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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

 “O give thanks to the Lord, for he 
is good, his steadfast love endures 
forever.” 

 — Psalm 136:1 

November seems to 
always offer an opportunity 
for me to truly pause long 
enough to reflect on my 
life’s journey, give thanks 
and reorient myself for 
what lies ahead in the  

 year to come. 

For the past 23 years I have joined 
my family and the Bobby D. Kennedy 
family in an annual time of preparation 
and care of sugar cane to ready for the 
annual syrup making that takes place 
the days following Thanksgiving. As we 
carried out this tradition last November, 
we knew that for a number of reasons, 
that it would probably be the last year to 
do it in the way we had for over 20 
years.  

Certainly with the concerns of 
Coronavirus and the safety of the 
community, it would not be feasible to 
do it in the same way. It seems that 
once again God has gone before us in 
leading and helping us to not have to 
make a hard decision in these 
moments. 

For the past 16 years since my 
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November is the time when we 
celebrate Thanksgiving with big meals 
and family gatherings. Yet, food remains 
a basic struggle for many, especially 
during the Coronavirus pandemic.  

While many of the Wells ministries 
have been curtailed due to COVID, the 
Wells Tuesday food ministry has 
continued with new safety procedures to 
adapt to the realities of COVID. 

Charles Araujo, who directs the 
ministry, said COVID halted the 
distribution in March, but it was back 
running in April with precautions. Food 
is packaged by Charles and Danny 
Maddox and is distributed by Danny, 
Charles and Wesley Benson in the 
Wells parking lot. About 60 families are 
served each week, with about two-thirds 
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driving through. Charles says they are 
very careful to wear masks and gloves 
and to socially distance. 

Charles said the COVID pandemic 
has made food insecurity worse as 
more families are pushed into poverty. 

 “Toward the end of the month we 
usually get our wider distribution,” he 
said. “People have run out of benefits 
and have used up SNAP, food stamps, 
and need is there.” 

Charles said a partnership with the 
Good Samaritan Center and Extra Table 
has provided meats, dairy products and 
fruit. He says there are plans for special 
Thanksgiving food items.  

“People are so appreciative,” Charles 
said. 
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Charles Araujo (left) and Wesley Benson prepare for a Tuesday morning food distribution in the 
Wells parking lot. 
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father’s illness and death, it has fallen 
upon me to pick up the mantle of raising 
and preparing the cane for harvest and 
syrup making. I have jokingly said that I 
have been the one who has “raised the 
cane” in Cumbest Bluff. These weeks at 
the end of October and beginning of 
November would have been spent 
stripping, topping and cutting the cane.   

For me the cane patch has been a 
place to truly pause, process and feel 
connected with my dad and hear his 
gentle whisper of guidance as I 
reconnect with the very essence of who I 
am and the things that help keep me 
grounded in this life. I am reminded of 
what truly is important in life and how I 
am called in the year to come to live into 
my own calling. 

Since I wasn’t in the cane patch this 
year, the walking path around Lake 
Junaluska offered the space and place I 
needed to be able to pause and reflect.  

 There is a lot about the past year that 
has caused us to pause. We continue to 
face the COVID pandemic with its social 
distancing and quarantine, extreme 
sickness and death and the highly 
contagious nature of the virus. In 
addition, our nation continues to deal 
with natural disasters and fires, racial 
tension and political strife.  

These things have all caused us to 
want to get on through and get over 
2020.  

But before I could just put it all behind 
me, I found myself having to pause and 
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acknowledge what I have learned and 
can offer thanks for during this season.   

For me, 2020 has been a year to 
examine priorities, not only for myself but 
for my journey in the church as well. 

I confess that some of the things that I 
spent much time and energy worrying 
about and planning for may not be as 
important as I made them.  

2020 has also offered me an 
opportunity to reconnect with nature and 
with the blessing of creation that God has 
continued to show forth his glory in and 
through.  

I have had the reminder that God is 
constantly working in new ways and 
leading us into new opportunities to 
share his love with the world. 

I know that there has been much about 
2020 that has not been good and has 
caused us to struggle. However, as we 
come to a time of Thanksgiving, I invite 
you to pause for a few moments to reflect 
on the things that have been good and 
worthy of offering thanks for you. 

The Psalmist reminds us of who we 
are, and what we are grounded in. In the 
opening verse we are reminded to “Give 
thanks to the Lord, for God’s steadfast 
love endures forever!”   

Even in the middle of the crazy year 
known as 2020 there is much for which 
to be thankful. 

Blessings on your journey! 

Give thanks anyway! 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

2020 Wells Church Giving 
 
Jan. $47,816.03 July   $31,686.47 
Feb. $42,800.66 Aug.   $34,641.15 
March $42,686.00 Sept.   $32,733.00 
April $42,383.00 Oct.    
May $40,166.80 Nov.    
June $31,236.00 Dec.    
 
Based on the 2020 budget, $55,825 is needed 
monthly to support the church’s operations and 
ministries. 

Nov. 1  Jeff Jennings, Tina Jennings 
Nov. 3  James Mason, Ron Permenter 
Nov. 4 Frank Drummond, Michelle 

Shrader  
Nov. 5  Pam Truett 
Nov. 6  Pam Johnson, Gwen 

McGowan, Reagann Norquist, 
Amanda Ringer-Pigott 

Nov. 8 Kathi Acy, Mark Butler 
Nov. 11 Linda Pilgrim 
Nov. 12 Mark Fields 
Nov. 13 Sharon Butler, Jane Everly, 

Anthony Puckett 
Nov. 15 Ian Watson, Charles Williams 
Nov. 17 Ruby Tobias 
Nov. 19 Katherine Perkins, Tom 

Sheffield, Glen Gates Taylor 
Nov. 20 Dani Jennings 
Nov. 21 Rusty Perkins  
Nov. 22 Craig Orgeron 
Nov. 23  Jill Conner Browne, Michael 

McDuff, Me’ah Moreno, Mae 
Dean Smith 

Nov. 24 Rose Casano, Richard 
Campbell 

Nov. 26 Peggy Hampton, Hans Schrock 
Nov. 27 Bill Latham, Richard Bedi  
Nov. 28 Deborah Blakeney 
If your birthday is in November and isn’t 
listed here, please let us know. 
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Three Things I Pray 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

Another blank page; another search for something to say. Some months it’s 
right there, bubbling and percolating, a rush of thoughts and words that spill onto 
the page. My job becomes to apply order and discipline to the jumble. At other 
times the blank screen mocks me: “Who are you fooling? You have nothing to 
say that’s worth the time it takes to write it.” When that happens, I pray for a word 
or an image — any meaningful kernel to disrupt the stark white screen. This 
month that kernel is the phrase, “Three things I pray.” 

In both our individual experiences and our shared experience as 
citizens of this country and members of the human family, we are 
walking through the shadows of grief. On the one hand, some 
have had clear and dramatic losses such as a death, loss of a job  
and financial hardship. On the other, we suffer together from a 
grinding series of losses that have tattered the woven warp and 
woof of our personal and community lives. We’ve largely lost the 

joy of celebrating together, as well as the comfort of grieving together. So many 
of these losses are utterly invisible, yet they have emotional weight and we carry 
them every moment of every day. We need to make room for grief — to give it 
space, air, voice and tears as well. So my first prayer is that each of us will find 
the solace, strength and courage we need to carry on. 

In our national lives we are faced with social and political chasms where there 
used to be cracks. Despite the fact that arguing is the single least effective 
means of changing anyone’s mind, arguing now seems to be the starting point. 
This is what we need to remember: people who differ radically from one another 
can get along and work together if they share a larger goal or aspiration. The 
Armed Forces are probably the clearest example. Soldiers can be as different 
from each other as night and day, and have personal political and spiritual views 
that are at complete odds. Yet they serve together, work cooperatively, and 
always have each other’s backs. As Christians and as Americans, we need to 
focus on the big things we share. That will equip us to work on what we don’t 
share. So my second prayer is that we do not sacrifice the big things for the sake 
of the little things; that we put the love of Christ before all else. 

Despite our grief and the very real divisions we are negotiating, we are 
rampantly blessed. In ways great and small, personal and communal, transient 
and enduring, we enjoy more gifts and graces than we can count. Among many 
other gifts, I am particularly thankful for our internet architecture and those who 
support and maintain it. Our dislocation from friends, family and church would be 
so much more complete without it. I am thankful that now when we cannot come 
to Wells, we know that Wells will come to us. My third prayer is for heightened 
awareness of the gifts presented by each moment and a spirit of gratitude toward 
them.  

So, the page is no longer blank. “Lord, as a Community of Faith, we ask for 
the strength to carry our burdens and the willingness to help each other do that. 
We pray for crystal clarity about what we share and why. Let our conflicts and 
disagreements be saturated with humility, grace and love. And, Lord, we are 
thankful for all the good in our lives, for those we love, for our sources of 
meaning and satisfaction and from what we have learned from our hardships.” 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

Parker 

By Ashley Rogers 
Director, Children’s Ministry 

On Oct. 17, we had a fantastic youth 
gathering complete with inflatable 
octoball (I still don’t understand the 
rules!), cornhole, giant Jenga, s’mores 
and a movie on the huge inflatable 
projection screen. Twelve youth joined 
us for the evening and the only way we 
could have had more fun is if we 
could’ve hugged each other!  

Just like most of your 
families, celebrating the 
holidays between 
October and December 
looks vastly different this 
year at Wells. Without 
some of our new 

traditions like Trunk-or-Treat, Family 
Game Night and Kids’ Day Out, it’s 
challenging to still feel connected to the 
church family, especially for our young 
people. This is one reason why we 
were so excited that our get-together in 
October was such a success. It set a 
workable model for getting young 
people together in a responsible way 
during this time of uncertainty.  

We’ll be gathering again from 4-9 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 5, for another 
evening of campfires, cooking out, 
games, a movie and Christmas cookie 
decorating. While this is primarily an 
event for our 6-12th grade students, any 
elementary-aged siblings are welcome.  

Students are asked to bring a lawn 
chair and blankets (it was really chilly 
once the sun went down for the 
movie!). We’ll have all of the food, 
water, soda and sweets provided. 
Parents, this is your chance to get 
some shopping done, go on a date, or 
just bask in the quietness of a childless 
house for a few hours! I’m looking 
forward to seeing your youth!  

Email ashleyrogers@wellschurch. 
org for more information. Our address 
is in the directory! 
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By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

"What has been will be again, and 
what has been done will be done again: 
there is nothing new under the sun.” 
(Ecclesiastes 1-9) 

Thinking about my 
article for this newsletter, 
I kept coming back to the 
saying, “There is nothing 
new under the sun.” 
Imagine my surprise 
when my search for its 

origin led me to the Old Testament book 
of Ecclesiastes. And here I sit wanting 
to be original or at least creative in this 
writing, but alas, there is nothing new 
under the sun. 

I have spent my life, as far back as I 
can remember, thinking and living in the 
world of music. I am the sum total of 
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what I have learned from others as well 
as from what I’ve learned from my own 
experiences in music. Even as I have 
“discovered” new elements about 
music, they are not new, but merely 
new to me.    

When you have this kind of beginning 
to your article, there can be nowhere to 
go but up.  

I’m grateful to our trusty minister for 
tossing me a lifeline. I noticed one of 
Chris’ posts on Facebook. It was as 
though he had posted it just for me.  
Perhaps you saw it. It was the picture of 
onions (I think?) in his garden. The 
scripture reference read: 

 “See, the former things have taken 
place, and new things I declare; before 
they spring into being I announce them 
to you.” (Isaiah 42-9).  
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Let me confess that I have not done 
any exegesis on these two passages. I 
take them at face value.   

One says, “nothing is new,” and the 
other, “new things I declare…” I 
discovered a renewed hope in the 
Prophet Isaiah speaking the Word of 
the Lord: “new things I declare.”   

I find myself looking with an eye and 
spirit for the new things that God is 
declaring. For Isaiah, it was the 
prophetic declaration of the Messiah. 
For us, the Messiah is not someone 
who was, but who still is!  

The presence of Christ with us is 
new every morning. Christ is the 
manna that is sufficient for the 
day…even this day.  

Write Nancy Moore at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

Music Notes  


