
      

       	 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

What a joyous occasion WellsFest 
was! Weather was great, bands were 
wonderful and the spirit of being present 
with one another once again in the park 
was overwhelming! 

For me WellsFest is 
more than an event to 
raise funds. It is an 
opportunity to experience 
and be the means of grace 
for Christ. We have talked 
recently in worship about 

the gift of God’s grace and the ways that 
we place ourselves in God’s presence 
to experience this wonderful gift.  

WellsFest week was a wonderful 
experience of God’s presence and 
grace. Not only did we all have the 
opportunity to put ourselves in the place 
to experience God, but we also were a 
wonderful witness to others of God’s 
grace.  

Fellowship and service are among 
things on the list that are a means of 
grace. We certainly had ample 
opportunities to participate in both at 
WellsFest. 

Thank you to all who prayed for, 
participated in and volunteered to make 
WellsFest such a wonderful success! 

Look for the glimpses of God in the 
pictures here! 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

WellsFest Is 
A Means of 
God’s Grace  
 

October 2022  

WellsFest Is Rockin’ Again 
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After a two-year COVID hiatus, 
WellsFest came back strong this year. 

WellsFest Art Night on Sept. 20 and 
the WellsFest Music and Children’s 
Festival on Sept. 24 were rousing 
successes. It was a great day at Jamie 
Fowler Boyll Park with a great crowd of 
folks enjoying the music, food, children’s 
games and all the festivities. The total is 

2

not finalized, but all proceeds will be 
going to the Good Samaritan Center. 

Thanks to everyone who helped 
make WellsFest a success. A special 
thanks goes to WellsFest Chair Sha 
Pollard and the WellsFest Committee.  

We all thank God for his grace and 
the opportunity to serve through this gift 
to the community called WellsFest. 

A Publication of Wells Church  
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WellsFest Chair Sha Pollard takes a moment to pause to see the culmination of months of hard 
work to make WellsFest 2022 a success. 

 
 

See More WellsFest Photos, Page 2 
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2022 Wells Church Giving 
Jan. $52,763.54 July $35,322.00 
Feb. $40,488.00 Aug. $45,171.00
March $38,342.00 Sept. $ 
April $37,675.00 Oct. $ 
May $46,516.57 Nov. $ 
June $48,502.00 Dec. $ 
Based on the 2022 budget, $62,237 is needed 
monthly to support operations and ministries of 
the church. 

 Oct. 1  Tony Quinn 
 Oct. 2  Libby Garraway, Patricia Odom, 

Laura Taylor, Doris Beauchamp 
 Oct. 6 Anthony Chambers, Ashley 

Rogers, David Morgan, Anthony 
Parkinson, Connie Martin Ballard 

 Oct. 7  Turner Hays 
 Oct. 8  Misty Hays 
 Oct. 9 Jenifer Dendinger, Charles 

Perkins, Karen Pruitt, Elaine 
Collins 

 Oct. 10 Eric James 
 Oct. 11 Lilly Floyd, Sam Gordon, Bernard 

Harbin 
 Oct. 12 Gene Johnston 
 Oct. 13 Beth Hodges, Jan Smith 
 Oct. 14 John Henegan, Martha Rogers 
 Oct. 18 Jill Gray, Leonard Blanton 
 Oct. 19 Ken Hodges, Bobby Miller 
 Oct. 20 Craig Cullum, Evelyn Araujo 
 Oct. 21 Elizabeth Baine, Jameri Ruffin  
 Oct. 22 R.D. Boggans, Morella Henegan 
 Oct. 24  Keith May 
 Oct. 25 Kyle Jennings, Jim Walters 
 Oct. 26 Damani Bedi, Gwen Hales, Paula 

Barnes 
 Oct. 28 Jan Garrick 
 Oct. 29 James Lindsey, Jared Rogers 
 Oct. 30 John Gressley, Terry Thornton 
 Oct. 31  Christina Bach, Anne Karges 

George McDonald 
If your birthday isn’t listed or is listed      
incorrectly, please let us know. 

 

WellsFest 2022 
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By Ashley Rogers 
Children’s Director 

"Children's Sabbath allows us the 
opportunity to take a fresh look each 
year at the needs of children in the 
neighborhoods where we worship, work, 
and live; and then discover ways to 
address or meet those needs as people 
of God." — Nancy Gordon, former 
Director of Ministry with Children at 
Discipleship Ministries 

Despite the continued 
warm weather, shops have 
begun selling pumpkin 
spiced goods, so it’s safe to 
say that fall has officially 
arrived. It’s not too early to 
begin thinking about one of 

my favorite Sundays that we celebrate 
not only with United Methodists, but also 
Christians across the nation. 

On Sunday, Oct. 16, Wells will 
observe Children’s Sabbath — a special 
morning of worship set aside to 
remember the contributions of young 
people in the formation and duration of 
the church, as well as to celebrate the 
future legacy our children will create for 
themselves and generations to come.  

United Methodists have a long history 
of ministering to the specific needs of 
children, dating back to John and 
Charles Wesley’s Holy Clubs teaching 
the poorest children in Oxford, England. 
During Children’s Sabbath, 
congregations are called to not only 
celebrate the children within their 
ministry, but also to pray about and 
raise awareness of issues affecting 
children within their community. 

We hope you will join us on Oct. 16 
as we celebrate our young people by 
allowing their gifts and talents to shine 
during worship and then reflect on how 
God is calling us to serve the children in 
our community. See you there! 

Write Ashley at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org. 

Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

Rogers 

Celebrate, Help 
Our Children  988 

By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

We don't talk about suicide. It seems shameful and embarrassing; to be 
spoken of only behind closed doors, behind the back of the hand and even then 
only in whispers and euphemisms. Suicide is as common as it is stigmatized, 
and there is no better path to reduce stigma than to speak openly and plainly. 

In 2020 suicide was the 12th leading cause of death in the U.S. 
This is certainly an undercount, as the underlying cause of many 
deaths — in single car accidents, for example — cannot be 
attributed definitively. Also, additional suicides are known within 
the privacy of a family, but listed by the proximal cause of death. 

We know a lot about how risk varies with demographic 
characteristics.* Men are at almost 4x higher risk for completed suicides than 
women, although women have more attempts. Caucasians are at greater risk 
than African Americans, and Native Americans are at highest risk. Military 
veterans are about 150 percent more likely to die by suicide than non-veterans 
are. In the U.S., adults ages 25-34 and 75 and older are at highest risk. In 2020, 
about 53 percent of completed suicides in this country were by firearm — a joint 
function of accessibility and lethality. Those suffering from depression, 
substance abuse, and serious mental illnesses such as schizophrenia and 
bipolar disorder are at elevated risk of suicide. 

Studies of suicide attempt survivors have found that the vast majority do not 
go on to die by suicide later.* This highlights the fact that the precipitants of 
suicide attempts are often transient. There is a good reason suicide is 
characterized as, “a permanent ‘solution’ to a temporary problem.” 

In early July, 988 replaced the National Suicide Hotline as the go-to voice or 
text number to access help 24/7 (although the Hotline number still works). 988 
connects the caller anonymously with a network of trained helpers. The 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration website contains a 
great deal of background information on 988.* 

Here are some things we've learned to pay attention to: If someone has a 
history of suicide attempts, the re-emergence of suicidal thoughts must be taken 
very seriously. Making plans such as hoarding medications, disposing of 
belongings and making other irrevocable decisions are other key warning signs. 
The National Institutes of Mental Health website has additional information.* In 
short, suicidal thoughts are a symptom, and they should serve as a signal to get 
a professional evaluation ASAP. If you have a relationship with a mental health 
professional, that person can help. If not, 988 or the nearest emergency 
department are the best go-tos.  

In closing, may we pray: “Lord, may those who are suffering from a will to die 
seek and receive the comfort, safety and treatment they so much need. And 
may we be freed from stigmatizing attitudes that blind us to the risks that may 
be present in ourselves or our loved ones.” 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 
*datocms-assets.com/12810/1649682186-
14296_afsp_2022_national_fact_sheet_update_m1_v4.pdf 
*hsph.harvard.edu/means-matter/means-matter/survival/ 
*samhsa.gov/find-help/988 
*nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/warning-signs-of-suicide 

Parker 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 	
  
 
  

1

By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

Chris’ series on “grace” stirred a 
memory in me. It happened in 2006 
after I’d been diagnosed with breast 
cancer. My mother died at age 45 of 
breast cancer (leaving five children), 
and her twin sister fought it twice in her 
life. Not good. I was concerned.   

I was at choir rehearsal 
one night and I had just 
shared my upcoming 
surgery during our prayer 
time. One of the ladies 
said, “But for the grace of 
God go I.” I thought, WAIT! 

WHAT? At first, I thought she might be 
suggesting I did not know the grace of 
God!  But I know my friend was just 
expressing her fear of what such a 
diagnosis might mean in her own life.  
With my family history, I tended to think, 
not “why me?”... but “why NOT me!” 

2

We have probably all used the 
phrase, “But for the grace of God, go I.” 
I hope we’re careful that we do so with 
a deep sense of gratitude and humility 
and NOT a cursory, “Man, I’m so lucky 
that isn’t ME!” It’s so easy to feel a 
disconnect with the person going 
through a calamity. The wall we can 
build seems to protect us from such a 
possibility in our own lives. To live in 
reality is to experience both good AND 
bad circumstances. But our belief and 
experience of God’s grace empowers 
us to celebrate the good and claim that 
no disease, no mishap, no tragedy can 
separate us from God’s love and grace! 

Does prayer have the power to alter 
these bad circumstances? At times, I 
am convinced that prayer made all the 
difference. Other times, we’re left to 
wonder how a loving God can allow 
such suffering. I remember when my 
18-year-old brother died unexpectedly 
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of complications from mononucleosis. 
A “religious mentor” told me, ”If you 
had only prayed, your brother would 
not have died!” It took years to 
understand the fallacy of that ridiculous 
statement! Through conversations with 
God, asking for strength to move 
through such tragedy and the selfless 
love of our friends, we did find grace.  

The Rev. Phillip Devaul says, 
“Grace is not the thing that saves you 
from a tragedy. Grace is that place in 
the midst of tragedy where Jesus is 
found, and it looks an awful lot like love 
and mercy.” Grace is the love that 
opens our hearts to the suffering of 
others. Grace is the mercy we show 
when we offer our time, our money, 
our ear, ourselves to those about 
whom we say, “But for the grace of 
God go I.” 

Write Nancy at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

But for the Grace of God... 

Moore 


