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By Heather Hensarling  
Senior Pastor 

Wells is a marvelous church. It is not 
the building, but the people who have 
carved out sacred space on the corner 
of Glendale and Bailey.  

And it is the people who 
will follow God’s direction 
by the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit and make 
certain there is always a 
“church building” AND a 
“church people” in the  

Georgetown Community of Jackson. 
This is one of the greatest gifts Wells 
can give any pastor who comes to live 
and work among you. 

Today I write my final article for the 
WellSpring. Writing today is bittersweet. 
There is so much I would like to say. 
Then I remind myself that I am not 
leaving Wells. I am going to pastor 
another church. In all other matters, y’all 
are “stuck with me.” 

Most churches, from time to time, will 
experience a change of pastor. Wells 
went 48 years without experiencing this 
transition. The goal we have as moving 
pastors is two-fold. We want to “end 
well” at our current church, and we want 
to “start strong” at our new church. 
These are the sentiments that Chris 
Cumbest and I are experiencing — the 
“good-bye” and the “hello.”    

This beloved Wells congregation 
doesn’t really know what it’s like to have 
a change of senior pastor. Most have 

Good-byes 
and hellos 
take work 
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DayStars is a Performing 
Arts Camp With a Purpose 
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By David Hampton 
Pastoral Assistant 

For two weeks every summer, the 
normally quiet Wells Church campus 
comes alive with singing and dancing as 
the DayStars Performing Arts Camp 
children take the stage to showcase 
talents and learn lessons of God’s love. 

DayStars begins July 8 and 
concludes with two performances on 
July 19 and 20 of School House Rock 
Jr. 

DayStars began five 
years ago created by 
then-creative arts director 
James Martin and 
Children’s Ministry 
Director Ashley Rogers. 
James wanted to combine  

the concept of vacation bible school and 
musical theater. 
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“The purpose is to give all 
participants the opportunity to explore 
and showcase their individual talents 
and personalities,” James said. “At the 
same time we give them the opportunity 
to learn about different cultures, ideas, 
and how love plays a part in their lives 
and the lives of their community. We 
think of a theme and a production that 
we can reasonably produce in two 
weeks time that reflects a larger moral 
lesson and then the kids have art, 
music, dance and drama classes, along 
with a reflection where they talk about 
the message of the day. We promote an 
atmosphere of curiosity and creativity 
across socio-economic and cultural 
backgrounds.” 

See Pastoral Change, Page 4 
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James Martin leads a lesson in music and dance during the 2018 DayStars Camp. 
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Ashley said a unique aspect of 
DayStars is its approach to the arts.  

“Everything is done through the lens 
of Christ and what it means to live as a 
child of God in a world that can be so 
challenging,” she said. “For the duration 
of camp, there is a passage of scripture 
that guides all we do, especially how it 
relates to the overall theme of the show. 
This year's scripture is Psalm 32:8, ‘I will 
instruct you and teach you in the way 
you should go; I will counsel you with my 
loving eye on you.’ With this year's show 
being Schoolhouse Rocks Live! Jr., 
we're planning to explore how as faithful 
members of God's family, we're never 
done learning and growing. I think it's so 
important that young people understand 
that nobody knows it all — especially 
when it comes to faith matters. Every 
year, we hope that by combining the 
daily faith lessons with all of the catchy 
music, bright crafts and exciting dance, 
campers will become a little more of who 
they're meant to be.” 

DayStars is open to children entering 
the 2nd-9th grades. 

“It is open to all children regardless of 
creed, color or economic circumstance,” 
James said. “In the Wells tradition, all 
are welcome. We try to raise enough 
money so that any kid who wants to 
attend may do so.” 

Ashley said one of the biggest points 
of pride is that DayStars is accessible to 
students with a diverse range of 
cognitive and physical abilities.  

“We've been able to custom-tailor 
some aspects of camp to ensure that 
any camper who wants to participate is 

DayStars 
(continued from page 1) 

 

4

able to, despite challenges and gifts that 
some would consider outside the realm 
of ‘normal,’" she said. 

DayStars is staffed professionals in 
music, dance and education. It is a full 
day of activities, including meals, snacks 
and fun time. The fee is $300, which 
does not cover costs, but the camp 
receives support from donors. 
Scholarships are provided for many of 
the children to help pay the costs. 

“We've been so proud to be 
completely self-funded since the 
beginning,” Ashley said. “We've been 
beyond blessed in years past to receive 
funding from local groups, businesses, 
and individuals. Ergon and Beemon 
Drugs have been two of our most faithful 
corporate sponsors and we couldn't do 
this without them!” 

Ashley, James and the staff say they 
are always impacted by the ministry.  

“I love being able to see children work 
together to bring the best out of each 
other and create something unique and 
full of wonder,” said James. “I am always 
moved to tears. There is nothing that 
moves me more than the voices of 
children singing together as one voice 
giving love and joy to one another and 
our community.” 

Ashley said that for a short period of 
time DayStars provides a place where 
kids can be themselves, be loved for who 
they are and encouraged to treat all of 
God's creation as the sacred gift it is.  

“There's no greater gift, in my mind,” 
she said. 

Donations may be made to 
DayStars through Wells Church. 
Please designate DayStars Donation 
in the memo line. 
 

June 1  Hope Fleming 

June 3  Jane Ellen Wolf 

June 4 Joseph Araujo, Jabari Johnson, 
Sue Wilkinson 

June 5 Dale Arnold, Walter Ray Lenoir, 
Libba Sheffield, Donnie 
Duerson, Richard Bruce III 

June 6 Rod Brown 

June 7 Carol Farlee, Wilson Jones 

June 8  Snookie Bower, April Conner 
Bray, Olivia Perkins 

June 10 Brenda Ferguson, Pam Spell 

June 11 Joan Ayres, Luke Mason, 
Tawny Minton 

June 14 Mathew Araujo, Julie Donald, 
Katharine Henry, Margaret 
Pyron 

June 15  Jackie McGinnis, Amanda 
Orgeron, Ted Murray, Graham 
Williams 

June 16 Russell Smith 

June 20 Doc Sennett 

June 21 Rachel Morgan, Carolyn 
Thomas 

June 22 Chuck Cuendet, Debbie 
Godding  

June 24 Stacey Thornton  

June 25 Laura Armstrong, Dick Barnes, 
Landon Clark, Barbara Hilton, 
David Pigott  

June 28 Kathy DeKay, Annie Reiher 

June 29 Jan Murray, Christene Norquist 

June 30 Rylee Hays, June Thames 

 
If your birthday is in June and isn’t listed 
here or is listed incorrectly, please let us 
know. 
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2019 Wells Church Giving 
 
Based on the approved 2019 Budget, 
$58,389.50 is needed monthly to support 
the church’s operations and ministries. 

2019 Tithes and Offerings: 

Jan. $40,733.36 July    
Feb. $41,278,87 Aug.    
March $48,930.75 Sept.    
April $33,116.01 Oct.    
May  Nov.    
June  Dec.    
 

Looking for God 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

Rainer Maria Rilke, who died in 1926, was a German Christian, and a poet. My 
acquaintance with his writing was an unexpected gift given to me through the 
equally unexpected medium of an obituary. 

At age 24, Rilke, who had suffered merciless bullying while enrolled at a 
military school, wrote a series of short stories he called, “Stories of God.” A few 
lines of the story, “The Song of Justice” spoke to me. 

In the story, Rilke has stops by the open window of a disabled 
neighbor, who frequently sits there greeting passers-by. Rilke 
stops there regularly to share stories, ending each with 
encouragement to share the story with “the children.” The 
neighbor tells Rilke that the last time the children complained 
because “…God did not appear in the story.” Rilke is befuddled, 
saying he cannot imagine coming up with a story that omitted God,  

even in a lifetime of trying. The neighbor’s response is what called my name. He 
says to Rilke: 

 “My own view is that you can never know whether or not 
God is in the story until you get all the way to the end. For if 
only two words are missing, yes, even if the pause at the 
end of the final words hasn’t occurred, He can always still 
show up…”  

In a very different way, this echoes Jesus words in the closing verse of the 
Gospel of Matthew (28:20): 

“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

I think of my stories — the story of today, the story of a relationship, the story 
of an idea, the story of an injury, the story of a sin, the story of a hope, the story 
of a fits-and-starts faith journey. Where was God? I should have asked that then.  

If I don’t perceive God in the part of the story I live in, that could be because 
God didn’t prance through wearing an attention-getting sandwich board, ringing 
bells or making loud noises. But it could also be because the final words of the 
story remain to be written, or that I’m living in the pause after what seems to my 
narrow perception to be the story’s end. 

Our Community of Faith has stories as well. In many of them God’s presence 
is overwhelmingly obvious, but in others we struggle like the children in Rilke’s 
story. The comfort offered by Rilke’s friend is a comfort for us as well: it is not 
that God is absent from the story; it’s that God’s presence is not in the form, 
timing, or outcome we expected. Maybe our prayers should more regularly be to 
have eyes that not only see, but perceive, and ears that not only hear, but listen. 

As we live through another season of transition, let us be encouraged by 
God’s presence, always, in our stories. By the end of the story, or the pause after 
what we thought was the end, God’s presence will be known. 

Prayer, “Dear Lord, some of our stories are full of joy, others full of uncertainty, 
and still others full of pain. We ask for the faith to trust that in some way, means, 
form, or time, you are there. We need to feel we are not alone.” 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net 

Parker 

The Mississippi Annual Conference 
will be held June 5-8 in Jackson. 

Delegates, made up of an equal 
number of clergy and lay members, will 
gather at the Jackson Convention 
Center Complex for worship, fellowship 
and to conduct conference business. 

Members of the conference hear 
reports of past and ongoing work, 
adopt future goals, programs and 
budgets, ordain clergy members as 
deacons and elders and elect 
delegates to Jurisdictional and General 
Conferences. Bishop James Swanson 
will preside over these sessions. 

Our Wells delegate is John 
Henegan. 

 

Seekers Class to  
Examine Hymns 
 

Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

Annual Conference 
Begins June 5 
 

For the summer months, the 
Seekers Class will be studying the 
great hymns of the church. This will 
include the scriptures on which the 
hymns are based and the lives of the 
writers. The class will study and sing 
and Bob Gates will accompany.  

This series will begin June 9. Bettye 
Quinn is the teacher. 

The first lesson will be on "Amazing 
Grace" by John Newton. "Amazing 
Grace" is the most recorded of all 
songs in both sacred and secular 
fields, research shows. The class will 
be compiling a list of favorite hymns 
from which the lessons will be chosen. 

The class meets at 10 a.m. every 
Sunday in the room at the back of the 
sanctuary. All are welcome. 

 

Rilke 
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never experienced it. There are 
volumes of material on the stages a 
church will go through when a beloved 
pastor leaves and as they receive a 
new pastor. The simple fact of the 
matter is that we never learned how to 
let a senior pastor go and we never had 
much experience in how to welcome a 
new senior pastor. As I shared with 
Chris, he will discover that many of our 
members are still trying to adjust to the 
first change two years ago. I daresay 
we’ll be doing that for years. No one 
came in and taught us the stages 
churches go through after a new pastor 
has been here six months, then one 
year, or even what changes they will 
experience in their pastor’s second and 
third years. No one taught us how to be 
prepared when the shifts and changes 
of a new minister’s tenure finally begin 
to take place. The following is a little 
something I’ve learned along the way 
and some ways to avoid the pitfalls. 

By and large, the first year of a 
pastor’s ministry is the honeymoon 
stage. In my first at Wells we had an 
additional stage…shock and grief. You 
were so incredibly gracious to me and 
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made me feel at home and appreciated 
right from the start. But it was obvious 
you still didn’t have your legs under you 
after Keith’s passing. Wells was still in a 
kind of shock. The church went through 
the motions that kept day-to-day ministry 
happening, but we lived as if nothing had 
changed…we were just minus Keith in 
body, but he never “really left.” But, of 
course, that’s not true. Everything 
changed. The first year Wells could not 
really get a handle on “life after Keith” 
because we still did pretty much 
everything as if he was still here.  

Because Wells folks have not 
experienced a change in pastor before, 
most of us don’t know what happens 
when the honeymoon is over. It often 
starts something like this: Week 1: “He 
never even mentioned during prayer time 
that so and so was in the hospital.” Week 
2: “He never even went to the hospital to 
visit so and so.” Week 3: “He never visits 
anyone.” Week 4: “We need a pastor 
who visits.” Week 5: “We need a new 
pastor.” Week 6: Somebody finally tells 
the pastor that so and so has been sick 
and in the hospital. This may seem like a 
silly scenario, but it is just one of many 
real-life examples of things that have 
happened between churches and 
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pastors after the honeymoon. After the 
honeymoon we move into real 
stuff…we’re finally living together. 

When you live with someone for the 
first time, your spouse, or a roommate, 
you have to learn one another’s quirks, 
eccentricities, bad habits, annoyances 
and more. Young lovers, newly married 
and sharing a home for the first time, are 
often devastated to learn that their life 
together is not perfect, and is often 
annoying. They may find themselves a 
year into marriage asking, “What have I 
done? Have I made a mistake?” They 
hold in all their angry, irritated, frustrated 
feelings. Of course, one day the 
pressure valve releases and everything 
comes rushing out. It may be a heated 
argument over someone forgetting to 
take the trash out. But, at the end of the 
day, they both know it was never really 
about the trash. They were just learning 
about one another’s warts and 
imperfections and figuring out what is 
worth fighting about and what is not. 
They’re learning about saying “I’m sorry” 
and asking “Will you forgive me?” 
They’re learning how to forgive their 
partner and to take ownership of the part 
they played in the conflict. That young 
couple finds out they’re only human and 

Wells Pastors Throughout the Years 
Wells, formerly Glendale 
Church, has had 11 pastors 
since the church founding in 
1926. All are pictured here 
except the Rev. A.B. Barry, 
who served from 1930-32. 
The Rev. Chris Cumbest 
will become Wells’ 12th 
pastor on June 30. 

Pastoral Change 
(continued from page 1) 

Rev. Charles E. 
Downer 1926-1930 

Rev. J.A. Wells 1932-
1946  

Rev. Robert E. Case 
1947-55 

Rev. Linus.P. Anders 
1955-57 

Rev. Hollis T. “Hot” 
Landrum 1957-61 

Rev. Heather 
Hensarling 2017-2019 Rev. Bill Waugh 

served from 1961-
1965 

Rev. R.E. Wesson 
served for two months 
in 1965 

Rev. Keith Tonkel 
1969-2017 

Rev. Russell J. Gilbert 
1966-69 

Rev. Chris Cumbest 

See Pastoral Change, Page 5 
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if they just hang in there and 
communicate, they will make it through 
and get to that stage where they realize, 
“my husband/wife truly knows me for 
who I am…and they love me anyway.” 

In churches that have never 
experienced that stage of really learning 
about who their pastor is and isn’t (and 
vice versa I should say), it may 
sometimes feel like an awful mistake. 
But, just as in a marriage, you keep 
working at it. You talk. Communicate. 
Not always, but very often, we get to a 
place of genuine, transparent 
communication. We become vulnerable 
with one another. We try harder. We 
keep our eyes upon Jesus. And one day 
we suddenly discover that we 
understand one another. We’ve gotten 
through the tough “really getting to know 
you stage” and we’re ready to do life and 
ministry together. 

All of this is natural and happens, to 
one degree or another, in every church 
with every pastor. As you prepare to 
receive Rev. Chris Cumbest as your new 
pastor, I’d like to share four things that I 
believe can be helpful. Portions are 
adapted from “50 Ways to Welcome your 
New Pastor” from The Lewis Center for 
Church Leadership. 
• Open your hearts and decide that you 

are going to love your new pastor. 
• Begin praying daily for the new pastor 

and family. 
• Know that welcoming your new pastor 

in genuine and effective ways lays the 
ground work for a healthy and vital 
relationship and stable, long-term 
ministries together. Start now by 
sending cards and notes of 
encouragement before Chris arrives: 
4201 Hwy 13 S., Morton, MS 39177; 
cumbestc@bellsouth.net. 

• Finally, help the pastor get to know 
and recognize who is in worship 
service each Sunday. Because Wells 
does not record attendance on 
Sunday, it tends to be totally “on the 
pastor” to recognize who is missing. 
Never assume your pastor is so 
familiar with each person that he 
knows when one is missing. Help him. 
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He’ll appreciate it and it will help 
make certain we all are taking good 
care of Wells. 
Well, I guess that’s about it for me. I 

give thanks to our Staff Parish Relations 
Committee for helping me find time for 
renewal leave in June. And I give thanks 
to each of you for the many ways you 
have welcomed me, laughed with me, 
laughed at me, wept with me and 
allowed me to weep with you. I give 
thanks that you are a church who gives 
second chances and knows how to 

7

forgive a pastor when she makes a 
mistake. I give thanks that you are a 
congregation of “ragamuffins,” as 
Brennan Manning says, and that you 
made space for a ragamuffin like me. 
God has great things in store for Wells. 
As I say, I’m not leaving Wells, I’m taking 
another church. Y’all are stuck with me. 
See you at WellsFest. Until then, may we 
each know and share,  

Deep Peace 
Write Heather at 

heatherhensarling@wellschurch.org 

Pastoral Change 
(continued from page 4) 
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2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School 

12:15 p.m. Administrative 
Council  

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
No Children’s  or 
Youth Activities 
During Summer 
Break 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  
 
 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
7 p.m.  
Wells Book Club  
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
No Children’s  or 
Youth Activities 
During Summer 
Break 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Youth Depart for 
Lake Junaluska 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
7:15 a.m. Men’s 
Fellowship Breakfast 

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

12:15 p.m. WellsFest 
Committee 

 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 a.m.  
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
No Children’s  or 
Youth Activities  
Youth return from 
Lake Junaluska 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

___________________ 

                       30 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

Chris Cumbest Preaching 

10 a.m. Sunday School 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 

 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
No Children’s  or 
Youth Activities 
During Summer 
Break 
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By Ashley Rogers  
Director, Children’s Ministry 

Hey batter, batter!  
Join us on Saturday, July 6, at 

Trustmark Park for a Wells Church night 
with the Mississippi Braves!  

This is an evening out 
for everyone — not just 
families with kids, so mark 
your calendars now and 
make plans to meet us at 
the park! Not only will we 
have a great time  

fellowshipping with each other, but this 
will also be a great opportunity to get to 
know our incoming pastor, Rev. Chris 
Cumbest and his wife, Rev. Shelia 
Cumbest.  

The M-Braves will be playing the 
Biloxi Shuckers at 6:05 p.m. the evening 
of July 6, although gates open 
beforehand for fun, including a 
children’s area along the first base line 
with inflatables.  

The first 1,000 fans to enter the park 
will receive a free t-shirt 
commemorating the Mississippi Braves 
15th Anniversary.  

There’s a huge fireworks 
extravaganza following the game, and 
the night’s theme is Harry Potter, so feel 
free to wear your best muggle or 

By Pam Hynes 

I accepted the invitation from a real 
good friend 26 years ago to come to a 
Wells Sunday School class with her. It 
was a new one that had begun, a 12 
Step class. I knew all about this subject, 
at least I thought I did!  

I met some of the most 
interesting, genuine 
people. Then we went to 
the church service, and 
after listening to Keith 
preach of loving, caring 
and accepting you just 

as you are, I knew instantly, I had found 
for the first time in my life, a church 
home.  

That is what Wells does for and to so 
many! 

Fast forward a few years later, and 
Disciple Bible Study was being offered 
for the first time and I signed right up for 
it. I am one of those who has great 
intentions of reading the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation, but I could never 
get past Genesis. So, I thought, here's 
my chance to read and study the Bible 
over the next nine months. It was one of 
the best things in which I have ever 
participated.  

Little did I know at the time, I would 
complete the entire series of that study 
and another one. My husband, Jerry, 
and I even led a Disciple study that was 
truly amazing, never thinking this would 
happen for me. 

Wells Church offers something for 
everyone, many invitations, things you 
may think are for you or that you may be 
interested in, or something that you 
could never imagine doing.  

God, working through the people at 
Wells, helps one and for sure me, in 
such a loving and caring way, which in 
turn made me want to share this love 
with others.  

So, for me, that invitation many years 
ago was the best one I have ever been 
given! 

   

Why Wells?  

The Invitation  
Was Best Ever 
 xxx  

2

wizarding gear.  
Tickets are $12 per person and can 

be paid directly to the church. Just be 
sure your check and/or envelope says 
“Braves game” with the number of 
tickets you want. Ticket orders should be 
placed by Wednesday, June 26, and will 
be available for pickup at the church on 
Sunday, June 30. If you can’t get to the 
church to pick up your tickets, I’ll bring 
them to the game and meet you outside 
the gate! 

I hope you’ll make every effort to join 
us! If finances are tight, let me or the 
church office know, and we’ll do what we 
can to make sure your family isn’t left 
out!  

If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to call or email me. I’m 
excited for this night out with the Wells 
family! 

 
Write Ashley at 

ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame 

Rogers 

Hynes — Photo by David Blount 
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By Nancy Moore  
Choir Director 

I joined the American Choral Directors’ 
Association as a young choral director 
and soon learned that it was much more 
than a dues-collecting organization. 

Over the years, I’ve had 
the honor of serving as an 
officer on both the state and 
national levels. ACDA is a 
powerful organization 
whose overarching purpose  
is to foster and promote 

choral singing, which will provide artistic, 
cultural and spiritual experiences for the 
participants.  

The mission of ACDA is to inspire 
excellence in choral music through 
education, performance, composition and 
advocacy.  

ACDA is a strong research 
organization. A recent study reported that 
there were 42.6 million adults singing in 

3

• You gain another family. 
• Singing in choir gives me an 

opportunity to express my love 
for the Lord. 

• Singing in the choir allows me to 
participate in the overall ministry 
of leading in worship, which is a 
joy and a privilege.  

• I learn a lot about music and how 
to improve my singing. 

Sounds like a pretty powerful ministry 
to me! 

Won’t you come join us in the choir? 
All you need to do is meet with me and 
we’ll determine which voice part you 
should sing.  

Summer is a great time to try on this 
ministry for yourself! No long-term 
commitment!  

I’m organizing a multi-generational 
choir for later in the summer.  Won’t you 
come and be a part of that? 

Write Nancy at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org 
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270,000 choruses across the United 
States. Researchers have become 
increasingly interested in investigating 
what happens to individuals when they 
regularly participate in a choir. 

Following is a short list of the 
common benefits: 

• Increased feelings of pleasure, 
alertness, happiness, 
contentment and energy.  

• Decreased feelings of anxiety, 
stress, depression and 
loneliness. Mental benefits 
include strengthened synapses 
between brain cells, resulting in 
a stronger memory.  

Other reasons our folks sing in the 
Wells’ Choir: 

WELLS CHURCH 
 

A UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATION 

2019 Bailey Avenue, Jackson, MS 39213  
www.wellschurch.org | 601-353-0658  
www.facebook.com/wells.church.14 

Loving • Caring • Sharing 

Sing, Sing A Song; It’s Healthy 
   

Moore 


