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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

Welcome to February, the month that 
invites us to love on Valentine’s Day 
and to repent on Ash Wednesday (all in 
the same week this year).  

It is a month to celebrate 
Black history and to begin 
a reflective journey toward 
Holy Week and Easter. It is 
a time that we continue to 
pray for a turn in the 
pandemic as well as for 

the transitions that are taking place in 
our nation. It is a time for us to find 
ourselves anew embraced by the 
unfailing love of God and to offer 
ourselves anew to witness this love 
through our words and actions. 

I have been reading Love is the Way 
— Holding on to Hope in Troubling 
Times by Bishop Michael Curry, 
presiding bishop of the Episcopal 
Church (written with Sara Grace).  Many 
of you will remember Bishop Curry from 
his incredible sermon on the redemptive 
power of love at the wedding of Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle at Windsor 
Castle in May of 2018. The book 
expands upon Bishop Curry’s sermon 
and offers a challenge to those who 
seek to live out faith in these days. 

In the first chapter, Bishop Curry 
refers to a passage from the Apostle 
Paul’s writing from I Corinthians 13. As 
someone who has been in ministry for 
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Last year we ended the Lenten 
season headed into the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic that has changed 
all of our lives for the past year. As we 
enter Lent this year, we are hopeful that 
it is the beginning of the end of the 
pandemic that has so impacted our 
lives, including our church activities. 

For now, we are continuing with all 
precautions including no in-person, 
indoor worship. Services are 
livestreamed at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
and Prayer Meeting and other activities 
are by Zoom. 

We will not be able to have our 
combined Ash Wednesday service with 
Aldersgate UMC, but we will offer drive 
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through imposition of the ashes at Wells  
from 7-8:30 a.m. and 5-6 p.m. on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 17. 

We plan to resume outdoor worship 
when weather permits and the numbers 
allow restrictions to be loosened. The 
livestreamed services will continue. 

We are all hopeful that Easter will 
arrive with us being able to gather at a 
special community outdoor service at 
Jamie Fowler Boyll Park, as had been 
planned last year before the shut-down. 

“We pray that we will be able to 
celebrate the Resurrection with new life 
as we worship together again,” said 
Wells Pastor Chris Cumbest. 

 
See Love In Action, Page 2 
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The sanctuary is getting a little freshening up while being in limited use during the pandemic. The 
walls are being repaired and painted by Doug Mooney (left) and his son, Matthew. There also will be 
some repair work done on one of the stained glass windows by a local stained glass artisan. 
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over 35 years and has done a few 
weddings along the way, I — like Bishop 
Curry —have noted that when couples 
choose a scripture lesson for their 
ceremony, nine times out of 10 the 
couple will choose this passage from I 
Corinthians, Paul’s guidelines for love. 
They are words that many of us know 
well: “Love is patient; love is kind; love is 
not envious or boastful or arrogant or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 
is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the 
truth. It bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends.” 

Bishop Curry shares these reflections: 

“Paul gets it. But it’s easy for us today 
to miss it, having limited the use of love 
as we have to weddings and babies.  
Because here’s the catch. When Paul 
said those beautiful words about love, he 
wasn’t at a wedding. He wasn’t giving 
advice to a couple of young lovers about 
how to make a marriage work, though 
his advice is great for that, too.  Paul 
broke love down so eloquently because 
he was really upset. He put those words 
in a letter to some folk in a little Greek 
seaport in the middle of the first century 
AD. He had founded the community 
there around the teachings of Jesus of 
Nazareth, and now he had heard some 
bad news out of Corinth. Its members 
had forgotten all those values that had 
brought them together and were ripping 
each other apart. They had lost the love, 
you could say. 

 “These Corinthians, Paul tells us, are 
fighting in the pews of the church. They 
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are splitting into factions according to 
who baptized them. People are suing 
each other. Sleeping with each other’s 
spouses. The rich and high-status folk 
are demanding they get Communion first. 
Other people are getting drunk at 
Communion! This was some serious 
dysfunction. Amid all this, everybody’s 
arguing about who is the better Christian, 
who is going to heaven and who is not. 

“This behavior sounds a little bit 
familiar. Tilt your head at it and it sounds 
like a lot of us today on social media. 
Arrogant, rude, insisting on our own way, 
irritable, resentful, rejoicing in 
wrongdoing? Paul’s got it alright! The 
situation that occasioned the ancient 
epistle sounds remarkably contemporary.   
For Paul and the disciples, love was 
something different. Love to these 
Greeks was a gift of the self to others. 
Love was rules for living.” 

The reminder that Paul was speaking 
to a deeply divided group and offers this 
passage as the “more excellent way” 
speaks deeply to me these days. Love is 
not a sentiment to be passively spoken; it 
is an action to be lived out. It is the act of 
laying ourselves, our opinions and our 
agendas aside to willingly embrace and 
see the value in others who may be 
different. The love of Christ that dwells in 
us compels us to action. Bishop Curry 
suggests (as others) that the opposite of 
love is not hate, but selfishness. 

During this season of love and 
repentance, of celebration and 
preparation, may we take the steps 
forward to put love in action. 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

2020 Wells Church Giving 
 
Jan. $47,816.03 July   $31,686.47 
Feb. $42,800.66 Aug.   $34,641.15 
March $42,686.00 Sept.   $32,733.00 
April $42,383.00 Oct.   $33,126.99 
May $40,166.80 Nov.   $43,465.00 
June $31,236.00 Dec.   $63,550.00 
 
Based on the 2020 budget, $55,825 is needed 
monthly to support the church’s operations and 
ministries. 

Feb. 1  Phil Godding, Lillie John, 
Susan Ford Robertson, 
Margaret Pigott 

Feb. 2  Laura Lillard, Cathy Maloney, 
Jane Streets 

Feb. 4 Madit Deng, Nancy Moore 
Feb. 5 Erin Mason, Sarah Jean 

Boggan, Elizabeth Simpson, 
Sara Lee 

Feb. 6  Catie Donald 
Feb. 7 Glenda Ferguson 
Feb. 10 Mary Heard 
Feb. 11 May Francis Thompson 
Feb. 12 Jeff Parker 
Feb. 13 Gwen McGowan, Kit Fields, Bill 

Spencer 
Feb. 16 Mark Hodges, Jim Pollard 
Feb. 17 Greg Campbell 
Feb. 18 Blair Ballou, Linda Spencer  
Feb. 19 Andrea Sanders 
Feb. 20 Kay Harris, Karen Wilburn 
Feb. 21 Carol McNulty 
Feb. 22  Renee Kimble, David 

Robertson, Joyce Jackson 
Feb. 24 Omyya Armstrong 
Feb. 25 Elizabeth Rogers 
Feb. 26 Cheryl Fowler 
Feb. 28 Hunter Bower 

If your birthday is in February and isn’t 
listed here or is listed incorrectly, please 
let us know. 
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Hymn 696 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

 “America, America, God shed his grace on thee…” Of all our patriotic songs, it 
is the one I sing with the most vigor and unalloyed enthusiasm. I love and am 
moved by this hymn!  

WellsFolk know a little bit about grace — how it spans the gap 
between the shortcomings and failings of who I am/what I’ve done, 
and who I was meant to be/what I was meant to do. As a central 
element of our identity as a community of faith, we work to accept 
each and every one who crosses our virtual or material threshold. 
It is in recognition that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God…” (Romans 3:23) and that they “are now justified by his  

grace as a gift…” (v. 24) that undergirds, frames, and enlivens this. 

Entering Black History Month, we will 
continue to learn about and show 
appreciation for the vital accomplishments 
and contributions of African Americans. Of 
all years, it seems fitting to me that we 
take a step beyond by lifting our 
communal and patriotic prayer for God’s 
grace to bridge the gap between our 
nation’s aspirations and aspects of our 
history. After all, in the words of the Avett 
Brothers’ song, “We Americans,” in 
February we celebrate those who were 
originally “stolen people.”  

I have a very specific recommendation in this regard — one that entails some 
personal cost and also holds potential for personal growth and relationship 
building. Invite a trusted person who is different from you in an important way to 
recommend a book to you. That invitation itself is potentially full of grace. Then 
read the book. Since our time is finite, the reading is both an investment and gift. 
Finally, spend a little time talking about what you read and what you thought and 
felt about it. These can be powerful moments. 

I love this as well about “America the Beautiful”: the prayer for grace is 
immediately followed by a prayer for brotherhood. We sing, “and crown thy good 
with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.”  

As I’ve pointed out at various times and ways in these columns, we do not 
need to be the same or even similar to live in brotherhood. A common goal or 
purpose enables us to look beyond differences in pursuit of the overarching 
commonality. Our Community of Faith itself is a living example of this, as have 
been “hands and feet” outgrowths such as Habitat for Humanity, WellsFest, 
Katrina Relief, our Tlalalamac and Nicaragua mission trips, and Tuesday Morning 
Ministries. 

“America the Beautiful” is a hymn of faith and hope, as well as an inspiring 
song of patriotism.  

Let us earnestly pray for the covering of grace and the crowning of 
brotherhood. Now and forever, amen. 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

Parker 

By Ashley Rogers 
Director, Children’s Ministry 

Confession: I have always been a 
church nerd. Without a doubt, my 
favorite season in the Christian church 
has always been Lent.  

Growing up, I loved 
the weeks of Mardi Gras 
parades and the sudden 
shift from frivolity to 
solemnness as we sat 
through dark, quiet 
services on Ash  

Wednesday. While we waited for 
Easter Sunday, I soaked up how 
church felt different during the weeks of 
Lent, lots of dark colors and fragrant 
smells, and the steady reminder that in 
our tradition, great pain comes before 
great joy. Especially as an adult, I’ve 
cherished introspective worship during 
Lent that encourages us to disconnect 
from the people and things that take us 
away from God and push us towards a 
connected oneness with God.  

I find myself thinking differently about 
that this year, though. We’ve had 
almost a year of disconnecting, so to 
do more of it during Lent seems almost 
impossible. I know many people take 
on something new during Lent, so I 
encourage you to find a way to plug in 
— maybe it’s a weekly chat with and 
praying for other brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Maybe it’s a journal to chart all 
of the small moments of peace and 
gratitude that occur during your day. 
Maybe it’s sending cards to people sick 
or grieving. Whatever it is, allow it to be 
something that brings you nearer to the 
heart of God.  

As we embark on the most sacred 
weeks of our Christian year, let us push 
to find new ways of preparing our 
spirits for the grief that awaits us on 
Good Friday and the elation that awaits 
us on Easter!  

Write Ashley Rogers at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org. 
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By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

2020 was certainly a year of 
limitations. We have spent a lot of time 
facing up to and dealing with all the 
things we cannot safely do.   

But there are still many things we 
CAN do!   

In the midst of this past 
year, my retired husband 
has found a new creative 
outlet! He’s found his way 
to the kitchen! I don’t 
mean the kitchen table. I 
mean the cupboard, the 

fridge and the oven.  

I think it happened about mid-August. 
It couldn’t have been better timing for 
me. I enjoyed experimenting with more 
creative recipes as our isolation period 
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began, but I eventually began to 
experience “pandemic cooking 
burnout!”   

John, as a beginning cook, says 
when he cooks, he feels in control!  
That’s something we haven’t had a lot 
of lately! He says that when he cooks, 
he is very “mindful” and singularly 
focused. That can be a very good thing 
these days!   

While I’m on the subject of cooking, 
let me tell you what’s cookin’ with the 
choir. I’m exploring possibilities of how 
members of our Wells Choir can safely 
gather to offer music in the worship 
service. (I’m ready to regroup with the 
whole choir, but I know it has to be 
within pandemic guidelines.)  

Some members of the choir are 
working one-on-one via Zoom to hone 
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their vocal skills. This is a great time 
not only to grow as musicians, but 
simply spend virtual time with those we 
miss so much.   

The handbell choir will begin 
rehearsing this month. I’m looking for 
music that uses fewer bells and will 
allow a smaller group to play for 
worship services.   

 The Wells Virtual Voices, which 
includes a broad swath of singers from 
Wells, the community and beyond, will 
continue on an every-other-week 
schedule. The regular audience of 
listeners has continued to grow and 
Wells Church has received many 
kudos for the effort.   

And… that’s what’s cookin’!! 

Write Nancy Moore at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

Music Notes 


