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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

In July of 2019 I was appointed as 
your pastor here at Wells Memorial 
United Methodist Chuch.  I have the 
distinct honor of being the 12th pastor to 
serve at Wells, now in its 95th year of 
existence as a church.  

This significant reality 
was commemorated by the 
presentation to me by Aunt 
Bettye Quinn of a jersey 
bearing the number 12 
with the team name of 
“Wells“ on the front and  

 “Cumbest” on the back. 

First, let me express how deeply 
honored I am to be serving with you as 
your pastor for another year. I am 
blessed to continue to be with you and 
the ministry team as we continue our 
journey forward into year three for me 
and year 96 for Wells. I look forward to 
having Rev. Sue Keen Hyland join us on 
this journey this month. 

Second, let me say that I miss Aunt 
Bettye and her gracious way of 
reminding us of who we are and of 
God’s work through Wells Church. One 
of the first conversations that I had with 
her was about her love for Wells and the 
hope that the church would be in 
existence to celebrate its 100th 
anniversary. She fully anticipated being 
present for it in 2026 and asked for my 
commitment to make sure the church 
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The Rev. Sue Keen Hyland will join 
Wells this month as our new associate 
pastor. 

Sue comes to us from Court Street 
United Methodist Church in Hattiesburg, 
where she has served as pastor since 
June of 2019. Previously she served as 
the youth director at a United Methodist 
Church in Memphis. 

In Hattiesburg, Sue served not only 
as pastor at Court Street UMC, but also 
Bentley Chapel UMC. She received her 
pastoral license through the Center for 
Ministry at Millsaps College. During her 
undergraduate work at Millsaps, Sue 
served two congregations in the 
Jackson area as youth director, and 
continued in youth ministry work in 
Memphis. She considers youth and 
family ministry one of her many 
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passions.  

Sue is also passionate about 
community work and connection and 
looks forward to the ways that we will be 
able to serve God, our neighbors, and 
one another during our time together at 
Wells. 

“I am delighted to be coming on staff 
at Wells and cannot wait to see how 
God will continue to use Wells for 
Kingdom work,” Sue said. “I am so 
looking forward to meeting and getting 
to know each of you and to walk with 
you on this journey of faith. I am excited 
for the work that we will do together and 
for the ways that God will guide us into 
new work!”   

Sue will join us for worship on 
Sunday, July 11. Please join us as we 
welcome her to the Wells family. See Future, Page 2 
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was still functioning when it came. As I 
listened I heard not only the heart of a 
person who had been at Wells since she 
was 10 years old, but also the heart of 
someone looking to the future with a 
greater purpose than celebrating history. 
I heard the hopes of continuing to be a 
place where people could not only hear 
about the love and grace of God, but 
also experience it deeply by who we are 
and how we love. 

Wells survived through the Great 
Depression and the great struggles with 
which literature to teach. In 1968, when 
the community around the church began 
to transition and other churches moved 
out, Wells with its new pastor, the Rev. 
Keith Tonkel, somehow not only 
survived, it thrived. Defying the odds 
against it, Wells became a place where 
all people were welcome and that God 
used to help transform the community 
around it. During this time and during the 
49 years of Keith’s ministry, Wells 
became a very special place. Many 
came to be a part of the Wells Church 
ministry because it was so different from 
other churches and because of Keith’s 
personality, gifts and charisma. (Aunt 
Bettye suggested that it was one of the 
few churches where you could wear blue 
jeans to church and be welcomed.)  

I am often asked to describe Wells 
Church to friends who are not familiar 
and want to know more. I guess that 
post-pandemic, it is one of the biggest 
questions with which I struggle. Who are 
we? What are we known for now? And 
what is God calling us to become? Can 
we reclaim our uniqueness of being a 
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Loving, Caring, Sharing people in this 
day? How will we continue to welcome 
new people and be welcoming to all 
people? What will the church look like in 
2026? 

So what is it that makes Wells, Wells?  

For me there are a few key 
components that will help us continue to 
be the church that Christ is calling us to 
be. We have to continue to celebrate, 
welcome and learn from our diversity. 
Believe it or not, Wells Church does have 
a bit of diversity that other churches do 
not share. This is not only demonstrated 
in diversity of race and sexual identity, 
but also in thought, politics, theology and 
many other aspects of life. We learn so 
much from each other when we are not 
alike and are able to communicate in a 
loving, caring atmosphere. God knows 
our world needs for us to be this more 
than ever right now. I cherish living and 
serving among a people who can listen 
and love in spite of our differences. I 
believe it is key for us to be a community 
of faith where grace abounds. No matter 
who you are or where you have been or 
what you may have done, God loves you. 
Grace over judgment is always God’s 
way and is our call. I pray that we can be 
a place where people find themselves 
and journey to new stages of life — a 
place where we welcome people no 
matter where they are on their journey 
and walk with them in grace. 

I keep praying and listening! 

Join me as we seek to live into being 
the church for another 100 years! 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

2021 Wells Church Giving 
 
Jan. $45,994.00 July           
Feb. $46,629.00 Aug.    
March $36,205.94 Sept.   
April $33,467.56 Oct.   
May $35,827.00 Nov.    
June  Dec.    
 
Based on the 2021 budget, $58,972 is needed 
monthly to support the church’s operations and 
ministries. 

July 1  Shawn Carter, Alix Williams 
July 2  Rhonda Douglas 
July 4 Tommy L. Smith 
July 5 Debi Lewis, Shelley Tonkel 

Herndon 
July 7 Mary Lundgren 
July 8 Doris Smith 
July 10 Carl Curtis Jr. 
July 12  Maurice Hinton 
July 15 Bruce Reynolds 
July 16 Judi Adams, Debbie Konkle-

Parker, Mary Stubblefield 
July 17 Janet Moore 
July 19 Haley Jones, Renee Green 
July 20 Stephanie Hodges, Cameron 

Williams 
July 21 John Garner, Margrit Garner, 

Mark Weilenman 
July 23 Joey Armstrong, Loy Moncrief,  

Kaleb Johnson 
July 24  Steve Norquist  
July 25 Jason Bobbs, Woody 

Woodward  
July 26 Andrew Pates, Passion Sims  
July 27 Akech Garkouth, Kim Jordan 
July 28 Kristie Bobinger 
July 30 Kathryn Dollarhide, Steve 

Rozman 
July 31 David Moncrief 

If your birthday is in July and isn’t listed, 
please let us know. 
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Declaration of 
Independence 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

As we cautiously emerge from our pandemic lockdown, the approach of July 
4th brings sweet anticipation! Maybe this year we can actually celebrate with 
family and friends once again.  

That day in 1776 was momentous, and all it gave birth to has 
shaped each of our lives in ways large and small. The Declaration 
of Independence asserted freedom, although, regretfully, not 
freedom for all. For those included, that freedom was realized and 
has been preserved at precious cost over the past 235 years. 

We are subject to a greater, completely inclusive, and more  
sweeping declaration of independence. As described in John 8, Jesus was at the 
Temple in Jerusalem speaking to a crowd that included the Pharisees and 
scribes — the same ones who brought the woman caught in adultery to him that 
day. Later he is speaking to Jews who believed in him (v. 31) and he tells them 
that if they are truly his disciples then, “You will know the truth and the truth will 
make you free (v. 32).” His listeners were confused, failing to recognize that 
Jesus was talking about their captivity to sin. He explains further, and then in 
verse 36 he says, “So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

This is very good news, for while we are free to come and go as we please, 
and to believe and speak whatever we want, we suffer from the same captivity to 
sin that Jesus' followers did. The colonists' Declaration of Independence didn't 
change that. 

We can choose to declare a freedom much deeper, wider than we have 
known.  

We can declare our independence from appetites that separate us from God, 
from our best selves, and from those who love and care for us.  

We can declare independence from alcohol, drugs, pornography, gambling, 
infidelity or materialism.  

That's quite a list, but there's more. We can also declare independence from 
selfishness, possessiveness, dishonesty or pride. I'm on a roll... 

I think to be “free indeed” also means we can be free of events and 
experiences in the past that hold us back, whether that is through guilt, anger, 
self-loathing, or any “-ism” that makes us less than we were meant to be.  

So maybe — just maybe — this Independence Day can include a personal 
Declaration of Independence as we step out in faith, claiming that if Jesus makes 
us free, we will be the truest form of free.  

Prayer: “Lord, as you freed the woman at the well and the woman caught in 
adultery; as you freed Peter from his betrayal and the mocking thieves crucified 
with you; in that very same way we desire to be the truest kind of free. We claim 
your grace and declare independence from all that stands in the way.” 

 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 
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By Ashley Rogers 
Children’s Director 

I’m excited to share with you the 
meaningful ways Wells is working with 
Operation Shoestring. Our relationship 
and joint history are long and rich, so 
the chance to revitalize it in order to 
serve our neighbors is a blessing!  

The first need we’re 
meeting is the use of our 
facilities in order for 
Mississippi College 
students to conduct 
Vacation Bible School 
with the 3rd and 4th 

grade Shoestring kids. During these 
VBS days, the Tonkel Fellowship 
Center is being utilized for crafts, 
stories and other indoor activities.  

Secondly, we provided space for 
their parent advocacy retreat during 
June. Each evening, the Shoestring 
staff hosted about 20 parents, 
caregivers, and community advocates. 
They not only enjoyed a time of respite, 
but also received training in aspects of 
community organizing and advocacy. 
To help set the stage for these 
stakeholders to really feel like they 
were on retreat, the Tonkel Fellowship 
Center was turned into a glamping 
haven with individual beds and tents 
set up for each adult. It looked amazing 
and was a definite treat for all involved!  

Lastly, Wells will be sponsoring an 
End of Summer Bash at Operation 
Shoestring at the beginning of August. 
We will be providing food, security and 
games and will be setting up our giant 
inflatable movie screen and projection 
equipment for a movie under the stars.  

Please continue to pray for the 
amazing work Operation Shoestring 
does in our neighborhood and for God 
to continue to reveal ways in which 
Wells Church can play a role in helping 
fulfill their mission for the children and 
families closest to Wells.  
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By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

June 20th was a great day of worship 
as the whole congregation joined 
together as one body and raised their 
voices in song!  

What a thrilling 
experience to hear all of 
us singing, “Come, Thou 
Fount of Every Blessing!” 
Inspired by this glorious 
sound, I decided to write 
my WellSpring article on 

hymn singing and its importance to our 
faith.   

Just then, I received a text from John 
Henegan, who shared his morning 
devotional with me. John is reading 
devotionals by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the 
great German theologian. The topic for 
the day? Hymn singing! I experienced 
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another moment like we had a few 
Sundays ago when the power came 
back on at 10:27! 

Bonhoeffer’s words are much more 
eloquent than mine. Here’s an excerpt 
from the devotional: 

 Why do Christians sing when they 
are together? The reason is, quite 
simply, that in singing together it is 
possible for them to speak and pray the 
same Word at the same time — in other 
words, for the sake of uniting in the 
Word. All daily worship, all human 
concentration should be focused on the 
Word in the hymn. The fact that we do 
not speak it in unison, but sing it, only 
expresses the fact that our spoken 
words are inadequate to express what 
we want to say, that the object of our 
singing reaches far beyond all human 
words…The essence of all 
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congregational singing on this earth is 
the purity of unison singing…the 
humanness and warmth of this style of 
singing...It is singing from the heart, 
singing to the Lord, singing the Word; 
this is singing in unity. 

— From Life Together, 66-67 

Thank you, John, for sharing this 
beautiful insight with me.   

In the next few days, you will have 
the opportunity to share your favorite 
hymns. Look for the survey and please 
respond with those hymns you hold 
most dear. We will incorporate these 
favorites into the worship services over 
the summer.  

People of God...SING ON! 

Write Nancy Moore at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

Music Notes 

Music Notes 


