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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

June has always been a month of 
reunion and conferencing, and seeing 
family and friends that I don’t often get 
to see.  

Sheila and I try to be 
intentional to attend the 
gatherings of the Watsons 
(my mother’s kin) and 
Rayburns (Sheila’s Dad’s 
folks). Since 1983 we have 
also gathered with the 

the United Methodists in Mississippi to 
conference together, to worship and 
celebrate and to once again affirm the 
covenant that we share with this unique 
community. Last year was very different 
in that we were not able to gather with 
these groups of folks that are so 
important to who we are.  

We look forward to gathering with the 
Watsons and Rayburns in person this 
year to reclaim our family ties. We will 
truly miss seeing our friends and 
colleagues of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference in person as we have a 
couple of weeks of virtual gatherings to 
do the work of the Annual Conference. 

Community and gathering are 
important. It is really the very thing that 
gives life to those who follow Jesus and 
seek to live out the love of Christ 
together. Being with and walking 
alongside others renews our spirits and 
gives us strength and hope for the 
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Wells has been cautiously moving 
back into worship and activities as the 
COVID pandemic improves with more 
people being vaccinated.  

It’s time to gather and celebrate. 

On June 13, WellsFolk will gather for 
a summer Welcome Back Sunday 
worship and picnic as we move to 
celebrate resumption of our regular in-
person worship services and church 
activities. 

The Sunday activities will begin with a 
combined 10 a.m. worship service 
outdoors behind the Youth Building. It 
will be followed by a picnic, also 
outdoors, featuring catfish and chicken. 

Food will be catered to adhere to 
safety protocols and help us maintain 
efforts to keep everyone safe as we 
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seek to get past the COVID pandemic 
issues. The Centers for Disease Control 
has said vaccinated persons do not 
need to wear masks outdoors. 

The Welcome Back Sunday at Wells 
will be an opportunity to gather again for 
in-person worship, enjoy a picnic and 
visit as in an old fashioned church 
homecoming. 

“What a blessing it will be for us to 
gather for worship together, sing 
together and enjoy a meal together 
again,” said Wells Pastor Chris 
Cumbest. “It’s time for us to come back 
to church, thank God for his protection 
during this pandemic and celebrate the 
love and fellowship of our church.” 

Please plan to come to Welcome 
Back Sunday  at 10 a.m. June 13. 

See Reconnect, Page 2 
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Chris Cumbest preaches at the early morning service to WellsFolk gathered outdoors behind the 
Wells Youth Building. The service will be moving indoors on June 20. On June 13, we will celebrate 
with a combined worship service and picnic. 
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journey we face each day. As we have 
begun our journey back into in-person 
worship, the thing that people express 
they have missed the most over this past 
year-plus has been the gathering of 
community. I am grateful for the 
opportunities that are availing 
themselves to gather, reconnect and to 
encourage one another in the faith. The 
simple blessing of being able to remove 
the masks outside and to invite us to 
smile at each other during the passing of 
the peace has helped me find hope and 
joy. Thank you for your patience. Thank 
you for doing your part to help contain 
COVID-19 and for taking the vaccine so 
that we can safely gather and care for 
each other.  

As we journey into June, I am excited 
about the possibilities of rebuilding 
community. Our plan and hope is to 
continue to have more opportunities and 
changes that will help us reconnect. The 
outside services have been wonderful 
and have given us unique opportunities.  
The plan for now is to continue the 8:30 
a.m. service outside for June 6 and 13.  

On June 6 we will welcome to our 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. worship services 
Dr. Stephen Cook, our West Jackson 
District superintendent, who will bring 
the message while I am out for my 
daughter’s ordination. In case of rain, the 
8:30 service will move inside. 

I am really excited about plans for 
June 13 that will be “Welcome Back 
Sunday at Wells.” I invite you to join me 
for one worship service at 10 a.m. where 
we will gather to reclaim community and 

Reconnect 
(Continued from Page 1) 
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rekindle relationships . A meal (catered 
and safely served) will follow. We will 
also share a 10:30 a.m. (pre-recorded) 
virtual service on June 13 and celebrate 
our 2021 high school graduates.  

After June 13 the plan is to have the 
8:30 a.m. worship service in the 
Sanctuary (it’s already getting hot in the 
sun for the preacher). This will be a 
wonderful opportunity to incorporate the 
choir and other aspects of worship. We 
will continue to worship at 10:30 a.m. 
along with our livestream worship 
service. We certainly want to be able to 
offer Christ and share the Wells 
community in unique ways through this 
special time. We will continue to do this 
service in the way that we are presently 
doing it. 

Sunday school will have time to meet 
from 9:30-10:15 a.m., or whatever 
creative time and means the classes 
agree upon. 

I am excited about the opportunities 
ahead but know that changes in 
schedules and locations will not create 
the community that we long for. Finding 
our life together again will take a great 
deal of patience, work, love and being 
intentionally present with each other. My 
prayer is that we can truly reconnect.  

I pray that we can become the loving, 
caring, sharing community that not only 
has life, but offers that life and love to the 
community and the world. 

I’m ready! Will you join me? 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

2021 Wells Church Giving 
 
Jan. $45,994.00 July           
Feb. $46,629.00 Aug.    
March $36,205.94 Sept.   
April $33,467.56 Oct.   
May                Nov.    
June  Dec.    
 
Based on the 2021 budget, $$58,972 is 
needed monthly to support the church’s 
operations and ministries. 

June 1  Krystal Jackson, Hope Fleming 
June 3  Jane Ellen Wolf 
June 4 Joseph Araujo, Jabari Johnson  
June 5 Dale Arnold, Libba Sheffield, 

Donnie Duerson, Richard 
Bruce III 

June 6 Rod Brown 
June 7 Carol Farlee, Wilson Jones 
June 8  Snookie Bower, April Conner 

Bray, Olivia Perkins 
June 10 Brenda Ferguson 
June 11 Joan Ayres, Luke Mason, 

Tawny Minton 
June 14 Matthew Araujo, Julie Donald, 

Katharine Henry 
June 15  Jackie McGinnis, Amanda 

Orgeron, Ted Murray, Graham 
Williams 

June 16 Larry Bontempo, Russell Smith 
June 21 Rachel Morgan, Carolyn 

Thomas 
June 22 Chuck Cuendet, Debbie 

Godding  
June 24 Stacey Thornton, Timothy 

Smith 
June 25 Laura Armstrong, Dick Barnes, 

Landon Clark, David Pigott  
June 28 Kathy DeKay, Annie Reiher 
June 29 Jan Murray, Christene Norquist 
June 30 Rylee Hays, June Thames 

If your birthday is in June and isn’t listed 
here or is listed incorrectly, please let us 
know. 
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‘One Blood’ 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

Back in February, while contemplating Black History Month, I suggested asking 
“a trusted person who is different from you in an important way to recommend a 
book to you.” I followed my own suggestion and asked Dian Parkinson for a 
recommendation. It was One Blood by John Perkins. The 91-year-old Perkins 
subtitled the book, Parting Words to the Church on Race and Love. After reading 
the book, Dian and I sat down over coffee to talk. This time was a gift. 

One of the most striking things about Perkins' life, to me, is that 
this man who was visited with so many reasons to hate, and did 
hate vehemently for a season, was transformed by Grace and 
learned to forgive and love. Who can explain this? 

The book made me reflect on Wells, a church that many years 
ago made the intentional decision not to join the parade of white 

churches that relocated out of what were becoming increasingly Black Jackson 
neighborhoods. For good reason we take satisfaction, if not pride, in being “the 
church that stayed.”  

A second defining characteristic of Wells is that “all are welcome,” with “all” 
crossing the whole range of categories used to box people in or out. We literally 
come as we are, and that is true of both our visible, external selves, and our 
innermost beings. Our church is a very big place unless one insists on square 
feet or census as the measure. 

I also realized that as welcoming as Wells is, we are not a multicultural or 
multigenerational congregation; we have remained a culturally white church 
whose style and practices mesh with the expectations and comfort level of the 
children of the 50s and 60s. In other words, people like me. 

This observation shouldn't imply any criticism, as if we SHOULD necessarily 
be multicultural or multigenerational. It's more a report of a correction I needed to 
make in my own assumptions, namely that of course a church that is open and 
welcoming is also comfortable for people who are different. Maybe by analogy, I 
could say that I had been conflating welcoming someone to dinner with them 
liking the food. It's not that there's no relation between the two; it's just that 
they're not the same thing. So thank you John Perkins and Dian Parkinson, for 
that! 

As we move back toward life in proximity, we will be faced with two 
opportunities:  

First, we can finally move to restore aspects of our life together that we have 
suffered without over the last 15 months.  

And second, with the perspective of all that we have lived through separately 
together, we can step out in new directions. I find this is the most exciting of 
combinations! 

Prayer: “Lord, thank you for turning the anger and bitterness in John Perkins' 
heart to forgiveness and love. Thank you for all of the good that was birthed from 
that turning. As we move together in ways we've missed, we pray that you would 
provide the vision we need to know what to resume and restore and what to 
undertake anew.” 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

Parker 

When I virtually taught my class of 
28 fourth-grade students, our online 
platform, Google Classroom, had a 
feature called Breakout Rooms that 
allowed me to separate the kids into 
individual spaces where they could 
collaborate together as a small group.  

At a specified time, the 
breakout room would 
close and force them all 
to rejoin our main virtual 
classroom meeting. As 
the teacher, when this 
happened, it was fun to 

see faces start popping back on the 
screen. I started singing a few 
measures of the “Welcome Back, 
Kotter” song and we all got a giggle. 
Heaven forbid, the teacher sings!  

After that first time doing it, the kids 
started asking: “Where’s the song?” 
Self-conscious, I thought they were 
heckling me, but as it turned out, they 
genuinely enjoyed being welcomed 
back in song and even started to sing 
along. I was reminded how deeply we 
all need to feel welcomed. 

As we continue to make steps 
together as a church family back 
towards normal (but really, was Wells 
ever really normal?), may we be 
mindful that while everyone wants to 
feel welcomed, not everyone wants to 
experience welcoming behavior in the 
same way. It may feel awkward, but it’s 
OK to ask, “Are you hugging?” or “Can 
we fist-bump?” when you approach 
someone. For some folks, coming back 
to in-person worship is a major 
departure from the past year. Give 
them time to find their groove again! 

Together we will make our transition 
back to Sunday mornings, social 
outings, youth group, Sunday school, 
and choir a fantastic experience for all. 
When in doubt, bust out with “Welcome 
Back, Kotter” and hope for the best! 
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By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

What a glorious sound we 
experienced recently on Pentecost 
Sunday as the choir was back in the loft 
leading the congregation in song! That 
is something I think we’ve all learned 
NOT to take for granted! 

With the experience of 
the loss of choral singing 
over the past 14 months, 
the choir members shared 
a few thoughts on how 
they felt coming back to 
sing together again:  

Bob Kersh: “Choir is one of the most 
valuable things I do in my life.” 

Loy Moncrief: “Singing inside 
brought tears of joy to my eyes. Lifted 
me up, inside, and out on the deck. God 
is good.” 

Jill Conner Browne: “To be together 
with my choir family in the choir loft, 
inner beautiful sanctuary, looking out at 
our church family IN PERSON AND 
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HUGGABLE — and to once again raise 
our voices in praise — OH MERCY! 
You GOTTA COME EXPERIENCE IT 
for yourself! You won’t realize how 
MUCH you have missed it until you 
have the JOY at its return! You will be 
amazed.” 

Pam Johnson: “One of the hardest 
things to give up during the pandemic 
for me was being with the Wells Choir 
family. After over a year of being apart, 
we were overjoyed to see each other 
and blend our voices in praise once 
again during the May 19th choir 
practice. We could feel the warmth of 
happy friendship, in person with our 
Wells family once again in Sunday’s 
worship services. If anything good came 
from being apart, it was the realization 
of how blessed we are to have this 
loving time together, singing praises to 
God.” 

Margaret Pigott: “Singing in the choir 
today made me miss the past traditions 
and spontaneity of our Wells worship, 
but it also made me appreciate the spirit 
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and love we share with our fellow 
choristers and the congregation by 
adapting to the new reality of post-
COVID worship. It was a gift to sing 
once again — live and as a group!” 

Margaret shared this poem with me  
by James Weldon Johnson: 

The Gift to Sing 
Sometimes the mist overhangs my 

path,  
And blackening clouds about me cling; 

But, oh, I have a magic way  
To turn the gloomy to cheerful day — 

I softly sing. 
And if the way grows darker still,  

Shadowed by Sorrow’s somber wing, 
With glad defiance in my throat, 

I pierce the darkness with a note, 
And sing, and sing. 

I brood not over the broken past,  
Nor dread whatever time may bring, 
No nights are dark, no days are long, 
While in my heart there swells a song, 

And I can sing. 
Write Nancy Moore at 

nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

Music Notes 


