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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

To say it has been one of the hardest 
years in the life of the church and in our 
lives is an understatement. This past 
year has offered challenges that I never 
dreamed we would face. 

As if a pandemic that 
has caused us to limit our 
time together is not 
enough, the continuing 
upswing in racial tension, 
political polarization and 
outright meanness has 

left me in grief, soul searching and 
spending a lot of time in prayer. 

It has been incredibly easy over this 
past year to become disconnected. It’s 
become easy to live in our own little 
world! I know that we have all tried in 
whatever ways that we could to stay 
connected, but it is so hard in this world 
that seems to continue to create stuff to 
separate us and that convinces us that 
we have to take a side in all matters.  

We have been so shaped this past 
year by social media. Facebook and 
Twitter have become our authority and 
we find things there that will support our 
opinions. Interaction for us is cut and 
paste with no thought of how it may 
impact others. Things that we believe 
were not volatile have become 
explosive, cause for “unfriending” and 
hiding from folks who we would normally 
walk across the sanctuary to hug. Wells 
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By Sha Pollard 
WellsFest Chair 

 “To love and to serve others.” 
WellsFest. You.  

Put it together: Over 
the last 36 years, 
WellsFest has become a 
ministry that is central to 
our congregation’s 
mission and identity.  
What Keith called our 

 “love offering to the community” has 
evolved from a one-day music festival to 
a week full of activities. The music 
festival is still going strong — and newer 
elements such as “Art Night,” our 5K 
run/walk and our golf tournament have 
blossomed.  

Here’s my key point, friends: 
Presenting WellsFest requires a lot of 
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“people power.” And we need YOU to 
ensure the success of this year’s 
WellsFest Week and WellsFests to 
come.* 

Yes, this article is an enlistment 
piece. You hear a similar “call to duty” 
about this time every year. This year, 
seize one of the numerous opportunities 
to join the team that plans WellsFest.  
The festival is flourishing, which 
heightens the need for YOU to 
participate. Three of our committee 
chairs are ready to hand the reins to 
successors for the silent auction, golf 
tournament and 5K run/walk. 

OK, so you don’t want to lead a 
committee. No problem!  Simply commit 
to help with the part(s) of WellsFest that 
appeal to you the most. In addition to 

See Unity, Page 2 
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is a place that proclaims “Everyone Very 
Welcome.” This has never been 
challenged quite as much as it has been 
by the political climate this past year. 

So, Where are we now? What makes 
us who we are? What defines us as 
being different at Wells Church? 

Since I have been pastor here at 
Wells Church, I have had the opportunity 
to hear how people came to connect at 
Wells. Most of the stories have included 
a witness of having seen the diversity 
that is and has been a part of the Wells 
congregation since the beginning.   

It is a place where love is felt and is 
real. It is a place of diversity, where 
people not only co-exist, but care for 
each other. It is a place where identity 
and opinions are important and 
welcome, but where the love of Christ 
and the calling to a higher practice of 
love, respect and appreciation are 
central to our co-existence and care for 
one another. 

How do we reclaim our identity as 
being a Loving, Caring and Sharing 
people? We need to know the healing 
touch of Jesus in our lives. We need to 
reclaim a sense of moving beyond 
ourselves and our opinions and story to 
once again join in Jesus’ story and call. 

Jesus’ story is one that involves 
incarnation, sacrifice, redemption, 
unconditional love, unity, oneness (“that 
they may be one as we are one”) and 
resurrection. God has come to earth in 
Christ to make the sacrifice for the 
atonement of our sins so that each of us 

Unity 
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may be redeemed and welcomed by 
God’s grace into love, a unified purpose 
and a different story that gives a full and 
eternal life. 

Throughout the New Testament the 
theme of love, unity and peace are 
central. We must reclaim who we are and 
find healing in journeying back together. 
In Galatians 3:26-28, Romans10:11-15 
and Colossians 3:11-17, Paul shares our 
call as Christians.  

I leave you with these words and the 
challenge from Colossians 3:11-17: In 
that renewal there is no longer Greek 
and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience. Bear with one another and, if 
anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. 
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through 
him. 

O Lord, let it be so in and through us! 
Write Chris at 

chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

2021 Wells Church Giving 
 
Jan. $45,994.00 July           
Feb. $46,629.00 Aug.    
March $36,205.94 Sept.   
April  Oct.   
May                Nov.    
June  Dec.    
 
Based on the 2021 budget, $$58,972 is 
needed monthly to support the church’s 
operations and ministries. 

May 1  Brooke McDonald, Susan 
Richter 

May 3 Tommy Naugle, Glenda White 

May 4 David Moody 

May 7 Peggy Smith, Bill Johnson 

May 8 Jeanne Rozman 

May 9 Tim Barnes 

May 10 Hunter McGee 

May 12 Kristen Larson, Karen Powell, 
Martha Stockstill 

May 13 Florence Cooper, Carey Allen 

May 15 Chet Hollomon 

May 16  Nancy Alford 

May 17 Deborah Ballou, Shania 
Ransom 

May 18 James Martin, Gayle Poole 

May 22 Cynthia Thomas 

May 23  Diane Braman, Polly Stokes 
Barnes  

May 24 Jean Hawks  

May 28 Richard Marquez  

May 29 Jan Hawthorne, Janice McNeil, 
Sherry Singleton 

If your birthday is in May and isn’t listed 
here or is listed incorrectly, please let us 
know. 
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Memory 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

I had what I thought were two pretty good ideas for my column in May, but I 
forgot both of them. That disappointed me, but my fallback became to write about 
memory itself. Importantly, I want to offer this encouragement right off the bat —
We need not be alarmed about the fragility of our memories. Forgetting is normal. 
The self-awareness that we inconveniently or embarrassingly forget things can 
actually be seen as a healthy sign. The memory impairment we fear is sneaky, 
and we're not actually likely to be the first to notice it. 

There are two kinds of problems with memory: failing to 
remember things we want to, which is the most common, and 
remembering things we'd rather forget. The latter is a hallmark of 
trauma and the unwanted remembering is not ordinary 
remembering; the memories are intrusive, persistent, overly vivid, 
and disturbing. Remembering too well is a type of suffering. 

We're actually fortunate that we forget. There is a rare disorder where 
forgetting doesn't happen. Those individuals are burdened by remembering 
everything, whether it is important or relevant or not. Picture remembering in a 
clear way every place you have ever parked a car or every meal you have ever 
eaten. No thanks! Mercifully, we have a “compartment” of memory that holds 
information relatively briefly until we no longer need it. 

Not everything we consider to be a memory problem is actually a memory 
problem. If we do not pay enough attention to something, we're not likely to 
remember it. To this, memory says, “Hey, you weren't paying attention! Don't 
blame me!” 

Lastly, although we tend to think of words, images and actions when we talk 
about memory, these are actually different types of memory. We differ from each 
other in how strong these different types of our memory are and how much we 
rely on them. So, some of us are “visual learners,” meaning that seeing images or 
watching actions are a more effective way to create enduring memories than, 
say, reading a description of the same thing. Tactile and olfactory memory are 
very important as well, with olfactory memory in particular being especially 
powerful and able to evoke memories. 

In May I'd be particularly remiss not to acknowledge a whole other level of 
memory — cultural memory. On May 31, Memorial Day, we carve out some 
private and public attention and devote it to the memory of those who lost their 
lives in the service to our country.  

The magnitude of their sacrifice was unspeakable, as are their numbers. Some 
of us knew one or more of them personally — but in many cases our memories 
are more abstract and general. In John 15:13 Jesus said, “Greater love has no 
one than this, that a person will lay down his life for his friends.” The author 
Herman Wouk said, “The end of war lies in remembrance.” We cannot afford to 
forget. 

Prayer: “We thank you Lord for the gift of memory. Help us be especially adept 
and eager to remember all that is good and holy. We pause in sadness and great 
gratitude to honor and remember all the men and women who sacrificed for 
causes they believed to be greater than themselves.”  

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

Parker 
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the committees mentioned above, 
others focus on lining up corporate 
sponsorships, publicity, logistics/setup / 
take-down, vendors, food, the coffee 
house, children’s area, pet parade and 
recruiting volunteers.  Where do your 
talents, interests and contacts fit?   

What’s in it for you if you volunteer 
for WellsFest? Spiritual growth. A new 
way of living out our creed. Fellowship, 
fellowship, fellowship! The satisfaction 
of contributing to a team that produces 
results you can be proud of. Knowing 
that, through our beneficiary, you are 
helping disadvantaged individuals and 
families.  Plus, depending on where 
you chip in, sweat on your brow and 
sore muscles when all is wrapped up.  
Yeah, it’s work. God’s work.  

Will WellsFest wither and die without 
you? No, and that’s not the message 
here. The message is: A fairly small 
percentage of our members and 
attendees are directly engaged in this 
form of outreach so important to 
greater Jackson and to our church.  
YOU can help sustain and nurture 
WellsFest.   

Sign up and rock and roll for the 
greater good. You can do this and 
you’ll love doing it.   

To learn more or to share ideas, 
contact me at 601-937-0879 (cell) or 
jandspollard@att.net. 

*COVID-19 is still very much with us. 
We hope to decide in June if WellsFest 
2021 will take place. 

Sha Pollard is chair of WellsFest. 
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 ‘Thou Shall Not Steal’ Means Music, Too 
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By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

As we continue our journey back to 
“normal” church, the staff has had many 
inquiries concerning the return to our 
beloved sung benediction, “May the 
Lord, Mighty God.” Here’s a little 
background on the tune and how it 
came to be used as a benediction: 

The story goes that a 
long-since forgotten 
someone wrote the words 
to “May the Lord, Mighty 
God” for a United 
Methodist Women’s 
gathering in the  

1970s with instructions to sing the 
benediction to the tune of “Eidelweiss” 
from the Sound of Music. The song was 
so popular it quickly came into use in 
many other Christian denominations.  
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Composer Richard Rodgers informed 
congregations that the copyright on his 
music and Oscar Hammerstein’s lyrics 
were “inextricably and legally joined.” 
To be clear, Rodgers’ music could only 
be used with Hammerstein’s lyrics, and 
Hammerstein’s lyrics with Rodgers’ 
music. Rodgers made it very clear that 
he would take legal action against any 
group that used his music with lyrics 
other than the intended “Eidelweiss” 
lyrics. According to his estate, these 
rights continue until the song becomes 
considered public domain. That will be 
another 30-plus years.  

Here is a paragraph from the UMC 
website: “We do not have official 
information on penalties. We do know 
that Williamson Music is in a position to 
file major lawsuits. Based on other 
copyright infringement cases, infringing 
parties should understand that the fees 
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can reach into hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. The point here for 
Christian communities and leaders 
is this: ‘Thou Shalt Not Steal.’” 

I’ve heard the song was a way to 
celebrate our loving community. In that 
spirit, we have been singing a new 
song that reflects that same love and 
unity in Christ — “Make Us One” by 
Carol Cymbala. 

Make us one Lord, make us one; 
    Holy Spirit, make us one. 
    Let your love flow, 
    So the world will know  
    We are one in you.” 

Our benediction remains a beautiful 
expression of love and hope. Let’s sing 
it to the world. 

Write Nancy Moore at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

Music Notes 


