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By Chris Cumbest 
Pastor 

The journey continues…not only the 
journey of Lent, but also our journey in 
addressing the issues and concerns of 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  

At the time that I am 
writing this we are still 
encouraged, as well as 
mandated, to not meet in 
groups of more than 10 
throughout the city of 
Jackson. It is still 

important that we do our part in helping 
model what our government and 
medical professionals are pleading with 
us to do in helping limit the spread of 
this incredibly contagious pandemic. 
The journey has been a challenging 
one. It is a time to not only practice 
“social distancing,” but also to pause 
and reflect on the priorities of our life 
and on God’s presence. Be encouraged 
that God is with you where you are. 
Offer others the light of God’s presence 
through your love and care. 

As we begin this month we move into 
the highest and holiest season in the life 
of the Christian faith. Holy Week and 
Easter are celebrated during these first 
weeks of April. The journey with Jesus 
to Jerusalem and to the cross and tomb 
are always important weeks in our lives 
as we journey again with Jesus. I have 
often said that we can’t truly understand 
and celebrate Easter without first 
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By David Hampton 
Pastoral Assistant 

    Here's the church, 
        and here's the steeple. 
        Log into Facebook,  
        and friend all the people. 

We have always talked about the 
church not being the building, but the 
people, and that is being driven home 
even more as we adapt to the realities 
of life with the Coronavirus. 

The extremely contagious virus that 
has created a worldwide pandemic has 
required that we not gather together in 
our beloved Wells Church sanctuary on 
Sunday morning for worship or 
participate in our normal Wells Church 
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activities. The efforts to limit the spread 
means even traditional Easter and Holy 
Week services are impacted. (Please 
see Page 8.)  

Wells, like most other churches 
seeking to protect its members from the 
dangers of the virus, has been utilizing 
social media and other Internet 
platforms to continue virtual worship. 

Pastor Chris Cumbest has conducted 
the virtual service on Facebook Live at 
10:30 on Sunday mornings. The audio 
of the service normally is posted on 
YouTube, but now it includes video. 
Facebook Live means those viewing 
can interact, so we were able to share 
prayer requests and make comments 

See Easter Hope, Page 2 
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Wells Council Chair Greg Campbell (left) and Ashley Rogers, Children’s Director, operate their IPhones and IPads 
to stream Sunday morning services live on Facebook with music from Bob Gates and Jamie Ward. Ashley’s 
makeshift tripod included a Huggies diaper box from home. 
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journeying with Jesus to the table, the 
garden, the cross and the tomb. It has 
been important for me to not only plan 
for the grand celebration of Easter 
Sunday, but also to be certain that we 
journey together through gatherings on 
Thursday around the table and on Friday 
to the cross. It is only as we share in the 
last meal with Jesus and the disciples 
that we know of the importance of 
Christ’s sacrifice and love for us. It is 
only as we gather in the darkness and 
violence of the cross that we truly feel 
the extremes that God goes to for our 
redemption. It is in these moments we 
know of the deep, deep love of God that 
offers us an opportunity to find 
forgiveness, salvation from ourselves 
and hope for today and for eternity. 

There is a probability that we will still 
be asked to limit our gathering through 
these Holy Days. As I anticipate the 
possibility of not gathering on Easter 
Sunday, I have been led back to the 
Gospel accounts of the first Holy Week 
and Easter. What a week for Jesus and 
his disciples. Things seemed to change 
every moment. Their activity certainly 
became limited, and after Jesus’ arrest 
the disciples isolated themselves. Fear 
was a factor I am sure, but also limiting 
their exposure and seeking to live into 
who Jesus had called them to be was 
also at work. After the events in the 
garden, they had all been linked with the 
work that God was doing in and through 
Jesus. Now I am sure they were 
wondering what to do next as they 
sought to live out God’s kingdom work. It 

Easter Hope 
(continued from page 1) 
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was, at the very least uncertain times. 

On the day of his resurrection, the 
gospels indicate that the disciples were 
locked away, and a few brave women 
went to take care of things with Jesus’ 
body. When they learned that Jesus had 
been raised from the dead, a couple of 
them took the chance and ran to the 
tomb to verify that what the women had 
said was true. But after that, it was 
weeks and a change in location before 
they could truly celebrate and get back to 
work in proclaiming God’s kingdom work. 

Wait! No procession to the tomb 
bearing the cross and light? No placing 
of Easter lilies or choir special music? No 
crowds assembled in bright new clothes? 
Nope. There was nothing but the 
assurance of a soft voice in the garden 
and the appearance in the upper room 
bringing peace. And yet it is through 
these moments of the presence of Jesus 
that the disciples were encouraged, 
enlivened and empowered to begin 
sharing this wonderful message of God’s 
redemption and love with the world. 

This message of redemption, hope 
and life is a word that is not limited to the 
sanctuaries of our churches. Jesus is 
alive, and he lives in and through those 
who love him. It is a message that 
transcends all barriers and fears and 
offers salvation and life. Whether we are 
able to gather on the grounds of our 
beloved Wells Church or not, Easter will 
come! How will you live into it? How will 
you share with the world the Good News 
that HE IS ALIVE! 

 Write Chris at 
chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

April 3 Katherine Browne, Peter 
Casano 

April 5 Mike Porter 

April 7 Bondee Bower, Brant Bower, 
Keith Ferguson, Marti Nance, 
Annie Scott 

April 8 Maria Roberts 

April 9   Lee Stockstill 

April 11 Courtney Chance, Jeremy 
Clark 

April 13 Richard John 

April 14 Evelyn Clay 

April 15 Wilson Karges, Allie Thornton, 
Hazel Walters 

April 17 Priscilla Pearson 

April 18 Greg Tierce, Cathy Nail 

April 19 Elizabeth Browne, Rev. Sherry 
Johnson, Ginny Weilenman 

April 21 Emerson Daily 

April 23 Joshua Bedi, Billy Browne, 
Aaliyah Price 

April 25 Hazel Sherrod 

April 26 Ann Daniel 

April 27 Noah Mason, Helen McDonald, 
Stacie Miller 

April 29 Kevin Newman 

If your birthday is in April and isn’t listed 
here or is listed incorrectly, please let us 
know. 
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2020 Wells Church Giving 
 
Based on the approved 2020 budget, 
$55,825 is needed monthly to support the 
church’s operations and ministries. 

2020 Tithes and Offerings: 

Jan. $47,816.03 July    
Feb. $42,800.66 Aug.    
March  Sept.    
April  Oct.    
May  Nov.    
June  Dec.    
 

Managing Uncertainty 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.”  

— John 14:1 

Jesus spoke these words to his disciples at a time when he had every reason 
for his own heart to be troubled: He was on the threshold of being betrayed, 
arrested, and crucified. Yet he was comforting The Twelve in preparation for his 
absence. 

So much has changed for us all in such a compressed span of 
time! There is little in our professional, social or individual lives that 
doesn’t look quite different from what it did even two weeks ago. In 
many cases we are physically separated from friends, family and 
coworkers and when we’re not, we are still running a serious 
physical contact deficit. As necessary a substitute as they have 
become, elbow bumps are pitifully inadequate. Looking each other 

in the eyes is more intimate. 

Stress and uncertainty are real, but that doesn’t mean we are helpless. Our 
faith is an enduring resource — our faith that no matter what happens, we are 
loved and we are not alone. Too, our Community of Faith, while not gathering in 
person, remains a community nonetheless — we are here for each other in ways 
small and large. We need to trust this and as in all matters of faith, exercise it as 
part of our walk. 

There is tremendous wisdom in the Serenity Prayer: “God grant me the 
serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I 
can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” Things have shifted dramatically in 
the “cannot change” direction, upsetting our balance. It’s never occurred to me 
that there wouldn’t be bread on the shelf at Kroger when I wanted it. Or certain 
paper products… 

There is one important thing we retain control over. On every device that 
delivers stressful news, commentary, and all manner of fictions and conspiracies 
there is a magic button. If you push that button everyone stops talking! It’s 
incredible! Talk about a feeling of empowerment! In the words of the immortal 
Herman’s Hermits, “There’s a kind of hush…” 

I want to share a link to a wonderful collection of resources for stress 
management put together by the University of Mississippi Medical Center’s 
Office of Well-Being.* The resources are all free and accessible. There are 
sections on staying active, focusing on the present, practicing gratitude, 
breathing exercises and crisis hotlines. Please check this resource out and use 
it. 

Prayer: Lord, in this time when so much has changed so fast and the status of 
things yesterday is not the status of things today, please grant us the faith to 
ease our troubled hearts. We believe in you and rely on you at this time. More 
than ever, show us how to be a Community of Faith, so that despite separation, 
none will feel alone. 

*https://umc.edu/CoronaVirus/files/CoronavirusResources.pdf.  

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

 

Parker 

The Coronavirus crisis has shown 
churches how important digital 
communication can be in carrying on 
worship and the work of the church. 

Wells distributes 
a weekly digital 
newsletter on 
Tuesdays, “This 
Week at Wells,” 
with information, 
news items  

and activity announcements, and  
another note about Sunday activities 
on Friday called “This Sunday at 
Wells.” Prayer requests are sent out by 
email as submitted, up to twice daily. 
You may sign up to receive prayer 
requests by email, general 
announcements or both. 

The Wells website, wellschurch.org, 
includes information and important 
links to stay informed and/or give 
offerings. You can give a single 
donation, or set up an ongoing bank 
draft for your tithes and offerings. 

Wells also has an active Facebook 
page for announcements and recently 
added live streaming, and YouTube 
channel for video and audio of services 
that can be accessed anytime, 
including past services. 

If you have not subscribed to these 
digital communication avenues, please 
take time and sign up. If you need help, 
please contact the church office. 

Let’s stay in touch. 

 

 
Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

Communicate By 
Email, Social Media 
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By xxx 
xxxxxxxxxx 

xxx xxx 
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xxxxx.  

xxxxx 

Moncrief 



Wells United Methodist Church 

    		Page 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TBA  
 

Virtual Church 
(continued from page 1) 
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By Nancy Moore 
Choir Director 

“In Christ Alone” is the anthem the 
choir was preparing for Easter Sunday.  
As the WellSpring goes to print, we 
don’t know if we’ll be together for 
worship or not, but I didn’t want you to 
miss this powerful text by Stuart 
Townend.   

There is both a 
theological depth and 
poetic expression to this 
contemporary hymn.  
“The lyric excites me 
because it places our 
hope, our assurance, our  

eternal destiny in the right place — on 
the solid foundation of Christ. In my own 
life I need reminding continually not to 
live by my feelings or my circumstances, 
but by the unchanging truth of the 
gospel.” 

In Christ Alone 
By Stuart Townend 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
    He is my light, my strength, my song 
    This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
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Firm through the fiercest drought and 
    storm 
    What heights of love, what depths of 
    peace 
    When fears are stilled, when striving 
    cease 
    My Comforter, my All in All 
    Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

In Christ alone! — who took on flesh, 
    Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
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   This gift of love and righteousness, 
    Scorned by the ones He came to 
    save 
    Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
    The wrath of God was satisfied  
    For every sin on Him was laid 
    Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

There in the ground His body lay 
    Light of the world by darkness slain 
    Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
    Up from the grave He rose again 
    And as He stands in victory 
    Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me 
    For I am His and He is mine 
    Bought with the precious blood of 
    Christ 

 
No guilt in life no fear in death 

    This is the power of Christ in me 
    From life’s first cry to final breath 
    Jesus commands my destiny 
    No power of hell, no scheme of man 
    Can ever pluck me from His hand 
    Till He returns or calls me home 
    Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 

Write Nancy at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 

Moore 

Our Hope and Assurance in One Place 

xxxxxxx 
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during the service. 

On March 22, 760 people were 
reached by the service, including those 
in other states. 

This allowed us to continue church, 
but with only seven people in the Wells 
buildings, instead of the usual 200-300 
on a Sunday. 

The Seekers Class also used 
Facebook Live to allow Bettye Quinn to 
do her weekly Sunday school class 
lesson. 

Other groups have remained in 
contact through email and calls and 
messages to one another. Choir 
Director Nancy Moore began an email 
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chain, in which choir members shared 
their thoughts and concerns in coping 
with not being able to gather. 

“I long for when our choir is gathered 
in one place,” Nancy said. “I long for 
worship through our weekly Wednesday 
rehearsals. I long for powerful music 
that brings us to the foot of the cross, to 
the taste of the very love, mercy and 
grace of God, and to the very presence 
of God With Us. I pray for the day when 
worship is ‘normal’ again.” 

Chris said he appreciated WellsFolk 
adapting to the difficult situation and 
participating. He said it is a gift to be 
able to use the social media presence, 
and have church on the Internet when 
we cannot be together. 
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“I am grateful that many of you have 
joined us these past weeks and let us 
know that you are with us as we share 
birthdays, anniversaries and prayer 
requests,” he said. “It is certainly not like 
being with the gathered community in 
the sanctuary, but what a gift it is in 
these unprecedented times to connect 
in new ways. A special thanks goes to 
our wonderful, adaptable, creative, hard 
working staff that has made these 
moments possible for us.” 

Please join the people gathered in the 
virtual church until we can gather 
physically again in the Wells Church 
sanctuary. Please visit the Wells Church 
website, www.wellschurch.org, and 
visit the Wells Facebook page and 
YouTube channel. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
Due to the Coronavirus, 
all church activities 
have been suspended 
until at least April 17. 
Please monitor church 
emails and social media 
for updates for when 
activities will resume. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
6:30 p.m. Youth 
 

CANCELED 

11:30 a.m. Lenten 
Lunch with Dr. 
Connie Shelton 

 

 

 

CANCELED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Palm 
Sunday Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School 

 

 

CANCELED  

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 

 

CANCELED 

 
 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 

 

CANCELED 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Healing 
Service 
 
 

CANCELED  
 

6:30 p.m. Maundy 
Thursday Service 
with Holy 
Communion 
 

 
CANCELED 
 

6:30 p.m. Good 
Friday Service 
 
 

 

CANCELED 
 

10 a.m. Lou Ella 
Moore Easter Egg 
Hunt 
 
 
 

CANCELED 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise 
Service Jamie Fowler 
Boyll Park 

8:30 & 11 a.m. Easter 
Day Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  
 

CANCELED  

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 

 
 
CANCELED 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 

CANCELED 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
6:30 p.m. Youth  
 

CANCELED 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
7:15 a.m. Church 
Breakfast 

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

12:15 p.m. Finance 
Committee 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
6:30 p.m. Youth 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

26 27 28 29 30   
10 a.m. Worship  

5th Sunday Single Service 

 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 

 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
6:30 p.m. Youth 
 

 
 

 

  
 

April 2020  



Wells United Methodist Church 

Page 7 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1

By Ashley Rogers  
Director, Children’s Ministry 

Even before I became a parent, I 
knew that being a stay-at-home mom 
was one of the hardest jobs in the world.  

My own mom stayed 
at home with my sister 
and me for a few years 
and has often said it was 
one of the best, but 
loneliest and toughest 
jobs she’s had. 

 After my maternity leave, I didn’t 
expect to ever get the chance to be a 
stay-at-home parent, but thanks to 
COVID-19, everything has changed.  

I know I’m not the only one struggling 
to adapt to this new normal. This 
struggle isn’t unique, but in the moment, 
it can feel deeply isolating. If it’s you 
feeling alone in this season, know that 
you are one of so many — it’s not just 
you.  

It can be such a challenge to take 
care of ourselves when the cry of 
babies, whine of toddlers, or bickering of 
older kids calls our attention. The needs 
of others tend to override our own 
needs, which is understandable, but 
can’t continue indefinitely. This is not 
the time to feel guilty about too much 
screen time, kids entertaining 
themselves, etc. Do what you need to 

By Sarah Campbell 
Like many writers of this column 

before me, my family’s search for Wells 
began because we didn’t belong where 
we were. Not necessarily the fault of the 
nondenominational evangelical church 
we had been attending, we were just 
outsiders in too many ways. 

Working against 
racism, unwilling to 
accept second-class 
status for women, and 
committed to making the 
world a more just and 
equitable place, we were  

bound to run afoul of any form of religion 
based on absolutes and hierarchy.  

In a particularly devastating service, 
our pastor, in preaching about the 
cancer diagnosis of a beloved member, 
urged the family to examine their hearts 
for the sin that had caused the cancer. 
Women were told they could not have 
input as church elders, but would be 
represented via their husbands. 

For a long time, we worked to stay — 
forming study groups on women’s role in 
the church, organizing to make Jackson 
more livable for people in strained 
economic circumstances, and forming 
bonds of love, affection and admiration. 
In the end, however, it was the prospect 
of raising three sons within that religious 
context that proved too much. With my 
youngest a 1-year-old, we visited a few 
places and discovered that Wells fit. 

What a relief it was to come to a place 
where our pastor reminded us every 
week that we were loved, would always 
be granted God’s grace, and who 
encouraged intellectual engagement 
with biblical texts and theological ideas. 

In my 20 years at Wells, I’ve now 
worshiped under the leadership of five 
other pastors or associate pastors and 
alongside many scores of loving, caring 
outsiders and misfits — people who 
acknowledge the complex nature of the 
world and our broken humanity. 

There’s no place like home. 

Why Wells? 

We Belong Here 
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do in order to keep your mind, body, and 
spirit as healthy as possible.  

As we move forward and learn how to 
better use technology to connect us from 
our homes, it’s my hope that we can 
virtually unite as parents and caregivers 
to encourage each other on this new 
journey. 

I’ve seen a meme on Facebook that 
talks about how kids won’t remember 
how we fill the days during this time of 
social distancing, but they will absolutely 
remember the attitudes we exude while 
being at home. It’s no secret that kids 
soak up the energy of adults around 
them. While there will certainly be days 
that are more difficult than others, as 
much as possible, try to share your 
peace, not anxiety, with kids. Listen to 
calming music, do some kid-friendly 
yoga (I love Cosmic Kids Yoga on 
YouTube), have quiet time with coloring 
sheets or sand, or just take time-outs 
from each other and practice peaceful 
play.  

Stay tuned to our Wells Facebook 
page through the month of April for 
special story times and activities meant 
to encourage families during the Lenten 
season. I hope to see you virtually in the 
days and weeks to come! 

 Write Ashley at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org. 

 

Living Into Our New Normal Campbell 

xxxxxxx. 

Rogers 
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 The realities of the dangers of the 
COVID-19 pandemic sadly means we 
will not be able to gather on Easter 
Sunday and for Holy Week services. 

It is difficult to not be able to go to 
church on Easter Sunday, but it is 
necessary to help prevent the spread of 
the Coronavirus. 

 The Wells Easter worship will be 
streamed on Facebook Live at 10:30 
a.m. Easter morning. To access it, visit 
the Wells Church Facebook page. The 
service will be posted on the Wells 
YouTube Channel that can be 
accessed later. If you need assistance, 
please contact the church office. 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 

2

services will be streamed at 7 p.m. 

“In consultation with staff, committee 
chairs and other leaders in the church, 
we feel it best to plan to continue to not 
assemble as we have been asked 
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through April 17,” said Wells Pastor 
Chris Cumbest. “This will be through 
the time that we would normally 
celebrate Holy Week and Easter. Be 
assured that Easter will come! 
Resurrection did happen and I look 
forward to the time when we will be 
able to assemble and celebrate. It 
will certainly be a celebration that 
lives out the message of the risen 
Christ. 

“For now continue to join us on 
the livestream opportunities and live 
out faith with the hope of what is yet 
to come. To borrow a quote from 
Tony Campolo and many others,  
“It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming!” 

 


