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By Chris Cumbest 
Senior Pastor 

Grace and peace in our Lord Jesus 
Christ!! 

What a blessing and 
privilege it is for me to be 
appointed as your pastor 
here at Wells! I am 
honored to follow in the 
footsteps of the pastors 
who have gone before. 

I am especially grateful for the legacy 
that our friend, Keith Tonkel, has left 
here and for the diligent and loving work 
that my sister in Christ, Heather, has 
done in helping heal and seek a new 
day for what God has in store for us. I 
am fully aware of (and maybe a bit 
overwhelmed by) the importance of this 
moment and the journey ahead of us as 
we seek to live into God’s vision for 
Wells now. I look forward to the journey 
with you! 

My first awareness of Wells Church 
came in the mid to late 1970s when this 
“different “ preacher came to lead our 
annual revival at Caswell Springs UMC, 
my home church.  I remember in my 
teen years hearing Keith Tonkel share 
his story. It was a story of how a church 
had loved him through his journey with 
cancer, but also a story of a church in 
which love was the center and essence 
of its existence as members welcomed 
all people. I came to know Wells as a 
church that loved Keith and that Keith 

Our Journey 
Centered in 
Love of Christ 
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The Cumbest Plan? Pray, 
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By David Hampton 
Pastoral Assistant 

The Rev. Chris Cumbest says that 
twice in his ministry he told his district 
superintendent and bishop that he didn’t 
know where God was leading him and 
he was leaving it up to them. 

“Both times I have ended up in inner-
city Jackson, so I am anxious to see 
what God has in store,” Chris said. 

Chris’ new church home in inner city 
Jackson, Mississippi, is Wells, of 
course, and he knows there certainly is 
much in store. It is an assignment that is 
particularly suited to his years of 

2

ministry and experiences based in 
service to the poor and marginalized 
and in his support of diversity and 
human rights. 

“I am both humbled and honored at 
the same time to be coming here and to 
be considered here,” he said. “I have 
known Keith all of my ministry and I 
have respected him and looked to him 
somewhat as a mentor. The legacy he 
has left is mainly his heart for people 
and the love he had for people, and I 
am humbled that I would be considered 
in the same light and honored to be able 
to come.” 

See Journey, Page 2 

A Publication of Wells Church  
       

xxx. 
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WELL    PRING 
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A United Methodist Congregation
                       

See Cumbest, Page 4 

The Rev. Chris Cumbest is Wells’ 12th pastor in its 93-year history on Bailey Avenue in Jackson. 
— Photo by Jamie Ward 
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loved. In 1984 I began my first 
appointment to a United Methodist 
church. Along the journey were many 
occasions to learn about this unique 
congregation located on Bailey Avenue. 

I grew to know it as a church that has 
chosen to live in the tough places of our 
world and to center itself on offering the 
grace and love of God to many that 
others deem unworthy to be in 
relationship with God or God’s people. It 
is true that you are a church that loved 
Keith and a church Keith loved, but I can 
attest to the fact that it goes much 
deeper than a simple love for each 
other. It is a love deeply rooted in the 
love of Christ, an agape  (unconditional) 
love that pushes you to be something 
more in Christ. It’s a love that compels 
you to welcome the stranger. It is a love 
that constantly reminds us that we are 
on a journey together to become 
something new and different in Christ 
Jesus. It’s a love that takes hard work 
and laying personal preference aside, 
knowing that it is the right, good and 
joyful thing to do.  It is one unique and 
different branch in Christ (“quirky” is the 
term used most by you), but certainly 
one that bears good fruit. You are a 
people who acknowledge that you don’t 
have it all together, but are willing to 
journey toward something greater. 

So where do we go from here? What 
are we to do now? These are some of 
the most frequently asked questions that 
I have heard. My response has been, 
God needs you to be Wells now as 
much, or more, than you have been in 

Journey 
(continued from page 1) 
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the past. In this world that is extremely 
polarized (politically, socially, materially 
and even within the church), I believe 
that God is calling us to continue to be 
centered in and driven by the love that I 
have just described! Can we continue to 
offer a model of a people on a journey 
together, who can sit around the same 
table or in the same pews, and embrace 
what we have in common more than we 
look to our differences? 

In John 13:34-35 Jesus offers his 
disciples a new way of doing things when 
he says: “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another.  By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  

May others know Wells, not because 
of what we do, but by how we love each 
other and welcome others on the journey 
of love with us! I celebrate who Wells has 
been, is and will continue to be in God’s 
love! I am humbled to be coming as your 
pastor to join you on this important 
journey! Let’s give God a chance to 
continue to use us in this unique and 
important work. 

My son, Jesse, asked me what I was 
most excited about in moving to Wells. I 
told him that I was grateful to be going to 
a place that I could invite all of my friends 
to without being censored, and that it 
seems like a place that doesn’t take itself 
so seriously that we can’t have fun! 

I can’t wait!  
Write Chris at 

chriscumbest@wellschurch.org. 

July 1  Alix Williams 

July 2  Rhonda Douglas 

July 3 Ricky Davis 

July 4 Tommy L. Smith 

July 5 Jesse Godding, Debi Lewis, 
Shelley Tonkel Herndon 

July 7 Mary Lundgren 

July 8 Doris Smith, Finley Stricklin 

July 10 Carl Curtis Jr. 

July 12  Maurice Hinton 

July 13 Anne Newton 

July 15 Bruce Reynolds 

July 16 Judi Adams, Debbie Konkle-
Parker, Tom Smith,, Mary 
Stubblefield 

July 17 Janet Moore 

July 19 Haley Jones, Bettye Quinn 

July 20 Stephanie Hodges, Cameron 
Williams 

July 21 John Garner, Margrit Garner, 
Mark Weilenman 

July 23 Joey Armstrong, Loy Moncrief,  
Kaleb Johnson 

July 24  Steve Norquist  

July 25 Jason Bobbs  

July 26 Andrew Pates, Passion Sims  

July 29 Tinker Colwell 

July 30 Kathryn Dollarhide 

July 31 Tom Martin, David Moncrief 

 
If your birthday is in June and isn’t listed 
here or is listed incorrectly, please let us 
know. 
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2019 Wells Church Giving 
 
Based on the approved 2019 Budget, 
$58,389.50 is needed monthly to support 
the church’s operations and ministries. 

2019 Tithes and Offerings: 

Jan. $40,733.36 July    
Feb. $41,278,87 Aug.    
March $48,930.75 Sept.    
April $33,116.01 Oct.    
May $47,877.25 Nov.    
June  Dec.    
 

One Hungry Man 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

I’ve attended church with some regularity most of my life, although in sort of a 
scattershot fashion. I grew up in a Methodist church, but in college I attended a 
variety of churches in succession: an Assembly of God, a Methodist church 
(where I first met Deb!), and a Congregational church. During that time, though, 
my spiritual home was not a church, but rather the campus Christian Fellowship.  

During a year living in Lower Manhattan, I attended a 
Protestant Chinese church. I didn’t understand anything that was 
spoken or sung, but I understood the Spirit that prompted the 
singing and speaking. I later lived in an intentional Christian 
Community for a few years and we – Protestants and Catholics 
mostly — primarily worshipped at home together. After moving 
from Boston to Maine, Deb and I briefly sojourned to an aging  

Methodist church before attending a Catholic Church on a regular basis. The 
Priest accepted us and against the rules let us partake in the Eucharist.  

My appetite for church waned significantly while I was in graduate school. Deb 
was attending a Congregational church, which is the denomination of her youth 
and I only joined her sporadically. Unfortunately, the church was in self-destruct 
mode, which culminated in someone tapping the pastor’s phone in hopes of 
uncovering a reason to get rid of him. 

I’m taking a long while getting to my point, but all that wandering might give a 
sense that spiritually speaking, I was one hungry man. In the final phase of my 
graduate training, we moved to Tampa, Florida, and were blessed to find the 
small United Church of Christ, Temple Terrace. We were accepted warmly. 
Today the banner on their website (ucctampa.org) proclaims, “We are a people 
of extravagant welcome.” We arrived hungry and we were fed. For the first time 
in a very long time, I started to feel like I had a spiritual home. However, after 
only a year, life brought us from there to Jackson. 

When I arrived I was a stray of sorts: not lost, but hungry and in need of a 
spiritual home. Three of my new colleagues at the VA independently 
recommended that we check out Wells. The Sunday of our first visit, Keith 
Tonkel was on vacation and the choir led the entire service. That was the first of 
many Sundays I sat and wept. I know many can relate to that experience. I 
wasn’t weeping about anything in particular — certainly nothing I could identify or 
communicate. Maybe it was this: I was here for the very first time and I was 
HOME! 

My spiritual resources, such as they are, become depleted through my daily 
life in the world. Sometimes I drag myself into church parched and in need of re-
centering and encouragement. My experience is that there is always something 
that seems addressed to me: the words of the lay minister, the choir’s offering, 
the creed, the scripture, the sermon, or (especially) Communion. If on a given 
Sunday, I start explaining to myself why it would be good to stay home, I 
recognize this as temptation. It is not one person or one element of worship that 
satisfies this hungry man; it is a function of community — a Community of Faith 
that takes Loving, Caring and Sharing seriously. For that I am thankful to each of 
you and to the Spirit that works in and through you. 

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net. 

Parker 

Krystal Jackson, our creative arts 
coordinator, will present a recital at 3 
p.m., Sunday, July 14. 

The music will include 
a variety of musical 
genres. Admission is 
free, but donations are 
welcome to help support 
her graduate studies 
beginning this fall at  

California Institute of the Arts. 

Krystal is a 2018 graduate of 
Millsaps College with a double major in 
Music and Studio Arts. She is a 
graduate of Murrah High School. 

In recent years, Krystal has worked 

Wells Taking It Out 
To the Ballgame 
 

Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

Krystal Jackson to  
Present Recital 
 

Join us on Saturday, July 6, at 
Trustmark Park for a Wells Church 
night with the Mississippi Braves!  

This is an evening 
out for everyone.  

The M-Braves will be 
playing the Biloxi 
Shuckers at 6:05 p.m., 
although gates open 

beforehand for fun, including a 
children’s area along the first base line 
with inflatables.  

The first 1,000 fans to enter the park 
will receive a free t-shirt 
commemorating the Mississippi Braves 
15th Anniversary. There will be a 
fireworks extravaganza following the 
game. 

Tickets are $12. Contact Ashley 
Rogers for more details. 

 

Jackson 
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church, he worked with others to create 
the “Gravy and Grace” ministry, serving 
the poor, homeless and working with 
neighborhood youths, including gang 
members. 

“We fed biscuits and gravy and then 
we offered them an awful lot of grace,” 
Chris said. “Once we realized that we 
couldn’t fix everything and that God 
hadn’t called us to fix everything with 
everyone that came to the door, but that 
God had called us to love everybody 
and offer grace, it was a freeing day for 
us...We’re just going to love you for who 
you are and what you are, and we’ll then 
let God do all that other work.” 

His work with Hurricane Katrina relief 
also was a major influence where he 
could “watch the church be the church in 
ways that I have never seen before.”  

Chris says he sees Wells refocusing 
on the service and inclusion it is known 
for throughout the state. 

“My perception is Wells is a place 
where everyone is welcome, where the 
major overriding theme is the love of 
Christ in all things,” he said. “Where 
people are on a journey together and 

Cumbest 
(continued from page 1) 
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Chris comes to Wells from his most 
recent assignments at Shiloh UMC and 
Little Zion UMC near Pelahatchie. He 
has served at Crossgates UMC in 
Brandon, St. Paul UMC in Ocean 
Springs, Alta Woods UMC, First UMC in 
Lucedale, Flora/Bentonia UMC and 
First UMC in Clinton. In 2006, he served 
in a major state role as Coordinator of 
Church Recovery for the Mississippi 
UMC after Hurricane Katrina. He is a 
graduate of the University of Southern 
Mississippi and Duke University Divinity 
School. 

There are three ministers in the 
Cumbest family. His wife, Sheila, 
recently served as an associate pastor 
at Christ UMC, and is beginning a new 
assignment as senior pastor of Morton 
First UMC. His daughter, Elizabeth, 
serves as associate pastor of Peachtree 
UMC in Buckhead, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Chris’ background and ministry 
experiences have uniquely shaped him 
to lead Wells. His father was involved in 
working in his church and with the 
minister during turbulent times of 
burned crosses and death threats. His 
older sister also shaped his life view 
exposing him to the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

“Racial reconciliation and doing the 
right thing treating people has been part 
of my whole life,” he said.  

He was particularly impacted by the 
Methodist ministers who signed the  
1963 “Born of Conviction” statement on 
racial reconciliation, one of whom was 
Keith Tonkel. Keith also preached 
revivals at his home church, Caswell 
Springs UMC in Moss Point, and the 
Salem Campground. 

“I got to meet Keith and know Keith 
and hear Keith’s story early in my life,” 
he said. “When i got back from 
seminary, I got reconnected with what 
Keith and Wells were doing.” 

His work at Alta Woods also was a 
major influence. At the South Jackson 
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they may not have it all together, but 
they will stay on the journey. It is a 
place where people can have diverse 
opinions and perspectives and sit 
around the same table and have a 
common calling. I think it is a place that 
cares more for community and the 
people around it than it does about 
itself.” 

Chris said the best advice he got 
came from Dr. Peter Story, head of the 
Methodist Church in South Africa, when 
he was trying to determine what to do to 
address difficult problems in serving in 
the inner city in South Jackson. 

“He said, ‘Chris, you pray, then you 
pray and then you pray some more and 
then you do the next right thing, and 
you know what the next right thing is 
because you have been praying,’” Chris 
said. “I try to live by that. So, I think 
what Wells can do for this season, for 
this moment, is for us to commit 
ourselves to a time of seeking God in 
prayer for what God is doing and what 
God wants to do through us and listen 
to what the next right thing is and be 
willing to do it.” 

 

The Cumbest family includes (from left) son-in-law Phillip Byrd, a teacher and coach at Decatur High School in 
Decatur, Ga., the Rev. Elizabeth Cumbest Byrd, associate pastor at Peachtree UMC in Atlanta, Chris, Jesse 
Cumbest, a recent USM graduate and team leader at Kaldi’s Coffee in Atlanta, and the Rev. Sheila Cumbest, senior 
pastor at Morton First UMC. 
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Conference Hears Petitions, Elects Delegates 
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By John Henegan 
Wells Annual Conference Delegate 
The Mississippi Methodist 

Conference took place from June 5-8 at 
the Jackson Convention Center. The 
conference elected five clergy and five 
laity delegates to the 2020 General 
Conference, and five clergy and laity 
Mississippi delegates to the 2020 
Jurisdictional Conference. 

As you may recall, the 
UMC held a Special 
Conference in St. Louis in 
February of this year, and 
the delegates adopted the 
Traditional Plan that 
affirmed the provisions 

of the Book of Discipline addressing the 
issue of human sexuality and precluding 
the ordination of gay clergy. The 
Traditional Plan A petition entitled “A 
Conscientious Dissent from the 
Traditional Plan,” signed by 
approximately 144 clergy and laity, 
including our pastor and several 
members of Wells (including me), was 
submitted to the State Conference 
Petitions and Resolutions Committee for 
its consideration. Following a very brief 
discussion, the petition was not 
adopted. (A copy of the petition is 
available on the Mississippi UMC 
website and is available in the Wells 
church office for your review.) 

A State Conference committee 
recommended that seven churches in 
the Mississippi Methodist Conference 
that wanted to disaffiliate from the 
conference be permitted to disaffiliate 
subject to the condition that each one of 
the seven churches fulfill its financial 
obligations to the UMC. The 
recommendation required a simple 
majority vote of the conference, which 
overwhelmingly voted in favor of the 
recommendation. During the discussion 
on the motion to disaffiliate, the chair 
for the conference committee told the 
delegates that the principal reason for 
disaffiliation by the seven churches was 
that the Traditional Plan adopted in 
February did not go far enough in taking 
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actions against clergy who were 
subject to discipline under the current 
provisions of the Book of Discipline 
related to human sexuality. 

Following the vote disapproving the 
Conscientious Dissent Resolution, 
Wells’ minister, the Rev. Heather 
Hensarling, spoke to the composition of 
the State Conference’s 2020 clergy 
delegation elected the prior day. 
Heather said the delegation was not 
diverse or representative of the 
conference and called on some of 
those elected to withdraw. 

 “On June 6, 2019, clergy of the 
Mississippi annual conference had an 
opportunity — an opportunity to elect a 
representative delegation that would 
have done more for conference unity 
than most anything I can think of,” she 
said. “Instead we chose differently.... 
Instead we have a delegation that is 
not diverse by gender; it is not diverse 
by age; it is not diverse by theology... 

 “I will pray for our delegation as I 
always do. But my deepest prayer is 
that over the next several months, each 
of you will search your heart... and 
then, at least one of you, will stand up 
and say, ‘No. No, I cannot live with 
that.’ And will, in faithfulness and with 
humility, withdraw from the delegation.” 

Her statement was received without 
comment. 
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Mississippi Conference Treasurer 
David Stotts reported that the 
conference is in an overall sound 
financial position.  

This year the member churches 
raised $1 million dollars to help endow 
the African University in Zimbabwe, 
which was founded less than 20 years 
ago. The Wesley Foundation has active 
chapters on 20 universities and 
community colleges in the state. In 
October, the Wesley Foundation is 
going to sponsor a racial reconciliation 
conference in Biloxi commemorating 
the 60th anniversary of the civil rights 
wade-in demonstrations in 1959 to 
integrate the public beaches on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast.  

Thanks for allowing me to serve as 
the lay delegate from Wells. Ashley 
Hewitt Rogers served as an equalizing 
delegate from the West Jackson 
District. In addition to Heather, our 
incoming minister, Chris Cumbest, 
James Mason and Greg Campbell also 
attended most, if not all, of the 
conference. You should feel free to ask 
them — and of course me — if you 
have any questions about the Annual 
Conference. 

(For more information on the 
Mississippi Annual Conference, 
including all pastoral appointments, 
please visit mississippi-umc.org.) 

The Mississippi Methodist Annual Conference gathers to elect delegates to the General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences, adopt a budget, hear petitions and worship. 

— Photo by Greg Campbell 

Henegan 
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6 p.m. Wells Night 
Out at the Braves 
Trustmark Park  
 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School 

12:15 p.m. Administrative 
Council  

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
DayStars 
Performing Arts 
Camp  
 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
DayStars 
Performing Arts 
Camp  
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
DayStars 
Performing Arts 
Camp  

8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
DayStars 
Performing Arts 
Camp  
 

8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
DayStars 
Performing Arts 
Camp  
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8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

 
3 p.m. Krystal Jackson 
Recital 

 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
5:30 p.m. Finance 
Committee 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
DayStars 
Performing Arts 
Camp  
 

 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
7 p.m.  
Wells Book Club  
 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
DayStars 
Performing Arts 
Camp  
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
DayStars 
Performing Arts 
Camp  
 

8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
DayStars 
Performing Arts 
Camp  
 

6 p.m. DayStars 
Performance of 
“Schoolhouse Rock, 
Jr.” 
 

 

 

11 a.m. DayStars 
Performance of 
“Schoolhouse 
Rock, Jr.” 
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7:15 a.m. Men’s 
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10 a.m. Sunday School  

12:15 p.m. WellsFest 
Committee 

 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
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Choir Rehearsal 
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Meeting 
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By Ashley Rogers  
Director, Children’s Ministry 

As I’ve been listening to the music 
from Schoolhouse Rocks Live, Jr. in 
preparation for this year’s DayStars 
Camp, I can’t help but think about how 
often music has been used as a vehicle 
for teaching. What is it about music that 
makes learning come alive?  

Whatever “it” is, I’m 
excited to hopefully 
capture it in the upcoming 
weeks as we welcome 
students and counselors 
to Wells for camp! We 
hope that these classic 

 songs so many of us grew up with 
provide a fun backdrop for this year’s 
camp theme: we are all works in 
progress, and God is never done 
teaching us who we’re meant to be. We 
must be open to learning new things 
about ourselves, and the world around 
us, in order to fully live into God’s 
purpose for our lives! 

In addition to learning all of the music, 
dialogue and choreography, our 30-plus  
students will be engaged in daily 
lessons taken from across the Bible, as 
well as overarching themes of God 
using us all to teach, and in turn, learn. 

By Elaine Talbott 

I often sign off emails with a Henri 
Nouwen quote, “Essential to mature 
faith is a constant willingness to shift 
gears, to integrate new insights and 
revise our positions.”  

I was raised in an 
environment and church 
where that just wasn’t an 
option. It’s no small wonder 
I left as soon as I got the 
chance. The day after I 
turned 21, I launched 

into a job traveling 48 states and 
Canada. I got street smart and a little 
cynical in a hurry. I also picked up a 
habit of working and partying with equal 
gusto. In 1979, I landed in Jackson. To 
be on an upwardly mobile career path 
as a woman in the Deep South required 
audacity and a lot of frequent flyer miles. 
That lifestyle lends itself to a lot of heavy 
drinking if you are wired that way. The 
time away is tough on relationships. It 
can leave you exhausted, disconnected 
and empty as well. 

In 1998, I was embroiled in a divorce, 
not my first, when I decided I needed to 
try going back to “church.” A friend took 
me to Wells. I don’t know if it was the 
music, the interaction of WellsFolk or 
just what, but I deeply wanted to belong 
in this place. I have come to believe 
what was lacking in my life, the hole I 
was trying to fill, started with lack of 
community. Even so, it took me eight 
more years to get sober. It was in 
sobriety that I was able to connect with 
the indwelling spirit in myself and others.  

I’ve been coming around for 21 years. 
Wells brought me to a place of spiritual 
growth that allows questioning and the 
hunger for more. I hope to always be a 
work in progress. God has a way of 
putting you where you need to be when 
you’re ready. Thanks be to God for a 
place called Wells.  

 

Why Wells?  

It’s Community, 
Place of Growth 
xxx 
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Our counselors will lead their groups in 
daily reflections that encourage students 
to think back on their day and set goals 
for the days to come, calling on 
developing metacognition skills to 
assess themselves.  

We are extremely blessed to have lots 
of return campers who are excited to 
begin this process and have asked to be 
sent early copies of music so they can 
begin learning. We also have new 
children joining us. The anticipation of 
watching them discover the gifts and 
talents that they each possess is truly 
magical.  Please be in prayer for all of 
our teaching staff, group leaders, 
support staff and campers. May we all 
possess patience, confidence, boldness, 
kindness and cheer as we embark on 
these two weeks together.  

Most important, don’t forget to be at 
one or both of our performances: 6 p.m. 
on Friday, July 19, and 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, July 20. These performers 
love nothing more than a packed 
audience, so please be sure to help us 
spread the word! There is no admission 
and the show is just about an hour in 
length. See you there! 

Write Ashley at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org. 

 

DayStars Rock On, Learn On 

Rogers 

Talbott 
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By Nancy Moore  
Choir Director 

One of my husband John’s favorite rites 
in ministry has been administering the 
Sacrament of Infant Baptism. Over the 
years, I have witnessed the sacrament, 
complete with his walk of faith into the 
midst of the congregation. 

John had first witnessed 
the practice of the walk of 
faith at a small church 
outside Cap-Haitien, Haiti.  
He was there with a mission 
team working on the 
construction of a British 

Methodist school. 

During the week, Leslie Griffith, a 
British missionary, asked if any of the 
ordained elders on the team wanted to 
baptize an infant. On that Sunday, John 
baptized little Joses Estamable. 
Afterward, Pastor Griffith walked with 
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this child with a community of love and 
forgiveness, that she/he may grow in 
her/his service to others. We will pray 
for her/him, that she/he may be a true 
disciple who walks in the way that leads 
to life.” 

In August, I plan to invite our children 
and youth to join the choir in leading our 
hymns and in singing the anthem. Our 
music is one of the best means of 
teaching the Christian faith and our 
United Methodist theology. This 
intergenerational experiment is a way 
for our children to know the choral 
environment as a “community of love.”  

More information will be coming. Get 
ready parents and grandparents. Don’t 
just send your children and youth. 
Come with them and be a part of this 
intergenerational effort to live the love of 
Christ with each other! 

Write Nancy at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org. 
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Joses into the congregation offering a 
charge for the folks to vow to do their 
part in helping raise Joses in the 
Christian faith.  

For 30 years, I’ve watched John 
make the walk of faith with each infant 
he’s baptized. Along the way, he’d 
pause at pew after pew introducing the 
newly baptized infant. “Jim, meet your 
little brother.” “Pam, meet your little 
sister.” After voicing the responsibility 
that we in the congregation were 
accepting, he would turn to the ritual.   

“Members of this community of faith, 
will you continue to nurture one 
another in the Christian faith and life 
and include this infant child now before 
you in your care?” 

And the congregation responded, 
“With God’s help, we will proclaim the 
good news and live according to the 
example of Christ. We will surround 
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