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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

A new year is here! 

I cannot see the numerals 2020 
without immediately thinking of sight 
and vision (20/20 vision). Sight and 
seeing clearly are important parts of our 
lives. 

I remember the day that 
I first started using 
“reading” glasses and 
having to acknowledge 
that my vision was no 
longer 20/20. It wasn’t too 
long that it became  

necessary to wear glasses full time. I’m 
really OK with that, even though my 
choice of frames makes me resemble 
Col. Sanders. (Ha!)  I am always 
intrigued by those whose eyesight has 
not been good and for their ability to 
sense and understand life in different 
and beautiful ways. I am captivated as I 
am blessed by seeing our friend Jan 
Hawthorne teach us incredible insights 
as she sings in the choir and shares life 
with us freely.  

Seeing clearly and having vision are 
important not only for our own personal 
lives, but also for the life of God’s 
people as they journey together. One of 
the consistent prayers for us here at 
Wells Church has been that God will 
give us a vision for what God is calling 
us to be and to do in this season and 

May We Seek 
20/20 Vision 
For 2020 

January  2020  

New Year 
Resolve to Participate in 
Wells Ministries in 2020  
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It’s a new year, when we make our 
usual resolutions to exercise and eat 
right, read more good books or take on 
healthier habits. It also can be a time to 
begin new church activities that serve 
and support spiritual development. 

Wells offers various educational and 
ministry opportunities that serve others 
and our own biblical education and 
spiritual development. 

Christian Education 
Wells has Sunday school classes for 

all ages and interests.  

Seekers Class — This Bible study 
class offers an intensive look at the 
Scriptures under the leadership of 
Bettye Quinn. Bettye provides insights 
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into the historical setting of Bible texts 
as well as illumination of the message. 
The class meets in the "cry room" just 
off the back of the sanctuary. 

Serendipity Class — This group 
studies scripture and other books and is 
facilitated by Jan Flowers Murray. It 
meets in the main room of the 
Serendipity House across the street 
from the church. Please see Jan for 
more information. 

Christ In Culture —The Christ in 
Culture Class is small discussion group 
that takes a look at Christian responses 
to issues in contemporary culture. It 
meets in the Youth Multipurpose 
Building behind the church. Please see 

See 20/20 Vision Page 2 
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Ray McNulty  (left) and Ted Murray help distribute food at the Tuesday Morning Neighborhood Ministries. 
Volunteers are needed to assist with the various activities every Tuesday. 
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into the years to come. We seek to hear 
clearly how we are to live as Christ’s 
body in this place at this time.  We 
continue to believe that being a place 
where “everyone is welcome” and a 
“place of loving, caring and sharing” are 
essential to who we are at Wells, so our 
hope for vision and clear insight is in 
how to live this out in our community and 
world today. Continue to pray with us for 
clarity. Lord grant us 20/20 in 2020! 

I was intrigued as I researched vision 
to find out that 20/20 was a measure of 
vision acuity and that it measures the 
sharpness of sight from 20 feet away. I 
know that eye exams always begin with 
covering an eye and looking at a chart 
from some distance, but had no idea that 
this was the derivative of the scale. So 
someone who has 20/60 vision, for 
example, sees at 20 feet what those with 
clear vision see at 60 feet  (American 
Optometric Association).  I also found 
that the most common way to correct 
vision is with eyeglasses or contacts. In 
both cases they “bend light to improve 
sight” (WebMD).  I realize that this is the 
simplified explanation of an intricate and 
complex field of medical practice, but 
was new and good information for me. 

As I read the information about 
correcting vision I became focused on 
the fact that “bending light” is the way to 
see more clearly what is before us. A lot 
of our life of faith is centered in knowing 
the “true light” that has come into the 
world. 

  “What has come into being in him 

20/20 Vision 
(continued from page 1) 
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was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it.”  

John 1:4-5 

As we seek clarity for our own lives 
and for the life of Wells Church, maybe 
the answer comes in how we see the 
light and how the light influences how we 
see the world around us.   

As a child, one of the toys that we 
handed down through the family was a 
small kaleidoscope. I recall the incredible 
vivid colors and geometrical shapes that 
were within a small cardboard tube that 
were viewed best when it was held up to 
the light. The light seems to give the 
kaleidoscope a transformative quality 
that it does not have when simply held 
down.  Even though it was tempting to 
hold it still and enjoy each shape and 
color, the real gift comes when you begin 
to turn the end of the kaleidoscope to 
reveal the wonderful changes and new 
shapes that develop. 

Maybe as we seek clarity of vision for 
our own lives and for Wells Church, this 
image is a good one. God works through 
the light of Christ to help us see the 
wonderful colors and shapes that exist 
around us and helps us to know how to 
live into the fullness of its beauty. May 
we be willing to hold things up to the light 
that shines brightly in Jesus Christ.  

May the light of Christ bring new 
insight and hope into 2020! May we be 
willing to “twist the tube” to truly live into 
the gifts God will share through us. 

Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 
 

Jan. 1  Charles Araujo, Frank Puryear 

Jan. 2  Margarette Butler 

Jan. 3 Laura Farris, Jan Watson  

Jan. 4  Lillian Edmondson, Cecily 
McNair 

Jan. 5  Martha Bercaw 

Jan. 6 Lister Bowdoin, Dee Armstrong 

Jan. 8 John Anderson, Dan Doty, 
Jordan Strachan 

Jan. 9 Phil Eide, Anna Furr 

Jan. 10 Steve Greenough 

Jan. 11 Brenda Sullivan 

Jan. 13  Michelle Heard Clay 

Jan. 15 Nathan Campbell, Terry 
Stringer 

Jan. 16 Chance McNulty, Janice 
Pearson, James Williams Jr. 

Jan. 17 Shirley Olson 

Jan. 18 Justin White 

Jan. 20 Catherine Campbell, Joshua 
Godding, Kay Jones, Jeannie 
Lane  

Jan. 21 Bob Gates, Anna Gipson 

Jan. 22  Trissy Kelly, Jefferson Parker 

Jan. 23 Ray Lee 

Jan. 24 Micah Godding 

Jan. 25 Drew Scott, Louie Smith 

Jan. 26 Tammy Bedi, Natalie Long 

Jan. 27 Joe Farmer, Terri Lindsey 

Jan. 28 Joey Brady, Bailey Browne  

Jan.29 Terry Armstrong, Thomas 
McClinton 

Jan. 30 Erin Quinn 

Jan. 31 Tim Alexander, Esther Everly, 
Kay Hardage 

If your birthday is in Januaryand isn’t 
listed here or is listed incorrectly, please 
let us know. 
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2019 Wells Church Giving 
 
Based on the approved 2019 Budget, 
$58,389.50 is needed monthly to support 
the church’s operations and ministries. 

2019 Tithes and Offerings: 

Jan. $40,733.36 July   $46,299.32 
Feb. $41,278.87 Aug.   $41,803.50 
March $48,930.75 Sept.   $49,595.94 
April $33,116.01 Oct.   $50,736.45 
May $47,877.25 Nov.   $41,539.00 
June $61,087.61 Dec.    
 

Raising a Glass 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

As we inventory our lives, think about our hopes and plans, and hang our new 
2020 calendars, it can be worthwhile to take a look at the role of drinking in our 
lives. Drinking is an integral part of our culture and is often a habit to which we 
give little thought. Alcohol is a double-edged sword: on the one hand it can 
facilitate pleasure and on the other it can cause untold pain and suffering. 

Stating the obvious: Alcohol is not like air, water, food or sleep; 
no one HAS to drink. It’s optional. If you don’t drink, there’s no 
reason to start. Some people should not drink under any 
circumstances. For example, there are many common medical 
conditions that contraindicate drinking. Importantly, anyone who 
has a history of trouble controlling drinking shouldn’t drink. Neither 
should those for whom drinking has caused family, legal, medical, 

social, spiritual or vocational problems. Pregnant women, people on interacting 
medications, and anyone engaging in complex tasks – especially those that are 
potentially dangerous – should not drink. 

For those not included above, the National Institutes of Alcohol and Alcohol 
Abuse (NIAAA) has established consensus guidelines about safe drinking limits. 
In a nutshell they recommend an average of no more than two drinks a day for 
men and one a day for women. In addition, they recommend against “binge 
drinking.” A binge is defined as more than three drinks in two hours for women or 
four drinks in the same time period for men.  

NIAAA has an excellent free resource aimed at helping us learn whether we 
should be concerned about our drinking or not. It is called, “Rethinking Drinking” 
and it is available on their web site: https://www.rethinkingdrinking.niaaa.nih.gov/. 
Or just Google “Rethinking Drinking.” You can also order a free booklet version 
online. Rethinking Drinking includes background information, a self-assessment, 
and worksheets focused on goal-setting, motivation, and change strategies. 

A second free resource is a smart phone application named “iSelfChange,” 
which was developed at Nova Southeastern University. The app has all the 
essential components: information, standardized assessment with feedback, a 
pro’s and con’s (Decisional Balance) worksheet, tips for changing both drinking 
and smoking, and a log to keep track of changes. 

Of course, the level of intervention needed when alcohol is a problem depends 
on the severity of the alcohol disorder. Some drinking problems are too serious 
and too long-lasting to address via self-change. There is a continuum of 
treatment available from individual outpatient treatment to intensive outpatient 
treatment to residential treatment and with inpatient detoxification as the most 
intensive treatment level. Ideally the selected level will be the best match for 
individual needs. Finally, self-help and mutual support in the form of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings and literature are free and widely available 

As we aim to make 2020 a year full of good things, let’s facilitate that by 
eliminating habits and behaviors that obstruct or distort those good things. For 
most of us, drinking doesn’t fall into that category, but for some, or for someone 
we love, it may.  

Prayer: “Lord, we know that if you make us free, we will be free indeed. Open 
our eyes to what binds us and free our willingness to be loosed. Amen.” 

*By “drink” NIAAA means “Standard Drink,” which his 12 oz. of 5% beer; 5 oz 

Parker 

Wells Church has participated in the 
annual Dr. Martin Luther King Parade 
for many years, and will continue that 
tradition on Saturday, Jan. 18. 

WellsFolk will be marching, greeting 
and handing out beads to parade 
goers. It normally lasts from 8 a.m. – 
noon.  

For more information, see Keith 
Ferguson or Dr. Ken Simon. 

Wells Food Pantry 
Receives Grant  
 

Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

Wells to March in 
2020 MLK Parade 
xxxxxxx 

The Wells Church Tuesday 
Neighborhood Ministries has been 
awarded a $2,500 grant in support of 
the church food pantry and other 
outreach ministries. 

The grant was awarded by the 
Mississippi Conference Board of Global 
Ministries Mission Grant Committee. 

“We are excited to provide these 
funds for your project ...,” said the Rev. 
Sarah Jo Adams-Wilson, chair of the 
Mississippi Board of Global Ministries. 
“We pray that this award will help your 
church to live out the mission of making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” 

The grant will be matched by Wells 
Church funds to support various 
aspects of the ministry, which include 
food support and help with IDs to for 
people seeking employment.  

Thanks to Charles Araujo for writing 
and guiding the grant proposal. 
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Elaine Talbott for more information. 

James Club — The James Club is a 
non-denominational Christian fellowship 
of persons in recovery from addiction, 
their families, friends and other 
interested people. It meets during the 
9:45-10:45 a.m. in the James Club 
Annex. It provides support and growth 
opportunities consistent with Christian 
teachings and 12-Step-based programs 
of recovery. 

Children’s Sunday School 

After assembling at 9:45 a.m., our 
children meet for Sunday school from 
10-10:45 a.m. Classes include 
engaging explorations of Bible stories 
and themes for five age groups: Pre-K; 
Kindergarten and 1st Graders; 2nd and 
3rd Graders; 4th and 5th Graders; and 
6th Graders. Please see Ashley Rogers 
for more information. 

Wells Youth 

The youth ministry is structured to 
provide a combination of friendship, 
worship and learning to nurture each 
student's relationship with Christ. The 
youth (7th - 12th graders) enjoy 
activities throughout the year including 
service projects, a summer trip, and 
various retreats. Youth Sunday school 
classes are divided into middle school 
(grades 7 &  8) and high school (grades 
9 through 12), which meet from 9:45 
a.m. to 10:45 a.m. in the Youth 
Building. On Wednesdays, teens share 
a meal at 6:30 p.m. followed by Youth 
Group at 7 p.m. Please see Erin Mason 
for more information. 

Prayer Meeting 

Prayer Meeting is held at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. The group prays and 
participates in midweek worship, 
including a study time. Currently, the 
Rev. Chris Cumbest is leading a study 
on the Book of Acts. Please see Chris 
or Bettye Quinn for more information. 

Book Group 

The Wells Book Group meets 
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monthly in a member’s home to discuss   
books, including modern novels. Please 
see Sarah Campbell for more 
information. 

Yoga 

Wells offers a Yoga class at 5:30 
p.m. on Mondays in the Tonkel 
Fellowship Center led by Loy Moncrief. 
Please see Loy for more information. 

Ministries 
Choir  

The Wells Choir provides music for 
worship and special services including 
a Christmas concert. Singers and 
musicians are welcome. Please see 
Nancy Moore for more information. 

WellsFest 

WellsFest is our biggest outreach 
ministry. Its goals are to help local 
service organizations, provide a festival 
where people can have fun and enjoy 
good music in an alcohol- and drug-free 
environment, and show that God’s love 
can bring this community together in 
support of a worthy cause. Since 
WellsFest began, it has raised nearly 
$1.5 million for local non-profits. 
Volunteers are needed for every aspect 
of the ministry. See Roger Lamb for 
more information. 

Neighborhood Ministries 

The Tuesday food pantry regularly 
serves around 100-150 people, 
providing a bag of basic groceries once 
a week. It also serves as a point of 
contact for persons needing help with 
obtaining state-issued IDs and 
assistance with medical needs. The 
Wells Food Pantry accepts donations of 
canned goods and monetary support. 
See Charles Araujo for information. 

Neighbor to Neighbor 

This new ministry seeks to provide 
assistance to neighborhood families for 
simple home repair and neighborhood 
projects. Please see John Garner or 
Evelyn Araujo for information. 

DayStars 

DayStars is a two-week creative and 
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performing arts day camp for rising 2nd 
through 9th grade students. Led by 
professional actors, musicians, 
educators and artists, DayStars offers 
children and youth supportive 
environment to learn about creative and 
performing arts, all while deepening 
their faith through lessons and 
activities. It culminates in a fully staged 
production of a musical. Please see 
Ashley Rogers for more information. 

Galloway Elementary School 

We work as a community partner to 
support the children, faculty and staff at 
Galloway Elementary. Volunteers are 
needed to be Book Buddies to assist 
and supplement reading education and 
to work with the school to encourage 
achievement. Wells hosts the annual 
Galloway Night to recognize students 
who are the highest achievers and the 
most improved, as well as the teachers 
and staff members of the year. See 
Mary Lundgren for more information. 

Church Fellowship Breakfast 

Formerly the Men’s Fellowship, this 
group meets at 7:15 a.m. every third 
Sunday to share breakfast and enjoy a  
time of prayer and fellowship with a lay 
speaker. All are welcome. Please see 
Phil Eide for information. 

Prayer Ministry 

The Prayer Ministry group makes 
visits and offers prayer when requested. 
Please see Dian Parkinson or Linda 
Pilgrim for information. 

Church Life Activities 

There are many ways to plug into 
Wells Church life and many ways to 
offer your gifts and graces. Volunteers 
are needed for everything from 
leadership positions and teaching to 
carrying out basic tasks in support of 
the church, including ushering, serving 
as lay minister, counting, kitchen 
service, garden work, visiting, praying, 
writing cards and various tasks in 
support of our children and youth. 

Consider adding a church 
educational or ministry activity to your 
2020 resolutions. 

 

2020 Ministries 
(continued from page 1) 
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STAFF PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE (SPPRC) 
CHAIR: Jim Pollard 
VICE CHAIR: Ken Simon 
SECRETARY: Pam Johnson 
Lay Leader: Jeff Parker 
Lay Member Annual Conference: Elaine 

Talbott 
2020 Kimberly Griffin  
2020 Jim Pollard 
2020 Ken Simon 
2021 Deborah Ballou 
2021 Luran Buchanan 
2021 Pam Johnson 
2022 Margarette Butler 
2022 Ken Hodges 
2022 Mark Weilenman 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
CHAIR: Katherine Perkins 
VICE CHAIR: Bill Latham 
SECRETARY: Jane Everly 
Pastor: Chris Cumbest* 
Lay Leader: Jeff Parker* 
Lay Member Annual Conference: Elaine 

Talbott 
Church Council Chair: Greg Campbell  
SPPRC Chair or Rep: Jim Pollard 
Trustee Rep: Jason Bobbs 
Financial Secretary: Jane Everly* 
Business Admin: David Hampton* 
Treasurer: Kay Olliver* 
2020 Mark Fields 
2020 Bill Latham 
2020 Karen Pruitt 
2021 Bill Gray 
2021 Lynsey Naugle 
2021 Charles Williams 
2022 Liz Brandon 
2022 Katherine Perkins 
2022 Frank Puryear 
*employees are non-voting members 
 
TREASURER 
Kay Olliver 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Jane Everly 
 
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 
David Hampton 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CHURCH COUNCIL 
CHAIR: Greg Campbell 
VICE CHAIR: __________________ 
PASTOR: Chris Cumbest 
SECRETARY: Ashley Rogers*  
Lay Leader: Jeff Parker 
SPPRC Chair: Jim Pollard 
SPPRC Rep: Pam Johnson 
Finance Chair: Katherine Perkins 
Finance Rep: Lynsey Naugle 
Trustees Chair: Jason Bobbs 
Trustees Rep: Vickie Stewart 
Treasurer: Kay Olliver* 
Lay Member Annual Conference:  

Elaine Talbott 
Nominating Rep: Jeff Parker 
Youth Rep: Christian Price 
Young Adult Rep: Lynsey Naugle 
Financial Secretary: Jane Everly* 
At Large 2020: Keith May  
At Large 2021: Mark Hodges  
At Large 2021: Ray “Mac” McNulty  
At Large 2022: Greg Campbell  
*employees are non-voting members 
 
TRUSTEES 
CHAIR: Jason Bobbs 
VICE CHAIR: Kevin Newman 
SECRETARY: Lilly Floyd 
2020 Jason Bobbs 
2020 Phil Eide 
2020 Sally Nash 
2021 Kit Kinsey 
2021 Kevin Newman 
2021 Vickie Stewart 
2022 Lilly Floyd 
2022 Mary Stubblefield 
2022 Tony Walker 
 
NOMINATIONS & LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT 
CHAIR/PASTOR: Chris Cumbest  
VICE CHAIR: Jeff Parker 
Lay Leader: Jeff Parker  
2020 David Hampton 
2020 Alix Williams  
2021 Keith Ferguson 
2021 Mary Lundgren 
2022 Linda Pilgrim 
2022 Vickie Stewart 
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LAY LEADER  
Jeff Parker 
 
LAY MEMBER ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
(1 lay person for each appointed clergy member) 
Elaine Talbott 
Alternate: Pam Johnson 

VISION TEAM 
Pastor: Chris Cumbest 
Lay Leader: Jeff Parker 
Spiritual Director: Diane Braman 
2020 Jan Garrick 
2020 Kimberly Griffin 
2020 Ken Hodges 
2021 Kim Coalter 
2021 Bob Kersh 
2021 Debbie Konkle-Parker 
2022 Sarah Campbell 
2022 Jane Everly 
2022 Tommy Naugle 
2022 Sha Pollard 

MISSION OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
Charles Araujo 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION AND 
EVANGELISM 
Dian Parkinson  
Linda Pilgrim 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
Ashley Rogers  

YOUTH MINISTRY  
Erin Mason 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  
Phil Eide 

MUSIC MINISTRY  
Nancy Moore 

COUNSELING MINISTRY  
Jeff Parker 

GARDENS MINISTRY  
Loy Moncrief 

WELLSFEST 
Chair: Roger Lamb 
Co-chair: ________________________ 
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5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School 

 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
6:30 p.m. Youth 

  
 
 

 
 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

12:15 p.m. Administrative 
Council 
 

 
5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 

 

 
8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 

 
5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
6:30 p.m. Youth 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
8 a.m. - noon 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
7:15 a.m. Church 
Fellowship Breakfast 

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
6:30 p.m. Youth 
 
 
 

  
 
 

8:30 a.m. – noon 
Clergy and Lay 
Leadership 
Training, Clinton 
First UMC 
 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
6:30 p.m. Youth 
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By Ashley Rogers  
Director, Children’s Ministry 

For most of my teen and adult life, I 
looked forward to the new year for one 
great reason — a new, fresh, clean 
planner!  

Kind of anticlimactic, I 
know, but the 
anticipation of a fresh 
start and the ability to 
begin building from the 
ground up gives me a joy 
like no other!  

With a baby still too young to have 
extra-curricular activities, I’ve never 
really known the unique experience of 
trying to coordinate multiple schedules, 
practices and commitments, but I 
remember distinctly this wall calendar 
my mom had that had columns for each 
family member and a symbol beside 
events that required she or my dad to 
bring my sister or me somewhere.  

I am in constant awe of our Wells kids 
and youth because they are involved in 
so many different activities. We’ve got 
ones in Scouts, music lessons, Boy 
Choir, tennis lessons, swim team, 
school choir, horseback riding, martial 
arts, drama club, baseball, and robotics, 
just to name a few! These kids are 
multitalented and exceptional on so 
many different levels. The fact that their 
parents make it a priority to include 

By Vickie Stewart 

It’s hard to believe that it has been 24 
years that I first walked through the 
doors of Wells Church.   

As many who end up 
here, it was after a painful 
life lesson. I had a strong 
Christian upbringing and 
one that I am forever 
grateful for, but the delivery 
of the message from my 

childhood church was very painful for 
me.  

I have believed in Jesus Christ as my 
Lord and Savior since I was six years 
old. Trying to maintain that relationship 
in a church that made you feel unworthy 
and hell bound your entire life was a 
constant struggle. 

My good friend saw the pain I was in 
and suggested Wells. She was friends 
with Tony Quinn and thought I should 
call him to see what Wells was about.  I 
did call Tony but also called the church 
office to see if I could make an 
appointment with Rev. Tonkel. The 
sweet saint, Lou Ella Moore, answered 
the phone.  I told her that I was not 
Methodist and her reply was, “That’s ok 
honey we love everybody here.” 

The rest they say is history. What 
keeps me here is the Holy Spirit that has 
guided me, nurtured me, and the 
incredible relationships that have come 
about over the years. Not to mention the 
extraordinary gift in Aunt Bettye’s 
Sunday school class. That has taught 
me to stay in God’s word, which I have 
said is the best self-help book there is. 
That has changed my life and my 
relationship with God. Truly my heart’s 
desire is for my life to be God’s will. 

This place is special. Yes, Keith 
taught us how to be the church. Now it’s 
up to us. I’m so thankful for Chris who 
has that same spirit. 

Thanks be to God for Wells Church. 

 

Why Wells?  

Everybody Loved 
  

2

Wells in their weekly schedule is a 
blessing beyond measure. Because so 
many extra-curricular activities are 
competing for attention, it becomes 
crucial that adults help children see the 
value in keeping their focus on the 
important commitments.  

Of course kids can learn invaluable 
life lessons in a myriad of places doing 
any number of activities, but there’s 
something unique about being in 
fellowship with other adults and young 
people who are committed to the work of 
God. Not only does it help them develop 
context for why qualities like honesty, 
compassion, generosity, and love are 
important, but also establishes as a 
family unit that you’re in this together! 
The more children are exposed to other 
Christ-followers, the more familiar the 
language and actions become, which 
hopefully begins paving the way for a 
lifetime of curiosity and devotion to 
following the example of Christ. 

If you haven’t made space for weekly 
church participation in your family’s 
calendar, maybe that can be a goal for 
the new decade. Plan to either attend 
Sunday services and Sunday school or 
Wednesday night fellowship and commit 
to following through! We’d love to see 
you and your family, and I can promise 
that you won’t regret coming!  

Write Ashley at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org. 

Make Family Space for Church  

Rogers 

Stewart Wells Youth conduct a bake sale to support their summer retreat trip to Lake Junaluska. 
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By Nancy Moore  
Choir Director 

Happy New Year!   

As I offer this greeting, I think about the 
passing of time into a new decade. The 
new year offers us a starting over point. 
The slate is clean!  

What you and I do with 
today, tomorrow, next week, 
etc. comes down to a matter 
of choices. Of course, there 
are jobs and other 
responsibilities that stand in 
defiance of the luxury  

of choices. When it comes to our time 
spent working, it cannot be so much 
choice but necessity, which governs our 
actions. 

We speak of time as being so precious.  
I can attest to that! The older I get the 
more precious the gift of time becomes. 
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The more precious my time gets, the 
more likely I am to be discriminate 
about who or what gets my time. 

There are times when the choice is 
not cut and dried. My choice can be 
mitigated by all manner of 
circumstances or situations.  

Yes, there are circumstances when I 
give time to matters that I deem urgent, 
but not necessarily important. Asking 
the question, “What will we do with the 
time we are given?” seems rather 
ridiculous the more I think about it.  Life 
is not so neat and tidy. (Think work and 
sick child or hacking cough and 
concert.)  

Over the years, I have tried to make 
peace with this business of time. There 
is life’s “required” time, and life’s 
“discretionary” time. Many of us tend to 
think of “required” time as 40 hours a 
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week. In that instance, we’re left with 
128 hours a week, minus 56 hours 
sleep time, and around 75 hours of 
discretionary time.   

Seventy-five hours is a lot of time.  
And yet, think of all the things that vie 
for that discretionary time. The list is 
endless.   

I am grateful for the 30-plus Wells 
members and constituents who 
choose week-in-and-week-out to give 
2 to 5 hours of their discretionary time 
to our music ministry. If you consider 
the extra time given to rehearsals 
around special programs, their time is 
more than a mere choice. It is a 
commitment to be a disciple of Christ. 

In 2020, what will you do with your 
discretionary time? 

Write Nancy at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 
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