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Lent a Time
to Journey
With Jesus
By Chris Cumbest
Pastor

In 1992 and again 20 years later in
2012, I was privileged to fly to Israel and
spend two weeks in the Holy Land. It
was a great journey for me both times.
In 2012 Sheila was able to travel with
me, but in 1992 I went along with a
group of United Methodist pastors and
lay persons from here in Mississippi.
I had really only been
on an airplane once to fly
home from Raleigh, NC,
while I was at Duke. So
this trip was not only my
first trip on a plane
Cumbest
outside of the country, but
also the first time that I had been out of
the Southeast.
It is often said that the journey to get
somewhere is more important than the
destination. It was incredible to be in the
“Land of the Bible” and to be able to put
its stories in a geographical context, but
the journey there and back was life
transforming. The flight to Israel wound
up being from Jackson to Houston to
Cincinnati to LaGuardia in New York,
bussed to JFK onto the largest airplane
that I had ever seen to fly all night and
half the next day to Tel Aviv, Israel. I
learned quickly the importance of
flexibility, adaptability and how to take a
deep breath and move on. As we
transitioned from the bus to check into
El Al Airlines, I was introduced to the
See Lenten Journey, Page 2

Catherine Sullivan, executive director of Grace House Services, thanks the Wells congregation for choosing Grace
House as the WellsFest beneficiary for 2020.

WellsFest 2020

Grace House Services
Chosen as Beneficiary
xxx
Grace House, which provides
supportive services to those in need
with HIV/AIDS, is the beneficiary for
WellsFest 2020.

what they have
and have been
diagnosed with.
We should do our
best to make sure
they have dignity
in that."

WellsFest Beneficiary Committee
Chairman Charles Williams made the
announcement during the worship
services on Feb. 23. Charles said Grace
House provides "a very unique, but a
very good service to the community by
providing for those who are homeless
that live with HIV and AIDS."

Charles said Grace House helps
those with HIV/AIDS by "giving them
dignity, giving them hope, giving them
shelter and giving them an
embracement of the community."

"Often times these people are shut
out by people because of having this
disease," Charles said. "That is not what
I believe God's ministry is about. It is
about embracing people regardless of

Catherine Sullivan, executive director,
said Grace House is looking forward to
working with WellsFest. Grace House
for Women has provided support and
volunteers to WellsFest for many years.
See WellsFest, Page 5
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Lenten Journey

take seriously our journey of faith.

(continued from page 1)
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Norwood
March 9 Roosevelt Hollis, Joyce
Whitaker
March 10 Joan Simon
March 11 Rev. Emma McNair
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Hensarling
March 15 Robert Bower, Elaine Phelps
March 16 Wyatt Waters
March 17 Jamie Ferguson, Kay Olliver,
Martha Odom, Lacy Thomas
March 18 Peggy Davis, Elizabeth
Harrison
March 19 Joy Gates, Mary Hill, Jerry
Hines
March 21 Keith Boutwell, B.J. Curtis,
Dottie Porter
March 22 Carleen Driver, Diane John
March 23 Jim Dedeaux, Sara Rose
Parkinson Morrison

fact that my characteristics and
coloration seemed to resemble that of
Arabian or Palestinian descent. After 30
minutes of inquisition concerning my
background and contacts and who may
have put something in my luggage, I
realized that it would be important to
continue to use my best Southern accent
and to take my dad’s advice and “be
particular” about how I acted. It didn’t
take long in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem to
realize the tension that existed between
the groups. Being there was great, but
the journey changed my life.
Jesus’ time on earth was important.
The destination that he himself offers to
those who believe in him is incredible,
but the journey getting there is equally
important for Jesus and for us.

The season of Lent offers us a chance
to journey with Jesus. Our journey begins
with Ash Wednesday as we are
reminded that “we are from dust and to
dust we shall return.” We are also
reminded that it is only through God’s
presence and faith in Christ that we are
able to find life eternal, and life that is full
as we live out our journey here. As we
remember Jesus’ journey into the
wilderness to fast and pray, we are also
invited to a time of prayer, self-reflection,
self-denial and self-sacrifice. You are
invited to join Jesus on a journey.
During this season we will hear stories
from John’s gospel of those who have
encountered Jesus as we worship
together on Sundays. On Wednesday
evenings there will be a time to “Just
Breathe” and to be present to practice
the spiritual disciplines together. On
Thursdays there is an invitation to join
together for lunch to be encouraged and
inspired by friends from our area (see the
list for those who will speak each week). I
invite you to a daily discipline of reading
the Lenten devotions that have been
shared by our Wells Church family. I also
invite you to choose some means of selfsacrifice. Maybe give up something or
take on some act of service. Possibly fast
one meal a week and give what you
would have spent on the meal to the
Tuesday Morning Ministry.

While in Israel we followed the journey
of Jesus as he walked beside the Sea of
Galilee and spent time in prayer in the
place where Jesus often withdrew to be
alone, a place called Eremos. We
journeyed to the Jordan River and were
reminded of Jesus’ baptism as well as
our own. The journey led us to the
wilderness of temptation as we were
reminded of our own challenges in life. It
was an awe-inspiring, yet solemn
moment as we journeyed into
Jerusalem. There we visited the Temple
Mount, the Teaching Steps, the Mount of
Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane and
The invitation is to Journey with Jesus
the Via Dolorosa (the Way of the Cross).
during this Lenten season. Will you take
Along each step of the way our journey
the journey? Blessings!
was impacted by the journey that Jesus
Write Chris at
had taken in this place. The story of
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org.
Jesus’ journey always challenges us to
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Lenten Devotional
Booklet Available
Please pick up a copy of Lenten
Reflections, devotional readings for the
2020 season of Lent.
Lenten Reflections contains 40
devotional readings written by
members and friends of Wells Church.
The devotions include a Bible verse, a
devotional and a prayer.
The booklets are available at the
church, and will be sent out by email
daily during Lent. Please feel free to
take several to share with friends and
colleagues. Also, emails may be
forwarded.
Thanks to all who shared their
thoughts and prayers to help guide us
in our devotional time during Lent.

‘Wells Bells’ Will
Soon Be Ringing
Wells has been fortunate to receive a
wonderful gift of handbells from the
First Christian Church of Jackson.
The church voted to discontinue and
to liquidate its assets in a way that
would enrich other church bodies in the
Christian faith. The Rev.John and Betty
Shearer offered a set of five octaves
(60 handbells) of Schulmerich
Handbells to Wells Choir Director
Nancy Moore. A group of “Wells Bells”
ringers have begun practicing with the
bells and plan to bring handbell music
as part of the music for Easter.
Thank you to First Christian for this
wonderful gift of music to praise God.

2020 Wells Church Giving
Based on the approved 2020 budget,
$55,825 is needed monthly to support the
church’s operations and ministries.
2020 Tithes and Offerings:
Jan. $47,816.03
Feb.
March
April
May
June

July
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

Worry
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink, or about your body, what your will wear…”
— Matthew 6:25
I don’t quite know where I’m headed here, except to say that at one time these
verses from the Sermon on the Mount seemed crystal clear to me. They were a
source of significant comfort. They remain a source of comfort, but the clarity has
somewhat dissolved into questions.
There was also a time when I expected spiritual growth to move
more or less invariably from a “through a glass darkly” confusion
toward clarity.

Parker

My experience is that the more seriously I take my faith, the
more real my questions become. I credit Wells with teaching me
that this is perfectly OK.

This part remains pretty clear to me: worry is the process of borrowing trouble
from what does not yet exist, i.e., the future. In the process we sacrifice the
precious present. From this perspective these verses tell us, “Look, my people,
I’ve got this; you don’t need to waste today fretting about tomorrow.” If only we
could abandon our efforts to be in control, we would experience a tremendous
sense of relief.
Then I run up against what to me is the compelling necessity of planning.
What is relapse prevention but planning? Or farming? Or education, for that
matter? Oh, but then there is that pesky and inconvenient story of the wandering
and complaint-prone Israelites who, except for the eve of the Sabbath, were
instructed to only gather the manna and quail needed for the present day. God
wanted them to exist faithfully in the present day (Exodus 16:1-36).
In so many words, “Eat what you need today and let tomorrow take care of
itself; yes, you’re in the desert, but I’m still here.”
Does God really expect us to careen aimlessly from moment to moment? I
don’t think so, or more honestly, I hope not. I notice that Jesus planned for his
entry into Jerusalem by arranging for his ride — a borrowed donkey and her colt
(Matthew 21:1-7). He also sent Peter and John to make necessary arrangements
for their Passover meal (Luke 22:7-13). Jesus used planting in some parables
(e.g., Matthew 13:3-9), something he surely wouldn’t have done if he was
discouraging that kind of planning.
Ahhh, but here I go cherry-picking. Jesus also sent his disciples out into the
community with the specific instruction not to prepare in any way. They were to
depend on the kindness of strangers and if strangers were not kind they were to
keep on moving until they found kind ones (Mark 6:7-13).
And so the struggle to understand continues…
Prayer: Lord, free us from the compulsion to borrow trouble, and forgive us for
our poor stewardship of the precious present. We ask that our faith might grow,
and that as it does, our understanding of how our faith should direct our paths
would grow as well.
Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net.
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Wells Gardens More Than Landscaping
By Loy Moncrief
Landscape Supervisor
The landscaping around Wells
Church happened in the late 1990s as a
result of a bequest to the church from
Bob Morrison, who designated his gift
for the purpose of neighborhood
beautification.

Moncrief

After some discussion
with neighbors and
church members, it was
agreed that more green
space around the church
was what everybody
wanted.

Shrubs and trees were planted, an
irrigation system installed, and the
gardens began to take shape. I’m sure
Earl Hill and Jim Young were
instrumental in some of the plant
materials that were used and the
church’s commitment to green space.
When I started attending Wells in
1997, the landscaping had just recently
been installed. At that time the
congregation was asked to adopt areas
to plant and maintain. The participation
was minimal and things were left
untended. I was working in a flowerbed
that my sister, Melody Boyd, and I had
adopted, when Keith Tonkel struck up a
conversation about how little progress
was being made in maintaining the
landscaping. After some discussion, I
agreed to take on tending the gardens.
Much of the maintenance was provided
by Philip Morgan before his death. Sam
Haynes now does mowing, edging and
leaf blowing. I appreciate the skills he
brings.
I am proud to be part of a church that
is willing to commit a good portion of its
budget to maintaining so much green
space. In 1997 I had just moved to town
from living in the country and gardening
heavily where no one saw what I was
doing. I was looking for a church and a
place to be of service. For that service
to become a ministry and personal
Page 4

Loy Moncrief, a Master Gardener who serves as Wells Landscape Supervisor (left), discusses pruning
the shrubs with Randy Graves from Garden Works.

established the Jesse Gates Edible
Garden south of Idlewild Street. It is a
joy to see all these properties being
maintained. I think all these efforts have
made our church an oasis in the middle
of the neighborhood.

passion has been a dream come true.
My gardening style now is mostly using
perennial flowers. Early on in my work
here I used more annual flowers than I
do now, but soon found that those
things disappeared about as quickly as
I planted them. Shrubs and perennials
became my mainstay.
The amount of green space we
maintain has probably tripled in the last
20 years as the church property has
grown. We have added plantings
around the Youth Building and the
James Club, and on the lawn behind
and west of those properties. There is
now a reflection garden above and
north of the parking lot by the
Serendipity House and gardens around
the house itself. We also have

Over the years things have grown
substantially. What were young, vibrant
plantings have matured and aged.
Recently, we have entered a season of
renewal of the landscaping. Crews from
Martinson’s Garden Works in Ridgeland
have come and drastically pruned
hedges and shrubs around the church,
the main parking lot and beyond. More
work is forthcoming. We plan to replant
the flowerbeds around the main sign in
front of the church. With spring much
pruning and planting will be happening.
Stay attuned to your church grounds
and hopefully you will be nourished by
what you see and Bob Morrison’s
dream of neighborhood beautification
realized.
Join Loy and volunteers at 8:30
a.m. on Saturdays to work in the
Wells gardens. Contact Loy at
lmoncrief1@att.net.
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WellsFest
(continued from page 1)

"Like Wells, Grace House works with
those in our community who need it the
most, and like Wells we have leaner
times and better times," she said. "This
year we are grateful and say thank you,
thank you, thank you to Wells for
naming us beneficiary. It means a world
of difference to Grace House and it will
make a world of difference for Grace
House."
All net proceeds from WellsFest 2020
will go to Grace House.
Incorporated in 1993, Grace House
served as a hospice home for men

dying from complications of AIDS. As
the years passed, HIV became a
chronic condition manageable with
adherence to antiretroviral therapies.
Grace House's work changed with each
advancement.

am excited that this is the selection for
the beneficiary for WellsFest 2020,” he
said. “I look forward to partnering with
Grace House in the months to come as
we join efforts to make this another
wonderful time of making a difference in
our community!”

Grace House serves over 550
th
WellsFest, now in its 37 year, has
impoverished Mississippians living with
provided more than $1.5 million to area
HIV and 40 or more homeless women in
non-profits throughout its history.
recovery from substance abuse.
WellsFest includes WellsFest Art Night
Wells Pastor Chris Cumbest thanked on Sept. 22 at Duling Hall, the
the WellsFest Beneficiary Committee for WellsFest Golf Tournament on Sept. 23
its “diligent and hard work” in selecting
at Whisper Lake and the music festival
Grace House.
on Sept. 26 at Jamie Fowler Boyll Park.
“For some time I have appreciated
the work of Grace House ministries and

To learn more about Grace House
services, visit www.gracehouse.org.

We Are Learning to Be More Like Beau
By Nancy Moore
Choir Director

•

Beau loves unconditionally and
shows affection to all.

Not long after we retired, John began
talking about wanting a dog. Several of
our neighbors had dogs and walked
them each day around our
neighborhood circle. Yet, I was not
convinced we needed a furry creature in
our home.

•

Beau is quick to forgive.

•

Beau has learned that being
stubborn rarely gets you what
you want.

•

Beau lives in the moment.

•

If another dog is aggressive,
Beau literally turns his back
rather than becoming
aggressive in return.

•

If Beau feels neglected by our
schedules, he leaves a neat pile
of torn and chewed paper on
the floor. He’s a pretty good
communicator.

•

Beau barks only when
necessary.

But then we met our
dog. He was a shelter
dog, a shaggy little terrier
mix, who seemed
genuinely afraid of
everything and everyone.
Moore
John was immediately
ready to take him home. The director
suggested we could foster him over the
Christmas holiday, which was just two
days away. The rest is history.
John named his dog Beau Brummel
TBA
(long story). His given name at adoption
was Scrappy. We both felt he was too
much a little gentleman to be called
such a demeaning name.
A diagnosis of diabetes came one
month after we brought him home. A
few months later, Beau developed

Beau and John Moore at WellsFest

cataracts that have left him with about
10 percent vision…only peripherally.
I never understood how friends could
become so attached to their pets. Now I
get it. In his time with us, Beau has
taught us a great deal. Here are a few
things we’ve learned:
•

Beau doesn’t want our pity.

•

Beau has adapted to his own
limitations.

•

If Beau fails at jumping up on
his favorite quilt on the sofa, he
shakes it off and tries
again…and sometimes again.

Beau has made us better people!
These things we witness in this little
creature of God have reminded us that
in our own lives, and in our relationships
with others, we can all do a lot better.
Be like Beau!!!!
Write Nancy at
nancymoore@wellschurch.org.
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March 2020
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship

5:30 p.m.

10 a.m. Sunday School

Wells Yoga

Wednesday
3

8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

4

Friday
5

Saturday
6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

11:30 a.m. Lenten
Lunch with the Rev.
Eddie Spencer

5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

12:15 p.m. Administrative
Council

Thursday

6:30 p.m. Prayer
Meeting
6:30 p.m. Youth

8

9

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship

5:30 p.m.

10 a.m. Sunday School

Wells Yoga

10
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

11

Daylight Saving Time
Begins

12
11:30 a.m. Lenten
Lunch with the Rev.
Sheila Cumbest

5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. Prayer
Meeting
6:30 p.m. Youth

15

16

17

18

19
Spring Begins

5:30 p.m.

7:15 a.m. Church
Breakfast

Wells Yoga

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship
10 a.m. Sunday School

8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

St. Patrick’s Day

6:30 p.m. Prayer
Meeting

11:30 a.m. Lenten
Lunch with the Rev.
Maxine Bolden

6:30 p.m. Youth

22

23

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship

5:30 p.m.

10 a.m. Sunday School

Wells Yoga

24
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

25
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. Prayer
Meeting
6:30 p.m. Youth

29

30

10 a.m. Worship

5:30 p.m.

5th Sunday Single Service

Wells Yoga
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31
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

26
11:30 a.m. Lenten
Lunch with the Rev.
Chris Cumbest
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Why Wells?

He Invited Us
By Dian Parkinson
As most of you know, I am in an
interracial marriage, and we are the
proud parents of two interracial young
adults. Aside from that, my husband
Tony was born and raised Roman
Catholic and I was Missionary Baptist.
We longed for a more balanced meeting
of our spiritual souls. We began our
religious journey, and as we found out, it
was not an easy one.

xxxxxxx.

Observing Lent in Community
By Ashley Rogers
Director, Children’s Ministry
Like many other United Methodist
Churches across the country, at Wells,
we use a Sunday school curriculum
titled “Deep Blue Kids.”
Each month, we begin
a new unit that is aligned
to the liturgical calendar
that Rev. Chris follows
when determining a
sermon topic (most of the
Rogers
time, at least). Not
surprising, the month of March is
devoted to celebrating the preaching life
of Jesus.
Throughout the month, students will
move through the stories of Jesus
washing the disciples’ feet, Mary
anointing Jesus, celebrating Passover,
entering Jerusalem and facing trial, and
finally rising triumphantly from the tomb.
The overarching theme of the month is,
“Observing Lent in Community,” and I
can’t imagine a better aspiration for all
of us, young and old.
For kids, the season of Lent tends to
be tricky. While we are building to
Easter, it’s important to acknowledge
that in order to get to that special

We began church
hopping and met other
interracial couples and
families. We all decided to
church hop together. We
were asked not to come
Parkinson
back to a church. We
attended a church that spewed some
form of racism most Sundays and one
church even told a family that only
certain children were welcome.

celebration, Jesus underwent much
suffering and pain. It’s easy to overlook
holy days like Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, and Good Friday when every
After being “churched out” we started
time we walk in to Kroger, our senses
attending
“Bedside Baptist Church.” One
are blasted with happy images of candy,
Sunday morning the Lord told me to get
eggs, and a giant bunny.
the family up and go to Wells United
While every aspect of Jesus’ trial and
Methodist Church. We knew nothing
crucifixion isn’t appropriate for all
about Wells. After hesitating, I obeyed.
children, it’s our responsibility as adults
We went to Wells and were immediately
and caregivers to help them understand
welcomed.
that part of what makes Easter so
Keith spoke of grace, something I had
special is that it came at a time of total
sang about but it had never been
devastation and sense of loss.
expressed to me like that. I hung on to
Throughout the upcoming weeks,
every word. I discovered the true
there will be special Lenten resources
meaning of “Just As I Am.”
available at the Sanctuary entrances for
What a good and loving God we
children and families.
serve!
Don’t forget to join us at 10 a.m. on
Our daughter later said, “I’m tired of
Saturday, April 11, for our Easter Egg
church hopping. I want to stay here.”
Hunt! All children from toddlers
through sixth grade are invited to
grab a basket and join us for hunting
eggs, crafts, snacks and games. Feel
free to invite friends and neighbors.
Assistance is always appreciated
with hiding eggs; so if you’re willing
to help, please let me know!
Write Ashley at
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org.

We became members of Wells.
There is no perfect church, but this is
the place the Lord invited us to, or
should I say, commanded us to come to.
And by God’s Grace, we are still
striving on that Christian journey here.
We long to bask and to worship in the
presence of God.
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Coming Up
By Nancy Moore
th

Director
5 Choir
Sunday
Wells will be having special
xxx
th
combined services on 5 Sundays. On
Write Nancy at
March 29, we will be having one service
nancymoore@wellschurch.org.
at 10 a.m., instead of the usual 8:30
a.m. and 11 a.m. services.
The service will be music-centric,
with a combined Wells Choir and a
special performance by SING! Jackson.
SING! Jackson is a youth performing
arts program of the Jackson Medical
Mall Foundation that seeks to “discover,
develop, and display” the best young
Moore
talent in the Jackson Metro Area.
The combined service provides an
opportunity for those who attend the
respective services to join as a single
congregation for worship.
Make plans to attend this special
service on March 29.

Lenten Lunches Series Begins March 5
Join us on Thursdays during Lent for the Wells Lenten Lunches Series. A
light lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. with a special Lenten message from
guest ministers. The lunches will conclude at 12:30 p.m.
March 5 – Rev. Eddie Spencer

March 12 – Rev. Sheila Cumbest

March 19 – Rev. Maxine Bolden

March 26 - Rev. Chris Cumbest

April 2 – Rev. Connie Shelton

