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PRESBYTERY of SANTA BARBARA 

October 29, 2020 
 
Greetings from Tom Stephen, 
 
On November 10th, we will be one week past the national elections – by then we should know who our next 
President will be.   We will also know the make up of Congress.   
 
What changes do you expect will happen in our county as a result of the election on Nov. 3?   What changes 
might occur in your local community?   
 
In a year in which we have faced a multiplicity of unexpected changes, I found myself looking for words of 
encouragement and hope.  I think I found them.  Check out this verse of scripture from Hebrews 13:15-16 
 
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise--the fruit of lips that confess his 
name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
 
Even in 2020, there are two things that never change:  
 

➢ We were made to praise God with our lips for who God is and what God continues to do in people’s 
lives. 

➢ We were made to care for others and to share with them all the blessings we have received.  
 
Love God – Love Others.  Everything is built of these two unchangeable principles.  
 
And on November 10th at 2pm we’ll put the principles of loving God and loving others into practice virtually at 
Presbytery – it’s going to be a great meeting. In fact, at this meeting there will be a series of things that 
happen in twos, check this out:  
 

➢ You’ll meet and examine two new pastors to become a part of our Presbytery. 
➢ You’ll hear about two events to help us engage in discussion and action with racial tension in our 

county (one on November 15 and another in January). 
➢ You’ll hear from the Stated Clerk of our Synod and the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly – bonus, 

you’ll even hear from our own Stated Clerk, Sandy Thoits.  
➢ We will also have two distinct times of worship – we’ll begin the meeting with prayer and then end the 

meeting with communion. 
 
I am super stoked to be with you again as Moderator as we follow the two commands that Jesus highlighted 
as the most important – loving God with all that we have and loving our neighbor.  
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Looking forward to seeing you on Zoom.   Be sure to invite your whole Session. While you’ll only have a couple 
commissioners, Zoom is an excellent way for folks to experience Presbytery without having to drive.    
 
Take care and God bless, 
 
Tom 
 
Rev. Tom Stephen 
Moderator of the Presbytery of Santa Barbara 
Pastor, Monte Vista Presbyterian Church.  
 


