
                                                                January 9, 2018

Dear Members of South Aiken Presbyterian

In November, I pledged to keep you all informed on the progress being made to call
a new minister at SAPC.  I have done that about every two weeks or so, and this
is the latest edition.

I previously told you that the Session had elected four members to form an Interim
Search Committee (ISC) that would take the steps necessary to find an interim 
pastor.The interim pastor will serve as the teaching elder here at SAPC while we go
through a rather lengthy process to call a new senior pastor.  The ISC members are:
Jim Sheehan, George Adams, Robert Glance, and Kelly Frontroth.  The Session has 
appointed Jim Sheehan to chair the committee. Truthfully, if you want to get 
something done,the Session could do no better than to ask these four individuals to
do it. Accordingly, the ISC has produced the job description and the compensation 
package for the interim pastor, has talked to one candidate, and is nipping at the 
heels of the Presbytery to produce more candidates for its consideration.  This is 
a wonderful committee,and we can all rest assured that they will get an interim 
pastor in place as soon as humanly possible.

Meanwhile, your Worship Committee continues its excellent work to find ministers
to fill SAPC's pulpit on Sundays. You really should come and hear Rev. Dr. Franklin
Fant preach this coming Sunday.  Following that, our very own Rev. Erin Morgan will
preach. Then, a long-time friend of SAPC, Rev. Larry Bates, will supply our pulpit.
Truly, we are blessed in having these ministers give us the gift of their preaching
talents in this time of transition.

Finally, the Presbytery sent two ministers from its Committee on Ministry (COM) 
to meet with SAPC's Session last Sunday night. It was a very helpful, two-hour 
meeting during which the Session shared its concerns and frustrations with the COM 
representatives,and they in turn told us how the Presbytery can help.  There is a 
positive path forward. While this path is longer and more arduous than we would 
like, the representatives assured us that this is the path SAPC needs to follow. 
The members of the Session again agreed that God has a plan for SAPC and that God 
will bless SAPC with both an interim pastor and a new senior pastor.  We all just 
have to be open to the direction God is leading us.

The Session prayed together, and, when the meeting was adjourned, we knew where 
we were going.  It was an important weekend for our church.
Sincerely,

Paul Ebel, Clerk of Session


