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Let’s Resolve
To Take One
New Step
By Heather Hensarling
Senior Pastor

I love the “dry bones” passage from
Ezekiel 37. The prophet stands before a
vast valley of dry, human bones. God
asks: “Mortal, can these
bones live?” Ezekiel
answers, “O Lord God, you
know.” And, those dry
bones did live. So deep was
Ezekiel’s faith that when the
Hensarling
Lord commanded him to
prophesy to a field of dried-up bones,
that’s exactly what he did. It was God’s
restorative power, but it was the
willingness to prophesy by Ezekiel that
was the conduit between God and those
bones coming back to life.

— Photos by Scott Crawford

Working Together Jackson

Let’s Build Together

That word “bones” can be a powerful
metaphor. Many of the houses on the
Gulf Coast were destroyed during
Katrina. Of those that survived, I often
heard said, “That house has good
bones.” The same can be said about
churches. There are churches that
seem to weather any kind of storm.
They may wax and wane in attendance
or service, but churches that have “good
bones” always seem to make it…not
merely surviving, but thriving. I believe
Wells is one such church. There have
been a variety of adjustments over the
past 92 years, but because we have
always been grounded in the abundant
grace of Jesus Christ and driven by our
commitment to love, care and share, we

institutions to form a broad-based
organization, we can connect our power
Seen from the eyes of its residents
to the power of others, resulting in a
and visitors, the city of Jackson wants
multiplier effect. This is the thinking
for many things. From the very basic
behind Working Together Jackson,
infrastructure of streets and water pipes
which, as of this writing, has 35 member
to the complex business of educating all
institutions.
children, the city needs to be reHere at Wells, we know many of
imagined and re-built.
these partners already: Beth Israel
As a longstanding Jackson institution,
Congregation, Millsaps College,
Wells Church has a keen interest in this
Broadmeadow UMC, and the Jackson
work. However, as a single institution or,
Medical Mall Foundation, are among
indeed, as a collection of individual
them. The entire list of members, which
citizens — some of whom live in
also includes many Protestant and
Jackson, some of whom do not — we
Catholic churches, a mosque, nonprofits
can only have a limited impact on public
and unaffiliated congregations, can be
discourse and public action.
found on the Working Together Jackson
By joining together with other
website at

See One Step, Page 2

See Working Together Jackson, Page 4

By Sarah Campbell
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One Step

Meeting? Short studies? This year you
are invited to add one area of
discipleship to your life.

(continued from page 1)

have always carried on faithfully.
When we follow the example of
Ezekiel — listening for God’s directions
and then becoming an active participant
— miraculous things DO happen! This
year, what if we all made a commitment
to grow one step in our life of faith at
Wells — not 100 steps, not 10 steps, just
one step more. A re-commitment to
church increases the church’s vitality
and spills gloriously into our lives.
Jan. 1 Charles Araujo
Jan. 2 Margarette Butler
Jan. 3 Laura Farris, Jan Watson
Jan. 4 Lillian Edmondson, Cecily
McNair
Jan. 5 Martha Bercaw, Kathy Clem,
Cathy Massey
Jan. 6 Dee Armstrong
Jan. 8 John Anderson, Dan Doty,
Jordan Strachan
Jan. 9 Phil Eide
Jan. 10 Steve Greenough
Jan. 11 Walter Olson
Jan. 13 Michelle Heard Clay
Jan. 15 Nathan Campbell, Hudson
Chadwick, Terry Stringer
Jan. 16 Chance McNulty, Janice
Pearson, James Williams Jr.
Jan. 17 Shirley Olson
Jan. 20 Catherine Campbell, Joshua
Godding, Kay Jones, Jeannie
Lane
Jan. 21 Bob Gates, Anna Gipson
Jan. 22 Trissy Kelly, Jefferson Parker
Jan. 23 Ray Lee
Jan. 24 Micah Godding

Borrowing from Phil Maynard’s book
Shift, here are some one-step
suggestions for growing in 2019.
Hospitality: Commit to meet one new
person each Sunday. Perhaps we could
switch services once a month so that we
might know more people. Look around
for the “new” person and join them for a
cup of coffee. Let’s make sure they
experience that special Wells hospitality.
Worship: Maynard suggests that for
many, worship has become an event
where we are passive observers. Our
presence matters! Instead of an event,
let’s commit to make worship a lifestyle.
If our average worship attendance is
once per month, could we make it two?
Discipleship: There is membership
and then there is discipleship.
Discipleship is the deeper level of
learning about the grace of God and the
love of Christ that strengthens our
humility and re-ignites our covenant to
God and to the community of faith that is
Wells. Has Sunday School been a part
of your lifestyle? What about Prayer

Jan. 25 Gilly MacMillan, Drew Scott,
Louie Smith
Jan. 26 Tammy Bedi, Natalie Long
Jan. 27 Joe Farmer
Jan. 28 Bailey Browne, Elizabeth
Chadwick
Jan. 29 Terry Armstrong
Jan. 30 Melissa Prouty, Erin Quinn
Jan. 31 Tim Alexander, Esther Everly,
Kay Hardage
If your birthday is in January and isn’t
listed here or is listed incorrectly, please
let us know.
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Service: Maynard borrows the old
catch phrase of “moving from ‘serve us’
to ‘service.’” Sometimes a church
becomes consumed with what we do for
each other. That’s important, but
reaching beyond the walls is important,
too. Many of us purchase food for the
Tuesday Neighborhood Ministry, but how
many of us have spent a morning there?
How about Galloway School? This year, I
invite each of us to add just one area of
service to our life of faith.
Generosity: I’m told that Keith Tonkel
often said “money follows purpose.” I’m
inviting us to focus on God’s purpose for
us personally. Then, by extension, we
will also have greater clarity on God’s
purpose for Wells. Growing one step, or
one percent, in our generosity of spirit or
generosity of our financial blessings may
be important. But if we grow in our
understanding of God’s purpose for our
lives, then the rest will take care of itself.
Wells Church, we’ve got “good bones!”
Let’s make a commitment to grow in our
hospitality and in our way of worship.
May we move from “membership to
discipleship,” and may we recommit to
our service and our generosity. It’s true
that God brings the growth, the life. But
like Ezekiel, we are the conduit between
God’s direction and abundant life. May
2019 reveal a vast multitude for our
church, and may we stand on our feet of
faith and grow…one step at a time.
Write Heather at
heatherhensarling@wellschurch.org
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Wells Yoga Can
Help You with That

Wells United Methodist Church

Accepting Then, Now

Having trouble bending over enough to
tie your shoes? YCHYWT.
Having trouble unwinding after a hard
day at the office? YCHYWT.
Having trouble with stress related
issues? YCHYWT.

By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling
Last month, under a title of “Then and Now,” I talked about how we can
change our relation to events on the past by forgiving, asking for forgiveness or
engaging in a process such as therapy. This month I turn to acceptance, a
process that is crucially important for our spiritual and emotional well-being.

Having trouble reaching that top shelf?
YCHYWT. The list goes on and on.
Make happy hour yoga a part of your
life. We meet Mondays and Thursdays
at 5:30 p.m. in the Tonkel Fellowship
Center at Wells Church. $10 a session.
You'll need a mat. All are welcome.
Besides just working on postures, we
spend some time working on breathing,
getting in touch with our spirits,
bringing some love and light into our
bodies, relaxing and staying centered
and focused in the Presence. It is so
good for you. Please come join us.

Online Giving
Option Available
There are several ways to make an
offering to support Wells Church, but
one of the most convenient is by
switching to automatic gifting by
scheduling a recurring draft on your
account each week.
It’s a simple and secure process
done online from our website. Just visit
http://wellschurch.org/giving. Your
support of the church will be consistent
and you won’t have to worry about
writing checks each week. And, it really
helps the church.

2018 Wells Church Giving
Based on the approved 2018 Budget,
$67,104.50 is needed monthly to support
the church’s operations and ministries.
2018 Tithes and Offerings:
Jan.
Feb.
March
April
May
June

$48,264.13
$45,265.00
$42,221.00
$54,527.48
$48,540.49
$45,343.44

July
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

$60,039.12
$45,481.33
$50,389.00
$37,544.35
$37,830.00
$

Parker

What is acceptance? That’s a tough question! Acceptance is not
deciding that “It was all OK.” Rather, it’s coming to a degree of
peace with some fact or event from the past. This is a process that
might start with “It happened,” move to “It happened because of X,
Y and Z,” and land on “It had these effects on me.” Then, jumping
off in faith we can say, “Nevertheless, I will live my life the best way
I know how.”

There’s part of the grieving process that can be seen as a struggle for
acceptance. Our losses disturb our lives in many ways, both large and small. Our
reality going forward will forever be different. We cannot change this, but we can
reach a state of painful acceptance. We learn to carry on with our new scar.
When Jesus was praying just before his betrayal, he was engaged in a
struggle for acceptance. He prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup
from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42; NRSV) What happens
next? Paradoxically he was given strength. (v. 43)
Despite a word of caution not to be afraid (Luke 1:30), Mary was
understandably alarmed when she learned she was pregnant. “How can this
be…?” (v. 34) According to everything she knew this would ruin her life. Yet she
reached a point of acceptance, saying, “Here I am…let it be with me according to
your word.” (v. 38) Paradoxically, she was given joy. (v. 46)
“Here I Am Lord” is one of my favorite hymns. In the chorus we sing, often
with raised hand as when we were eager for a teacher to call on us: “Here I am
Lord…I will go, Lord, if you lead me.” Our chorus speaks of acceptance.
All have much to learn from the recovery community, which has a clear
understanding that acceptance is the cornerstone of wellness. Steps 1, 2 and 5
of the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous explicitly refer to acceptance, using the
terms “admitted” and “came to believe”:
Step 1: “We admitted we were powerless over alcohol — that our lives had
become unmanageable.”
Step 2: “Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us
to sanity.”
Step 5: “Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact
nature of our wrongs.”
The past cannot be changed, but through acceptance we can radically change
our relationship to the past, which in turn can change our today in ways that are
both freeing and promising.
Prayer: “Lord, here we are. We celebrate the wonderful parts of our personal
histories, but we also struggle. Lead us on the path toward acceptance, that we
might more fully and faithfully live today.”
Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net
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Working Together Jackson
(continued from page 1)

www.workingtogetherjackson.org.
With such a diverse membership, it

vn
might seem difficult to agree on

priorities. The organizing strategy
adopted by Working Together Jackson
relies on continuous check-ins with
people who are part of the institutions.
Always, the key question is: “What
problems/pressures are you facing as a
family?”
Following a long series of small group
meetings starting in 2012, WTJ adopted
these priorities:
• Workforce Development
• Blight Eradication and
Neighborhood Revitalization
• Infrastructure Redevelopment
• Rebuilding Support for Jackson
Public Schools
• Elimination of Food Deserts
• Disability Rights – especially around
Public Transportation
• Public Safety, Criminal Justice
Reform, and Gun Violence
• Public Accountability Sessions (with
candidates, elected, and appointed
officials)

Several WellsFolk participated in the Working Together Jackson efforts in support of a school bond
issue to upgrade facilities for Jackson Public Schools.

with WTJ. He also pledged to cooperate
with WTJ organizers in making sure
school children have access to safe
drinking water from fountains in every
school. This work is ongoing.

When the Jackson Public Schools
Board made a decision to seek voters’
approval of a bond referendum this year
to address infrastructure needs — some
of which were identified in the state’s
accreditation audit — WTJ worked for its
The specific actions being taken
within these large categories evolve over approval. WTJ pushed the School Board
to create a transparent system for
time and one or more category
monitoring spending should the bond
necessarily becomes a higher priority
measure be approved. It passed with 86
from time to time.
percent of the vote. The monitoring is
For example, about a year ago when
ongoing.
the Jackson Public Schools faced a
During the mayoral campaign, WTJ
crisis with Gov. Phil Bryant considering a
recommendation for state takeover, WTJ held accountability sessions with all
candidates, during which they signed on
helped broker a deal among Bryant,
to WTJ’s Agenda for Rebuilding
Mayor Chokwe Lumumba and the
Kellogg Foundation to seek a “third way” Jackson. Earlier this summer, WTJ
asked Mayor Lumumba back in front of
solution.
350 leaders to elicit specific
After the formation of the Better
commitments on several items. Among
Together Commission, WTJ conducted
other things, he pledged to budget for a
listening sessions, helped formulate
healthy food financing loan fund and to
community vision for qualities in
ride along on a JATRAN bus so he
superintendent candidates, and, indeed,
could experience our members’ public
participated in the interview process that
transportation challenges firsthand.
led to the hiring of Dr. Errick Greene.
At WTJ’s most recent meeting with
After Dr. Greene was hired, WTJ held
the mayor, WTJ leaders asked
a public accountability session with him
Lumumba to put $750,000 over three
in which he pledged to meet regularly
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years ($250,000 a year) into a healthy
food financing fund. He committed to
putting money in the budget but has not
yet committed to the requested amount.
The pressure continues.
Working Together Jackson relies on
its member institutions for its people
power and its money. The worker bees
who gather together for visioning
meetings and to develop strategies are
all members of the member institutions
and they volunteer for the work. Member
institutions pay dues.
Because the member institutions of
WTJ are longstanding institutions with
significant investment in buildings, WTJ
operates primarily in borrowed spaces.
WTJ’s money, from dues and grants,
pays for hiring organizers. The job of
these organizers (WTJ has three right
now) is to advise, to train, and to
stimulate the imaginations of local
leaders.
WTJ is an affiliate of the Industrial
Areas Foundation (IAF), which operates
in 26 states. Sister organizations include
Together Baton Rouge, The
Metropolitan Organization (Houston,
TX), and Dallas Area Interfaith.
Sarah Campbell is Wells'
representative with Working Together
Jackson. Contact her at
sarahccampbell66@gmail.com.
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Wells United Methodist Church Leadership 2019
LAY LEADER

TRUSTEES

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Jeff Parker

CHAIR: ________________________

CHAIR: Katherine Perkins

VICE CHAIR:____________________

VICE CHAIR:____________________

LAY MEMBER ANNUAL CONFERENCE SECRETARY:___________________
(1 lay person for each appointed clergy member)
2019 Jill Conner Browne
Elaine Talbott
2019 Lilly Floyd

SECRETARY:___________________

Alternate: Kimberly Griffin

Lay Member Annual Conference: Elaine
Talbott

2019 James Mason

2020 Jason Bobbs
ADMINISTRATIVE CHURCH COUNCIL 2020 Phil Eide
CO-CHAIR: Greg Campbell
2020 Sally Nash
CO-CHAIR: Ray “Mac” McNulty

2021 Kit Kinsey

SECRETARY:___________________

2021 Kevin Newman

Pastor: Heather Hensarling

2021 Vickie Stewart

Lay Leader: Jeff Parker

Lay Leader: Jeff Parker*

Church Council Chair: Greg Campbell or
Ray “Mac” McNulty
SPPRC Chair or Rep:_____________
Trustee Rep:____________________
Stewardship Ministry Chair:_________
Financial Secretary: Jane Everly*
Business Admin: David Hampton*

SPPRC Chair: Jim Pollard
SPPRC Rep: ___________________

Pastor: Heather Hensarling

Treasurer: Kay Olliver*

Finance Chair: Katherine Perkins

STAFF PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS
COMMITTEE (SPPRC)

Trustees Chair:__________________

CHAIR: Jim Pollard

2019 Ted Murray

Trustees Rep:___________________

VICE CHAIR: James Mason

2019 Katherine Perkins

Treasurer: Kay Olliver*

SECRETARY: Ken Simon

2020 Mark Fields

Lay Member Annual Conference:
Elaine Talbott

Lay Leader: Jeff Parker

2020 Bill Latham
2020 Karen Pruitt

Nominating Rep:_________________

Lay Member Annual Conference: Elaine
Talbott

Youth Rep:_____________________

2019 James Mason

2021 Lynsey Naugle

Young Adult Rep:________________

2019 Jamie Ward

2021 Charles Williams

Financial Secretary: Jane Everly*

2019 Mark Weilenman

*employees are non-voting members

At Large 2019: Greg Campbell

2020 Kimberly Griffin (YA)

At Large 2020: Keith May

2020 Jim Pollard

At Large 2021: Mark Hodges

2020 Ken Simon

VISION TEAM

At Large 2021: Ray “Mac” McNulty

2021 Deborah Ballou

Pastor: Heather Hensarling

*employees are non-voting members

2021 Luran Buchanan

Lay Leader: Jeff Parker

2021 Pam Johnson

Spiritual Director: Diane Braman

2019 Ray “Mac” McNulty

2021 Bill Gray

2019 Jan Garrick
2019 Kimberly Griffin

WELLSFEST

2019 __________________________

Co-chair_________________________

NOMINATIONS & LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT

Co-chair_________________________

CHAIR/PASTOR: Heather Hensarling

2020 Debbie Konkle-Parker

VICE CHAIR: Jeff Parker

2020 Bob Kersh

Lay Leader: Jeff Parker

2020 __________________________

TREASURER

2019 Sha Pollard

2020 __________________________

Kay Olliver

2019 Deborah Ballou

2021 Sha Pollard

2020 __________________________

2021 Tommy Naugle

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

2020 Alix Williams (YA)

2021 Sarah Campbell

Jane Everly

2021 Keith Ferguson

2021 __________________________

Ken Simon, chair

2019 __________________________

2021 __________________________
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January 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

17

18

19

New Year’s Day
Church Offices
Closed

6

7

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship

8
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

10 a.m. Sunday School
12:15
WELLSFEST Meeting

5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

7 p.m.
Wells Book Club
at Campbell Home

13

14

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship

20

15

21

7:15 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast

Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Parade

6:30 p.m. Family
Game Night Potluck
Supper

22

23

24

5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship

16
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

10 a.m. Sunday School

7 p.m. Children’s
Power House,
Youth Group, Adult
Classes

Church offices closed

27

28

29

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship
10 a.m. Sunday School
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8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

30
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
7 p.m. Children’s
Power House,
Youth Group, Adult
Classes

26
UMC Conference
Leadership
Training @
Galloway Church
8 a.m. - noon

7 p.m. Children’s
Power House,
Youth Group, Adult
Classes

10 a.m. Sunday School

25

31
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Why Wells?

It Just Felt Right
By Bill Gray

Our last Wells Game Night was an evening of fun and games and will return in January for our first
Family Night of the new year.

Family Night Returns
with Fun and Games
By Ashley Rogers
Director, Children’s Ministry
One of my favorite aspects of serving
on staff at Wells Church is the dreaming
and visioning we get to do whenever we
sit down together to plan. While we
each have our niche area of ministry,
the ability to work together, share
openly and honestly, and help one
another with planning ministry
opportunities is such a blessing.
In recent months, that
planning has included the
careful consideration of
bringing back Family Night,
which many members of
our congregation have
Rogers
expressed missing. To that
end, we have planned the first quarter’s
Family Night and hope that there’s not
only great participation among the
congregation, but also a willingness of
groups and individuals to take on the
planning for future Family Nights
throughout the year.
Please join us at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Jan.16, for our first “new”
Family Night at Wells! This Family Night
will be a game night and is open to all
families and individuals who want to
enjoy an evening of fellowship, food and
friendly competition.
We’ll have a potluck dinner as well as

board games, playing cards, dominos
and puzzles for all ages, so all you need
to bring is yourself, food to share (if
you’re able) and maybe a friend or two!
Attendees are absolutely welcome to
bring a favorite game to share with
others, but it’s not required. I really hope
you’ll make every effort to be present on
Jan. 16. In addition to wholesome family
fun, it’s a great opportunity to be in
fellowship and community with our own
church family and visitors.
There’s another opportunity coming
up for our children and youth at Wells.
Krystal Jackson and I are planning a
“Parent’s Night Out/Kids Night In” for
Saturday, Feb. 16, from 4-9 p.m. This
event, open to kids and youth in
th
kindergarten through 12 grade, is an
opportunity for our young people to have
age-appropriate fun in a safe
environment while parents and
guardians enjoy date night, wandering
around Target, or just a few hours of
nothingness. We will have separate
activities and movies planned for youth
and kids, as well as dinner and dessert
to keep everyone happy! More details
and registration information will be
coming out this week, so be on the
lookout and let me know if you have
questions in the meantime!
Write Ashley at
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org

This transplanted Buckeye had been
here less than a year when a co-worker
shared his experience at a high school
retreat in Belzoni. He talked about the
charismatic pastor who led the retreat
and thought he might still be in Jackson.
A quick call to Wells confirmed Keith
Tonkel was still there.
I don’t remember much
about that first visit except
that it reminded me of my
Mom’s home church in
Meridian — warm and
inviting. Fast-forward about
Gray
five years. Now with my
new bride, we decided to search for a
church home together. I had visited
many Jackson churches over the years,
but Wells sort of stuck with me. On
Sept. 2, 1984, we visited Wells and I
knew I had found a church home. It was
sort of like crawling into my Grandma’s
lap as a 5-year old… full of love and it
just felt right.
The sermons always seemed to be
directed to me, and the tremendous
grace and love from the pulpit and
congregation were heartfelt. I had not
been to a church with such diversity
since I was in the Army. Within a few
years, I was chairman of the
Administrative Board and wasn’t an
official member. Crazy huh? As a CPA I
was adept at working on budgets, but
had never heard the Tonkel budget
theory of money following purpose. We
budgeted to spend more than we
typically received, but it worked out…
that’s a quick way to learn a little faith.
This crazy family called Wells and its
ongoing mission to help our brothers
and sisters in Christ is what a church
should be.
Over the years, I have had job offers
in other cities, and one of the deciding
factors is always if I would ever find
another diamond like Wells Church.
Write Bill Gray at
Bill.Gray@eastgroup.net
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Return Service Requested

Consider Joining Our One Voice
By Nancy Moore
Choir Director
But the Colorado rocky mountain high,
I’ve seen it raining fire in the sky.
The shadow from the starlight is softer
than a lullaby! — John Denver 1972
In case you are curious as
to when I am writing this
newsletter piece, it is the day
after our Chancel Choir
Advent-Christmas Concert.
And yes, I am still on a high
Moore
as I recall the special
musical moments of the concert.
Borrowing from John Denver, I like the
moments that were “raining fire in the
sky,” and likewise, the moments “softer
than a lullaby.”
This concert is a “spoiler” for me. I
enjoy the process of rehearsals as the

choir works toward this concert. The
extended weekly practices mixed with
the extra Saturday rehearsals make
for a group of people in covenant with
each other to offer God their best. Last
night we all heard the finished product.
And God was glorified!

I do so enjoy the people in our choir,
whom I hold as good friends. I look
forward to this new year, as we
continue to create a channel in which
the Holy Spirit may offer a word of
encouragement or challenge to the
worshipping congregation. In this new
year, we invite you to join this fun,
whacky, committed group of folks we
call the Wells Choir. The only
prerequisite is that you can match pitch
and that you love God and want to
serve through the music ministry of
Wells!

The reason I call the concert a
“spoiler” is that in this concert we sing
as one voice. I flourish in the
opportunity to prepare a choir for
concerts like the one we had. I must
admit, in the week-to-week Sundays, I
truly miss the experience of having a
combined choir, because I know what
Come to one rehearsal…no
this ONE choir is capable of doing. On commitment.
any given Wednesday evening, we
Let us welcome you as we serve God
rehearse as one, but on Sunday
together!
morning, we split into two choirs.
Write Nancy at
Some choir members are able to sing
nancymoore@wellschurch.org
in both services, and for that, we are
grateful.

