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T he Christmas traditions of many families create significant 

amounts of wonderful drama.  I’m thinking of the kind of 

drama that comes from anticipating special things.  Here are exam-

ples of things that can create Christmas drama: plugging in a big 

light display for the first time (especially if you’re like Clark Gris-

wold), the arrival of out of town family or friends, waiting on a spe-

cial meal, anticipating gifts under the tree, and a surprise Christmas 

announcement of an engagement or an announcement of a new 

little one on the way.  All these special things can create Christmas 

drama.   

   My preaching theme this year for Advent and Christmas is "The 

Drama of Christmas." I plan to preach the familiar Scriptures about 

the birth of Christ.  It will focus on the drama of it all brought about 

by what God did and the people He chose to be part of it.  God worked through some unlikely 

and unusual characters to prepare the world for and deliver to the world The Savior, The Lord 

Jesus.  And since then, God has been bringing wonderful drama to every person who yields 

their lives to Jesus.  Even unusual and unlikely characters like you and me can anticipate God’s 

wonderful drama as we let Him bring about what He wants to do in and through us this 

Christmas Season and beyond!   

    “The Drama of Christmas” sermon series starts Sunday, December 1st.  Don’t miss it and ask 

God to put on your mind other unusual and unlikely characters to bring with you.     

                                                                                                                                                — Pastor Mike  
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W e just ended the first quarter of the school year and Back-

pack Blessings is off to a great start!  We currently serve 60 

children at Hamersville Elementary by sending home weekly food 

packs filled with small meals and snacks to get them through the 

weekend. Assembly of the packs is done at the school each month.  

The Junior National Honor Society helps with this, but we welcome 

anyone interested in being a part of this ministry. This is such a 

tremendous way to share God’s love to the youngest, and often 

neediest, members of our community! If you would like to help, 

please contact me, Melissa Stephen, and  I will let you know of our 

next packing event!  Thank you for all of your prayers and support! 

 November Item of the Month:  Individual small boxes of cereal 

December Item of the Month:  Juice boxes 

                                                                                                            —Melissa Stephen, Coordinator 

S ean and Katie Bailey, are the proud parents of Jennifer Carol 

Scott Bailey, as well as big brother, Noah. Jennifer was wel-

comed into this family on July 15, 2019, and weighed  7 lbs. 13 oz 

and was 20 inches long. Big brother, Noah, and grandmother, 

Mary Bailey, also welcomes Jennifer into their family.  

   Terry and Emily Schram, are the proud parents of Magnolia 

Scout Schram. Magnolia was born on October 11, 2019, and 

weighed 8 lbs. and was 20 1/2 inches long. Her proud grandpar-

ents are Guy and Kim Hopkins. 

    Roger Michael and Cheyenne Clark, are the proud parents of Harper Faye Clark. Harper 

was welcomed into this family on October 27, 2019, and weighed 9 lbs. 10 oz and was 21 

inches long. Harper is the granddaughter of Roger and Michelle Clark. 

C ecil Gibson, Jr., went to be with the Lord on Octo-

ber 24, 2019, at the age of 76. Cecil was the father 

of Cecil Gibson, III and his wife Tracy. 

Our prayers and love to the Gibson family and friends. 
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L ooking for a time and place to exercise?  Every 

Wednesday, Gail Erhardt will lead an hour long class 

which includes stretching, yoga postures, and breath work, 

all to contemporary Christian music. Gail meets the needs 

of each participant, no matter the skill level. 

Chair Holy Yoga will be offered at the church at 11:00 AM 

every Wednesday morning beginning November 13th. 

Chair yoga features poses so that they can be done while 

seated in a chair. These modifications make yoga accessible to people who cannot stand or 

lack the mobility to move easily from standing to floor positions. 

OR 

Plan to bring your mat and join Holy Yoga on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM in the Minis-

try Annex. When the weather is too cold or rainy for the outdoor setting, the session for 

Wednesday evening will be held in the Ministry Annex. 

B reakfast begins at 7:30 AM on Saturdays, November 9th and 

December 14th, followed by a time of worship and a speaker in 

the worship center. All men and boys are welcome to join us the 2nd 

Saturday of each month, so mark the dates on your calendar and plan 

to attend; always a hearty breakfast and time to listen to someone 

who shares a ‘God Story’ of how God has worked in their life or in 

the lives of those around them. Come join us for good food, great fel-

lowship, and a time to see how God is working in the lives of men at 

Mt. Nebo UMC. The kitchen is open around 6 AM for those who 

want to be part of the ‘cooking crew’ and we always welcome those 

who are willing to help following the breakfast for clean up.  For 

more information, please contact Dan Reed or Bill Henry. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://berettas.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Like-us-on-Facebook-Icon-300x93.jpg&imgrefurl=http://berettas.com.au/whats-on/&h=93&w=300&tbnid=JVGAFYU4VON1nM:&docid=2i3tUDvE1rDbCM&ei=CM7pVdS6DcW_ggSm9ry4CA&tbm=isch&
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Please note the 

changes in the  

schedules for JAM 

and Jr. JAM  

for November  

       and December. 
JAM and Jr. JAM will meet Mon-

day, November 4th and December 

2nd from 6:00  to 6:40 PM following 

the Christmas Play Practice. 

 

 

 

In addition to this, all those children in JAM and Jr. JAM are in-

vited to partner with the 4th, 5th and 6th grade youth and par-

ents for a Shoe Box Ministry packing event on Tuesday, Novem-

ber 19th, at Mt. Nebo beginning at 6:00 PM. 

—Continued on next page 

Operation Christmas Child Night 

Tuesday, November 19th at 6:00 PM 
 

O n Tuesday, November 19th, all children, ages 3 through 

6th grade and their parent (or grandparent) are invited 

to bring the gift items needed to pack one or two shoeboxes for 

Operation Christmas Child. We have preprinted boxes here at 

the church to be used for our boxes that evening. Details about 

types of items to include and not include in the boxes can be 

found at https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas

-child/pack-a-shoe-box/ 

Before we pack our boxes, we will watch a short video about 

Operation Christmas Child. Each family represented will write 

a note to include in their box and the group will pray for the children who will receive these 

boxes. We will celebrate that evening with Christmas treats as we pack the boxes. There will 

be a sign up sheet in the Narthex so we can make sure we have enough packing boxes and 

treats for the evening.  

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/
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Continued on next page 

4-5 is a small group for 4th and 5th graders. 
4-5 will meet the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Monday from  

4:30—5:30 PM, throughout the school year. 
Together the group will grow in their faith, work to-
gether to help and serve others so they feel the 
Love of Christ, and have lots of fun together. This 
year the group will be learning scripture to help them in their faith walk with a 
Black Belt Bible Study. 
NOTE- Since Mt. Nebo is in the Western Brown School District, we will follow their school 
schedule, so, if Western Brown School is closed, we will not meet. 

Youth Progressive Dinner 

A ll youth**, 6th grade and up, are invit-

ed to be part of the Youth Christmas 

Progressive Dinner. We will meet at the 

church at 4:30 PM to begin our journey 

through a 4-course meal as we travel to 

different houses. Any family of the church 

interested in hosting a course, please contact 

Brenda Reed by November 17th. Details about the event date, permission ships, and travel 

plans will be available by Sunday, November 24th. This is a great opportunity to celebrate the 

Christmas season and have lots of fun and fellowship along the way!  

Hosting a course or volunteering to drive is a great way to serve and help celebrate with the 

youth!  

**NOTE: All youth must have a notarized emergency medical form on file to travel for this 

event. Please see Brenda Reed if you have any questions. 
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—Brenda Reed,  Discipleship Coordinator 

T o honor our veterans, Mt. Nebo United Methodist Church Youth will be hosting a Vet-

erans’ Day Dinner Tuesday, November 12th at 6:30 PM. The Mt. Nebo Youth invite all 

veterans and a guest to a special dinner and to recognize them for their service to our coun-

try. Please feel free to extend this invitation to those in our community, including infor-

mation on details about the RSVP. 

Please RSVP by Sunday, November 10th, to the church office at 937-379-1225 if you plan to 

attend. Please let them know your name, branch of the military and the name of your guest. 

 

“Christmas Snapshots” 
Sunday, December 15th at 7:00 PM 

 
     We often picture what it must have been like to have 
been there in Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’s birth—
Mary and Joseph coming to Bethlehem to be counted for 
the census—the shepherds tending their sheep in the 
field—the angels proclaiming the birth of the Christ 
child—a stable filled with animals….. Come celebrate the 
birth of Jesus as we give you a snapshot view of what it 
must have been like that very first Christmas. Make 
plans to join us on December 15th at 7 PM as children 
and youth present “Christmas Snapshots”! 

 
*Christmas Program Practice* 

All children and youth through grade 6 are welcome to be part of the cast for this year ’s 
Christmas Program, “Christmas Snapshots”. Practices will be held on Mondays or Tuesdays 
throughout November and early December. CDs of the music will be available for the fam-
ilies participating at the first practice. 

Monday, Nov. 4, 5:00 PM- 6:00 PM---Monday, Nov. 11, 5:30 PM- 6:30 PM 
Monday, Nov. 18, 5:30 PM- 6:30 PM---Tuesday, Nov. 26, 5:30 PM- 6:30 PM 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, 5:30 PM- 6:30 PM---Tuesday, Dec. 10, 5:30 PM- 6:30 PM 
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Want a Great Start to Your Day? 

T here is a Women’s Study group that will meet each 

Tuesday morning at 7 to 8 AM at the church. This 

study group is led by Kristine Brookover. This fall the 

group will be studying Women of the Old Testament. 

Each week the group will focus on a different woman of 

the Bible to provide spiritual insights and lessons through 

their lives. 

P lease join us for this simple but 
powerful ministry to the shut-ins 

connected to Mt. Nebo UMC. We will 
deliver small gifts and sing carols. 
And most importantly, we will deliv-
er the gift of the love of Christ given 
as we take His presence with us. We 
will meet at the church building Tues-
day, December 17, at 6:00 PM.   

Mt. Nebo’s first and second services will come together to enjoy a 

Thanksgiving Dinner following the second service. Bring your favor-

ite side dish and/or dessert to share and Mt. Nebo will supply the 

meat, drinks and tableware. Look for a sign up sheet to enter what 

side dish you plan to bring. The date will be set at a later time, so 

watch the Sunday bulletins. 
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ANSWER ON PAGE 15 
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—Bonnie Oney, Reporter 

              Prime Timers Celebrate Fall 

 

O n September 7th, “A Joyful Noise Unto the Lord” was heard from 

Lynn and Arminta Dunn’s little chapel on their property.  For the 

past several years they have generously hosted a song-fest as a Prime Tim-

ers’ annual fall event.  A wonderful time was had by the many that attend-

ed and we all were blessed by the special talents shared by some of the spe-

cial guests.  

    The service was followed by all joining together for a festive meal of 

“Walking Tacos” and desserts.  We thank The Dunn’s for hosting the event 

and all who participated to make this such a special and meaningful even-

ing.   

       The Prime Timers event was canceled for October, but we look forward 

to our Thanksgiving Gathering at the church, on Friday, November the 8th  

at 6PM.  The meat, mashed potatoes, rolls, and drinks will be provided by 

those hosting the event.  Those planning to attend are asked to bring a cov-

ered dish or dessert. This is always a fun event!  Come join us as we count 

our blessings together. 

  This year the Prime Timers’ Christmas event will be held at the 

church. Watch for the date and time to be announced. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 

2nd.  Monday of  Month, 6—7 pm, Narthex 
 

Men’s Shoulder to Shoulder Share Group 

    Contact Chris Erhardt for more information 
 

Women’s Early Morning Group Study 

Tuesdays, 7 am, church 
 
 

Women’s Heart to Heart Share Group 

Wednesdays, 7—8:30 pm, Narthex 
  

Holy Yoga (beginners group) 

Wednesdays, 7:30 pm,   
Ministry Annex 

 

Verna Mae’s Home Bible Study 

Thursdays, 3:00  pm, Verna Mae Marks’ home 
 

Women’s Hand to Hand Emmaus Share Group 

Saturdays, 8:45—10 am, Ministry Annex 
 

Men’s Breakfast For The Soul Group 

2nd Sat. of each month, 7:30—9 am, church 
 

Chair Holy Yoga 

Wednesdays, 11 am, Ministry Annex 

(beginning November 13th) 

The Promise of the Future 

A nursing home resident who 

longed for fresh Georgia peaches 

discovered a pit overlooked in his 

serving of canned fruit. In an old 

coffee can, he planted the stone, 

which sprouted! The man gave the 

small tree to friends to plant. Years 

later, the peaches were so abundant 

the neighbors had to give some 

away.  

 

Lila Docken Bauman recounts this 

story for the Christian Century, say-

ing the man who took that gamble 

“did not live to see [it] grow into the 

tree that ultimately produced this 

harvest. But when he looked at that 

pit years ago he saw the promise of 

fresh fruit. … ‘Who despises the day 

of small things?’ asks the prophet 

Zechariah. It’s in those small things 

that the promise of the future rests.”  

 

Just so, some 2,000 years ago, in a 

small baby born in a tiny town — 

both seemingly inconsequential — 

rested “the promise of the future” 

— the salvation of the whole world. 
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The Man Who Forgot to Buy 

 a Turkey for Thanksgiving 
 

I t's the day before Thanksgiving, and the 

butcher is just locking up when a man 

begins pounding on the front door. 

"Please let me in", says the man desperately. 

"I forgot to buy a turkey, and my wife will 

kill me if I don't come home with one". 

   "Okay", says the butcher. "Let me see what 

I have left". He goes into the freezer and 

discovers that there's one last scrawny tur-

key left. He brings it out to show the man. 

   "That one is too skinny. What else you 

got?" says the man. 

   The butcher takes the bird back into the 

freezer and waits a few minutes, and brings 

the same turkey back out to the man. 

   "Oh, no", says the man, "that one doesn't 

look any better. You better give me both of 

them!" 

An Industrious Turkey Farmer 

 

A n industrious turkey farmer was al-

ways experimenting with breeding to 

perfect a better turkey. His family was fond 

of the leg portion for dinner and there were 

never enough legs for everyone. 

   After many frustrating attempts, the 

farmer was relating the results of his efforts 

to his friends at the general store get togeth-

er. "Well I finally did it! I bred a turkey that 

has 6 legs!" 

   They all asked the farmer how it tasted. 

   "I don't know", said the farmer. "I never 

could catch him!" 
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November—TBA 

December—Jim Luckadoo & Joyce Barger 

To volunteer as a Greeter and Usher  

for the 9 am service,  

please contact Harlan Moore. 

Mortgage as October 31, 2019: 

$517,766 

Have you downloaded  

the new church directory  

on your devices yet? Go to 

www.InstantChurchDirectory.com

/app and follow directions. Only 

those in the directory can access 

your information. Call or email 

Nancy Moore for help and to 

change or add to the directory. 

Answer to Bible Quizzes on Page 15 

When: Saturday, November 23rd 
Time: 9:00am to Noon 
Where: Mt. Nebo’s Ministry Annex 
 
Please donate your gently used winter outer-
wear or a monetary donation can be made to 
purchase needed items. 
There are boxes in the Narthex for you to 
place your items. 
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                          9:00 AM                                                                    11:00 AM   

                                                        November 
11/3    Jennah Eubanks/Gracie Zuech              Dani Tackett/Emmaline Starkey 

11/10  Camryn Graham/Leah Waterfield       Ava Evans/Dani Tackett 

11/17  Abby Chirco/Leah Waterfield               Jayden Edminsten/Branson Gartner 

11/24  Gracie Zuech/Abby Chirco                   Addison Brossenne/Kenna Stratton 

                                                         December                                                              
12/1     Jennah Eubanks/Brooke Kunkel        Emmeline Starkey/Jayden Edminsten 

12/8     Leah and Logan Waterfield                Branson Gartner/Addison Brossenne 

12/15   Camryn Braham/Gracie Zuech          Kenna Stratton/Ava Evans 

12/22   Jennah Eubanks/Abby Chirco            Brooke Kunkel/Emmaline Starkey 

12/29   Brooke Kunkel/Camryn Graham       Jayden Edminsten/Dani Tackett 

                         9:00 AM              11:00 AM 

                                    November 
11/3  Pre-K    Alyssa Eubanks   Tina Nolen 

         1-3          Linda Stover        Jenny Flores          

11/10 Pre-K    Kristi Hansel        

          1-3         Lori Sams             Ginny Pollard  

11/17 Pre-K   Tabitha Chirco     Gail Frazier 

          1-3        Heather Fite          Brenda Reed 

11/24 Pre-K   Pat Cornett            Emily Myers 

         1-3         Kelly Day              Abby Clark 

 

                        9:00 AM                  11:00 AM 

                                     December 
12/1   Pre-K    Alyssa Eubanks   A.& M. Shepherd 

          1-3         Virgie Luck           Jenny Flores 

12/8  Pre-K    Kristi Hansel         Erin Edminsten               

          1-3         Lori Sams              Alicia West 

12/15 Pre-K    T. & S. Wesley      Kelly Hahn     

           1-3        K. Brookover        Gail Frazier 

12/22  Pre-K   Tabitha Chirco     Diana Starkey 

           1-3        Kelly Day               

12/29  Pre-K   Carol Ann King   Tina Nolen 

           1-3        Brenda Reed         Shelly Arn 

NOTE: During the 9 AM service, Logan Waterfield will bring the Christ Light out of the service during 

the closing chorus. 

During the 11 AM service, the acolyte who is in middle school will bring the Christ Light out of the 

service during the last song. 
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              9:00 AM                     11:00 AM 

                       November 
11/3  Theresa Conaty  I. Hicks & T. Conaty 

11/10 K. Waterfield     Emily & Josh Meyer 

11/17 Theresa Conaty T. Nolan & M. McKinzie 

11/24 A. Eubanks        Kim & Brooklyn O’Hara 
          

Answer to Bible Quizzes on Page 13                

Top—B (See Matthew 5:3)                                             

Bottom—D (See Matthew 2:13  

         9:00 AM                     11:00 AM  

                   December 
12/1   Theresa Conaty   N. & P. Massengill 

12/8   K. Waterfield        L. Wash & T. Conaty 

12/15  Theresa Conaty   Amy Timmers & Esta 

12/22  Alyssa Eubanks   E. & J. Edminsten 

12/29  Theresa Conaty    S. & M. Kirk 

ANSWER FROM PUZZEL ON PAGE 8 

“Jesus Didn’t Say That” series continues 

Nov. 3 – Don’t Make Judgements 

Nov. 10 – Money Is the Root of All Evil 

Nov. 17 – God Helps Those Who Help       

                  Themselves 

Nov. 24 – Tracy Gibson / Empowered  

                  Ministries Band 

 

New Series: The Drama of Christmas 

Dec. 1 – Two Old Timers 

Dec. 8 – A Teenage Girl 

Dec. 15 – A Skeptic 

Dec. 22 – Ministering Spirits 

Christmas Eve – Blue Collar Workers 

Dec. 29 – Star Gazers 



     Invite Friends and Family to Worship! 

 

Service Times:  

9:00 - 10:00 AM  Worship with Hymns   

             (Children’s Church)                              

10:15 - 11:00 AM  Sunday School Program   

             Heart Shapers (Pre-School - 5th grade)  

             Middle School and High School 

             Adult Classes    

11:00 - 12:00 PM  Worship with  Band 

             (Children’s Church)  

 

         *Nursery  Provided  at  9:00 & 11:00  

      

Our Mission:                                                                                                 
To Know Christ and Make Him Known 

Mt. Nebo United Methodist Church 

11693 St. Rt. 774 

Bethel, OH 45106 

Pastor Mike Starkey 

Phone: 937-379-1225 

Fax: 937-379-9038 


