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1. Please include a short bio introducing yourself.    

 

Rebecca and I have 3 lovely children aged 7, 10, and 13. Rebecca is a NICU 

nurse at St. John’s Hospital in Oxnard, and is the real minister in the family.  I 

serve as Designated Pastor at Emmanuel Pres. in Thousand Oaks and have been 

serving there since 2009. I am the son of a guitar builder, and a stay-at-home 

theologian.  

 

I am an INTP, Enneagram 4, and my StrengthsFinder results are: connectedness, 

adaptability, empathy, maximizer and belief.  

 

I attended Azusa Pacific University for my undergraduate studies and received a 

degree in English with a teaching concentration. I completed an MA in English at 

Cal State Northridge and an MDIV at Azusa Pacific’s Graduate School of 

Theology.  

 

My interests include competitive e-sports, drumming, the Los Angeles Dodgers, 

reading, cooking, and boutique hot sauce. 

 

 

2. Describe your relationship with Jesus Christ and its effect on your life. 

 

Jesus is simultaneously the most compelling and most infuriating person in my 

life. It is a tumultuous relationship. When I see how Jesus treated, advocated for, 

and called broken and desperate people to himself, I am undone. I get lost in the 

magnitude of his mercy and there is no recovering from it. On my best days, I am 

mindful of that love and how it is available to me.  When I operate out of the 

security I have in Christ, I am more loving, more compassionate, more 

understanding, and more attuned to the Spirit.  

 

On my bad days, Jesus’ radical call for enemy love, forgiveness, selflessness, and 

dependence on him feel like tall orders. It’s frustrating to default to compassion 

when wronged. It’s disorienting to realize that revenge, accumulation, envy, or 



esteem will never satisfy. And yet, every single time I take Jesus up on his offer 

for counter cultural behavior – every single time – he meets me in that place and 

transformation takes place.  

 

 

3. How do the Bible and the Confessions guide and influence your views? 

Scripture is still so captivating, mesmerizing, and baffling to me. The richness 
of it never escapes me. I love that I can revisit a passage, parable, or epistle 
for what feels like the hundredth time, and still find something new. 
Scripture guides me, invites me to get lost in God’s story, and corrects me 
when I lose sight of reality.  
 

I believe that we need to be incredibly mindful and cautious that our 
readings of scripture do not simply reinforce what we already know. Jesus is 
the living Word, and our interpretations of Scripture must always align with 
the compelling narrative of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 
 
The Confessions offer an incredible glimpse into tradition, moments in the 
history of the Church, and the trajectory of theological responses to specific 
cultural contexts. The Confessions are like a roadmap of where we have been, 
how we have behaved, and gives us solid footing as we step into who God is 
calling us to become.  

 

 

4. What do you believe the role of the church is in today’s world, and how have 

you been involved? 

 
Anne Lamott famously wrote, “It is just mortifying to be a Christian, except 
for the Jesus part.” I feel this in my bones.  
 
I would have answered this question differently pre-Covid, pre-George Floyd, 
and before the 2016 and 2020 political cycles. The Church is called to be a 
witness. And it certainly has been, but I’m not certain it has been a witness to 
Jesus. It is by our love, not our lines in the sand, not our allegiance to a 
political party, our name calling, or the assertion of our wills, that they shall 
know we are Christians. It is by our love.  
 
Prior to the current tumult, I would have said the role of the Church is to go, 
to all people, baptizing them and teaching them discipleship to Jesus. But 
now, I think the role of the church is realignment with Jesus’ values. In 
today’s world, the role of the Church is to listen, learn, relearn, and repent of 
all the ways it hasn’t been Christ’s Church.  
 

I have been involved in this process with great intention over the last 2+ years. It 

is very difficult to change, or become something new, by listening to voices you 

already agree with. My books shelves are full of famous white male authors: NT 



Wright, Dallas Willard, Bonhoeffer, Bruner, you name it. Almost all of my 

commentaries are also written by straight white men. So for the last two years I 

dedicated all my reading to voices I hadn’t been paying enough attention to: 

female, people of color, or queer. These marginalized voices have led me into a 

deeper love and understanding of Jesus. I’ve never had more faith or hope in the 

Church.  

 

 

5. Please confirm that you will be available to report at a Presbytery meeting 

following the General Assembly and will keep in contact to answer questions 

about the G.A. from churches and Presbytery committees in the future. 

 

Yes I confirm.  


