SOUTH AIKEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Our Purpose…”Opening Doors to Serve Christ”

1711 Whiskey Road
Aiken, SC 29803

Welcome to South Aiken Presbyterian Church! We are very glad that you are here this morning to join in
offering a service of worship to the Lord. We believe all people are children of God. We believe that the
redeeming grace of God can bring each of us into a new day. We believe all people are loved with a love that
has no end in Jesus Christ. Today, may our eyes be opened again to these truths. May we each do our part to
make this a place of grace for all. May the blessings of joy and hope that can only come from the nearer
presence of God fill each of our hearts. Let us worship God!

GUEST PASTOR - REV. FRANK L. CUNNINGHAM III
We welcome the Rev. Frank Cunningham back to SAPC as our guest pastor today.

Nursery & Children’s Church
Infants are welcome in the nursery during our 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services and during our 10:00
a.m. Sunday School hour. The nursery/toddler room is located on the north side of the SAPC building
complex. To find it, please exit the front (main) entrance and turn left. The entrance to the nursery is around
the corner in the next building. You will see a sign at the entrance door.
During the 8:45 a.m. service, children are invited to either stay in the service or go to the nursery/toddler
room. Worship bags are available for children who remain in the worship services and are available at each
entrance. Bags are divided for older children (blue handle) and younger children (purple handle). During
today’s 11:00 a.m. service, children 3 years of age through 5K are welcome to join our Children's Church
worship program following the Moment With Children. Chaperones will escort the children to the Fellowship
Hall for the program. You may pick your children up in the Fellowship Hall after the service.
If you need assistance, please feel free to ask an usher.
PLEASE NOTE: If needed, lar ge pr int hymnals and sound amplification devices ar e available in the
Narthex. Please see an usher for assistance in obtaining these items.
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Second Sunday in Lent
February 25, 2018
(Please stand, if able, when indicated by an *)

8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

GATHERING
Prelude
Chiming of the Hour (11:00)
Welcome & Signing of the Friendship Register

Rev. Erin Morgan

Introit

Joachim Neander

God, Reveal Your Presence

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD
*Call to Worship (Responsive)
One: You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him,
all you offspring of Israel!
All: For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from me,
but heard when I cried to him.
One: From you, O God, comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who
fear you.
All: The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. All the ends of
the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; and all the families of the nations shall
worship before him.
*Prayer of the Day (Unison)
Eternal God, holy and faithful, what can we give in return for our life? Teach us to take up the cross
of Christ with grateful hearts and humble spirits, offering all for the sake of the gospel, so that we
may receive life in fullness; through Christ, who is coming in glory. Amen.
*Hymn #452

Open the Eyes of My Heart

*Prayer of Confession (Unison)
God our Redeemer, we confess that we are people of ashes and dust. You call us to be a blessing in
the world, but we only seek our own benefit. You call us to give our lives for others, but we only seek
to save ourselves. Forgive us, God of grace. Set our minds on divine things— the good news of the
gospel and the promise of new life in you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Time for Silent Confession)

One: Relying upon God’s mercy, the people said,
All: Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Listen, the time has come at last. Look, now is the day of salvation!
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
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*The Gloria Patri

Hymnal Page 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

*Passing of the Peace (11:00) (Responsive)
One: Since Christ has extended to us the peace of God, let us, as his disciples, spread his peace to others.
The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us exchange signs of Christ’s peace with one another.
Children’s Moment (11:00)

Allison Kelly

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer

Hymnal Page 35

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
Prayer Response

Come and Fill Our Hearts

Jacques Berthier

THE WORD OF GOD
Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Lesson

New Testament Lesson

Anthem
Gospel Lesson

Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16
One: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Romans 4:13-25
One The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.
Softly and Tenderly
Mark 8:31-38
One The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you, O Christ
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Pew Bible Page 13

Pew Bible Page 155

Gilbert Martin
Pew Bible Page 44

It’s Just a Matter of Faith

Sermon

Rev. Frank L. Cunningham III

*Hymn #406

We Are Standing on Holy Ground

Installation of SAPC Officers (8:45)
Recognition of Worship Preparation Class (11:00)
Children in Worship Litany (11:00)
Choir: We welcome you and invite you to use your joyful voice as we sing together in community and
to listen with your heart as the choir shares songs in this place together.
Families of Children Joining Worship: We welcome you and offer you our pr omise to be her e with you
with patience and love in this place of worship together.
Congregation: We welcome you to our community of faith that learns from listening with our not
just our ears, but our hearts and minds too. We welcome you and offer our friendship and
help as you join us in this special place together.
Rev. Erin Morgan: We welcome you and pr omise to be her e to explor e the wonder of the myster y of
Christ with you, and help you find safety and hope each Sunday in our worship together.
All: Amen.

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*Affirmation of Faith “The Apostles’ Creed” (Tr aditional) (Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
And sitteth on the right hand
Of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering of Tithes and Gifts
Offertory
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*Doxology

Hymnal Page 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING
*Hymn #819

Be Still, My Soul

*Charge & Benediction
*Congregational Response

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
Hymn #727

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that I may have the grace to let you by my servant too.
*Postlude
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Richard Gillard

Those Serving in the Military
Daniel Bartlett - grandson of Ron &
Sandy Bartlett
Ian Fields - husband of Tracy Kelly-Fields

Joe Lookabill as he deals with health issues

Robert Kocis - son of Andrew & Jodi Kocis

Opal Wright dur ing her hospitalization

Tom Kocis - nephew of Andrew & Jodi Kocis

Charles Riley (Dar leen Ricar d’s nephew) who has
been diagnosed with lung cancer

Ben McCullough - son of Lisa McCullough
Louis Wilson - son-in-law of Brenda Martin
Morgan

De Shubert’s family as they mour n the loss of her
grandson
Jan Auernheimer as she r ecuper ates at Anchor
Katie (Dave & Pam Pethick’s daughter ) as she
receives treatment for Hodgkins Lymphoma

Wayne Durden (Brenda Martin Morgan’s brother-inlaw) as he continues to fight cancer
Chris Parnell (Emma Par nell’s son) as he deals
with multiple health issues

Prayer is a powerful force for those in need of
healing, comfort, strength, and encouragement. It
can also be a blessing for those offering prayer. If
you have a prayer request after office hours, on
weekends, or during holidays or would like more
info, contact Emily Lockard. You can either call
Emily at (803) 649-0473 or email her at:
emilybim@bellsouth.net. If you have a prayer
request during office hours (M-TH; 8am-5pm),
please contact Denise at the church office at 6489574 or at 1denisesap@gmail.com.

CELEBRATING THE GIFTS OF WOMEN
Next Sunday! March 4th
8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Women Called to Lead with Love
This year, Gifts of Women Sunday will focus on women
who lead with love. Women who lead with love often have
two characteristics: 1) the gift of hospitality and 2) the gift
of building consensus. These women serve as role models
for the rest of us. Join us next Sunday as we celebrate the
gifts of SAPC women!
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Lenten Food for Thought Series

Qualities of Discipleship
by Maryanne Bickenstaff

Sunday Evenings: February 25; March 4, 11, 18, 25
FLC Gym
5:30 – 6:00 p.m. - Dinner (donations accepted)
6:00 – 7:00 - Program
The SAPC Adult Education Committee will present the Qualities of Discipleship by Maryanne
Bickenstaff at this year’s Lenten Food for Thought series. This study for all ages explores
various discipleship traits including: taking risks; learning to have faith; taking time to learn
from Jesus; working together, and perseverance. Each session will challenge us to ponder the
characteristics of those who follow Jesus and to look for ways those qualities can be included
and strengthened in their own faith journeys. Members from our congregation will be teaching
the lessons each week. A 15 minute worship service will end each 45 minute study period.
The evenings will end by 7:00 p.m.
A Disciple Me class will be offered for children ages 3 years
Through 5th grade at each session.
Disciple Me! Kids love the little Minions that are
everywhere these days. They're goofy, funny, and
faithfully working to carry out whatever the next
mission is that their villain boss has for them. God
wants us to be just as dedicated to God and work just
as faithfully to change our world for good.

The Youth Group (for youth in grades 6-12) will
meet each night during the series.
Nursery care will be available.
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A LOOK AT THE WEEK AHEAD

YOUNG AT HEART SENIORS

Sunday, Feb. 25th
8:45a - Worship Service (Sanctuary)
9:45a - Sunday School (Campus)
11:00a - Worship Preparation Class (Library)
11:00a - Worship Service (Sanctuary)
4:00p - Confirmation Class (Confirmation Room)
5:00p - FFT Set-Up (Gym)
5:30p - FFT Meal (Gym/Kit)
6:00p - FFT Program (Gym/Kit/Nursery)
7:00p - Session Mtg. (FH)

Friday, March 2nd – 5 p.m.
The YAH Seniors will return to the Ft. Gordon Theater
to see The Last Romance, a heartwarming comedy
about the transformative power of love. A crush can
make anyone feel young again-even a widower named
Ralph. On an ordinary day, Ralph decides to take a
different path on his daily walk and that leads him to an
unexpected second chance at love. The cost for the show
only is $28 plus $2 to ride the bus. We will eat
elsewhere, probably at the S&S Cafeteria in Augusta.
Sign-up TODAY if you would like to go! Tickets ar e
limited.

Monday, Feb. 26th
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
6:00p - Basketball Practice (Gym)
7:00p - Book Club (Library)
Tuesday, Feb. 27th
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
6:00p - Basketball Practice (Gym)
6:00p - Girl Scouts (F207/209/212)
6:45p - M’Aiken Music Practice (Choir Room)
7:00p - Boy Scouts (F205)
Wednesday, Feb. 28th
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
5:30p - Basketball Practice (Gym)
7:00p - Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
7:00p - Honduras Agape Mtg. (F203)

THERE'S GOING TO BE A BIDDING WAR!
Live and Silent Auction

Thursday, March 1st
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
8:50a - SAPK Chapel (Sanctuary)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
1:30p - Karate (FH)

Sunday, April 22, 2018
12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

FLC Gym

Friday, March 2nd
7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)
9:00a - Small Group Women’s Bible Study (Library)
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground)
5:00p - YAH Senior Trip (BUS)
6:00p - First Fridays (Nursery/Gym)

Mark your calendars! Witness and Service will hold
its second annual Live and Silent Auction on Sunday,
April 22, 2018 from 12:00 – 2:00 pm. This fundraiser
benefits Witness and Service projects and missions.
April 22nd is also "Bring a Friend to Church" Sunday!
Lunch will be provided. All you need to bring is your
enthusiasm and your wallet!! Advance tickets will be
$5. Tickets at the door will be $7.

Saturday, March 3rd
No events are currently scheduled

Check the church bulletin and Spirit Express for
additional announcements in the coming weeks!
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TONIGHT! Feb. 25th
Confirmation Class

4:00 - 5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Room

No Youth Group

Food for Thought available

Disciple Me! Kids love the little Minions
that are everywhere these days. They're
goofy, funny, and faithfully working to carry
out whatever the next mission is that their
villain boss has for them. God wants us to be
just as dedicated to God and work just as
faithfully to change our world for good.

5:30 -7:00 p.m.

Fri., March 2nd
Work @ First Fridays

5:45 - 9:15 p.m.
See Allison Kelly for details

Focus Verse: “Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11

March 4th

All kids 3 years-5th grade are invited to come
to Food for Thought on Sunday night from
5:30-7:00 pm starting February 25 for five
weeks.

4:00 - 5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Room

8th Grade Confirmation Class

Participate in Food for Thought
5;30 - 7:30 p.m. - Gym

March 11th
8th Grade Confirmation Class

Allison Kelly and a chaperone will be
leading this class.

4:00 - 5:30 p.m. - Confirmation Room

Participate in Food for Thought
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. - Gym

Printed Lenten Devotions for adults and youth
are available in the Narthex and back hallway.
A group of folks have assembled 100
Resurrection Garden kits for anyone to take
home and grow during Lent. There is a smaller
and a larger set available that you can choose
to take with you.

First Fridays Parents’ Night Out
March 2nd
FLC Gym
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
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COOKIES FOR KAIROS

Ladies and gentlemen, START YOUR OVENS!! It’s time to bake cookies for KAIROS! This has been a
wonderful mission for our church since 1993. It has been so meaningful for our congregation to know we are
spreading God’s love through cookies and Christian fellowship to inmates at McCormick Correctional
Institution.
Except for sugar cookies, most types of cookies are needed. Oatmeal, peanut butter, molasses, chocolate chip
and ginger cookies are especially desired. Whatever cookie you choose to bake, please make it small – no
larger than 21/2 inches in diameter. Please no icing, coatings of any kind, fruit, or nuts. Place your cookies in
Ziploc bags labeled “Kairos” and put the bags in the freezer in the church kitchen no later than Sunday,
March 11th. Bags should be labeled with the type of cookie in each.

We are also currently looking for members of our church who would be interested in working with the
KAIROS prison ministry. Please consider sharing your time and talents with this special mission. If interested
contact either Julie Rodriguez (642-5122) or Nichol Gregory (270-1058).
Thank you for your support, and LET’S GET BAKING!!

NEW MEMBERS SOUGHT FOR LONG-RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE

The Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) is looking for new
members. Are you interested in where we are going as a church?
Several years ago, SAPC embarked on a journey to become a more missional
church where members live a discipleship life. We are attempting to change
the church culture from one of an “attractional church” to one that is a
missional church. The LRPC plans and works with other church officer
committees as we continue to move forward with this goal.
If you are interested in where the church is going and would like to help, the
LRPC will be meeting on March 13th, April 10th and May 8th at 5:30 p.m. in
the couples’ classroom (F203). Please plan to join us! If you have questions,
you may contact Greg Burkes at 803-645-0693.
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ATTENDANCE
Last Sunday: (8:45) - 64
(11:00) - 104
VOLUNTEERS FOR TODAY
Flowers: In loving m emory of M ary A nn’s m other, M rs. Billie M . W elsh. Given by M ary A nn and
Larry Hinson.
Pulpit Assistant: Kelly Fr ontr oth
Sound System: (8:45) Robert Glance (11:00) John Kelly
Ushers: (8:45) Lar r y Hinson (H), J oyce Culp (A), Mar y Ann Hinson, Steve Stine
(11:00) Felder McLaurin (H), Vickie Schmidt (A), George Schmidt, Dot McLaurin
VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Flowers: M issy Byrne
Pulpit Assistant: PW Women
Sound System: (8:45) Crissy Kuhl (11:00) Crissy Kuhl
Ushers: (8:45) Car ol Kimball (H), J enny Chase (A), Heidi Abele
(11:00) Nancy Hufford (H), Alice Kierspe (A), Mary Margaret Smith
(H) Head (A) Assistant

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

SAPC STAFF
Vacant, Pastor : ext. 104

Church Office: 803-648-9574
Fax: 803-648-7972
Web Site: www.southaiken.org
Email: 1denisesap@gmail.com

Erin Morgan, Assoc. Pastor for Youth/Outr each:
ext. 106
Allison Kelly, Dir . of Childr en & Families: ext. 105
Phillip Hare, Dir ector of Music

Follow SAPC activities on Facebook.

Scott Chappell, Pianist/Accompanist

Tracie Toulson, Financial Manager : ext. 103
Denise Underwood, Secr etar y: ext. 100
Michelle Lorio, Kinder gar ten Dir ector :
648-9895 ext. 107
Cissy Kelley, Assistant Kinder gar ten Dir ./
Childcare Coordinator
648-9895 ext.110, Cell (803) 270-5808
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