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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

One of the consistent characteristics 
of the Apostle Paul’s writings in the New 
Testament is the use of the phrase, 
“Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

In each of the epistles 
attributed to Paul, it is used 
as a part of the salutation 
to the churches and 
persons to whom he 
writes. What comfort and 
strength these words must 

have offered in the tenuous times they 
were living, and what comfort and hope 
they continue to bring in these days. 

As I read the opening of his epistle to 
the church in Philippi, my heart stirs with 
feelings of where we find ourselves 
today: 

 “Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
thank my God every time I remember 
you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel 
from the first day until now. 

“For God is my witness, how I long for 
all of you with the compassion of Christ 
Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the 
day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, having produced the harvest 

We Long For 
Time We Can 
Gather Again 
 

June  2020  

Coronavirus 

Moving Back to Worship in 
Person Remains on Hold 
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By David Hampton 
Pastoral Assistant 

The potential dangers posed to 
churches by the coronavirus pandemic 
means that Wells will not be able to hold 
public worship services at least through 
June. 

The Wells Administrative Council 
decided that it was best to continue the 
current hold on in-person worship 
services and other church gatherings. 
The church will continue to livestream 
services on Facebook and will conduct 
online Zoom meetings for prayer 
meeting and some other classes. 

The Council voted to continue the 
current practice through June. A special 
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committee has been formed to work on 
protocols for returning to public worship, 
including such things as deep cleaning, 
social distancing requirements, and 
other practices. 

Pastor Chris Cumbest said that while 
it is difficult, Wells has even more 
difficult challenges, including space and 
other factors. He said 6-foot spacing 
would be difficult, even outside. 

"Wells is a little different situation as 
we move forward," he said. "It's unique 
in that we come from a lot of different 
communities into this place every week 
to be the church that gathers here." 

Wells could be in more danger of 

See Safe Gathering, Page 2 
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These Days with Jewel Bass and Jesse Robinson perform during a ‘Live From Wells’ concert on Facebook Live. 
The Wells Choir Loft has been the stage for ‘Live From Wells’ on Thursday nights, featuring some of the area’s most 
popular musicians who have donated their time and talents to WellsFest over the years. It was a chance for 
WellsFolk to show our appreciation, providing an avenue to perform while music venues were closed. (See Page 6.) 

See Reopening, Page 3 
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of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of 
God.” 

Philippians 1:2-5, 8-11 NRSV 

As we continue on this pandemic 
journey, we are all learning to live in 
different ways. One of those ways is to 
not gather in groups, which helps to not 
spread the Coronavirus to others.  This 
has meant that for the last 12 weeks we 
have not held in-person worship 
services. Make no mistake, the church 
has not been closed, and in many ways, 
we have been able to be a stronger 
witness for the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. Nonetheless, I join Paul in 
saying, “how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus.”   

I am incredibly grateful for our 
Council, staff and other leadership who 
have helped me seek to discern when to 
resume in-person services. After much 
prayer and conversation, we believe that 
it is important to not hold in-person 
gatherings until the end of June. We will 
continue to work diligently toward 
knowing the right time and way to do so. 

Wells is unique and reopening poses 
more difficult challenges, including 
spacing and other factors. Our openness 
to all is authentic, yet offers a unique 
challenge in seeking to not contribute to 
the spread of Coronavirus. We come 
from a lot of different communities. 
Because of this, Wells could be in more 
danger of spreading the virus here and, 
in turn, could impact various 
communities. 

Safe Gathering 
(continued from page 1) 
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I also struggle on somewhat of a 
theological front and in the very essence 
of who we are and are called to be. Here 
at Wells we really are a community of 
faith where everyone is welcome. We are 
a community of faith that is connected 
because of our love and care for each 
other. Part of that is being able to 
respond to people’s needs. We feel 
called to be close enough in personal 
space that we are able to truly show our 
love and care for each other. Those 
things are a piece of our DNA.  

The aspects of worship — singing, 
serving communion, passing the peace 
of Christ — are not possible. If numbers 
are limited, it would put the church in the 
position of deciding who could attend and 
when. I am challenged by the changes, 
but I know that we will soon be able to 
discern how to best live into who we are 
and return to in-person gatherings. 

I am incredibly grateful for the wisdom, 
conversation and guidance that the 
leaders of Wells Church are giving at this 
time. The council has designated a 
diverse and knowledgeable team of 
leaders to guide us as quickly and safely 
as possible to again gather together.  

So for now, continue to join us as we 
worship each week. Join me for prayer 
meeting and continue to stay in touch 
with one another. Share the love of 
Christ with everyone that you can, and 
pray for wisdom and discernment. I join 
Paul — “And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best.” 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

June 1  Hope Fleming 

June 3  Jane Ellen Wolf 

June 4 Joseph Araujo, Jabari Johnson  

June 5 Dale Arnold, Walter Ray Lenoir, 
Libba Sheffield, Donnie 
Duerson, Richard Bruce III 

June 6 Rod Brown 

June 7 Carol Farlee, Wilson Jones 

June 8  Snookie Bower, April Conner 
Bray, Olivia Perkins 

June 10 Brenda Ferguson, Pam Spell 

June 11 Joan Ayres, Luke Mason, 
Tawny Minton 

June 14 Matthew Araujo, Julie Donald, 
Katharine Henry, Margaret 
Pyron 

June 15  Jackie McGinnis, Amanda 
Orgeron, Ted Murray, Graham 
Williams 

June 16 Larry Bontempo, Russell Smith 

June 20 Doc Sennett 

June 21 Rachel Morgan, Carolyn 
Thomas 

June 22 Chuck Cuendet, Debbie 
Godding  

June 24 Stacey Thornton  

June 25 Laura Armstrong, Dick Barnes, 
Landon Clark, David Pigott  

June 28 Kathy DeKay, Annie Reiher 

June 29 Jan Murray, Christene Norquist 

June 30 Rylee Hays, June Thames 

If your birthday is in June and isn’t listed 
here or is listed incorrectly, please let us 
know. 
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2020 Wells Church Giving 
 
Based on the approved 2020 budget, 
$55,825 is needed monthly to support the 
church’s operations and ministries. 

2020 Tithes and Offerings: 

Jan. $47,816.03 July    
Feb. $42,800.66 Aug.    
March $42,686.00 Sept.    
April $42,383.00 Oct.    
May  Nov.    
June  Dec.    
 

Be Still 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 
Psalm 46:10 

Reading Psalm 46, by the time you get to, “Be still and know that I am God!” 
(v. 10), you will have already read that God “is our refuge and strength…” (v. 1), 
that God is “a very present help…” (v. 1), who “is in the midst…” (v. 3), “will 
help…” (v. 3), and who “is our refuge” (v. 7). 

You’d almost think there was a connection between our awareness of God’s 
presence and our willingness to let go enough to “be still.” Or maybe between 
our willingness to be still and a dawning awareness of God’s presence. 

We’ve been stopped on our tracks. There’s been a lot that’s 
negative and scary about that, but within its contours we’ve 
encountered a new invitation to be still. We can be stopped and 
un-still – like the guy at the red light who is gunning his engine with 
one foot on the brake. He’s stopped, but he remains in “go mode” 
and is far from still.  

I think sometimes about how much I – we – rely on what we do to define 
ourselves; that is, what we do rather than who we are. I do this, that, and the 
other, so I must be OK, right? “Please notice everything I do and conclude that 
I’m OK. Please…” 

If I – we – stop doing and content ourselves with some moments being still – 
what happens then? Who are we without our doing?  

Psalm 46 doesn’t really answer this question but it does offer two resounding 
assurances.  

First, that being still is a path to knowing God. We don’t need to chase God 
down like we were after some rabbit or something. God is there, available for all 
who are willing to pause. 

Second, if in moments of stillness we experience God, we discover that God 
provides exactly what we need – help and refuge. God’s help and refuge is very 
present. It is not far away and it doesn’t come later; “very present” means here 
and now.  

We can be especially aware when bathed in fear or beset by insecurities that 
we need help. However, it’s not that we don’t need help or refuge at other times 
as well. It’s just that when things seem to be going our way, we merge onto the 
broad highway of self-sufficiency, self-fulfillment and self-satisfaction. Who needs 
help or refuge when things are going swimmingly? 

Our actions and motions are not unimportant; it’s just that they are from “us” 
rather than “us.”  

As we increasingly leave our homes and as our usual actions and motions 
resume, we have an opportunity to continue sampling the gifts of stillness.  

Prayer: “Dear God, in our motion, action, and doing, we so often fail to 
encounter and know you. Give us an appetite for stillness, that we might know 
you better and grow in awareness of your presence and refuge.” 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

Parker 
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spreading the virus here and, in turn, 
could impact various communities. 

He said the important parts of 
worship — singing, serving 
communion, passing the peace of 
Christ, being together in a room — are 
not possible. If numbers are limited, it 
would put the church in the position of 
deciding who could attend and when. 

"That is not who we are," he said. 

A special committee, appointed by 
Administrative Council Chair Greg 
Campbell, will be using the month of 
June to assess how, when and what 
new procedures will be necessary. 

Members of the Reentry Team 
include:  

Jane Everly, David Hampton, Ashley 
Rogers, Nancy Moore, Jamie Ward, 
Kay Oliver, Jeff Parker, Dr. Ken Simon, 
Dr. Debbie Konkle-Parker, Mark 
Hodges, Carol McNulty, Jason Bobbs, 
Keith May, James Mason, Vickie 
Stewart, Elaine Talbott, Charles 
Araujo, Wesley Benson, Greg 
Campbell and Chris Cumbest.  

Worship services continue online 
weekly on Facebook Live and are 
posted on Youtube, a practice that will 
likely continue after we return to public 
worship.  

The Facebook Live services have 
been reaching more people, with more 
than 1,000 views of some of the 
services. Please contact the church 
office if you have questions on 
accessing the online services. 

Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

Reopening 
(continued from page 1) 
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Wells salutes our 2020 graduates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Damini Bedi 

Damini Bedi graduated from 
Northwest Rankin High School in 
Rankin County. 

Damini, 18, daughter of Ken and 
Tammy Bedi, graduated with a 4.0 
GPA. 

She was inducted into the Northwest 
Rankin High School Hall of Fame, one 
of only 18 in her class of 352. She is a 
member of the National Honor Society, 
Beta Club, Speech and Debate Team, 
Chick-fil-A’s Leadership Team, Team 
Bully Free and several other clubs. 

“I am going to Delta State majoring in  
Secondary Education with a minor in 
English,” Damini said. “I plan to work 
my way up to administration after 
teaching.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew Jackson 

Matthew Joseph Sterling Jackson 
graduated from Murrah High School in 
Jackson. 

Matthew, 17, is the grandson of 
Joyce M. Jackson and son of Christie L. 
Jackson.  
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Matthew also attended Power APAC 
for musical studies. He was 4th chair, 
1st violin this year in the music 
department’s instrumental program. 
Matthew participated in Murrah’s 
JROTC program and graduated as a 
Cadet Major, serving as the Battalion 
SAI Assistant. His awards include: top 
LET 2 and 3 awards for Murrah’s 
JRTOC Battalion for 2018 and 2019, 
MSU’s Leader STATE Camp Scholar of 
the week in 2018; American Legion’s 
Boys’ State in 2019; 1st place and 2nd 
place in the JROTC STEM competitions 
in 2018 and 2019 of the Mississippi 
Academy of Sciences.  

“I will be attending Mississippi State 
University this fall where I will be 
majoring in Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Aquaculture in order to pursue my goal 
of working in a major wildlife reserve,” 
he said. “I am so grateful to all of my 
teachers especially my AP Literature, 
Statistics, and Biology teachers 
because their hard work will allow me to 
reach my goal faster.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke Mason 

Luke Mason graduated from 
Germantown High School in Madison. 

Luke, 17, is the son of  James and 
Erin Mason. 

Luke participated in cross-country 
and track, was a member of the 
National Honor Society, was an AP 
Scholar and played trumpet in the 
marching band and concert band. Luke 
also earned his Eagle Scout rank this 
year. 
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 “I will be attending Rhodes College, 
where I will be studying political science 
and running cross country and track,” 
Luke said. “I hope to attend law school 
post grad and become a public 
defender.  

“My friends and family always said 
that high school was going to fly by, and 
although it most definitely did not do 
that day by day, when looking back on 
my time at Germantown, I'm not sure 
where it went. Despite having so many 
reasons to be bitter right now, I am 
grateful to both my church family and 
my family for helping me to get through 
these crazy times as I begin this next 
chapter in my life.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jordan Strachan 

Jordan Strachan graduated from 
Pearl High School. 

Jordan, 18, daughter of Joni 
Strachan, graduated with a 4.0 GPA. 

She was a member of the Pearl High 
School Band, Pearl Indoor Percussion, 
PHS Key Club, PHS Foreign Language 
Club, National Honor Society, and PHS 
Super Scholars. Recognitions included 
Student of the Month, ACT Silver Club, 
AP Score Award, Advanced on state 
testing and Honor Roll. 

"I'll be attending Hinds Community 
College in Raymond. I'll be in the 
honors institute and Hinds CC Band. 
My ultimate goal is to transfer to MSU 
to finish my bachelor’s degree and get 
into Physical Therapy school. Growing 
up with special needs foster kids has 
made me realize that I want to pursue a 

 Wells 2020 Graduates Move to Future 

See Graduates, Page 5 
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By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

Information overload is the 
phenomenon of hearing so much on a 
given subject that one becomes frozen 
and even confused in thought. This 
describes what I have felt in the past 
few weeks regarding the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

As a result, I have 
turned to reading uplifting 
books, listening to 
informative TED Talks, 
healthy comedic humor 
and especially, major 
sacred choral works. 

 All these things have calmed my spirit. 

As I thought about a possible article 
for this newsletter, the idea of the near- 
term future of our choir became a 
preoccupation for me. After listening to 
the medical experts and reading the 
prediction of the presidents of the 
American Choral Directors Association 
and the National Association of 
Teachers of Singing, it seems obvious 
that a return to on-site worship at Wells 
does not assume a return of the choir to 
the choir loft. Distance requirements will 
continue even as things begin to re-
open. A seated choir defies such 
distance guidance.  
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We are indebted to Jamie, Ashley, 
and David who have worked diligently 
week-in and week-out to offer music for 
our on-line worship services. One idea 
is for us to continue the practice of 
solos, duets and small ensembles for 
the near future and during the transition 
back to on-site worship. It is the safest 
practice, but, dare I say, a complete 
frustration for this choir director, and I 
know our dear choir feels the same way! 

Nevertheless, in my desire to function 
in these days of un-easy answers, I 
strive to find a meaningful path forward 
as we consider congregational singing 
and choir music once again. I’m 
reminded of Acts 13:15. On their first 
missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas 
go to Antioch. On the Sabbath, they 
attend synagogue. After the worship 
leaders have read from the Law and the 
Prophets, they invite Paul and Barnabas 
to speak, but with a caveat — if they 
have a word of encouragement. 

As I see it, this article is useless 
without a word of real encouragement. 
In what ways am I encouraged? I am 
encouraged that we are closer to on-site 
worship than we were two and half 
months ago. I am encouraged by the 
way Chris has kept us plugged in to our 
congregational identity. I am 
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encouraged by the many hours Jane 
Everly has spent working to master the 
use of Acapella (an online app) to 
create virtual singing from our choir.  I 
am encouraged by the choir’s weekly 
Zoom gathering and our wish to remain 
in community.   

Encouragement is a means to hope. 
Hope is faith in things not yet seen. 
Faith, for us, is knowing and believing 
God is with us! And so, I remind you of 
these words: 

“Why should I feel discouraged? 
     Why should the shadows come? 
     Why should my heart be lonely and 
     Long for heaven and home, 
     When Jesus is my portion? 
     My constant friend is He. 
     His eye is on the sparrow 
     And I know he watches me. 

“I SING because I’m happy. 
    I SING because I’m free. 
    His eye is on the sparrow 
    And I know he watches me.” 

During this time of being apart, 
continue to SING!  In the shower, with 
your family, with our live-streaming 
services….just SING! 

Write Nancy at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

Moore 

During Tough Times Keep On Singing 
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career in the medical field. Physical 
therapy stood out to me because I want 
to help rehabilitate people back into 
their lives after a life changing 
experience." 

"I'd like to thank my church family for 
always supporting me. My teachers and 
percussion instructor have helped me 
become a bright, young adult ready for 
the real world. Lastly, I'd like to thank 
my mom for always supporting me and 
pushing me to do my best." 

Douglas Campbell 

Douglas Campbell graduated from 
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Swarthmore College in Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania. 

Campbell, 21, son of 
Richard and Sarah 
Campbell, graduates 
with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree with a double 
major in computer 
science and classics. 

During his college years, he was a 
member of the Swarthmore College 
Computer Society, Club Soccer, Club 
Bowling and Club Ping Pong. 

“I plan to start work in September at 
Workday in Pleasanton, California,” he 
said. 
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Zac Clein 

Zachary Alexander (Zac) Clein 
graduated from Carnegie Mellon 
University School of Drama in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Zac, 26, son of Debbie 
Konkle-Parker and Jeff 
Parker, graduated with a 
Master of Fine Arts 
Degree. His major 
emphasis was dramatic 
writing. 

  “I will move to LA to get work as a 
production assistant, work my way up to 
a writer’s room for TV, and eventually 
get my own show and live large,” Zac 
said. 
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Live From Wells 

Coronavirus Can’t Stop the Live Music 
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The COVID-19 pandemic may have 
shut down the entertainment venues in 
our community, but the music went on 
from Wells Church with some special 
livestreamed concerts. 

Some of the most well-known and 
beloved musicians to WellsFolk from 
years playing at WellsFest offered up 
some tunes on Thursday evenings 
during May. The musicians performed 
from the choir loft at Wells, livestreamed 
on the Wells Church Facebook page.  

A virtual tip jar allowed fans to send in 
donations to help support these 
musicians, who have been unable to 
work during the shutdown. 

Pastor Chris Cumbest said Wells 
Church has been blessed by local 
musicians, who are willing to volunteer 
their time and gifts to help make 
WellsFest a success. 

 “What an incredible opportunity we 
have had to enjoy live music and 
contribute some to them through our 
‘tips’ each week,” he said. “It has 
certainly been a win-win proposition as 
musicians have been able to practice 

2

their trade and for Wells to be able to 
give back to those who have given so 
much to us.” 

The response has been outstanding, 
with more than 3,000 views on some of 

3

the concerts.  
“I look forward to continuing this 

wonderful relationship and hope to 
continue on at least a monthly basis 
until the time we can invite others to join 
us for great music,” Chris said. 

Those performing in May included: 
Chris Gill, Adib Sabir, Chalmers Davis, 
Scott Albert Johnson, Bob Gates, Steve 
Chester, Andrew Pates, These Days 
with Jewel Bass and Jesse Robinson, 
and Raphael Semmes. 

 

Chris Gill, Adib Sabir and Raphael Semmes kicked off the first Live From Wells in May with some favorite tunes. 

The production crew practices social distancing.  

Adib Sabir  

Chris introduces Chalmers Davis and Bob Gates.  

Andrew Pates and Steve Chester  

Scott Albert Johnson 

Chalmers Davis 
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By Ashley Rogers  
Director, Children’s Ministry 

At the end of May, I had the absolute 
joy of spending about six hours in my 
car driving all across the tri-county area 
delivering goody bags to our youth and 
kids. Selfishly, the best part was seeing 
our young people in person, even if 
through a storm door or from the end of 
the walkway.  

Since the end of March, 
we have gathered 
virtually each 
Wednesday to share 
time together, check-in, 
play games, and pray, 
but, unsurprisingly, they 

are all ready to see each other in 
person.  

I can’t blame them since I’m ready for 
the same! We know in our heads that 
we need to continue staying apart, but 
man, our hearts are crying out for close 
proximity and live, in-the-flesh 
community.  

As in years past, the youth and 
children will not meet regularly during 
the summer vacation, although we are 
planning a few special events including 
a Zoom talent show and virtual movie 
night where everyone presses “play” at 
the same time and we enjoy watching a 
movie “together” from their own home.  

By Mary Stubblefield 

Good morning and welcome to Wells. 

 I first heard this now familiar greeting 
almost four years ago. I came to Wells 
the second Sunday of July 2016. 

 After decades of not being involved 
in any church, God led me to Wells.  

I was looking for a 
different kind of church, 
one that was diverse, 
involved, and real. I had 
recently experienced a 
tremendous loss and was 
in great need of God’s 

peace and direction.  

I left Wells that Sunday without a 
doubt that I had found that church. 

Though I’ve been a Christian since I 
was a young teenager, I can truly say 
I’ve never felt such a desire to come to 
church, to listen, learn, pray and grow 
into my faith. Wells, through God’s 
grace and mercy, has provided that for 
me. 

This is a unique church, filled with 
some of the finest, most genuine people 
I’ve ever been blessed to know.  

Thanks to all who’ve made me feel 
welcome, given me an opportunity for 
service, and allowed me to experience 
God’s love and peace once again.   

May God bless you all and keep you 
safe. 

�  
Mary Stubblefield joined Wells in 

2016. She is retired from the 
Hudspeth Regional Center of the 
Department of Mental Health. She is a 
volunteer with the Wells Tuesday 
Morning Neighborhood Ministry.  

‘Why Wells?’ is a regular feature in 
which WellsFolk talk about their 
journey at Wells. If you would like to 
share your story, please contact the 
office. 

Why Wells? 

It’s a Place to 
Serve and Grow 
xxx 
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If your youth hasn’t been a part of our 
weekly meetings, but would like to join 
our special events in June, please reach 
out and I’ll be in touch with him or her. 
We are lifting multitudes of prayers that 
by late summer we can gather in person, 
even if it’s just for socially distanced yard 
games at the church. We remain 
hopeful!  

With so many activities canceled, 
including our DayStars Camp, Wells 
Night at the Braves and our youth trip, 
our job continues to be finding ways for 
young people to stay connected to each 
other and to the God who loves them. 
Parents, grandparents, and family 
members: if you see any innovative 
ideas on social media or in the news, 
please share them with us!  

We’ve been able to adapt and adjust 
over the weeks to make things fit our 
particular needs, and we plan on 
continuing to do so until Conference and 
Wells leadership deem it safe to return. 
Erin Mason and Ann Daniel have been 
instrumental in making this digital 
transition with the youth, so one day 
when you see them, be sure to tell them 
“thanks!” for their constant devotion to 
our young people.  

May we all continue showing the love 
of Christ to all we encounter! 

 Write Ashley at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org. 

Youth are Keeping Connected 
Stubblefield 

Wells Youth meet by Zoom for Wednesday activities. 

Rogers 



 

 

‘Lion King’ Production Will Have to Wait 
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Another disappointing cancelation 
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic 
is Wells’ DayStars summer camp. 

DayStars Creative and Performing 
Arts Camp was scheduled for June 8-
19, but had to be canceled due to the 
potential health dangers posed by 
conducting such an activity. 

The camp is directed by Wells 
Children’s Ministry Director Ashley 
Rogers and James Martin, former Wells 
music and creative arts director, who 
now teaches at Dickinson College in 
Pennsylvania.  

After prayer and consultation with 
Wells’ leadership, they decided it was 
best to cancel for 2020. 

Ashley said she was sad that we 
could not conduct the camp this year. 
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“After five spectacular years of 
helping young people see the beautiful 
essence of God in themselves and 
others, it's especially bittersweet to 
cancel,” she said. “We know it's the 
right thing to do, but at the same time 
our staff and campers were so excited 
about this summer's show, The Lion 
King, Jr. This particular musical is one 
we've wanted to do for a few years, but 
weren't brave enough to tackle because 
it's so technically involved. With so 
many of our campers planning to return 
for their fifth or sixth summer, we knew 
we were ready to commit to such a 
musically and theatrically difficult show.” 

DayStars is a two-week arts 
immersion program for rising 2nd-9th 
graders. DayStars is led by professional 
actors, musicians, educators and 
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artists, offering children a safe and 
supportive environment to learn 
about creative and performing arts.  

Ashley asked that we pray for the 
children, who have gone through 
much coping with the pandemic, 
and pray that we can welcome them 
back next year.  

“I speak for James and myself 
when I say we will miss our friends 
this summer,” she said. “We will 
miss the energy and noise of the 
kids in the church and seeing their 
pride in the final performances. We 
are saddened that camp won't go 
on this summer, but have faith that 
it will go on eventually. Until that 
time, pray for our entire DayStars 
family, especially the kids.” 

 


