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Welcome to South Aiken Presbyterian Church!  We are very glad that you are here this morning to join in 

offering a service of worship to the Lord.  We believe all people are children of God.  We believe that the 

redeeming grace of God can bring each of us into a new day.  We believe all people are loved with a love that 

has no end in Jesus Christ.  Today, may our eyes be opened  again to these truths.  May we each do our part to 

make this a place of grace for all.  May the blessings of joy and hope that can only come from the nearer 

presence of God fill each of our hearts.  Let us worship God! 

REV. DR. LARRY DUNSTER 

We once again welcome the Rev. Dr. Larry Dunster to SAPC.  Larry is serving as our pulpit supply pastor 

during most services in December.  Please take a moment today to say hello to Larry and thank him for his 

JOY 

NURSERY AND CHILDREN’S CHURCH   

Today, Cantata Sunday, children will remain in both services in order to more fully experience worship and 

enjoy the music with their families.  Worship activity bags for children are available near the sanctuary 

entrance doors.  Although we encourage children to remain in the services, childcare is available.  If childcare 

is needed, please take your child to the nursery/toddler room.  The nursery/toddler room is located in another 

building within the SAPC complex.  To find it, please exit the front (main) entrance to the sanctuary and turn 

left (towards Security Federal Bank).  The entrance to the nursery/toddler room is around the corner in the 

next building.  You will see the sign for the entrance at the door on the side of the building.   

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES  

Please Join Us as We Celebrate the Joy of the Season! 

8:45 a.m. - Early Christmas Eve Service 

7:00 p.m. - Service of Lessons, Carols & Candlelight 

Childcare Provided at Both Services 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! 
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                Third Sunday of Advent 

December 17, 2017                                           8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

(Please stand, if able, when indicated by an *)  

                                                         GATHERING 

  Prelude                     

  Welcome & Signing of the Friendship Register                     Dwight Bradham 

  Introit                     Prepare the Way of the Lord         Jacques Berthier       

          PREPARATION FOR THE WORD 

*Call to Worship (Responsive) 

One:   We are ready, O Lord, to behold the presence of your spirit among us.                                                                                                   

All:   Bless our spirits with openness and joy!                                                                                                                                                                        

One:  We have come on this journey seeking hope and peace.                                                                                                                               

All:    You, O Lord, have poured your spirit on us!                                                                                                                     

One:  Let us worship God.  

*Lighting of the Advent Candle (Unison)                     8:45 a.m. - Jim & Mary Bunch                 

One:  We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ,      11:00 a.m. -  The Sheehan 

who is called the Son of the Most High,         Family       

  and of whose kingdom there will be no end.       

  About the hour of Christ's coming no one knows; 

 therefore, keep awake, for you do not know when the time will come. 

  Hear the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

With John the Baptist we testify to Christ the light, 

so that all might believe through him. 

All:   Heaven and earth will pass away,  

  but the Word of God endures forever.                                         

*Prayer of the Day (Unison) 

Restore us, O Lord, we pray, bring us back to that place  where we once met,  as shepherds to the 

stable  after hearing angels sing. Bring us back to that place where the joy of birth was celebrated by 

Angels from on High. Bring us back to the Love of your Son that we will not be embarrassed to 

express the Joy of this Advent season in honor of our heavenly King.  Restore us, O Lord, we pray. 

Amen 

*Hymn #128                            Infant Holy, Infant Lowly      
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 Children’s Moment (11:00)                                Valorie Vance-Kraus 

 Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer              Hymnal Page 35 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name,   

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts,  

     as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

     and the glory forever.  Amen. 

  Offering of Tithes and Gifts 

  Offertory 

*Doxology                                                                                                                                 Hymnal Page 606  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

CHORAL CANTATA 

The Winter Rose 
By: Joseph M. Martin 

  I am the rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.  Song of Songs 2:1 

The Winter Rose 

In the silence of the winter while stars shown high above. 

God sent from heaven’s garden A Rose to show His love. 

It opened in the dark of night while the world was fast asleep. 

So perfect was its beauty, it made the heavens weep. 

The angels paused to wonder upon that winsome sight. 

And kings and shepherds gathered to worship in its light. 

They all breathed in its beauty, a precious sweet perfume. 

And in the bleak mid-winter the Rose began to bloom. 

O let us now remember when God put on the thorn. 

And love restored the garden and the Winter Rose was born. 
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 When Will He Come 

When will He come?  When will He come? 

When will He come?  When will He come? 

 

When will He come, the Child of the promise? 

When will He come, our prophet and King? 

When will He come, Redeemer, Messiah? 

When will He come and teach us to sing? 

Come, come, come, Lord Jesus, come today. 

Come, come, Lord Jesus, come. 

When will He come, the Rose of Sharon? 

When will He come in peace to reign? 

When will He come in power and glory? 

When will He wipe our tears away? 

Come, come, come, Lord Jesus, come today. 

Come, come, Lord Jesus, come. 

When will He come and free our hosannas? 

When will the glory of Zion descend? 

When will he come and set our hearts a singing? 

When will our glories live again? 

When will He come?  When will He come? 

Glory to the Lord, glory to the Lord, 

Glory to the Lord, glory to God. 

Reign in glory forever and ever. 

Gloria, Gloria, Gloria 

When will the music begin? 

When will he come, the blessed Redeemer? 

When will he come, our prophet and King? 

Oh, let hosannas resound through the heavens. 

Let every voice sing alleluia. 

Come, come, come, Lord Jesus, come today. 

Come, come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Come set our glories free.  Alleluia! 
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Advent Cry 

Veni, veni, Redemptor.   

Veni, veni, Redemptor. 

Peace will come on the wings of a promise. 

Hope will come like the morning’s first call. 

Joy will come on the winds of the Spirit. 

Love will come, Love will come. 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Veni, veni, Redemptor. 

Veni, veni, Redemptor. 

Peace will come on the wings of the angels. 

Hope will come like a song in the night. 

Joy will blossom like roses in springtime. 

Love will come, love will come.   

Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Veni, veni, Redemptor. 

Veni, veni, Redemptor.   

Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

O, come. 

Every Valley 

Every valley shall be lifted, every mountain be made low. 

Every valley shall be lifted, and the crooked be made whole. 

Sound the trumpet, sound the trumpet  

For the glory of the Lord shall be revealed.  

Sound the trumpet, sound the trumpet 

For the glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 

Come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel. 

That mourns in lowly exile here. 

Until the son of God appear. 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O Israel. 

Carol of Remembrance 

To a tiny stable lowly, long time ago, 

Came the Son of God most holy, long time ago. 

Angels filled the night with singing, stars were aglow. 

Songs of joy through heaven ringing, long time ago. 

Little baby in a manger, prophets foretold, 

God’s own Son and yet a stranger, long time ago. 

To a tiny stable lowly, came the Son of God most holy. 

Long time ago, long time ago. 
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Lullaby to a Rose 
Lyn VanDervort, Alto; Scott Chappell, Baritone 

Little Jesus in my arms, Little Jesus Holy One, 

Close your dreary eyes, Little Jesus, precious Son. 

Dream of stars and angel songs, I will stay here by your side. 

Sleep in peace tonight, sleep in peace tonight. 

Holy Jesus, gift divine, I will sing to sleep your fears. 

You are safe, my child, I will kiss away your tears. 

Sleep in peace tonight, Sleep in peace tonight. 

I recall on the day, when the angel came in mystery and heavenly power. 

God prepared a vessel pure to hold his precious flower. 

Little Jesus, Holy Child, one day the world will know. 

You are heaven’s miracle, only God can make a rose. 

Lullay, lullay. 

In the Judean Hills - Orchestra 
Carol Stutts, Narrator 

Dance into the Light 

Glory to God, Glory to God.  

Shepherds awake! The time has come. Lift high your voice and sing. 

Jesus is born in Bethlehem.  Creation greets her King. 

Arise, arise for a star awaits to lead you through the night. 

Come follow the music of angels’ wings and dance into the light. 

Glory to God, Glory to God.  

Bethlehem wake! The time has come. Open your hearts to the Lord. 

Will you turn the King away?  Oh, will He be ignored? 

Oh, will you miss your miracle? Messiah comes tonight! 

Oh, will you hear the angels sing and dance into the light? 

Gloria, Gloria in excelsis!  Gloria, Gloria Alleluia! 

People arise!  The time has come to leave your sorrow and strife. 

The Savior is calling you to His dance, calling you into His life. 

People arise!  A song awaits, a love song in the night. 

Come take the hand of the Morning Star and dance into the Light. 

Dance into the Light!  
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The Rose Tree Carol 

Winter’s frozen winds were stilled in the midst of snowing. 

Though the world with dark was filled, hope for life was growing. 

Then a rose tree blossomed fair, God’s own perfect flower so rare. 

On the tree once bare, grew a rose so fair, 

Oh!  The rose tree blooming, fragrant its perfuming. 

Through the shadows of the night wise men searched the heavens. 

There they saw a wondrous light, and it seemed to beckon. 

Come to Bethlehem and see.  Come and worship Christ the King. 

See the shining star spreading light afar. 

Oh!  The star, Oh!  The star, Oh!  The star was glowing, 

Brightness ‘round them growing. 

People on this blessed morning sing an alleluia. 

Come to where the Lord was born, sing an alleluia. 

Let creation praises bring,  

Glory to the King of kings. 

Let the people sing.  Let the steeples ring.   

Allelu, Allelu, lift a joyful Alleluia. 

Sing allelu, alleluia.  Sing an alleluia. 

The Winter Rose - reprise 
Nancy Goslen, Soprano 

In the silence of the winter while stars shown high above, 

God sent from heaven’s garden a Rose to show His love. 

Come, let us now remember when God put on the thorn. 

And love restored the garden and the Winter Rose was born. 

Oh, love restored the garden and the Winter Rose was born. 

Look to the Rose 

Rose of Sharon, what a name for the son of God who came. 

If you seek God’s love today, look to the Rose. 

 

Rose of Sharon thorns your crown, image of God’s grace come down. 

Where does God’s great love abound?  Look to the Rose. 

 

From dry ground God’s gentle flower came to show us love’s true power. 

Then one day upon a hill, one by one the petals fell. 

 

Rose of Sharon bloom today, may your fragrance never fade. 

Plant Him in your heart to stay.  Look to the Rose. 

Look to the Rose. 
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Lo, How a Rose 

Lo, how a rose ever blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming as saints of old hath sung. 

It came a flower bright, amid the cold of winter, 

When half-spent was the night. 

Isaiah was foretold it, the Rose I have in mind. 

With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior,  

When half spent was the night.   

O Rose, whose fragrance tender, with sweetness fills the air. 

Dispel in glorious splendor, the darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us. 

And share our every load. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Sing alleluia, Sing alleluia! 

                SENDING  

*Charge & Benediction 

*Congregational Response              Angels We Have Heard on High         Augustine Smith 
             Hymn# 113 

     Glo - - - ria in excelsis De - o!  

         Glo - - - ria in excelsis De - o!    

*Postlude 
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CANTATA SINGERS 

Soprano 

Sandy Bartlett 

Jean Gallman 

Nancy Goslen* 

Sandy Haines 

Elizabeth Jolley 

Mildred Jolley 

Crissy Kuhl 

Emily Lockard 

Shirley Shaw 

Cheryl Watkins 

Tenor 

Chuck Abele 

Andrew Goslen 

Paul Jolley 

Steve Kraus 

Steve Miller 

Jim Stutts 

 

 
 

 

Alto 

Jayne Becker 

Lynn Burkes 

Becky Hare 

Marilyn Hofstetter 

Melissa Major 

Pam Pethick 

Darleen Ricard 

Phyllis Roy 

Lynn Shepard 

Marge Talbot  

Valorie Vance-Kraus 

Lyn VanDervort* 

Bass 

George Adams 

Bob Bryant 

Todd Gillespie 

Ken Hofstetter 

Tom Hollowell 

Steve Kuhl 

Jim Shaw 

Our special thanks to Scott Chappell*, Accompanist/Pianist; Rita Rostron, Guest Organist/Rehearsal 

Accompanist, and Phillip Hare, Choir Director, of South Aiken Presbyterian Church for their labor of love in 

presenting The Winter Rose. 

We also give a very special thanks to Janice Wiscinski, Choir Director, and Rita Rostron, former organist, at 

Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church, Dunedin, Florida, for loaning us the choral score, accompanist and 

director choral and instrumental scores, and the listening CDs for The Winter Rose. 

ORCHESTRA 

Violins:  (Violin 1) Diana Berry and Liam Culp; (Violin 2) Regan Gregory and Joyce Culp 

Viola:  Sharde’ Hawkins and David Culp 

Cello:  James Dale and Marlee Hare  

Bass:  Bishop Hare 

*Soloist 
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Those Serving in the Military 

Daniel Bartlett - grandson of Ron &  
                  Sandy Bartlett 

Kris Cloud - son of Ed & Robin Coward 

Ian Fields - husband of Tracy Kelly-Fields 

Robert Kocis - son of Andrew & Jodi Kocis 

Tom Kocis - nephew of Andrew & Jodi Kocis 

Ben McCullough - son of Lisa McCullough 

Louis Wilson - son-in-law of Brenda Martin   
               Morgan 

The family of Tom Pons as they mourn his loss 

Jan Auernheimer as she heals from a hip fracture 

Steve Kuhl who is recover ing after  surgery 

Katie (Pam & Dave Pethick’s daughter ) as she 
receives treatment for Hodgkins Lymphoma  

The family of Kimberly Craig (Sandy & Ron  
Bartlett’s niece) as they mourn her loss 

Wayne Durden (Brenda Martin Morgan’s brother-in-
law) as he continues to fight cancer 

Chris Parnell (Emma Parnell’s son) as he deals 
with multiple health issues 

Joe Lookabill as he continues his recovery at 
Anchor Rehab 

LaVerne Price as she undergoes rehabilitation at 
Anchor Rehab after a fall 

 

 

 

 

Prayer is a powerful force for those in need of 

healing, comfort, strength, and encouragement. It 

can also be a blessing for those offering prayer.  If 

you have a prayer request after office hours, on 

weekends, or during holidays or would like more 

info, contact Emily Lockard.  You can either call 

Emily at (803) 649-0473 or email her at: 

emilybim@bellsouth.net. If you have a prayer 

request during office hours (M-TH; 8am-5pm), 

please contact Denise at the church office at 648-

9574 or at 1denisesap@gmail.com.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Giving Envelopes are available in the narthex 

for pick-up.  They have been placed (more or less!) 

in alphabetical order. If you don’t find your 

envelopes in one of the boxes, please contact Denise 

and she will provide you with a packet. 

Also, if you plan to mail your tithe to the church this 

month, please ensure that you place it in the mail so 

that it arrives in the office no later than December 

31st.  Payments that are dated and/or  postmarked 

after December 31st will be credited to your 2018 

giving statement.  

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church office will be closed  from Monday,  

Dec. 25th, through Monday, Jan. 1st. The office  

will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 2nd.   

The SAPC Session, Diaconate, and staff wish 

everyone a wondrous Christmas and happy 

New Year! 
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TONIGHT! Dec 17th 

Christmas Party 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in Youth Room 
Meal Provided 
Please bring a $5 gift for the gift exchange 

Dec 24th 
 No Youth - Christmas Eve 

Dec 31st 

No Youth - New Years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan 7th-Feb 25th - Worship Class for 1st, 2nd, &  
        3rd graders 
   

        

 

Advent calendars & 

materials are available 

in the back hallway, 

Narthex, and church 

office for you to take 

home and enjoy! 

 

Sunday School Holiday Schedule: 

Dec. 24 - Sunday School classes will 

gather at 10:00 am.  Children, youth, 

and other adult classes who may 

not be meeting are invited to gather 

in the sanctuary for the Singing the 

Bible class. We look forward to 

carols that morning led by Phillip 

Hare.  

Dec. 31 - Regular Sunday School 

Schedule (Adult classes will  

determine if they  are gathering.)  
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A LOOK AT THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sunday, Dec 17th 

  8:45a - Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
  9:45a - Sunday School (Campus) 
11:00a - Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
   1:00p - Graduation Drop-in - Jessica Williamson (FH) 

 Monday, Dec 18th 

  7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym) 
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground) 
  6:00p - Basketball Practice (Gym) 

 Tuesday, Dec 19th 

  7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym) 
12:15p - Bible Friends (Gym/Playground) 
  6:00p - Basketball Practice (Gym) 
  6:45p - M’Aiken Music Practice (Choir Room) 
  7:00p - Boy Scouts (F205) 

Wednesday, Dec 20th  

SAPK Christmas Holiday - No School 

  6:00p - Basketball Practice (Gym) 

 Thursday, Dec 21st 

 SAPK Christmas Holiday - No School 

  6:00p - Basketball Practice (Gym)  
  7:00p -  Angels in Training Circle (Library)    

Friday, Dec 22nd 

 SAPK Christmas Holiday - No School 

   9:00a - Small Group Women’s Bible Study (Library) 

Saturday, Dec 23rd 

 No events are currently scheduled 

The Book Club Will Meet  

Tomorrow, Dec. 18th 

@ Joyce Stanley’s home 

In Gem Lakes  

(102 Recreation Dr.) 

 

This month’s book selection is:  

     Merry Merry Ghost (Bailey Ruth #2) 

           Author: Caroline Hart 

 

Being dead can't put a damper on 

spirited, holiday-loving Bailey 

Ruth Raeburn. 

Christmas is a time for family and 

giving, and a wealthy woman in 

Adelaide, Oklahoma, is about to 

embrace both. Discovering that 

she has a young grandson, the 

dowager decides to change her  

will to leave the bulk of her fortune to the young boy

--an alteration that stuns the rest of her family. But a 

scrooge of a determined heir makes sure she never 

signs the new document. When she is found dead, 

it's up to that irrepressible spirit Bailey Ruth, on 

assignment from Wiggins and Heaven's Department 

of Good Intentions, to protect a little boy, foil a 

murderer, and save Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you haven’t been in the church library lately, take a minute and stop by.  We 

have a whole new collection of books on the Red Cart.  Take one and pass it on, 

no need to return.  We also have some Christmas books with great holiday 

decoration ideas! 

 

Thanks to all who have donated books throughout the year! 

 

Merry Christmas to our church family. 

Myra and Leo 
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Thank-you to everyone who brought in nativities and supported our Stations of the Crèche evening last 

Sunday. We are grateful to the youth committee and all the youth who made and served dinner. We 

appreciate all the musicians who provided lovely Christmas music. Special thanks to Barbara Bower for 

working behind the scenes to create our lighted display.   

 

With Grace and Gratitude, Allison Kelly 

A season of hope and expectation 
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SAPC STAFF  

Vacant, Pastor : ext. 104   

Erin Morgan, Assoc. Pastor  for  Youth/Outreach: 
  ext. 106  

Allison Kelly, Dir . of Children & Families: ext. 105  

Phillip Hare, Director  of Music 

Scott Chappell, Pianist/Accompanist  

Tracie Toulson, Financial Manager : ext. 103 

Denise Underwood, Secretary: ext. 100    

Michelle Lorio, Kindergar ten Director :   
     648-9895 ext. 107 

Cissy Kelley, Assistant Kindergar ten Dir ./  
            Childcare Coordinator 
                       648-9895 ext.110, Cell (803) 270-5808 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY   

Worship Service:  (8:45) -72 

                               (11:00) - 97 

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR TODAY 

Flowers:  Glory to God for the beautiful music ministry at SAPC.  From Ken & Jenny Chase 

Pulpit Assistant:  Dwight Bradham 

Sound System:  (8:45)  Darrell Pluff (11:00) Darrell Pluff 

Ushers: (8:45)  Andy Kocis (H), Jodi Kocis (A), J im Gee, Kar in Gee 

   (11:00) Shirley Colburn (H), Dot/Felder McLaurin (A), Greg Peterson, Kathy Peterson 

 

            VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY  

Flowers:  To His Glory, for Jesus’ birth  

      In honor of the special births of Graham and Teagan.  Given by Haley Culp 

Pulpit Assistant:  Shir ley Colburn 

Sound System:  (8:45)  Billy Ward (7:00 p.m.) Dale Stephens 

Ushers: (8:45)  Br ian Marra (H), J im Marra (A), Julie McCrum, Martin McCrum  

   (7:00 p.m.) Steve Hook (H), Linda Hook (A), Larry Hinson, Mary Ann Hinson, Don Morgan, 

           Brenda Martin Morgan, John Kelly, Sue Kelly 

 

(H) Head  (A) Assistant 

  

 

  CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION   

  Church Office:  803-648-9574     

  Fax:  803-648-7972    

  Web Site:  www.southaiken.org 

  Email:  1denisesap@gmail.com 

 

Follow SAPC activities on Facebook. 


