
  

 SOUTH AIKEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Our Purpose…”Opening Doors to Serve Christ” 

1711 Whiskey Road 

Aiken, SC 29803 



2 

Welcome to South Aiken Presbyterian Church!  We are very glad that you are here this morning to join in 

offering a service of worship to the Lord.  We believe all people are children of God.  We believe that the 

redeeming grace of God can bring each of us into a new day.  We believe all people are loved with a love that 

has no end in Jesus Christ.  Today, may our eyes be opened  again to these truths.  May we each do our part to 

make this a place of grace for all.  May the blessings of joy and hope that can only come from the nearer 

presence of God fill each of our hearts.  Let us worship God! 

Nursery & Children’s Church 

Infants are welcome in the nursery during our 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services and during our 10:00 

a.m. Sunday School hour. The nursery/toddler room is located on the north side of the SAPC building 

complex.  To find it, please exit the front (main) entrance and turn left.  The entrance to the nursery is around 

the corner in the next building.  You will see a sign at the entrance door.   

During the 8:45 a.m. service, children are invited to either go to the nursery/toddler room or stay in the 

service.  During today’s 11:00 a.m. service, children 3 years of age through 5K are welcome to join our 

Children's Church worship program following the Moment With Children.  Chaperones will escort the 

children to the Fellowship Hall for the program.  You may pick your children up in the Fellowship Hall after 

the service.  Worship bags are available for children who remain in the worship services and are available at 

each entrance.  Bags are divided for older children (blue handle) and younger children (purple handle). 

If you need assistance, please feel free to ask an usher. 

Today, is Commitment Sunday and we celebrate commitment with a special liturgy.  You now have had a 

chance to listen to the various SAPC committees and have heard about what they accomplished in the past 

year and what they hope to accomplish in 2018 and beyond. You should have also had an opportunity to 

review the 2018 Stewardship Narrative and consider how you can support the church in the coming year with 

your time, talent and/or treasure.  Today, we ask that you make a financial commitment to SAPC.  To make 

your pledge, simply drop you completed form in the designated receptacle(s).  If you need a pledge form or if 

you did not receive a copy of the narrative and would like one, you will find paper copies in the narthex and 

back hallway.  If you need a bit more time to make your pledge, you may either bring or mail your completed 

forms to the church office.  The mailing address is:  SAPC, attn.: Tracie Bryant, 1711 Whiskey Rd., Aiken, SC 

29803.  The church office is open M-TH, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. The office is closed for lunch from 12:30-1:30 

p.m. (time can vary slightly). Please insure that your pledge forms are mailed to the church office as soon as 

possible.  Thank you for your support! 
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           Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 22, 2017                                              8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

(Please stand, if able, when indicated by an *)  

                                                         GATHERING 

  Prelude  

  Chiming of the Hour (11:00) 

  Welcome & Signing of the Friendship Register                           Melissa Major 

  Stewardship Minute                                         

  Introit         Lord Prepare Me                        Randy Scruggs   

             PREPARATION FOR THE WORD 

*Call to Worship (Responsive)                                  

One: Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. 

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

One: Give thanks to God for the faith we share; 

All: be steadfast in hope through Jesus Christ. 

One: Let us worship God. 

*Prayer of the Day (Unison)                       

You know each of us by name, O God, and in your sight we have found favor, yet our minds cannot 

comprehend the vision of your glory or the vastness of your love. Grant that as we glimpse your 

greatness, reflected in your many gifts, we may always return to you the praise that is yours alone. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Hymn #703                      Jesus, thy Boundless Love to Me         

*Prayer of Confession (Unison)               

Sovereign God, we confess that we are not ready for your holy realm. We worship wealth and power, 

forgetting that all things belong to you. We seek places of honor and glory, forgetting that glory is 

yours alone. Forgive us, merciful God, so that we may return to your fold and rejoice in your 

presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the Lamb upon the throne.  

              (Time for Silent Confession) 

  One:  Seeking God’s forgiveness, the people said, 

  All:  Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon 

*The Gloria Patri                                                                                                                 Hymnal Page 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen, amen. 
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*Passing of the Peace (11:00) (Responsive) 

  One:  Since Christ has extended to us the peace of God, let us, as his disciples, spread his peace to others. 

 The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All:   And also with you. 

 One:  Let us exchange signs of Christ’s peace with one another 

 Children’s Moment (11:00)                           Dwight Bradham 

  Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer                                       Hymnal Page 35 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name,   

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts,  

     as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

     and the glory forever.  Amen. 

  Prayer Response        Seek the Lord While the Lord May Be Found        Hal Hopson 

      THE WORD OF GOD 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  Epistle Reading                                    1 Thessalonians 1:1-10                 Pew Bible Page 203       
            One:  The Word of the Lord. 

            All:   Thanks be to God. 

  Anthem     The Majesty and Glory of Your Name                              Tom Fettke  

  Gospel Reading                  Matthew 22:15-22                       Pew Bible Page 24 

                  One:  The Word of the Lord.   

            All:   Thanks be to God. 

  Sermon                       “Marked” 
                    Rev. Dr. Christopher Crotwell 
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           OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

*Hymn #704                      To My Precious Lord 

*Affirmation of Faith:  “The Apostles’ Creed” (Traditional) (Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

     who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

     born of the Virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 he descended into hell; 

 the third day he rose again from the dead; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

     And sitteth on the right hand 

     Of God the Father Almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

     the holy catholic church; 

     the communion of saints; 

     the forgiveness of sins; 

     the resurrection of the body; 

     and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

  Offering of Tithes and Gifts 

  Offertory 

*Doxology                                                                                                                               Hymnal Page 606  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*Litany of Commitment 

One: Gracious God, you have made a world for us and given us incomparable gifts: air and water, family 

and friends, your steadfast love and forgiveness, and your son, Jesus the Christ. For all the gifts and 

wonders you have bestowed on us . . .  

All: We thank you and worship you with renewed gratitude.  

Stewardship Committee Chair: O God, you created us to love one another as Christ has loved us. We are 

concerned about all your children, those who live near us and those who live far away. We are eager to 

participate in the work of the whole church and to further the ministry and service of this congregation. As 

we contemplate the mission before us . . .  

All: We thoughtfully shoulder our personal share of responsibility, and we pledge to witness to the 

good news of Christ with our hearts and hands and voices.  
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One: Confident in your love and care for us . . .  

All: We gladly yield to you our life, our time, our talents, and our financial resources.  

Stewardship Committee Chair: To God be the glory! 

All: Hallelujah! Amen. 

             SENDING  

*Hymn #717             For The Life That You Have Given 
           (Sing 3 times) 

*Benediction 

*Congregational Response            Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song      Les Petites Soeurs de Jesus 
             Hymn #737             

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 

I’ll tell everybody about you wherever I go: 

You alone are our life and our peace and our love. 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 

 

                        

*Postlude 

 

The Litany of Commitment in this service is taken from a resourced produced by the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency (PCUSA) entitled, “Stewardship Manual A Guide for Year-Round Financial Stewardship Planning.” 
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Those Serving in the Military 

Daniel Bartlett - grandson of Ron &  
                  Sandy Bartlett 

Kris Cloud - son of Ed & Robin Coward 

Ian Fields - husband of Tracy Kelly-Fields 

Robert Kocis - son of Andrew & Jodi Kocis 

Tom Kocis - nephew of Andrew & Jodi Kocis 

Ben McCullough - son of Lisa McCullough 

Louis Wilson - son-in-law of Brenda Martin   
               Morgan 

Chris Lockard (Phil & Emily Lockard’s son) as he 
receives treatment for skin cancer 

Beth (Sandy Erwin’s daughter ) who is receiving 
treatment for a blood clot in her leg 

Emily (Gary & Linda Tucker’s great-niece) as the 
doctors try to determine the source of her migraines 

Lisa Paxton Raabe (Linda Hook’s sister) who has 
entered hospice care 

Leo Toomajian as he continues in hospice care  

Cyndy Duggins who has had a set-back with her 
ankle 

Wayne Durden (Brenda Martin Morgan’s brother
-in-law) as he battles cancer 

 

 

 

Prayer is a powerful force for those in need of 

healing, comfort, strength, and encouragement. It 

can also be a blessing for those offering prayer.  If 

you have a prayer request after office hours, on 

weekends, or during holidays or would like more 

info, contact Emily Lockard.  You can either call 

Emily at (803) 649-0473 or email her at: 

emilybim@bellsouth.net. If you have a prayer 

request during office hours (M-TH; 8am-5pm), 

please contact Denise at the church office at 648-

9574 or at 1denisesap@gmail.com.    

In our church, the Session is to provide for worship 

and shall encourage the people to participate fully 

and regularly in it. In order that this may better be 

fulfilled, the communion table will soon be moved 

down to floor level. This will place the communion 

table and the baptismal font, which are our two 

sacraments, on the same level as they are both 

equal as God's acts of sealing the promise of faith 

within the community. It will also facilitate 

participation by our members who are not 

comfortable using the steps to access the 

table.  Around the Table of the Lord, God's people 

are in communion with Christ and with all who 

belong to Christ. 

Our Communion 

Table Will Soon Be  

on the Move! 

 

We have open altar flower spots on November 19th, 

November 26th, and December 3rd.   Please sign up 

on the sheet in the hallway if you can help. 
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Food for Thought 

Painting Revelation 

TONIGHT!!! 

Come This Evening or on Wednesday Evening  

Dinner: 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

Presentation: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

For our fall study, the Rev. Dr. Christopher Crotwell is facilitating a six week examination of the Book of 

Revelation using the series Painting Revelation by Debbi Topliff.  The series provides an opportunity for 

people to journey through the story of Revelation by watching short videos, engaging in Bible study, 

discussing the material presented, and exploring the above work of art.  Each lesson of the series is taught first 

on Sunday night and then repeated on Wednesday night. So, please choose to attend on the night that is most 

convenient for you and your family.  Dinner precedes the study at 5:30 p.m.  There is no fixed cost for the 

meal but donations are accepted.  The presentation begins at 6:00 p.m. and the evening concludes at 7:00 p.m.  

Both the dinner and the class take place in the FLC gym.   

Childcare is available each evening. On Sunday evenings, children may take part in a specially prepared 

children's program 100 Things Every Child Should Know Before Confirmation. There are also activities for 

youth on Sunday nights.   

You may register for the class by going to our website: www.southaiken.org. On the main page, click on 

“Grow” and then on the drop down “Adults. “  You will see an announcement for  the FFT program.  In the 

announcement is a link to a registration form that you may use to register for the class.  Registration is not 

required but is encouraged as it allows us to prepare for each evening’s meal and activities.  The following is 

the schedule for the series this fall:           

                             October 22 & 25 

           October 29 & November 1 

         November 5 & 8 

                 November 12 & 15 
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REFORMATION DAY 

 Tuesday, Oct. 31
st

 

October 31st marks the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.  On 

that date, in the year 1517, Martin Luther nailed a composition entitled, 

"Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences" (also known as the 

95 theses) to the church doors in Wittenberg, Germany. His intent to reform 

the church began a movement of sweeping change in Western Christianity. It 

is from that movement that SAPC draws its roots.  Below, in part, is a 

special announcement published the Presbyterian Historical Society that 

marks the occasion. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kirkin' O the Tartans 

Sunday, Nov. 5
th

 

Our annual Kirkin' service will occur at both 

services on November 5th. This service will allow us 

an opportunity to remember the Scottish legacy of 

the Presbyterian Church and to declare a blessing 

upon families. We need volunteers to carry the 

tartans at both services.  It’s open to everyone! 

Call Dale Stephens at (803) 507-8297 if you can 

help.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Remembrance 

Next Sunday! October 29
th

  

During both services on Sunday, October 29, we will 

have an opportunity to remember those lost to us 

who have been dear to our hearts.  It is hoped that 

such a moment will allows us to give thanks, 

acknowledge our eternal hope, and remember how 

we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. 

This year, Presbyterians celebrate the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses.  The theses, which 

criticized the sale of indulgences by church officials, are considered the opening salvo in the Protestant 

Reformation - a movement that emphasized individual relationships with God and salvation through faith 

alone. Luther is also celebrated for his translation of the Bible into German. After Pope Leo X 

excommunicated Luther in 1521, the reformer took refuge in Warburg Castle.  There, he completed his 

translation of the New Testament based on Erasmus’ 1516 Bible text.  First printed in September 1522, the 

“September text” does not include Luther’s name on the title page - an omission meant to limit church 

reprisals. The Old Testament translation proved more difficult, owing in part to Luther’s struggles with 

Hebrew and his insistence that the text be accessible to all Germans.  It took Luther and a team of fellow 

scholars twelve years to translate the Old Testament, which was printed in 1534 along with Luther’s New 

Testament. Despite criticism that he valued certain books of the Bible over others and that he edited to 

reflect his own theology, Luther’s Bible was an immediate and lasting success.  One Wittenberg publisher  

alone printed 100,000 copies between 1534 and 1574.  Many Germans consider it a work of literary genius. 
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TONIGHT! Oct. 22nd 

Pumpkin Painting Party Planning 
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

Oct. 29th 

Pumpkin Painting Party 
With Children & Families 
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

Do You Have a Creche You Would Like to Display? 

 

Start thinking about which Creche in your home you would like to share with 

the congregation on December 10th at the Casseroles, Creche's, and Carols 

evening with the Youth and Children from 5:30-7:00 pm in the gym. 

We hope you will make plans to purchase a dinner ticket and stay for  

Stations of the Creche.  

If you would like to help with this event, contact Allison Kelly. 

SECRET SANTA VOLUNTEERS & SPONSORS NEEDED! 

Secret Santa registration will be held in the church narthex on two 

Saturdays this year - October 28th and November 4th  - from 9:00 

a.m.  to 12:00 p.m.  We need six (6) volunteers each day to assist 

with registration.  This is your chance to meet and interact with the 

families who are touched by this mission. The experience is 

guaranteed to bless you and impact your life!  

 

We also need sponsors.  If you would like to be a sponsor, email our 

“elf” at secretsantasapc@gmail.com.  Tell the elf how many 

children you wish to sponsor and provide  your contact information.  

The elf will get back to you after November 18th. 

  

For more information, please contact Kelly Frontroth (803-646-

0183)  

 

 

Oct 22nd - 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
                   5:30-7:00 p.m. 

Oct 29th  -   Pumpkin Painting with the Youth 
                  5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

Nov 5th  - 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
                  5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

Dec 10th - Youth Dinner  
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A LOOK AT THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

Sunday, Oct 22nd 

  8:45a - Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
  9:45a - Sunday School (Campus) 
10:40a - Called Session Mtg. (PCR) 
11:00a - Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
  5:00p - FFT Set-Up (Gym) 
  5:30p - Youth Pumpkin Painting Planning (Youth Rm) 
  5:30p - FFT Meal (Gym/Kit) 
  6:00p - FFT Program (Gym/Kit/Nursery) 
  7:00p - Session Meeting 

Monday, Oct 23rd 

  7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym) 
12:15p - Bible Friends (FH/Playground) 
  6:00p - Basketball Practice (Gym) 
  7:00p - Book Club (Library) 

 Tuesday, Oct 24th 

  7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym) 
12:15p - Bible Friends (FH/Playground) 
  6:00p - Aiken Swim Team Banquet (Gym) 
  6:00p - Girl Scouts (F207/209/212) 
  6:45p - Aiken Singers (FH)) 
  6:45p - M’Aiken Music Practice (Choir Room) 
  7:00p - Boy Scouts (F205) 

Wednesday, Oct 25th 

  7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym)  
12:15p - Bible Friends (FH/Playground) 
  5:00p - FFT Set-Up (Gym) 
  5:30p - FFT Meal (Gym/Kit) 
  6:00p - FFT Program (Gym/Kit/Nursery) 
  7:00p - Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 Thursday, Oct 26th 
   7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym) 
   8:50a - SAPK Chapel (Sanctuary) 
   9:30a - PW Knitters (Library) 
 12:15p - Bible Friends (FH/Playground) 
   1:30p - Karate (FH) 
   6:00p - Scout Pack Mtg. (Gym) 
   7:30p - Swingsation Practice (Choir Room)    

Friday, Oct 27th 

Trinity Presbytery Adult Retreat (Camp Fellowship) 

  7:30a - Morning Glory (Gym) 
  9:00a - Small Group Women’s Bible Study (Library) 
12:15p - Bible Friends (FH/Playground) 

Saturday, Oct 28th 

Trinity Presbytery Adult Retreat (Camp Fellowship) 

  9:00a - Secret Santa Registration (Narthex) 
12:00p - Basketball Practice (Gym) 

 

The Book Club Will Meet  

Tomorrow Night! 

@ 7:00 p.m. in the Library 

This month’s book selection is:  

Ordained Irreverence (Elmo Jenkins #1) 
      Author: McMillan Moody 

Please note:  This is an electronic book.  Kindle, 

Nook and e-book versions are available. 

 

 

 

 

HOLD THE DATE! 

PW Family Card/Game Party 

Saturday, Nov. 11
th

 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the FLC gym 

$10 p/p 

Appreciation Program for Evangeline Petress 

Oct. 29
th

 @ 2:30 p.m. 

Friendship Baptist is holding an appreciation program 

for its music director, Evangeline Petress, on the 

occasion of her retirement. Everyone at SAPC is 

invited to attend the celebration!  Pastor T.C. Edwards 

will host, and dinner will be served following the 

program. All events will take place at Friendship 

Baptist Church (515 Richland Ave. NE). 
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SAPC STAFF  

Christopher Crotwell, Pastor : ext. 104   

Erin Morgan, Assoc. Pastor  for  Youth/Outreach: 
  ext. 106  

Allison Kelly, Dir . of Children & Families: ext. 105  

Phillip Hare, Director  of Music 

Scott Chappell, Pianist/Accompanist  

Tracie Bryant, Financial Manager : ext. 103 

Denise Underwood, Secretary: ext. 100    

Michelle Lorio, Kindergar ten Director :   
     648-9895 ext. 107 

Cissy Kelley, Assistant Kindergar ten Dir ./  
            Childcare Coordinator 
                       648-9895 ext.110, Cell (803) 270-5808 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY   

Worship Service:  (8:45) - 60 

                               (11:00) - 107 

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR TODAY 

Flowers:  Given in honor of the wedding anniversary of Marilyn and George Belofsky 

Pulpit Assistant:  Melissa Major  

Sound System:  (8:45)  Billy Ward (11:00) John Kelly 

Ushers: (8:45)  Br ian Marra (H), Dale Stephens (A), J im Marra, Haley Cooper  

   (11:00) Joe Anderson (H), Sherri Anderson (A), Pam Pethick, Dave Pethick, Alex Williams (child) 

 

            VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY  

Flowers:  With praise to God and in celebration of Bob Baker’s milestone birthday on Nov. 4th. Given by his family. 

Pulpit Assistant:  Bill Gallman  

Sound System:  (8:45)  Larry Hinson (11:00) Dale Stephens 

Ushers: (8:45)  Cr issy Kuhl (H), Dale Stephens (A), J im Gee, Steve Kuhl 

   (11:00) Jim Sheehan (H), John Callan (A), Linda Blake, Sonni Callan 

 

 

(H) Head  (A) Assistant 

  

 

     

  CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION   

  Church Office:  803-648-9574     

  Fax:  803-648-7972    

  Web Site:  www.southaiken.org 

  Email:  1denisesap@gmail.com 

 

Follow SAPC activities on Facebook. 


