a little time to be pampered? Just to have someone else be responsible for the 
details of our families for a short time while we enjoyed a lunch with adult company! Three 
women, with already busy schedules, took the time to make this special lunch a reality for 
moms of children with disabilities at the family camp. You know there are blessings received 
to people as they serve, getting to bring joy to others plus getting time away with others as 
you serve! 

 
Challenge for Fall 2021 

A s many folks’ schedules return to more structured time for families with school, sports, 
activities, etc., challenge yourself to find ways to serve others with the Love of Jesus! 

Some upcoming ways you might consider serving with others from Mt. Nebo are: 
    *Walk with the Mt. Nebo float at the Brown County Fair parade  
    *Decorate your car and pass out candy during Trunk and Treat at Hamersville School 
parking lot  
    *Help with the Drive Thru Nativity on December 21st  
    *Go with the youth as they take ‘Worship on the Road’ to Ohio Valley Manor in the fall 
    *Volunteer to help with one of the children or youth small groups at Mt. Nebo UMC 
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T here are small group opportunities for age 3 through 
adult between the 9 AM and 11 AM Worship Services 

each Sunday. This Sunday School hour is a great time to learn 
and grow in your faith with others in a small group setting. 
    Age 3 through 1st grade class is taught by Kristina Water-
field and meets in the Nursery. 
    2nd grade through 5th grade class is presently taught by 

Carol Ann King and meets in Classroom 1.           
    The MS/HS class meets in Classroom 2. This class is taught by Shelby Eubanks. 
    At present there are 2 adult classes: 
       -One in classroom 3 using weekly Sunday School materials led by Bonnie Oney. 
       -One in the kitchen led by Sue Craycraft. 
    If you are interested in helping with our Sunday School program as a teacher, substi-
tute, or would like more information about Sunday School, please speak to Brenda Reed, 
Discipleship Coordinator.  

Youth groups begin the week of September 12th. 
See schedule for details for each group. 
Older Youth (8th grade through high school) 

Meets twice a month on Sunday evening — 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
 Murphy Pavilion or Ministry Annex 

 
 

 
 

There will be devotions, fellowship and planning for our outreach activities. 

September October November December 

September 12 October 10 November 7 December 5 

September 26 October 24 November 21   

Grades 6-8 
Meeting every Wednesday 7:45 AM - 8:30 AM  

under the portico of Church building 
beginning Wednesday, September 15th. 
No meetings on September 22 and 29 

“See You at the Pole” Sept. 22nd — time TBA 
Then resume school year schedule October 8th. 
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Outreach Events for September and October 
    
 “See You at the Pole” - Wednesday, September 22nd – time for each school 
building TBA. 
 

    Brown County Fair Parade — Monday, September 27- Families are en-
couraged to walk with the Mt. Nebo Float in the Fair Parade. T-shirts may 
be ordered at the sign up table. 

 
    ’Worship on the Road’ at Ohio Valley Manor — Grades 6-12 — Sunday, 
October 3rd, at 1:30 PM. 
 

 

    Hamersville Trunk and Treat — Grades 8-12—Set Up and pass out  
Treats from a Trunk. 

A colytes fill a special role during worship services here at Mt. Nebo 
UMC. Acolytes bring the light of Christ into the worship center at the 

beginning of each worship service and carry the light of Christ out into the 
world at the end of each service. 
     This fall we are pleased to offer Acolyte training for those young peo-
ple who want to be part of the rotation of those who are Acolytes in our 
congregation. Young people who are in the 2nd grade or up and want to be 
an Acolyte will need to sign up for one of these training sessions. Those 
Acolytes who complete the training will then be scheduled with an Acolyte 
who is 4th grade or higher. 

     Please contact Brenda Reed, Discipleship Coordinator, to let her know which training 
your young person will attend.  

Thursday, September 9 at 6:30 PM  OR  Monday, September 20 at 6:00 PM 

 Grades 4-7 

T he 456 Small Group will meet from 4:30 PM—5:30 PM 
on Monday afternoons, beginning October 4th at the 

Murphy Pavilion, weather permitting, or in the Ministry An-
nex.  
NOTE- There are ways to get involved in outreach during 
September. Families with youth in 456 are encouraged to 
participate in “See You at the Pole” prayer event and walk 
with the Mt. Nebo Float in the Brown County Fair Parade on 
September 27th. 



Page 8 Volume 25,  I s sue 5 

A s a church family, we have opportunities to support and 
encourage young people as they grow in their faith and 

make decisions to put their faith in God and be a follower 
of Jesus. One of the ways Mt. Nebo UMC partners with 
parents as they help their children along this faith journey 
is to provide age-appropriate Bibles for our young people. 
Please plan to be there for both 3rd grade Bible Sunday 
and 8th grade Bible Sunday as yet another way we show our 
support to these young people and their families along their 
faith journeys. 

      3rd Grade Bible Sunday                             8th Grade Bible Sunday 
     Sunday, September 12                              Sunday, September 19 
9AM and 11AM Worship Service                   9AM and 11AM Worship Service 

L ast year families with children were invited to participate in 
monthly Family Nights! This fall’s FAMILY NIGHTS will be 

exciting! Each night will have its own theme and help families 
share the love of Jesus with others! 
 
 September 13—Jesus Rocks— We will have a short lesson 

about sharing faith, then each person will make a Kindness 
Rock. Once they have dried, the families will take their 
‘Kindness Rocks’ and put them in areas for others to find 
them; i.e. at the library, along the path at a park or play-
ground or around the courthouse. We know in our hearts 
that Jesus is our Rock and He wants us to share His Love 
through acts of Kindness to others! Paint and brushes will be supplied. There will 
also be rocks available but feel free to bring your own ‘smooth rocks’ to paint. 

 
 October 11—Attitude of Gratitude— The lesson will focus on the 10 that were 

healed and only one returned to say thank you. The craft for this month will focus 
on having an ‘Attitude of Gratitude”. 

 
 November 8—On a Mission for God— Families will work together to pack Operation 

Christmas Child shoe boxes with toys, clothes and personal care items. Operation 
Christmas Child is an outreach of the Billy Graham ministries and distributes filled 
shoe boxes with the message of Hope around the world. Everyone is invited to help!! 

 
 December 6—Preparing for Jesus— Watch for details about this in the November/ 

December newsletter.  
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Western Brown JROTC 

I t’s hard to believe 
that the fall season is 

beginning and we can 
look forward to the 
beautiful pictures God 
paints for us this time of 
the year!   
    We have yet to plan 

another Prime Timer event but are looking for-
ward to the  Annual Song Fest to be held at the 
Dunn’s home at their little Chapel on Saturday 
September 11th.  Beginning at 5 PM the Kenner 
Express will perform until the regular sched-
uled program begins at 6 PM. This is always a 
wonderful event, with some beautiful gospel 
hymns sung by those in attendance, as well as 
several guests sharing their talents with us.  As 
always, there will be food served at their picnic 
shelter afterwards so you won’t want to miss 
out on the “walking tacos” and desserts.  We 
hope that you will plan to attend this wonderful 
time of Christian fellowship with us. 
       We will keep you informed of any future 
Prime Timer events through the Sunday bulle-
tins. 
                                          —Bonnie Oney, Reporter 

T his dinner is offered to anyone relatively new to Mt. Ne-
bo United Methodist Church or anyone who wants to 

know more about the church.  Following an enjoyable meal, 
you will have the opportunity to learn about: Mt. Nebo’s 186 
year history, our mission and vision, ways you can connect 
through study, ways you can make a difference for God by 
serving, and learn about resources available to you. Contact the 
church office or go to the “Sign-Up Table” starting September 
19th to make your reservation. 

When: Tuesday, October 12, 2021,  6:30 – 7:45pm      
Where: Classroom Area 

Childcare and meal provided at no cost 

Sept. 5 – Closer to God’s Plan  

Sept. 12 – Closer to Jesus’ Return 

New Sermon Series:   “Unshakeable” 

Sept. 19 – Unshakable Faith 

Sept. 26 – Unshakeable Hope  

Oct. 3 – (Tracy Gibson)  
               Unshakeable Inheritance 

Oct. 10 – Unshakeable Joy 

Oct. 17 – Unshakeable Kingdom 

New Sermon Series:  “Gratitude” 

October 24 –  

November 21 — 
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    Caryl Hood, sister of Marilyn Kirk (Richard), passed 
away on July 4, 2021, at the age of 84. 
    Betty Jo Patten, mother of Sherry Reid, passed away on 
August 4, 2021, at the age of 93. 
    Stan Phillips,  brother of Linda Stove (Greg),  passed 
away on August 16, 2021, at the age of 77. 
 Our prayers and love go out to all their families and friends. 

FPU‐ Financial Peace University 
Sundays 6:00PM—7:30PM beginning September 12 
Class leaders at Mt. Nebo- Jacob and Sarah Clubb  

Meets in Classroom area of church or can arrange to meet via Zoom 

F PU is a nine-week lesson course that teaches you how to save 
for emergencies, pay off debt fast, spend wisely, and invest in 

your future. Face to face class will enjoy dinner together that is fur-
nished each Sunday during the 9-weeks. 

     Anderson Link Eldridge, was welcomed by parents, Dr. 
Keli Schram Eldridge and Josh Eldridge, on July 15, 2021. 
Anderson weighed 8 lbs. 7 oz. and was 20 1/4 inches.  He 
is also welcomed by grandparents, Guy and Kim Hopkins. 
    Beckham Levi Farrell, was welcomed by parents, Jake 

and Katie Farrell plus 2 sisters, on August 23, 2021.  Beckham weighed 6 lbs. 7 oz. and was 18 
1/4 inch. He is also the grandson of Troy and Amy Farrell and great grandson of Kay Casbar. 
    Easton Shane Rayburn, was welcomed by parents, Maddie Shepherd and Luke Rayburn, 
on August 27, 2021. Easton weighed 4 lbs. 15 oz. and was 18 inches. He is also welcomed by 
grandparents, Chris and Angela Shepherd, and great-grandparents, Harlan and Nancy 
Moore. 

Wednesday Morning Women’s Small Group Study 
Wednesdays 10:00AM—11:00AM beginning October 6 

Group leader- Linda Henry        Meets in Classroom area 

T he book of Psalms is well-known and well-worn. It is the Old Testament 
book most often quoted in the New Testament and its quotations can be 

found everywhere. Most of Scripture speaks to us, but the Book of Psalms 
speaks for us. Experience fresh connections to contemporary worship and de-
votional practices throughout this eight-session video-based study of the Book 
of Psalms by Sandra Richter. 
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                9:00 AM                                                                 
9/ 5   Nancy Moore                                              
9/12   Kathy Pollard/Jessica Kunkel      
9/19   Virgie Luck                                                  
9/26    Cara Wesley                                                               
10/3    Alyssa Eubanks                                      
10/10   Brenda Blair                                              
10/17   Natalie Cook                                             
10/24   Pat Cornett                                               
10/31   Heather Fite                                                              
 
               11:00 AM                                                                
9/ 5    Shelly Arn 
9/12   Jenny Flores/Alicia Ireton 
9/19   Linda Stover 
9/26   Tina Nolen 
10/3   Gail Frazier 
10/10  Jodi Keller 
10/17  Phyllis Colliver/Kanita Tackett 
10/24   Michelle Clark                                         
10/31    

Mortgage as of  
August 31, 2021: 

$471,122 

Heart to Heart  
Women’s Small Group  

Wednesdays 7:00PM—8:30PM 
beginning September 15 

Group leader- Elise Starkey 
Meets in Church Narthex 

 

She Did What She Could by Elisa Morgan 

B ased on the woman who anointed Jesus’ 
feet with expensive perfume in Mark 14, 

this book helps us understand it doesnʹt take 
grand gestures to accomplish what God wants 
us to do. It’s great to look at little things that 
make a big difference in God’s kingdom. 

S chool is underway 
and so is our Back-

pack Blessings Ministry. 
We are currently furnish-
ing food for 50 children at 
Hamersville School. Please 
keep these children and 

staff in your prayers. Here is a list of the items 
that we are giving out, so if you could help it 
will be very much appreciated. There is a bin 
behind the Welcome Center to deposit these 
items: Kool‐Aid Slammers, Granola Bars, 
Individual Mac & Cheese, Oatmeal packets, 
Small cans of soup, Nutri‐grain breakfast 
bars, Individual Ravioli, Pop tarts, Ramen 
noodles, Apple sauce, Gummy treats, Vien‐
na sausages, Peanut Butter cracker, Popcorn. 
    Thank you for your support and God bless. 
                                  —Virgie Luck, Coordinator  



     Invite Friends and Family to Worship! 
 
Service Times:  
9:00 AM  Worship with Piano and Hymns  
    Service inside and parking lot on 91.1 FM 
 
11:00 AM  Worship with  Band 
     Service inside and parking lot on 91.1 FM 
            

Videos of all services are  
offered on our website  

www.mtneboumvoh.com  
and on our YouTube channel 

(Mt. Nebo UMC). 
     Our Mission:                                                        
To Know Christ and Make Him Known 

Mt. Nebo United Methodist Church 
11693 St. Rt. 774 
Bethel, OH 45106 
Pastor Mike Starkey 
Phone: 937-379-1225 
Fax: 937-379-9038 


