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1. Please include a short bio introducing yourself.
My name is Jenifer Gordon Rabenaldt. I am the Director of Christian
Education/Office Manager at First Presbyterian Church San Luis Obispo.
I am fortunate enough to have grown up in this Church and became a
member when I was 12 years old. I have served in many capacities. I
am an ordained Ruling Elder at First Presbyterian Church San Luis
Obispo and have served two terms two different times. I am very
proud of my current position as Director of Christian Education/Office
Manager and take it very seriously. Christian Education is a passion of
mine and I enjoy sharing that passion with all ages. I am currently in
the process of becoming a Certified Christian Educator. I have
completed all my course work and the next step is to complete my final
project. I pride myself on being a detail person and being able to see
the big picture all at the same time. This has proven to be an asset in
all that God allows me to do while I serve God’s Church here in San
Luis Obispo.

2. Describe your relationship with Jesus Christ and its effect on your life.
My relationship with Jesus Christ is solid and has been my whole
life. I have been a life long Christian and Presbyterian. You might say I
was born that way as my Mom went into labor with me at a Church
potluck.
I start and end everyday in conversation with Jesus. I am humbled by
the grace and mercy we are so freely given. There has been a lot of
loss and disappointment for me the past few years and Jesus has
given me the strength I needed, just when I needed it, to not only
survive but get to the other side. Get to the other side even stronger
than I was before. I credit Jesus with everything life has thrown my
way. Good and not so good. Jesus has been with me through it all. I
accept my shortcomings and try to acknowledge my gifts to pursue
what Jesus has planned for my life today, tomorrow and forever. People
have seen me struggle but they have never seen me give up. I try to
lead by example. I believe leadership is not about me being the best, it’s



 about helping everyone be better. Jesus has a plan for all of us and I   
 love to help others see and acknowledge that. Jesus has gifted me with 
 a good gut and listening ears. Everyday I love God and then love    
 people. I accept what Jesus has given me and never try to be fancier   
 than I am. 

 I rely on the Father, Son and Holy Spirit everyday and look forward to   
 sharing what gives me strength. 

3. How do the Bible and the Confessions guide and influence your views? 
 For me, the Bible has been a fluid document that has helped me and   
 will continue to help me at every stage of my life. The bible and    
 confessions have helped and confused me. While reading and studying   
 the Bible and Confessions I have felt loved and validated. I have lots of 
 questions all the time and have been blessed to have mentors around   
 me to discuss all of that with. I remember learning the Bible stories   
 from my Grandma at a young age. I remember questioning those stories 
 while in my teens and early adulthood and now I am amazed daily at   
 the lessons we learn from the them. I will never stop wondering and   
 learning about the Bible and understanding the confessions. Applying   
 the teachings from both to my daily life is a priority. And when I can   
 share that with others - it’s a good day.


4. What do you believe the role of the church is in today’s world, and how have 
you been involved? 

 I’m sure every generation has thought the Churches role in the world   
 in their time was more important than ever. As the world is today, with   
 instant information through technology etc. I believe the role of the   
 Church is more important than ever. We need to seek to be informed,   
 stay informed and really listen to and accept everyone for who they   
 are. Guide them when necessary, realize everyone has something to   
 share no matter what stage of life they are in. I believe the Church has 
 a beautiful opportunity to teach love and show what that looks like on    
 many levels. It means having the conversations, even if those    
 conversations are hard. It means asking questions and listening, really   
 listening to the answers. It means acknowledging that we are not all   
 going to agree on everything and that’s ok. The Church in todays world   
 should be about what God intended it to be about always - God. God is   



 the the focus and center and we need to remember that in everything   
 we do. Church isn’t about me, it’s not about you, it’s about God and   
 following Gods direction for the body with God as the head.

 I have been involved mostly through education, for all ages. Trying to   
 be a presence that loves and accepts all - even when it’s hard. I am   
 blessed to participate with all ages. Nursery through Older Adults. I   
 learn more from them every week than I’m sure they do from me. But,   
 I very much enjoy being the conversation starter, and hopefully    
 knowing enough to answer questions as they come up.

 Recently I have been very engaged in finding out how things work and   
 why. Referring to governance locally, regionally and nationally. I believe 
 it’s important to have that knowledge and be part of it in order to   
 truthfully share what we, as the PCUSA stand for and hope to    
 accomplish as the Church, Gods Church. And then sharing that    
 knowledge with anyone who will listen. 

5. Please confirm that you will be available to report at a Presbytery meeting 
following the General Assembly and will keep in contact to answer questions 
about the G.A. from churches and Presbytery committees in the future. 

 I confirm that I will be available to report at a Presbytery meeting   
 after GA and will be available for questions as they come up.


Sincerely,

Jen



