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 My personal faith is difficult to write down.  Words cannot fully describe the greatness of 
God and the abundance of grace and love and holiness and righteousness that is of God.  I am 
also aware that words are all we have, so here I go. 
 I watched my children emerge from my wife’s womb and knew with every fiber of my 
being that those miracles of life could only be created in the crucible of God’s love.  I sat with a 
family mourning the loss of a son, a brother, who took his own life and knew it was only God’s 
grace that could begin any healing.  I am invited into people’s joys and sorrows and into the rest 
of their lives because somehow the Spirit of God connects us in love.  I believe God loves 
fellowship and that the mystery of the Trinity proves that. 
 I believe in One, True God who created and continues to create the universe and all that is 
in it.  God exists as Three and yet is One.  I do not claim to understand how this is possible, but 
believe that with God all things are possible.  However to be true to God’s self God exists as a 
community.  I believe that part of being made in God’s image means that humanity is called to 
exist in community too. 
 But, humanity is broken, sinful, hateful, vengeful, prideful, and much more that has 
marred and continues to mar the image in which we were made.  Our structures, our societies, 
our cultures, our families, indeed our churches are all broken because they are made, in part, with 
human hands.  Yet God refuses to leave us alone.  The God who exists as community wants us to 
be a part of the community of God.  God continues to enter into the chaotic mess we make and 
be with us and call us to a better way. 
 I believe that God entered into space and time as a human being to show us just how far 
God will go to be with us.  This person was Jesus of Nazareth and through the mystery of God is 
fully human and fully divine.  He lived the reality of God’s Shalom and embodied the way that 
God wills for humanity.  This way is a life of service instead of power, love instead of violence, 
care for the least of people, and such unity with God that we can call God, “Abba.”  However 
this way is at odds with the broken world sinful humanity has created, and we abandoned, 
betrayed, and killed Jesus because in the light of his love our darkness was threatened.  But, 
God’s love cannot be defeated, and Jesus is risen from the dead.  In his death and resurrection I 
believe that the power of sin and death were defeated forever and that the doors to the Kingdom 
of God were opened to us. 
 I believe that Jesus ascended into heaven, that he will come again, and that the Holy 
Spirit has been poured upon us in order that we may continue to be remade into the image in 
which we were made as we wait for Jesus to return.  God has given us the Holy Scriptures as 
God’s own Word.  It is a living Word that still speaks to us through the grace and power of the 
Holy Spirit who is with us.  It is this Word that enlightens us to the joy of Christ.  It is this Word 
that tells us about the abundant life we are called to become.  It is this Word that tells us Jesus 
gave us the sacraments of Baptism and Communion which we do in community as symbols of 
the grace that God gives to us.  And it is this Word that promises us that one day God’s Shalom 
will reign, and that on that day we will be with God in the perfect community God has always 
destined for us.


