
 

Presbytery of Santa Barbara 
Property & Finance Committee 

Minutes of the January 26, 2023 Meeting 
Virtual Meeting via ZOOM Internet, participants remote 

 

Attending: Rev. James Baird, Bonnie Boe, Rev. Ted Brandt, Scott Eschbach, Beverly Frethiem 
Guest:  Karen Washburn 
Excused:  Rev. Mickey Fenn, Beth Huebert, Wes Zimmerman 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the health order restrictions imposed in California this meeting was 
held virtually using ZOOM capabilities with attendees participating remotely via video conference. 

 

The meeting was opened in prayer at 10:00am by Scott Eschbach. 

The minutes of the July 28, 2022 P&F meeting were presented and approved. 

The 2022 year-end Financial Statement was reviewed.  It was generally considered that our current 
balance of cash is more than required for routine operations, and the following cash asset transfers 
were approved: 

• The transfer of $100,000 cash from bank accounts into the New Covenant “Operations Fund.”  
Transfer to occur as four separate transfers of $25,000, each; occurring over a time span 
managed by Bonnie Boe and Scott Eschbach. 

•  The purchase of $400,000 of Certificates of Deposit… laddered as to maturity date.  Bonnie Boe 
and Scott Eschbach will investigate the interest rates offered by Montecito Bank & Trust. 

The 2023 Budget was reviewed. 

The financial aspects of the proposed dismissal of the City View (Lompoc) congregation were discussed, 
and the current version of the financial worksheet was presented.  Rev. James Baird led a prayer of 
concern and blessing for both the congregation and Presbytery. 

The topic of the proposed land & building sale by First Pres – Oxnard was discussed.  The session of First 
Pres – Oxnard is currently working with C B Richard Ellis as broker for the sale.  The session has also 
engaged with the Presbyterian Foundation concerning guidance for the sale.  The “Guardrails” 
document (attached) prepared by attorney Kay Gustafson was reviewed and discussed.  Karen 
Washburn (representing the Council-created task force) led the discussion of feedback from the P&F 
committee to the task force.  The following position was communicated: 

1. Question:  Are there any Property and Finance Committee policies, procedures or bylaws that 
would affect the sale of the FPO's property? If so, what conditions would these policies, 
procedures, or bylaws place on the sale? 
Response:  None, at this time. 
 

2. Question:  Are there any other conditions that the Property and Finance Committee is aware of 
that could affect the sale of the property? If so, what recommendations would the 
committee make to the task force to include in its proposal to FPO to ensure these conditions 
are met before the presbytery recommends approval of the sale? 
Response:  Ensure an ongoing concern for financial health and sustainability within the 
congregation consistent with the defined ministry/mission 



 
The meeting was closed in prayer and adjourned at 12:10 pm by Rev. Ted Brandt. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Scott Eschbach, Chair  



 
 

 

               
 Congrega on owns the property and has authority over 

its use as long asin good standing with presbytery and 
using it according to the cons tu on

  ith the permission of presbytery, the congrega on has 
the right to sell  all  or part of property

  s long as congrega on is in good standing, it has the 
right to determine what to do with any proceeds from a 
sale or income genera on opportunity

 Presbytery cannot demand that a congrega on pass all  
or part of proceeds to presbytery, if in good standing

 Presbytery cannot demand that a congrega on pass all  
or part of proceeds to presbytery in e change for a 
promise to approve a congrega on s re uest to sell  all  or 
part or develop an income genera ng endeavor

  hen a congrega on ceases to e ist, all  assets are 
transferred to the presbytery, and it has the right and 
responsibil ity to use those assets to further the mission 
within its bounds.

 Presbytery can re uire a congrega on to develop a 
credible mission plan  e.g. demographic support, 
measurable benchmarks , etc.  in order to receive 
presbytery approval for an encumbrance, a sale or a 
redevelopment pro ect

 Presbytery can assess whether a congrega on is using all  
or part of its assets for the purpose of the mission of the 
PC     

 Presbytery has the responsibil ity and authority to 
formulate a missional vision within its bounds and work 
with congrega ons towards ful ll ing that vision.


