SOUTH AIKEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Our Purpose…”Opening Doors to Serve Christ”

1711 Whiskey Road
Aiken, SC 29803

Welcome to South Aiken Presbyterian Church! We are glad that you are here this morning to join in offering
a service of worship to the Lord. We believe all people are children of God. We believe that the redeeming
grace of God can bring each of us into a new day. We believe all people are loved with a love that has no end
in Jesus Christ. Today, may our eyes be opened again to these truths. May the blessings of joy and hope that
can only come from the nearer presence of God fill each of our hearts. Let us worship God!

Nursery & Children’s Church
Infants are welcome in the nursery during our 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services and during our 10:00
a.m. Sunday school hour. The nursery/toddler room is located on the north side of the SAPC building
complex. To find it, please exit the front (main) entrance and turn left. The entrance to the nursery is around
the corner in the next building. You will see a sign at the entrance door.
During the 8:45 a.m. service, children are invited to either stay in the service or go to the nursery/toddler
room. Worship bags are available for children who remain in the worship services and are available at each
entrance. Bags are divided for older children (blue handle) and younger children (purple handle). During
today’s 11:00 a.m. service, children 3 years of age through 5K are welcome to join our Children's Church
worship program following the Moment with Children. Chaperones will escort the children to the Fellowship
Hall for the program. You may pick your children up in the Fellowship Hall after the service.
PLEASE NOTE: Please silent your phone dur ing the ser vice. If needed, large print hymnals and sound
amplification devices are available in the Narthex. Please see an usher for assistance in obtaining these items.
2

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 6, 2018

8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

(Please stand, if able, when indicated by an *)

GATHERING
Prelude
Chiming of the Hour (11:00)
Welcome & Signing of the Friendship Register
Introit

Steve Kuhl

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

arr. Cindy Berry

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
*Call to Worship (Responsive)
One: The Lord is my light and my salvation
All: whom shall I fear?
One: The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?
All: Good and upright is the Lord: he instructs sinners in the way and gives grace to the humble.
One: Let us worship the Lord with gladness and enter his gates with praise.
All: Amen.
*Prayer of the Day -from the Scottish Presbyterian Book of Common Order (Unison)
Hidden God, we worship you. By ourselves , we could not know you; no human wisdom can discover
you, no argument lead to you, no enterprise reveal you. In the wealth of its knowledge, the world
fails to find you, but you came to search for us. Through Jesus Christ, you became one of us to show
us your love and claim us as your own. Help us, your pilgrim people to rest on the knowledge of your
love for us and to worship you without fear. Amen.

*Hymn #475

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

*Prayer of Confession (Unison)
We confess, O God, that we breathe the proud spirit of the world, the spirit which scorns the way of
weakness and boasts of its cleverness. We cling to knowledge as a means of power, and we seek to
prove our worth by belittling others. Forgive us for not following the way of our Lord Jesus, and
inspire us to be the people you call us to be.
(Time for Silent Confession)
One: through Jesus Christ our Lord,
All: Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
*The Gloria Patri

Hymnal Page 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.
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*Passing of the Peace (R esponsive)
One: Since Christ has extended to us the peace of God, let us, as his disciples, spread his peace to others.
The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us exchange signs of Christ’s peace with one another.
Sunday School Teacher Recognition

Lyn VanDervort

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer

Hymnal Page 35

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Prayer Response

Day of Arising

Carl Schalk

Christ our companion, hope for the journey,
Bread of compassion, open our eyes.
Grant us our vision, set all hearts burning that all creation with you may rise.

THE WORD OF GOD
Old Testament Reading
New Testament Reading

Psalm 26
Romans 12:1-13
One: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Anthem

All Things Bright and Beautiful

Sermon

Open Heart Surgery
Reverend John A. Muse

*Hymn #435

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

4

Pew Bible Page 503
Pew Bible Page 161

John Rutter

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*Affirmation of Faith - “The Apostles’ Creed” (Tr aditional) (Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
And sitteth on the right hand
Of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering of Tithes and Gifts
Offertory
*Doxology

Hymnal Page 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING
*Hymn #727

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant

*Charge
*Benediction

*Congregational
Response

May the God of Hope Go with Us

Argentine folk melody

Hymn #765

May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way, bringing light and hope to every land and race.
Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all;
working for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call.
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Those Serving in the Military
Daniel Bartlett - grandson of Ron &
Sandy Bartlett
Tom Kocis - nephew of Andrew & Jodi Kocis

To the family of Joe Lookabill as they mour n his
loss
John Fasnacht (Darleen Ricard’s son) as he
undergoes surgery for gum cancer

Ben McCullough - son of Lisa McCullough
Louis Wilson - son-in-law of Brenda Martin
Morgan

Mildred Jolley as she heals after eye sur ger y
Stan Powell (Nancy Huffor d’s br other -in-law) as
he recovers from by-pass surgery

Robert Kocis - son of Andrew & Jodi Kocis

John Callan as he under goes chemother apy
Joe Lookabill as he deals with health issues
Johnnelle Ramsey as she r eceives chemo
Emily D’Huyvetters (Lynn Bur kes’ niece) as she
undergoes treatment for breast cancer

Prayer is a powerful force for those in need of
healing, comfort, strength, and encouragement. It
can also be a blessing for those offering prayer. If
you have a prayer request after office hours, on
weekends, or during holidays or would like more
info, contact Emily Lockard. You can either call
Emily at (803) 649-0473 or email her at:
emilybim@bellsouth.net. If you have a prayer
request during office hours (M-TH; 8am-5pm),
please contact Denise at the church office at 648-

Charles Riley (Dar leen Ricar d’s nephew) who has
been diagnosed with lung cancer
Wayne Durden (Br enda Mar tin Mor gan’s bother in-law) as he continues to fight cancer
SAPC Mission/Vision

Meets Today After the 11:00 a.m. Service!
The first meeting of the SAPC Mission/Vision
Task Force will take place today in the library
after the 11:00 a.m. service. The Task Force will
define the environment in which the church
operates, generate a snapshot of the church as it
currently exists, and create a statement that
accurately reflects the vision of SAPC. This
information will be key to finding a pastor who
has the training, experience, and talent needed by
SAPC - both now and in the future. The Task
Force will meet each Sunday for one hour until its
work is completed. Meetings are open to members
of the congregation.

MAY COLLECTION
Pasta
You may drop your ACTS donations in either the
basket in the narthex by the church entrance or the
basket across from the church office. Monetary
donations may be made by placing a check made
out to SAPC in the offering plate on Sundays and
noting 'ACTS' on the check’s memo line. Thanks
for sharing with others!
June Collection: Peanut Butter
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Presbyterian Women

2018 Birthday Offering
Presbyterian women have a long tradition of caring for
others and helping those in need. Each year PW takes a
birthday offering that is used to improve the lives of
women and children. This year’s collection will benefit
three projects that support a critical need for shelter and
hospitality in the areas they serve:
Village of Grace Center for Physical & Spiritual Health
Tegucigalpa, Honduras

The Dwelling Place
Minneapolis & St. Paul, Minnesota

Cottage Village
Cottage Grove, Oregon

Information about each of the above projects is included
in today’s bulletin. Please take a moment to read about
their work and prayerfully consider supporting them
through a financial gift.

June 3rd - The Fall of Man
June 10th - Abraham and Isaac
June 17th - The Ten Commandments
June 24th - The Twelve Tribes
July 1st - Prophesy of Isaiah
July 8th - The Birth of Jesus
Coming Soon - Summer Sunday School!

July 15th - Feeding the Multitudes

Next month, we will take a break from our
Sunday Singing the Bible class and begin a new,
twelve-part summer Sunday school series based
on the stained glass windows of our sanctuary.
This new, intergenerational series will be called
Looking Through the Windows. Here’ s a peak
at the schedule and what we’ll study this summer.
Please plan to join us!

July 22nd - The Death of Christ

July 29th - The Resurrection
Aug 5th - Pentecost
Aug 12th - Baptism
Aug 19th - The Lord’s Supper
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YOUNG AT HEART SENIORS

Calling All Willing
Hands and Able
Bodies!

JUNE 16th - A return trip to Abbeville for lunch
and to see Grits (Girls Raised in the South) The
Musical directed by J immy O. Burdette is being
planned for this date.

PDA Mission Trip
st

This is "an original musical based on the popular
GRITS book Friends are Forevah by best selling
author, Deborah Ford. Conceived and adapted by
Erica McGee. Original Music by Erica McGee.
Join the Abbeville Opera House on a wonderful
journey that will take you to and through the heart
of the South with four woman spanning from
young women in their 20’s to mature women in
their 50’s and 60’s. Each woman is an individual
storyteller and vocalist. And best of all, every
story in GRITS carries a song. Based on the book
Friends are Forevah by GRITS creator and
author, Deborah Ford, this show will have you
laughing and crying, and will transport you back
to a simpler time."
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June 21 - 24

Johns Island, SC
Join us as we show our love of Christ and display
God’s love by doing clean up and rebuilding
structures on Johns Island, SC, that were affected
by storms and flooding in recent years through
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA).
This PDA mission trip is Thursday, June 21st Sunday, June 24th, 2018. The cost to go is $50 p/p
(scholarships available). You can find information
and registration forms in the box outside the
church office, in Spirit Express, and online on our
website. The registration deadline is May 20th.
Contact Rev. Erin or Julie Rodriguez (803-6425122) if you either are interested in the trip or
have questions.

Cost is $ 16.00 for the show and $4.00 to ride the
bus. Deadline is June 3rd. Sign up now!

The Bereavement Teams at SAPC have now
reorganized into two teams! If you think you
might like to join one these teams, please contact
either Jenny Chase at (803) 643-0372 or Lynn
Woodard at (803) 642-0138.
The teams
coordinate either a meal for a grieving family in
the days after a member has passed away or
provide a reception after the funeral/memorial
service. Members provide food, set-up, serving
and clean-up as necessary. It is the team's purpose
to serve SAPC families during a difficult time.
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TONIGHT! May 6

th

Youth Sunday Planning

5:30 - 7:00 p.m. - Youth Room
Dinner included

May 13th
Youth Sunday Planning

5:30 - 7:00 p.m. - Youth Room
Dinner included

You are Invited to Register for VBS!
You are also Invited to Help!

May 19th
Mandatory Youth Sunday
Practice

July 9-13 8:45 a.m. - 12:00 noon
for a Rolling River Adventure!

Register on the website and at the church office!

Sanctuary ;Time TBD

Final Deadline is June 25, 2018

May 20th
Youth Sunday - 8:45 & 11:00

Questions about registration contact Heather
Bradham - heatherbradham@hotmail.com
We need more group guides as we raft down the river!
If you can help, please contact Shannon Erwin at
address/phone below.

Followed by SAPC spring picnic at
12:00 p.m.

2018 VBS Leadership Team
Group Leaders Coordinator: Shannon Erwin 803-2217430 smerwin@bellsouth.net
Room Leader Coord.: Rober t Glance 803-507-1393
Registrar (fees, cds, t-shirts): Heather Bradham 803-221-

9909; heatherbradham@hotmail.com

Graduation Sunday
June 3rd

Calling all graduates! Graduate Recognition will
be Sunday, June 3, at the 11 a.m. worship service,
followed by a reception. If you would like to be
honored and have your graduate biography
included in the bulletin, please submit a picture
and biography to Denise no later than Monday,
May 21st at 1denisesap@gmail.com.
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The Book Club Will Meet
May 21st
@ 7:00 p.m. in the Library

Many of you might remember the "Retire The
Debt" campaign of selling Ultimate Cloths. Once
we did retire the debt, we still had cloths left and
kept selling them. We bought two Shark vacuums
for the church and will find something more to
help with after the inventory of the cloths is
gone. That said, the cloths currently in the office
are the last of the inventory. Still $6 for the
regular size and $9 for the 'Big Boy'. Get some
while they are still available!

This month’s book selection is:

Leota’s Garden
By: Francine Rivers

Leota’s garden was once a
place of beauty, where
flowers bloomed and hope
thrived. It was her refuge
from the deep wounds
inflicted by war and her
sanctuary where she prayed
for children who couldn’t
understand her sacrifices.

FLC Kitchen Update
A file organizer is posted
on the fridge door that
contains laminated signs
for Sweet and Unsweet
Tea, Regular and Decaf
Coffee, and Lemonade and
two instruction signs that say “Place Silverware in
the Soapy Water” and “Place Liquids in the
Container Below.” These signs can be used for
any event but please return them to the file folder
after you are finished with them for others to use.

Now, eighty-four-year-old
Leota Reinhardt is alone
and her beloved garden in
ruins. Reconciliation with her children has been
fruitless, and she voices her despair to a loving
Father.
Then God brings a wind of change: a college student
who thinks he has all the answers and the
granddaughter Leota never hoped to know. But, can
the devastation wrought by keeping family secrets
be repaired before she runs out of time?

There is also a posting of Freezer and Fridge
Recommendations on the fridge door and Pantry
Recommendations posted on the wall before going
into the pantry. Both contain guidelines for a
healthy and clean environment. Denise takes care
of the paper products in the pantry and tries to
keep that area neat and well-stocked, but we have
no kitchen coordinator who cleans, sorts, organizes
and/or oversees the kitchen proper and the other
areas of the pantry to keep things organized, tidy,
and clean. If anyone would like to become a
kitchen coordinator, please let Denise know.

2018 ACTS Fan Drive
June 1-2
Lowes on Whiskey Road
Help those in need stay
cooler and keep their utility
bill lower this summer
Purchase a fan at Lowes and
drop it off with an ACTS
volunteer outside the store.
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A LOOK AT THE WEEK AHEAD
Sunday, May 6th
Sunday School Teacher Recognition Sunday
8:45a - Worship Service (Sanctuary)
9:45a - Sunday School (Campus)
11:00a - Worship Service (Sanctuary)
12:00p - Mission/Vision Task Force Mtg. (Library)
12:15p - Children & Families Cmte. Mtg. (?)
5:30p - Planning for Youth Sunday (Youth Room)

The Property Committee Needs Your Help!

The Property Committee is looking towards the
future and needs your input. As you look around
the church and grounds, what do you see that needs
to be cleaned, repaired, replaced, removed,
repainted, remodeled and/or constructed/added? We
are in the process of generating a list of items that
require attention, both long and short term, and
need your assistance in its development. This list,
once developed, will help us plan and execute. So,
please take a moment to give us your input. You
may either mail your list of items to the church
office at 1denisesap@gmail.com or drop it off with
Denise. Thanks for your help!!

Monday, May 7th
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
1:00p - Set-up for SAPK Program (FH)
6:15p - Basketball Practice (Gym)
Tuesday, May 8th
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
9:00a - SAPK 2-K Program (FH)
10:30a - SAPK 2-K (2nd) Program (FH)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
2:00p - Set-up for SAPK Program (Gym)
6:00p - Adult Ed. Committee Mtg. (Library)
6:00p - Girl Scouts (F207/209/212)
6:30p - Eagle Scout Board of Review (FH)
6:30p - Property Committee Mtg. (PCR)
6:45p - M’Aiken Music Practice (Choir Room)
7:00p - Boy Scouts (F205)
Wednesday, May 9th
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
10:30a - SAPK 3-K Program (Gym)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
6:00p - Worship Committee Mtg (PCR)
7:00p - Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
Thursday, May 10th
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
8:50a - SAPK Chapel (Sanctuary)
9:30a - PW Knitters (Library)
10:30a - SAPK 4-K Program (Gym)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
1:30p - Karate (FH)
6:15p - Basketball Practice (Gym)
6:30p - Scout Venturing Unit (F202)
6:30p - Scout Den Mtg. (F203/205/207/209/212)
7:30p - Swingsation Practice (Choir Practice)

A new and improved way to sign-up for SAPC
communications is located on the website at http://
southaiken.org/sign-ups-and-forms/spiritexpress. This sign-up form is for; 1) Joining our
weekly email newsletter, Spirit Express, 2)
Requesting to be part of other communications
from the church and/or 3) Notifying the church of
new email addresses. Most SAPC communications
are prepared and sent through a third-party
provider, Constant Contact. Constant Contact
applies USA & Canadian communication laws to a
request. Therefore, you may be contacted by
SAPC for additional information if you had
'unsubscribed' from Constant Contact in the past.

Friday, May 11th
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
9:00a - Small Group Women’s Bible Study (Library)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
2:00p - Set-up for Private Event (Gym)
Saturday, May 12th
Private Event (Gym)
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ATTENDANCE
Last Sunday: (8:45) - 61
(11:00) - 195
VOLUNTEERS FOR TODAY
Flowers: In loving m em ory of my husband, Bob Shubert. Given by Dorothy Shubert
To the glory of SAPC’s music during worship each week, including choir, accompanists, and special
guests. Thanks be to Phillip and his direction for the inspiring lyrics each week. Given by Lynn
Woodard
Pulpit Assistant: Steve Kuhl
Sound System: (8:45) Steve Kuhl (11:00) Dale Stephens
Ushers: (8:45) Dal Stanley (H), Mar y Bar ber (A), J oyce Stanley, J im Bar ber
(11:00) Steve Hook (H), Linda Hook (A), Corey Glenn, Marlee Hare
VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Flowers: In celebration of mothers and mothers-to-be … Happy Mother’s Day! Given by Jim, Brooke,
Patrick, and Connor Sheehan
Pulpit Assistant: Rev. Er in Mor gan
Sound System: (8:45) Crissy Kuhl (11:00) John Kelly
Ushers: (8:45) Dale Stephens (H), J im Stutts (A), Andy Kocis, J odi Kocis
(11:00) Julie Rodriguez (H), Mary Margaret Smith (A), Gary Rodriguez, De Shubert
(H) Head (A) Assistant

SAPC STAFF
Rev. John A. Muse, Inter im Pastor : Cell (336) 707-1536
CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Erin Morgan, Assoc. Pastor for Youth/Outr each:
ext. 106

Church Office: 803-648-9574
Fax: 803-648-7972
Web Site: www.southaiken.org
Email: 1denisesap@gmail.com

Vacant, Dir . of Childr en & Families: ext. 105
Phillip Hare, Dir ector of Music
Scott Chappell, Pianist/Accompanist

Tracie Toulson, Financial Manager : ext. 103

Please silent your phone during the service

Denise Underwood, Secr etar y: ext. 100
Michelle Lorio, Kinder gar ten Dir ector :
648-9895 ext. 107
Cissy Kelley, Assistant Kinder gar ten Dir ./
Childcare Coordinator
648-9895 ext.110, Cell (803) 270-5808

Follow SAPC activities on Facebook.
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