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I became a Christian through the youth ministry of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Burbank, California. The church and the people who cared for me there were a safe haven 
as my parents’ marriage was ending, and it was through the tangible love of these saints 
that I came to understand the love of God in my life. My home church supported me 
through my training in seminary, giving me opportunities to identify and sharpen my gifts 
for ministry. I was ordained as an elder, and then as a Minister of Word and Sacrament, on 
the same spot where I was baptized as a child in that church. My journey in Christian 
service has taken me from the church to Christian non-profit work, and back to pastoral 
ministry. 
 
Here is how I express my Christian faith.  
 
I believe that the Jesus of the Christian gospels is the Messiah, the one sent from God as a 
fulfilment of his promises and a demonstration of his love and mercy to his fallen people. 
This savior’s death on the cross offers forgiveness to all who believe, and his resurrection 
shows his power over all things. God, who reveals himself to us through Scripture in the 
relationship between Father, Son and Holy Spirit, calls us into restored relationships with 
him, with ourselves, with each other and with the earth.  
 
To be a Christian is to recognize our need for Christ and to offer ourselves to him fully, no 
matter what we have said or done or even believed before coming to him in faith. Such is 
his complete and perfect love for us, and such is the call on our lives to be examples of that 
love to those in need.  
 
As Christians we are called to be agents of Christ’s atoning work in every time and place. 
We are to live and share the message of reconciliation with a broken world, and to work for 
peace and justice among all of God’s people. We are called to love as Christ loved—to serve 
as Christ served—caring for even the ‘least’ among us. We are not saved through this work, 
but it is in and through this work that our salvation becomes an authentic expression of the 
gospel message.  
 
That message is lived out and deepened within the context of the church, which is built on a 
foundation of Jesus Christ and expressed through fellowship, worship, discipleship and 
mission. It is through the sacraments of baptism and Communion, in the context of 
Christian community, that we experience and share in the mystery of God’s love for us.  
It is this Body of Christ where we build supportive and challenging relationships, offer 

ourselves in praise, grow in our knowledge and understanding of God as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, and serve the world as agents of the gospel. 


