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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

What an incredible opportunity we 
have to be going back live and in person 
with WellsFest! For me WellsFest is 
such an incredible opportunity to share 
what is right and good about our world 
and a witness of who we are at Wells. 

 
WellsFest is a gift! 

I pulled this quote 
directly from the WellsFest 
website and publicity: 
“WellsFest, Jackson’s first 
music festival, was 
established in 1984 by 
Wells United Methodist 

Church as a gift of love to the 
community. 

“The goals were simple: to help local 
service organizations; to provide a day 
of outdoor family fun and music, free 
from alcohol; and to show that God's 
love can bring people together in 
support of a worthy cause. 

“The first WellsFest simply featured 
area musicians, barbecued chicken, a 
few children’s games and a silent 
auction. As the crowds grew, the 
activities were expanded to make 
WellsFest a unique, ‘must-do’ item on 
the fall social calendar.” 

Oftentimes as we plan for the future it 
is helpful to look at our past. Knowing 
why and how things got started helps us 
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By Sha Pollard 
WellsFest Chair 

Love in action. That’s WellsFest in 
three words. Not even a pandemic could 
hold back our love for others. Last year, 
we crafted a virtual WellsFest that 
surpassed expectations. 

Yes! WellsFest IS BACK for 2022 and 
the planning is in full swing.  

The Saturday outdoor 
part of WellsFest will return 
live to Jamie Fowler Boyll 
Park on Sept. 24. We’ll 
again enjoy a series of 
bands playing a variety of 
music throughout the day. 

The kids’ play area? It’s back. That 
long stretch of tents with arts and crafts 
and other vendors?  Check. It’s back.  
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How about the cotton candy booth 
we’ve run for decades? It’s back. 

What will be different? Food will be 
provided by food trucks. The trucks will 
offer attendees a range of choices for 
their meals or snacks at the park. The 
silent auction of local merchants’ goods 
and services? We’ll display the auction 
items online ahead of the festival. Folks 
will be able to bid at the park, too.  

WellsFest Art Night will again be at 
Duling Hall on Sept. 20, the Tuesday 
before the outdoor festival. This is no 
admission charge or parking fee. There 
will be captivating art from many of our 
state’s best artists with food, live music 
and fellowship galore!  So, what will 
change? We’ll post the live auction art 
online ahead of the event so folks can 
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Several days a week, our Wells master gardener, Loy Moncrief, quietly goes about the business of 
beauty, making our campus blossom and bloom. In the middle of a concrete city, Wells Church 
gardens provide a green space of beauty and tranquility. Thanks Loy. 
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2022 Wells Church Giving 
Jan. $52,763.54 July $ 
Feb. $40,488.00 Aug. $
March $38,342.00 Sept. $ 
April $ Oct. $ 
May $ Nov. $ 
June $ Dec. $ 
Based on the 2022 budget, $62,237 is needed 
monthly to support operations and ministries of 
the church. 

May 1  Brooke McDonald 

May 3 Tommy Naugle, Glenda White 

May 4 David Moody 

May 7 Peggy Smith, Bill Johnson 

May 8 Jeanne Rozman 

May 9 Tim Barnes 

May 10 Hunter McGee 

May 12 Kristen Larson, Karen Powell, 
Martha Stockstill 

May 13 Florence Cooper, Carey Allen 

May 15 Chet Hollomon 

May 16  Nancy Alford 

May 17 Deborah Ballou, Shania Ransom 

May 18 James Martin, Gayle Poole 

May 20 John Black 

May 22 Cynthia Thomas 

May 23  Diane Braman, Polly Stokes 
Barnes  

May 24 Jean Hawks  

May 28 Richard Marquez  

May 29 Jan Hawthorne, Janice McNeil, 
Sherry Singleton 

If your birthday is in May and isn’t listed 
here, please let us know. 
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be able to stay focused on why it is 
important to continue to do what we do. 
(This is important not only for the 
planning of WellsFest, but also for us as 
Wells Church.) Knowing our why helps 
us live out more fully our purpose in life 
and in this case the life of an event that 
has continued since 1984. 

So, let’s look at our “Why.” 

WellsFest began, and has continued 
to be, “a gift of love to the community.” 
Nothing grounds us any more to do 
what we do than this one statement. 
We are seeking to be a gift of love to 
the community. Why do we participate 
in numerous meetings? Why do work 
diligently to involve others? Why do we 
seek as many volunteers as possible 
from the church and community? We 
do those things so that we may be a 
gift and offer the gift of love.  
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And so here is what that gift of love 
calls us to do: 
• “Help local service organizations.” 

(Raising money is good, but it is 
not the ultimate goal. Helping other 
organizations by connecting others 
with them may be a greater gift.) 

• “Provide a day of outdoor family 
fun and music, free from alcohol.”  
(It really is a fun day for everyone 
and what better gift can we offer to 
our community this year than fun?) 

• “Show that God's love can bring 
people together in support of a 
worthy cause.” (Our true witness) 

May offering the gift of love move us 
to share even more the wonderful 
experience that WellsFest is and can 
be. It truly is “a unique, “must do” item 
on the fall social calendar.” 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

Gift of Love 
Continued from Page 1 
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look and bid early. The night of the live 
auction we’ll take both digital and on-
site bids. That should liven things up.  

WellsFest is a project that ALL 
WellsFolk can and (pardon my nagging) 
SHOULD support. The kind of support 
we need most is a few hours from you 
the day in the park and on Art Night. 
Even a couple of hours from 20 people 
who haven’t helped in previous festivals 
would make a huge difference. We’re 
not talking heavy manual labor. You 
might get tired, but it will be a wonderful 
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kind of tired. Visualize yourself selling 
tickets to smiling kids at the play area or 
churning out snow cones. You can do 
this. I just know the spirit is moving 
many of you.  

All you have to do is call me to say, 
“Tell me about helping with so-and-so 
part of WellsFest,” or ask, “What can I 
do to help?” We have a place for you 
suited to your interests and abilities. 
Share your gifts with others, through 
WellsFest. It’s a labor of love. I’m at 
601-937-0879. Show your love! 

WellsFest Is Back 
Continued from Page 1  

______________________________________________________
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Emergence 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

Who are we as a church?  

That's no small question, and while there would no doubt of a lot of overlap if 
we all shared our thoughts, there would also be areas of difference. Those 
differences might be nuances of emphasis, or they could be things unique to our 
own perspectives and needs.  

I think “Who are we?” is a really good question to ask periodically. We can't 
know what we ought to do if we are unclear about who we are. 

This makes me think of the experience of “emergence,” when the 
whole becomes more than the sum of its parts. Friendships are 
emergent. That special form of relationship can't be explained by 
counting the amount of time spent together, enumerating shared 
interests, or noting similarities in opinions. Friends experience 
something that has emerged and is deeper, more important and 
longer-lived than the facts of the relationship. 

Worship is emergent.  

What I experience can't be explained by following the instructions in the bulletin 
– stand up, sit down, listen to this, say that, make sure you open the dry end of 
the communion cup first. Over time those elements and my participation can 
become mechanical and non-consuming.  

As a whole it is a very different story: 
Something deep and wide emerges that 
it is difficult and maybe unnecessary to 
put a finger on. I know this, though: it 
wouldn't be the whole it is without the 
contributions, both prominent and subtle, 
of everyone with whom I share worship. 
Too, there is a deeply personal element 
to what emerges for me, an element that 
depends on my own spiritual and 
emotional vulnerability, readiness and 
awareness. 

The same is true of our work in the world.  

WellsFest is a large example. You won't “get” WellsFest by reading tip sheets 
for the different areas, by looking at the layout in the park or by noting the size of 
the “big check.” There is much more that emerges in the process that includes our 
church community, the community of Wells with the larger community and the 
internal experiences of all those who volunteer and attend. 

So, as we look ahead and move ahead in the life of our Community of Faith, 
let's pay due attention to the details while reserving our most focused and 
prayerful attention on what has, can and will emerge from what we do together.  

Prayer: “Thank you Lord, for what emerges in the life of our Community of 
Faith. We ask for the grace, vision and courage to realize our best potential.” 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

Parker 

By Ashley Rogers 
Children’s Director 

One of the blessings of being in 
children’s and youth ministry at Wells is 
how generous our congregation is with 
its time, talent and resources.  

As I near a decade of 
doing this work, I’m 
humbled to think back on 
all of those years and can’t 
remember a single 
instance in which there 
was something our young  

people couldn’t do because of a lack of 
resources. Every activity, project, outing 
and mission opportunity has been made 
possible because of our congregation 
coming together with the common goal 
of helping young people seek Jesus in 
meaningful and fun ways.  

To that end, we will officially kick off 
our 2022 youth fundraising efforts on 
Sunday, May 1. Our youth and 
chaperones will take a few minutes 
during worship services to explain about 
the ways you can help make this year’s 
summer adventure one to remember. 
We’ll have sponsorship opportunities 
ranging from $4 to $350, so hopefully 
everyone can help us in some way!  

On Sunday, May 15, the youth will 
host a spaghetti lunch following the 
worship service. Rick Kelly will be our 
head chef. We need all of our Wells 
family to make plans to join us that day 
for delicious spaghetti, salad, bread, 
dessert and iced tea. Plates are $10, 
(additional donations welcome). 

I thank you in advance for supporting 
our young people. It’s been two long 
years since they’ve had need of 
fundraisers, so we’re hopeful the 
generous spirit of our Wells members 
will be bold in the weeks ahead!  

Write Ashley at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org. 

Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

Rogers 

Fundraisers to 
Support Youth 



 

 

 

Celebrate Eastertide as a Time to Dig Deeper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 	
  
 
  

1

By Sue Keen Hyland 
Associate Pastor 

Holy Week has come and gone. We 
joined in the Last Supper, we journeyed 
to Golgotha and we celebrated the 
empty tomb! After a week full of 
emotion, faith, hope, sorrow and joy, 
what do we do now?  

Beginning at sunset on 
the Eve of Easter and 
extending through 
Pentecost we can 
celebrate Eastertide! I 
count this as pure joy to 
spend this time reflecting 

on the resurrected Christ. 

I encourage you this season to dig 
deeper into what it means to be a 
follower of Christ. By looking closely at 
John Wesley’s “Three Simple Rules,” I 
am examining some spaces in my life 
that need to be dusted off and cleaned 
up with the rules of “Do no harm. Do 
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good. Stay in love with God.” 

In Reuben Job’s book Three Simple 
Rules, he states that, “The first simple 
rule is, “Do no harm.”…Even a child can 
understand what it means, and it is 
applicable to everyone at every stage of 
life. And when practiced, it works 
wonders in transforming the world 
around us.” Think of situations where 
conflict arise. How much easier is it for 
us to spit out something harmful at 
those who we are in a disagreement 
with than it is for us to sit back, take a 
breath and remember that no matter 
how low they go, we will commit to “do 
no harm?” 

Job also writes that “doing good is a 
universal command… Doing good is 
directed at everyone, even those who 
do not fit my category of worthy to 
receive any good that I or others can 
direct their way.” What does life look 
like when we “do good” to those who we 
don’t feel are worthy? What does life 
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look like when doing good is a state of 
being, not a state of doing? 

Finally, stay in love with God... “We 
may name our spiritual disciplines 
differently, but we too must find our 
way of living and practicing those 
disciplines that will keep us in love with 
God-practices that will help keep us 
positioned in such a way that we may 
hear and be responsive to God’s 
slightest whisper of direction…” When 
we stay in love with God through doing 
no harm, doing good and maintaining 
our spiritual disciplines, how loud might 
God’s still small voice become? 

Be encouraged through this 
Eastertide. Continue your spiritual 
disciplines of Lent. Try out a lifestyle of 
“Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love 
with God.” See how God transforms 
you and those around you.  

Write Sue at 
suehyland@wellschurch.org. 

Hyland 


