
SANTA MARIA DESIGNATED FUND 
AMOUNT: $240,000 

 
 

On October 30, 2012 the Presbytery of Santa Barbara voted the amount of 
$600,000.00 be “placed in trust to provide resources for future ministry in the 
City of Santa Maria up to and including a New Church Development. If not used 
for this purpose within a maximum of ten years these funds shall then become 
available for other uses by the Presbytery of Santa Barbara, as guided by the 
presbytery’s Church Development Committee.” 
 
As of October, 30, 2022 the ten year boundary has ended. 
The remaining amount in the Santa Maria Designated Fund is $240, 000.00 
 
During the ten year period, many conversations have taken place regarding 
starting a ministry in Santa Maria. Both Nipomo Community Presbyterian 
Church and Mission Street Church received funds to partner together in a 
ministry to reach the people of Santa Maria, especially the Mixtec population. 
A video documentary of the former church was made by Mission Street Church 
as requested. The outreach program was very helpful and meaningful during its 
duration. With Rev. Eugenia Gamble’s retirement and subsequent move and the 
leader of the outreach also moving from the area, the outreach program has 
ceased and is no longer active. 
 
No other leadership has come forward and based on recent conversations, there 
is no one coming forward with leadership or direction for a new ministry or 
church plant in Santa Maria. Our multiple conversations led us to determine 
that the general consensus is there is not the energy or human power to 
undertake something new in Santa Maria and the Holy Spirit is not leading us in 
that direction. 
 
Due diligence has been done with investigative conversations involving multiple 
pastors and leaders. At this point, the Church Development Committee is in 
alignment with not asking to extend the clause to continue to hold the Santa 
Maria Designated Fund for the purpose of ministry only in the Santa Maria  
area. Our decision is to let that specific designation end. 
 



In the spirit that the people of the former Santa Maria Presbyterian Church 
intended the funds to be used, the Church Development Committee began to 
discuss how the remaining money could be of benefit to our existing 20 
churches and 5 existing worship communities.   
 
The Church Development Committee, after much discussion, resolved 
unanimously to recommend that the monies from the Santa Maria Fund be 
utilized in two distinct areas. The first area would be to bolster the 
Revitalization Fund, to be used at an unknown future point to support the 20 
existing churches, and second area would be to financially support the existing 
worship communities.   
 
The Church Development Committee brings before you 3 motions: 

Motion 1 

Whereas, the designations on the Santa Maria Fund are removed due to 
expiration of the time restriction; 
 
RESOLVED, that the balance of the Santa Maria Fund now be distributed as 
follows: 

 $150,000 to the Revitalization Fund 

 $90,000 to the newly established Presbytery Communities Fund 

 Any residual balance of the Santa Maria Fund be consolidated into the 
undesignated General Operating Fund 

Motion #2 

Whereas, the Presbytery Communities Fund is a new fund designated as to time 
and use; 
 
RESOLVED, that an amount of $90,000 be designated as to use and time such 
that it be divided equally between the five now-existing worship communities 
(Safe Harbor, Resurrection, Church in the Park, The Way Station and Esperanza 
Viva). The amount of $6,000 per year per worship community for each of 3 years 
shall be released upon approval of the Church Development Committee.  
Effective February 28, 2026 the then current balance, if any, of the Presbytery 
Communities Fund shall be re-purposed for use on approval by the Presbytery, 
with guidance by the Church Development Committee. 

 



Motion #3 

Whereas, the Revitalization Fund has been previously established and is pending 
designation of its use by the Church Development Committee; 

RESOLVED, that effective February 28, 2028 the then current balance of the 
Revitalization Fund shall be re-purposed for use on approval by the Presbytery, 
with guidance by the Church Development Committee. 

 
 


