
      

       	 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

The last few months have offered us 
an opportunity to pause and reflect on 
where we are as a church here at Wells 
and how God may be leading us.  

Charge conference, 
budget planning and 
planning for a new year 
have offered us time to 
really reflect on where 
things are in our journey 
together. To say that   

COVID-19 has had a significant impact 
on who we are and how we live out 
ministry is certainly an understatement. 
Yet, as we really look back at ourselves, 
there are trends in attendance and 
giving to Wells that have been going on 
for a long time. This past month as we 
talked about “What Now, Wells?” we 
had an opportunity to look at some of 
these trends and realities.   

So here are a few of the things that 
were shared (I believe this gives us the 
best indicator of what is happening 
week to week): 

Worship Attendance 

2010    2014    2017    2019    2022   

  340      259      217      175      100 

Sunday School Attendance 

2010    2014    2017    2019    2022   

  190      195       98        73        42               

The pandemic has certainly had a 
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December 2022  

Celebrate the Christ Child 
We have entered into the Advent 

Season and look with anticipation of the 
coming again of the Christ Child. 

During Advent, we light the candles of 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Our Advent 
services will focus on this season with 
special music and message. 

This year, the Wells Choir will be 
joining with the Broadmeadow UMC 
Choir to present our Christmas music 
program. The choirs will sing at 
Broadmeadow at 10:45 a.m. and at 
Wells at 3 p.m. (See page 4 for details.) 

We will gather for worship at 5 p.m. 

on Christmas Eve. This candlelight 
service will include special Christmas 
music and liturgy, concluding with the 
lighting of candles throughout the 
gathered congregation. 

On Christmas Day, we will gather at 
our regular worship time, 10 a.m., for a 
time to celebrate the day with joy. You 
are invited to come-as-you-are and 
enjoy a time together with lots of 
Christmas carols and communion. 

Let us celebrate this holy Christmas 
season with the hope, love, joy and 
peace that Jesus’ birth brings again. 
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2022 Wells Church Giving 
Jan. $52,763.54 July $35,322.00 
Feb. $40,488.00 Aug. $45,171.00
March $38,342.00 Sept. $44,038.00 
April $37,675.00 Oct. $38,066.00 
May $46,516.57 Nov. $ 
June $48,502.00 Dec. $ 
Based on the 2022 budget, $62,237 is needed 
monthly to support operations and ministries of 
the church. 

 Dec. 1  Howard Ballou 

 Dec. 3  Jonathan Huddleston, Peggy 
Jennings 

 Dec. 4 Bob Kersh, Bob Nevels  

 Dec. 7 Douglas “BB” Watson 

 Dec. 10 Ethan Perkins, Vickie Stewart 

 Dec. 11 Linda Brewer 

 Dec. 12 Susan Sloop 

 Dec. 13 Raymond “Mac” McNulty 

 Dec. 14 Sarah Parker Bedi, Carson Furniss 

 Dec. 15 John Dollarhide 

 Dec. 16 Dave Deardorff, Lorene Nevels, 
Anitra Montgomery 

 Dec. 21 Duke Garraway 

 Dec. 22 Margi Prine 

 Dec. 23 Zeily Orozco Hernandez, John 
Stark 

 Dec. 24 Richard McGinnis  

 Dec. 25 Dora Boaz, Maria Robinson 

 Dec. 27 Wesley Benson 

 Dec. 29 Valerie Henderson 

 Dec. 30 Michelle Young 

 Dec. 31 Pam Hynes, Rick Kelly 

  If your birthday is in December and isn’t  
  listed here, please let us know. 
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 significant effect since 2020! 

Trying to determine exactly how 
Wells has sustained itself financially has 
been an interesting inquiry as well. 
Wells has never really been a place that 
was sustained by systemic giving or 
pledges or by constant appeals. Often 
the resources to do the ministry have 
come in because someone saw the 
value of what Wells was doing and 
offered resources, or left Wells larger 
donations in his or her will or 
investments. To use an often-quoted 
phrase here at Wells, “money follows 
purpose.” That is very accurate for who 
we are and how Wells has been 
sustained. We still continue to live out 
the purpose and hope of Wells each 
day and we certainly have faith that 
God will continue to provide and guide. 
That being said, I want to share with 
you where we find ourselves. 

General Fund  (Jan. – Oct. 2022) 

Income          $398,003.10          
Expenses      $526,481.00                 
Difference  (-$128,477.90)  

Restricted funds  (Jan.- Oct. 2022) 

Income $150,435.81 
Expenses $142,111.12 
Difference     $8,324.69 

Some funds are “restricted,” or set 
aside for particular things such as the 
Food Pantry or the Youth Ministry. 

It is often helpful for us to pause and 
see where we are to be able to head 
where God is leading us into the future.  
The last several years have been years 

of transition for Wells. Yet, some of the 
trends that we see have been going on 
for some time. I acknowledge that these 
trends are not only happening at Wells, 
but in other churches as well. All of us 
are seeking to know how to live out 
Christ’s mission in the world now.  

So, what now, Wells?  

First, we need you. We need your 
prayers, presence, gifts, service and 
witness. The pandemic has made it 
easy for us to find other places to be on 
Sunday, but we still would love for you 
to be here worshiping with us. Share 
with others that Wells is still a place of 
loving, caring and sharing.  Help us 
“Close the Gap” with where things are 
with finances and share with others that 
we still live with an intended purpose of 
transforming our community and world.   

Join us and pray with us as we seek 
to vision where God will use Wells to 
offer a place for all people to journey 
with Christ and each other. Please join 
me in helping end the year in a strong 
way by considering a gift that will help 
us support the ministry here at Wells. 

My hope in January or February is to 
have another pop-up Sunday school 
class where we “vision a future with 
hope.”  

May you have a blest holiday season 
as we celebrate the greatest gift of all, 
the birth of Jesus Christ! May you truly 
experience Immanuel, that God is with 
us. 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 
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By Ashley Rogers 
Children’s Director 

How many times have you heard an 
adult lament the lost magic of the 
holidays?  

Or maybe you’ve felt it 
yourself — that longing to 
return to a time where all 
the Christmas season 
meant was stories around 
the fire, flipping through the 
JC Penney catalog 

with a marker in hand, watching The 
Grinch and A Charlie Brown Christmas, 
decorating the tree and seeing family.  

For many of us, it’s a stark contrast to 
how we experience the holidays as 
adults. The added responsibilities and 
awareness that comes with age can too 
often dampen the excitement.  

As we enter into the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas, I invite you to dig 
deeply to rediscover that holiday 
wonder. We have four weeks between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas to prepare 
our hearts and minds to joyfully receive 
the gift of the Christ Child. Let our 
weekly focus on Hope, Love, Joy and 
Peace help realign your focus on what 
truly matters. May we let go of the worry 
and angst so that we can fully embrace 
the baby Jesus and the salvation we 
have in his promised coming.  

At 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 7, 
the youth will have their Christmas 
party, complete with games, prizes and 
foods of their choosing. Please join us 
for an evening of fun! If anyone would 
like to sweeten the prize box, gift cards 
from $5 to $20 are appreciated! 

At 6:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 16, our 
college crowd is invited to join us for a 
holiday homecoming gathering at 
Highball Lanes in Jackson. We’ll provide 
the bowling and a bunch of appetizers 
and can’t wait to hear what everyone 
has been up to at school! 

Write Ashley at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org. 
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Advent & Angst  
Holy ‘Scandal’  

By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

Jesus was born under particularly scandalous and inauspicious 
circumstances.  

There was the issue of his mother birthing him while 
surrounded by livestock, of course. But truthfully, the 
manger was really the least of it. The problem of his unwed 
pregnant mother preceded this. Try imagining a 
conversation between Joseph's parents on this matter — or 
between them and Joseph. Mary's parents must have had a 
bird. We would have or have done the same... 

The Gospels have a way of blowing up our assumptions about those 
whose lives have been marked by scandal in some way, or who have 
been disgraced in front of polite or powerful company. Let's see: 

• There was the woman at the well, with her serial relationship 
issues (John 4:4-28). 

• And the woman caught in adultery (John 8: 1-11), whom we 
meet when her life was on the line. (Note that while it takes two 
to tango, the man caught in adultery is not mentioned.) 

• Zacchaeus' profession as tax collector for the occupying 
Romans was disgraceful for a Jew (Luke 19:1-10). This would 
have been true even if he was a tall man. 

I could go on, especially if I brought the 
Old Testament into it. But enough about 
them; what about us? 

Avoiding disgrace and living a scandal-
free life is a good thing, but we should be 
mindful that there are many in this world 
whose lives draw no negative attention, but 
whose hearts are cold and whose minds are 
small and locked down tight. 

 We would do well to combine the humility 
and self-awareness of “there but for the 
grace of God go I...” with the knowledge that 
God has and does use those we're apt to 
reject. And then add to that the faith to trust 
that God will continue to use such people. 
“The least of these...” does not just mean 
children. 

As we cross into Advent, let's nurture an 
awareness that great and wonderful people 
can emerge from mean circumstances. And 
that having low expectations of others is a 
curse unbecoming of love.  

Prayer: “Lord, we thank you for the ways you have redeemed each of 
us and the ways that we have been blessed by others you have 
redeemed. We thank you for the power of transformed lives. This 
Christmas we pray for ears to hear, eyes to see, warm hearts and open 
minds. In Christ's name.” 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

Parker 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 	
  
 
  

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
JACKSON, MS 

PERMIT NO. 333 

WELLS CHURCH 
 

A UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATION 

2019 Bailey Avenue, Jackson, MS 39213  
www.wellschurch.org | 601-353-0658  
www.facebook.com/wells.church.14 

Loving • Caring • Sharing 

 

Celebrate Christmas Joy with Music 

Moore 

a.m. then invite the congregation to join 
him at Broadmeadow. The concert will 
be presented again at 3 p.m. at Wells.  

There will be something for everyone 
on the program! You’ll hear several 
familiar carols, including “Silent Night,” 
“Lo, How a Rose,” “Joy To the World,” 

By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

 Our choir has worked hard to 
prepare the annual Christmas concert 
that for many of us heralds in the 
Christmas season. 

The program is titled, 
“Evermore and 
Evermore,” and will be 
presented by the joint 
choirs of Wells and 
Broadmeadow United 
Methodist Churches. 

The program will be presented twice 
on Sunday, Dec. 11.   

At 10:45 a.m. at Broadmeadow 
United Methodist Church, the joint choir 
will present selections from the program 
during the regular worship service. 
Broadmeadow is located at 4419 
Broadmeadow St. On that day, Chris 
will offer a brief service at Wells at 10 

as well as “Of the Father’s Love 
Begotten,” on which the program is 
built.  There will also be some beautiful 
newly composed music of the season, 
a jazz instrumental, our handbell choir, 
a lovely duet from Vivaldi’s “GLORIA,” 
congregational singing, and much 
more! We will welcome our own 
Howard Ballou once again as he reads 
the Christmas story as told in the book 
of Luke.   

The music will be interspersed with 
narration reminding us of the 
“evermore” of God’s love throughout 
our sometimes complicated and 
chaotic lives. Narration will be read by 
Fran Smith.   

Please join us Sunday, Dec. 11, as 
we celebrate the birth of Christ 
together! 

Write Nancy at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

 


