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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

Lent is a season of reflection, 
repentance and transformation. It is an 
opportunity to pause, to pray and to fast 
as well as a time to study the scripture 
and act on what we have learned by 

acts of service to others. 
For me Lent is a time to 
examine my faithfulness to 
Christ and to reflect on 
what we have learned from 
our journey through the 
past year. 

This past year has invited us to 
pause, adjust and learn new ways to 
connect in worship and service. To be 
honest, this time last year I had been 
introduced to ZOOM meetings, but had 
no clue how to join a meeting, let alone 
host three a week.  

I have learned to be grateful for the 
opportunity to connect and see the great 
value in being able to reconnect with 
people from throughout the state and 
U.S. as we share life and faith together. 
We have also expanded our 
worshipping community by having a 
livestreamed virtual worship service. It 
has been a true blessing to interact and 
worship with people from all over the 
world. Our ability to witness what it 
means to follow Jesus and to be a 
church that is committed to Loving, 
Caring and Sharing has been greatly 
expanded by our virtual presence. 

We Learn 
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Federal and State Pandemic 
Relief Plan Supports Budget 
 

1

Wells has been among religious 
institutions that have received some 
financial support from federal and state 
programs designed to provide short-
term relief during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The federal Paycheck Protection 
(PPP) Program and the state 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act were designed to 
provide temporary support to 
businesses and institutions that had 
income damaged by the pandemic. 

The relief came in the form of a loan, 
based on lost potential revenue and 
supported payroll and other business 
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expenses caused by the pandemic. The 
loan is forgivable, and becomes a grant. 

Wells Treasurer Kay Olliver applied 
for the loans and was successful. The 
first one in April provided $60,722 and 
the latest in February provided $58,972. 
In addition, Wells also secured a state 
CARES grant for $12,000. The first PPP 
loan has been forgiven, and the  same 
procedure will be followed for the 
second. 

Thanks to Kay and the Finance 
Committee, these funds helped 
maintain regular operations during the 
pandemic, when normal channels of 
giving were not available.  See Looking Ahead Page 2 
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Following the melt of ice and snow on Feb. 21, the lawn behind the Youth Building was soggy, but 
we were able to hold a service in the parking lot at the back of Wells Church. Better weather this 
spring will open up more opportunities for in-person worship outdoors. 

— Photo by Greg Campbell 
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Another wonderful thing that has 
happened during this time of pandemic 
is that people have taken the time and 
opportunity to stay in contact with others 
through phone calls and writing notes.  
Texts and emails are good, but 
WellsFolk are taking the extra step of 
personally connecting with each other 
during this hard time. Please continue to 
send notes and letters and make calls. 

One of my biggest concerns as we 
shifted from being able to worship in 
person was how we would fare 
financially. As we progressed through 
the year, I continued to be amazed by 
the way that God provides and how we 
have been blessed by the faithfulness of 
your continued commitment to Christ 
and the church. As we begin a new year 
God has provided abundantly for us to 
continue to live and serve faithfully. 

There are things that are developing 
that I believe will help us find our life in 
the days to come. Through much prayer, 
discernment, and the obvious hand of 
God at work (including resources), the 
Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee 
along with the Church Council felt led to 
proceed with the opportunity to have an 
associate pastor join our ministry team. 
We will keep you updated as to whether 
or not an associate pastor will be 
appointed. If one is appointed he or she 
will join our ministry team in July. 

For some time I have felt that the way 
for Wells to find new life is to reconnect 
with the ministries in our community and 
city and to also connect with young 
adults who will bring new life, longevity 
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and a continuing witness of love and 
grace to all people. 

Here is the basic idea of the scope of 
work and an excerpt from the job 
description being developed by the 
SPPRC: 

• Outreach to young adults (to include 
inviting, welcoming and integrating 
them with our congregation). 

• Nurturing connections with 
community agencies so as to 
strengthen Wells’ ministries serving 
disadvantaged individuals and 
families living near the church. 
Examples include Community 
agencies — Operation Shoestring; 
Good Samaritan Center; Grace 
House; Jackson Medical Mall; other 
churches; Wells ministries — 
Tuesday Morning Ministries; 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor and Galloway 
Elementary School. 

• Enhancing current programs for 
youth and young adults as well as 
devising and overseeing the 
provision of new programs. 

Certainly some pastoral duties and 
opportunities will be included. 

I am convinced that God has gone 
before us in leading us to take this step 
of faith. I can’t wait to share with you the 
story of how God has made a way. I 
know it seems strange to some that we 
would be taking this step in the middle of 
a pandemic, but I really feel this is God 
leading us to a future with hope. 

Pray with me as the process unfolds! 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

2021 Wells Church Giving 
 
Jan. $45,994 July           
Feb.  Aug.    
March  Sept.   
April  Oct.   
May                Nov.    
June  Dec.    
 
Based on the 2021 budget, $$58,972 is 
needed monthly to support the church’s 
operations and ministries. 

March 1   Cathy James 
March 2   Trenia Reynolds 
March 4   Terry Dexter, Justin Hays 
March 7   Makyla Norwood 
March 9   Roosevelt Hollis 
March 10 Joan Simon 
March 11 Rev. Emma McNair 
March 12 Shirley “Shelly” Ransom 
March 13 James Daniel, Sha Pollard 
March 14 Camille Wright, Heather  

  Hensarling 
March 15 Robert Bower, Elaine Phelps 
March 16 Wyatt Waters 
March 17 Jamie Ferguson, Kay Olliver, 

  Martha Odom, Lacy Thomas 
March 18 Elizabeth Harrison 
March 19 Joy Gates, Mary Hill, Jerry 

  Hynes, Mary Margarette  
  Butler Hill 

March 21 B.J. Curtis, Dottie Porter,  
 John Banks 

March 22 Carleen Driver, Diane John 
March 23 Sara Rose Parkinson Morrison 
March 24 Patti Brown, Wes Truett, Todd 

  Watson 
March 26 Lacy Huddleston, Elaine  

 Talbott 
March 27 Doug Pyron 
March 28 Allece Cummings 
March 30 Katisa Johnson 
If your birthday is in March and isn’t 
listed, please let us know. 
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Scars’ Stories 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

I'm seriously dating myself here, but in 1971 Rod Stewart and the Faces 
released an album with the title song, “Every Picture Tells a Story.” I don't 
particularly like the song but I do resonate with the idea that there are latent 
stories where we don't necessarily expect or look for them. This is true of our 
tattoos and scars. 

Tattoos are scars we choose. Not only that, but we choose when 
to get them, where to put them and what they will look like. Under 
certain circumstances we might ask someone the story behind a 
tattoo, or maybe someone might volunteer this story. Tattoos are 
semi-private, but are designed to communicate, or in some cases 
to memorialize important people or events in our lives. Either way, 
they sort of beg — “Would you like to ask me about my secret?” 

Scars are different. Except maybe in the case of elective surgery, scars tell 
stories about things that happened to us — what we've been through — rather 
than what's important or meaningful to us. Their stories are generally private and 
more often than not, they aren't emotionally neutral. Scars carry emotional and 
physical freight. For this reason, I have a lot of respect for scars.  

Each of us is scarred uniquely and meaningfully.  

Still, our physical scars don't tell the whole story, or even the most important 
part of the story.  

We also carry emotional scars – invisible to others and sometimes to ourselves 
as well. We've been disappointed, hurt by ridicule, betrayal, cruelty or neglect and 
sometimes alone when we didn't want to be. These scars have helped mold us. 
In some cases they have become benign and in others they continue to shape 
our thoughts, emotions and behavior, affecting relationships and other life 
choices. 

And so, in this season of Lent, I think of Jesus and what lay behind him. He 
was rejected in his home village. He was undermined, harassed and plotted 
against by influential and powerful people, who spoke his own language, and 
shared his faith background. And then there's what lies ahead: betrayal by one of 
his inner circle, being loudly scorned by a fickle crowd and being disowned by 
one of his two closest friends. The physical wounds would follow. 

There is no shame in our scars.  

What might seem to disfigure the body might more meaningfully represent a 
reconfiguration of the spirit. Our scars shape and form us; they individualize us. If 
you want to review the trajectory of your life, inventory your scars. If you really 
want someone to know you, take the risk of telling a scar's story. 

 

Prayer: Lord, we thank you for walking with as no matter what we're walking 
through. We thank you for the healing that creates our scars. We know we are 
not alone, that we live in your world, and that we are among your ongoing 
creations.  

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

 

Parker 

By Ashley Rogers 
Director, Children’s Ministry 

For kids, the season of Lent tends to 
be tricky. While we are building to 
Easter, it’s important to acknowledge 
that in order to get to that special 
celebration, Jesus underwent much 
suffering and pain.  

It’s easy to overlook 
holy days like Palm 
Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday and Good 
Friday when every time 
we walk in to Kroger, our 
senses are blasted  

with happy images of candy, eggs and 
a giant bunny. While every aspect of 
Jesus’ crucifixion isn’t appropriate for 
all children, it’s our responsibility as 
adults to help them fully understand 
that part of what makes Easter so 
special is that it came at a time of total 
devastation and sense of loss.  

Throughout the upcoming weeks, 
there will be Lenten resources available 
for children and families. These can be 
picked up at the church during the 
11:30 a.m. outdoor service on Sundays 
or I can mail/email them to you.  

On Saturday, March 3, at 10 a.m. 
we’ll have our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt! All children from toddlers 
through sixth grade are invited to 
grab a basket and join us for hunting 
eggs, crafts, snacks and games. 
Masks are required and all activities 
will be spaced apart and outdoors. 
Assistance is always appreciated 
with hiding eggs, so if you’re willing 
to help, please let me know! 

I look forward to celebrating this 
beautiful time of year with the families 
and children. Look for the face of Christ 
in the face of our young members and 
rejoice in the task God has set before 
us to educate them in Christian love! 

Write Ashley Rogers at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org. 

Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

Help Children 
Understand Lent  

Rogers 
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By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

Last month we celebrated Black 
History Month. Our very own James 
Martin shared with us some wonderful 
spirituals in recognition of the black 
musical heritage we enjoy.  

And now in March, we 
celebrate Women’s 
History Month! I thought it 
would be fun to take a 
look at some of the 
hymns in the United 
Methodist Hymnal 

that were contributed by the most 
prolific female hymn writer, Fanny J. 
Crosby.   

Crosby was born in 1820 in New 
York and went blind at six weeks of 
age, but her disability did not prevent 
her from becoming one of the most 
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recognized and beloved hymn writer in 
American history.  It has been said that 
through her hymns, she helped more 
people to know and experience Jesus 
as anybody with 20/20 vision.  She is 
credited with writing over 8,000 hymns 
in her lifetime.   

A good hymn has so many 
components. It has to be theologically 
sound. It has to be “singable.” It has to 
possess a good marriage of music and 
text. After all, the original source of 
inspiration of just about any hymn (or 
other choral music) is the text.   

Here are a few of Fanny’s hymn texts 
found in the United Methodist Hymnal: 
“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior;” “To 
God Be the Glory;” “Jesus, Keep Me 
Near the Cross;”  “Blessed Assurance;” 
“Rescue the Perishing;” “I Am Thine, O 
Lord;” and “Close to Thee.” 
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A few more that may be familiar to 
you not found in our hymnal: “He 
Hideth My Soul;” “Savior, More Than 
Life to Me;” and “Redeemed, How I 
Love to Proclaim It!” 

Until we gather once again in 
worship, especially during this season 
of reflection and repentance, take a 
look at these wonderful hymns.  Let 
them be for you a time of thoughtful 
prayer and meditation.    

The final verse of “I Am Thine, O 
Lord” can prepare us for these Lenten 
moments: 

“O the pure delight of a single hour 
that before thy throne I spend, 

when I kneel in prayer and with thee, 
my God, 

I commune as friend to friend.” 

Write Nancy Moore at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

Music Notes 


