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Vision Team
Looking to
Wells' Future
By Heather Hensarling
Senior Pastor

Where there is no vision, the people
perish. Proverbs 29:18a KJV

Hensarling

When there’s no vision,
the people get out of
control, but whoever
obeys instruction is
happy. Proverbs 29:18
CEB

If people can’t see what God is doing,
they stumble all over themselves; but
when they attend to what he reveals,
they are most blessed. Proverbs 29:18
MSG
This familiar proverb seems simple at
first. But what does it really mean?
Perhaps the most familiar quote is the
one from the King James Version. We
often hear it without the rest of the
verse. The complete verse reads:
“Where there is no vision the people
perish; but he that keepeth the law,
happy is he.” So is this a verse about
vision or a verse about the law?
Peterson’s translation, The Message,
interprets “vision” as the act of paying
attention to what God is doing in our
midst. What the KJV interprets as
“keeping the law,” the MSG interprets as
“attending to what God reveals.” That is
to say, when we are attentive to what
God is doing, then there will be a vision.
Then, with prayer, we can be a little
See Vision Team, Page 2

Wells Pastor Heather Hensarling leads an informational session on the upcoming General Conference.

General Conference

Way Forward Sought
In Special Session
Compiled from United Methodist
Communications
The Council of Bishops has called a
Special Session of the General
Conference of The United Methodist
Church to be held Feb. 23-26, 2019, in
St. Louis, Mo.

and appointed by the Council of
Bishops to examine paragraphs in The
Book of Discipline concerning human
sexuality and exploring options to
strengthen the unity of the church.

The General Conference is the
highest legislative body in The United
The purpose will be to receive and act Methodist Church.
on a report from the Commission on a
The voting membership consists of
Way Forward based on the
an equal number of clergy and lay
recommendations of the Council of
delegates elected by the annual
Bishops.
conferences.
The 32-member Commission was
It is the only body that can speak
authorized by General Conference 2016 officially for the denomination.
See General Conference, Page 4
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Vision Team
(continued from page 1)

more confident that the vision we carry
out is, in fact, God’s vision for us.

Feb. 1 Phil Godding, Lillie John, Susan
Ford Robertson, Margaret Pigott
Feb. 2 Laura Lillard, Cathy Maloney,
Jane Streets
Feb. 3 Kimberly McKay
Feb. 5 Erin Mason
Feb. 6 Catie Donald, Bill Boaz
Feb. 7 Janice Brooks, Glenda Ferguson
Feb. 10 Mary Heard
Feb. 11 Melanie Morrow, May Francis
Thompson
Feb. 12 Anna Davis
Feb. 13 Gwen McGowan, Kit Fields, Bill
Spencer
Feb. 14 Vaughn Davis
Feb. 16 Teresa Westbrook, Mark
Hodges, Jim Pollard
Feb. 17 Skyler Burt, Greg Campbell
Feb. 18 Blair Ballou, Linda Spencer,
Christy Stark
Feb. 19 Andrea Sanders
Feb. 20 Kay Harris
Feb. 21 Carol McNulty
Feb. 22 Renee Kimble, David Robertson
Feb. 24 Omyya Armstrong, Carver
Brown, Jean Nesbit
Feb. 25 Kyle Newton
Feb. 26 Bill Hodges, Kathy Jones
Feb. 27 Molly Gordon
Feb. 28 Hunter Bower

If your birthday is in January and isn’t
listed here or is listed incorrectly, please
let us know.
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Many of us are wondering about next
steps for Wells? What is it that God is
doing in our midst? This year, while our
new Administrative Council and other
administrative and ministry committees
are keeping the day-to-day ministry of
Wells going, the newly elected Vision
Team is probing these questions in a
deeper and more intentional way. This
new Vision Team is unfolding and will be
fine-tuning throughout the year, but here
is our initial task:
To help ensure that Wells Church has
a vital and vibrant future and is being
equipped for ongoing and substantial
ministry for generations to come; to
purposefully consider and reflect on the
core values and current reality of Wells
Church; to make a close study of the
demographics of the community
surrounding Wells and the extended
communities of the Jackson area; to
create intentional ways that our friends
and members can express what they
believe God is calling us to do and be at
this time. The Vision Team can never act
in isolation. It will make regular reports to
the Administrative Council and get
approval for all new ideas and
recommendations. Moreover, it will give
reports and updates at each of our
church-wide, quarterly meetings. This is
a new endeavor, folks. We are counting
on your prayers and faithful feedback as
we seek to be a church that is here for
generations to come!

The Vision Team is set up in threeyear classes. Members of our inaugural
team are: Pastor, Heather Hensarling;
Lay Leader, Jeff Parker; Spiritual
Director, Diane Braman, and Jan Garrick,
Debbie Konkle Parker, Tommy Naugle,
Ken Hodges, Bob Kersh, Sarah
Campbell, Kimberly Griffin, Sha Pollard,
Ruby Tobias and Kim Coalter. Additional
members may be added in the future.
Each month our Vision Team will
spend four hours together “paying
attention to what God is doing in our
midst.” And over the next several
months, members will be calling on you
for individual “interviews” and group
“interviews.” The objective is to build
closer relationships with one another and
to hear what your own hopes and
dreams are for the future of this beloved
community we call Wells. In other words,
they want to hear what you believe God
is doing in our midst, as well.
I believe that through focus and clarity
of mission and values, better planning
and everyone pulling in the same
direction, we will be a church that bears
more and more fruit, achieves “Godsized” results, and sees the community
around us transform in hopeful and
positive ways.
Will you commit to praying for your
new Vision Team? Can we all dream
together big, audacious, God-sized
dreams? The year ahead holds surprise
and promise. Let us walk into it, hand in
hand, excited for the potential and
possibility within.
Write Heather at
heatherhensarling@wellschurch.org
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Time to Submit a
Lenten Devotional
Our observance of the Lenten
xxx
Season is made more meaningful by
our shared Lenten Devotionals, written
by WellsFolk.
Please consider submitting a
devotional to share.
We follow the Upper Room format.
Please submit a Bible verse, a 200word or less devotional and a
suggested prayer. The devotionals will
be published in a booklet to be
distributed before Ash Wednesday on
March 6 and digitally daily during Lent.
To submit a devotional, please email
admin@wellschurch.org.

Thank You for
Your Gifts in 2018
Below is a chart of the monthly
giving for Wells Church in 2018. Thank
you. God fully blessed us with
resources to carry out his work here.
December tithes were up
substantially over the 2018 monthly
average, which is not unusual, but
thanks to those who increased their
giving. In addition, we received a
substantial estate gift of roughly
$750,000 that covered the budget
shortfall and bolstered our savings.
This gift strengthens our hopefulness
and commitment to the future.
Thank you for supporting the
ministries of Wells. Thanks be to God
for blessing us, and showing us once
again that money follows purpose.

2018 Wells Church Giving
Based on the approved 2018 Budget,
$67,104.50 is needed monthly to support
the church’s operations and ministries.
2018 Tithes and Offerings:
Jan.
Feb.
March
April
May
June

$48,264.13
$45,265.00
$42,221.00
$54,527.48
$48,540.49
$45,343.44

July
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

$60,039.12
$45,481.33
$50,389.00
$37,544.35
$37,830.00
$110,188.89
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Space for Grief
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling
Grief has been a central dynamic on the life of our Community of Faith for the
last few years. We also continue to grieve community and personal losses
extending further into our past. In truth, the losses that precipitate grieving are an
integral part of our lives. The same ability that enables us to love, dream,
remember and become attached also leaves us in pain when love is lost, a
dream crumbles or an attachment is broken. As much as it hurts, the truth is that
we would not be our true selves without the capacity for grief.
In recent years Wells has offered several meetings on grief. It’s
a bit difficult to characterize these. “Meetings” is too sterile for what
they have always become. On the other hand, they are not
“groups” in the sense of “group therapy,” even though we meet in a
group. We could also call them “classes” because there is a leader
who presents information. However, experience tells me that the
Parker
most impactful information comes from those participating, rather
than the leader. So, we’ll meet, recognizing what we share may have more in
common with self-help or mutual support than with meetings, groups or classes.
For those who may consider participating, let me share some of the thoughts
that guide me as I facilitate:
•

Loss is a normal, although painful, part of being human.

•

While we tend to think of death first when we think about loss, there are
many other kinds of losses. For example, some losses happen slowly
over time, exposing us to anticipatory grief.

•

We grieve because we love or are attached. Both are good.

•

Every loss is different and so is every grieving process.

•

It is not for anyone to tell us what our grieving process should be like or
how long it should last.

•

The well-known “Stages of Grief” — Denial, Anger, Bargaining,
Depression, and Acceptance — are neither a prescription for how to
grieve nor a yardstick to measure the “progress” of our grief. Rather,
these emotions swirl in ways we can’t predict.

•

Grief and depression share a lot, but they are not the same thing. Grief is
normal while depression is an illness. We can have one, the other or
both.

•

The gifts of music, poetry and art can help us as we grieve.

•

We can help each other as we grieve, but our help might not have
anything to do with the words we speak.

We will meet at Wells on five to six Wednesday evenings for about an hour
starting on Feb. 6. If you have any questions, please call or email me, or the
church office. Friends and family are welcome, whether they attend Wells or not.
Prayer: Lord, be with each of us as we try to live, move and have our being in
the cold shadow of our losses. We thank you for the ability to love despite the
pain it potentiates. We ask for comfort, support, patience, faith and hope.
Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net
Page 3
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The special 2019 General Conference of The United Methodist Church — set for Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis — will attempt to find a way
forward for The United Methodist Church by considering the three different plans included in the report developed by the Commission on
a Way Forward.
— Image by United Methodist News Service

General Conference
(continued from page 1)

There have been 78 legislative
petitions submitted and approved to be
in harmony for the purpose of the
conference.
The Commission on a Way Forward
offered three plans — the One Church
Plan, the Connectional Conference Plan
and the Traditional Plan. A majority of
United Methodist bishops have
recommended the One Church Plan.
The most prominent plans submitted
for consideration at the special
conference are:
The One Church Plan would shift to
churches and conferences decisions
regarding ministry with or by LGBTQ
persons rather than maintaining a single
standard that operates throughout the
worldwide church. It would also remove
Page 4

The Modified Traditional Plan would
some of the language in the Book of
Discipline that limits LGBTQ individuals' add to the Traditional Plan a committee
with authority to hold bishops
involvement as United Methodists.
accountable to the sexuality standards in
The Connectional Conference
the Book of Discipline. It would offer a
Plan would create three connectional
$200,000 grant to annual conferences
conferences based on perspective on
that want to leave the denomination
LGBTQ issues. The three connectional
because of disagreement over LGBTQ
conferences would function throughout
issues.
the worldwide church and the five
There is extensive information on the
existing U.S. jurisdictions would be
General Conference, including the
abolished.
Commission on the Way Forward report,
The Traditional Plan would affirm the
the Mississippi Conference delegates
current language about homosexuality in
and how to contact them and information
the Book of Discipline and seek to
from the recent Listening Sessions at
strengthen enforcement for violations.
mississippi-umc.org.
The Simple Plan would remove all
Additional information, including the
language from the Book of Discipline
latest news at umc.org/topics/generalthat excludes LGBTQ persons from full
conference-2019-special-session.
participation in the church.
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Q&A: 2019 Special General Conference
Why was the special session called?
The special session in February 2019 is
to focus on the issue of human sexuality
and church unity with the goals of
ending distracting and missioncompromising disagreement about how
to be in ministry with LGBTQ people.
The hope is that decisions made will
allow the 2020 General Conference to
focus on mission and the next steps for
the church’s unified global witness.

will be live-streamed at
UMC.org/gc2019. Copies of the daily
editions of the Daily Christian Advocate
will also be available in pdf format for
free download at UMC.org/gc2019.
United Methodist News Service,
UMNews.org, will provide full coverage
of the event. United Methodist

Communications new leader
communications team will also provide
coverage through @ResourceUMC on
Twitter and other social media channels.
Prior to and after the session, a wealth
of information and resources is being
posted at www.umc.org/gc2019 and
www.umcom.org/gc2019-resources.

What can be considered?
Business considered during a special
session is limited to the purpose stated
in the call unless the delegates by a twothirds majority vote to address other
matters. The call from the Council of
Bishops says, “The purpose of the 2019
Special Session of the General
Conference shall be limited to receiving
and acting upon a report from the
Commission on a Way Forward based
upon the recommendations of the
Council of Bishops.” General
Conference 2016 approved creation of
the commission by the council and
charged it with examining all paragraphs
in The Book of Discipline concerning
human sexuality and exploring options
to strengthen the unity and mission of
the global church.
Which of the proposed plans has the
support of the Council of Bishops?
A significant majority of the members of
the Council of Bishops and the
Commission on a Way Forward
recommend the One Church Plan for
adoption. All three plans in the
Commission on a Way Forward report
will be presented to General Conference
as will several others being submitted
through petitions. Any plan delegates
approve will likely include amendments
and modifications based on other
submitted petitions and conference
deliberation.
How can I follow the General
Conference?
The General Conference special session
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February 2019
Sunday

Monday

3
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship
10 a.m. Sunday School

Tuesday

4
5:30 p.m.
Wells Yoga

Wednesday

5
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

6

Friday

Saturday

7

1

2

8

9

5:30 p.m.
Wells Yoga

5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

12:30 - 2 p.m.
Administration Council

Thursday

7:30 a.m. - 4:30
p.m. Lay Servant
Ministries School
Training at Brandon
UMC

6:30 p.m. Prayer
Meeting
7 p.m. Children’s
Power House,
Youth Group, Adult
Classes

10
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship
10 a.m. Sunday School

11
5:30 p.m.
Wells Yoga

17
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship

18
5:30 p.m.
Wells Yoga

24
10 a.m. Sunday School

25
5:30 p.m.
Wells Yoga

20

27
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. Prayer
Meeting
7 p.m. Children’s
Power House,
Youth Group, Adult
Classes
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21
5:30 p.m.
Wells Yoga

28
5:30 p.m.
Wells Yoga

22
"The Gathering"
Youth Conference
at Christ UMC

5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

26
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

16
4-9 p.m. Kids
Night In @ Wells

6:30 p.m. Family
Night Potluck
Supper

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship

15

7 p.m. Children’s
Power House,
Youth Group, Adult
Classes

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Staff
Retreat

12:30 p.m. WellsFest
Steering Committee

"The Gathering" Youth
Conference at Christ
UMC

14
5:30 p.m.
Wells Yoga

6:30 p.m. Prayer
Meeting

19
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

10 a.m. Sunday School

13
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

7 p.m.
Wells Book Club
at Campbell Home

Ashey and Jared Rogers'
Baby Shower

7:15 a.m. Men’s Breakfast

12
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

23
"The Gathering"
Youth Conference
at Christ UMC
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Why Wells?

Wells is Family
By Cheryl Fowler
Before I joined Wells United
Methodist Church, I attended Wells
early services off and on for many
years. One particular service remains
vivid in my mind today.

What Love is This?
By Ashley Rogers
Director, Children’s Ministry
Love, Love, Love.
That word is everywhere this month,
but it is not always used to mean the
same thing. We LOVE pizza. We LOVE
our family. We LOVE our favorite show.

Rogers

Love gets used a lot, so
we have a responsibility to
teach ourselves, and
young people, about the
different kinds of love,
especially love shown and
described in the Bible.
Eros

This is the kind of love portrayed most
often in chick-flicks and romantic movies
— it’s Cinderella and the Prince or
Jasmine and Aladdin. Eros is probably
the easiest of the loves to begin, but
one of the more difficult to sustain. Eros
love is not always bad and many times it
is the start of a long, beautiful
relationship. In fact, God created us to
be physically attracted to each other.
But eros love cannot and should not
stand on its own.
Philos
While eros love is based on physical
attraction, philos love is based on
shared interests. You feel the philos
kind of love towards a friend or a pal. I

think of Mike and Sully on Monsters,
Inc., or Mater and Lightning on Cars! It
could also be described as “brotherly
love.” Philos is the kind of love children
show to their siblings on a regular basis,
although we will want them to grow and
mature to love one another with the last
kind of love… agape.
Agape
Agape love is not based on any
circumstances or feelings. It is
unconditional love, acted upon on a
regular basis, with no expectation of love
in return. Agape love is how God loves
each and every one of us, and it is how
God wants us to love one another. For
an example, you can look to Anna’s
sacrifice for her sister at the end
of Frozen.
As we move into February with hearts
tuned in to love and what that means,
let’s help our youngest members realize
that there’s more to real love than hearts
and candy. It’s how we love each other
and especially how we use God’s
greatest example to be our guide for
loving those around us.

It was in the winter and it
was very cold outside. I
remember a woman coming
in with two small children.
She was wearing a gown
and robe and bedroom
Fowler
slippers, one little boy had
on pajamas with feet and the other boy
had on pajamas with no shoes. I looked
at them and tears rolled down my
cheek. Later during the offertory, Pastor
Keith Tonkel said "if you need some,
take some." The woman left the church
after the offertory and I believe she
came for the purpose of getting money
to buy food for her children. I had never
heard a pastor say those words in any
church I had ever attended.
Memory is funny, isn't it? Some days
I can't remember what the date is, but I
can still vividly recall details of that cold
winter day years ago. So, I decided to
come to, and later join, Wells.
I can honestly say that I have learned
more about God's word in the Seeker's
Class from Aunt Bettye than from any
Sunday school teacher I have ever had.
I love music and dancing. I would love
to join the choir, but I know I cannot
sing. And as Gayden, Jamie's late
husband, told me often, I had no rhythm
and could not dance. However, I have
enjoyed using my God-given gifts, skills
and qualities to assist with the Tuesday
morning ministries helping give food to
the needy and with the Book Buddy
Program at Galloway School.

Don’t forget to register your children
and grandkids for Kids’ Night In @ Wells
on Saturday, Feb. 16! Hope to see you
there!

And most important, I honestly love all
of the members of Wells Church...they
are my family.

Write Ashley at
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org

Write Cheryl Fowler at
cherylfow@comcast.net
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Music Is a Gift, Act of Worship
By Jamie Ward
Accompanist

red records), music has always been
able to life my spirits.

Some of the most meaningful
memories of my life have been right
here at Wells playing the piano.
Playing for a singer, playing for the
choir and of course playing for
communion. While Keith was here I
was bulletproof because you never
The gift that I want to talk
knew when he was going to ask for
about is music. Music has
music before during or after his
grounded my life since I was
sermon!
about 5 years old. Even
For me music is my devotional
before I could play the piano
much of the time. I can worship and
I could play a small
approach God easier when I am
turntable!
Ward
playing than often I can in prayer. I
I remember all my favorite records and
think this is why I enjoy playing for
the "way that music can make you feel."
communion and becoming one with
Whether I was listening to Ray Charles,
the moment.
my mother's favorite and mine, or the
Choir... I don't even know how to
Nutcracker Suite (I remember those 45s
because they were transparent green and begin to describe the love affair that I
In this season of king cakes (thanks
Ashley for the explanation, who knew?)
we consider gifts. As we remember the
wise men bringing their gift to the Christ
child, let us also remember the gifts that
have been so lavishly given to all of us.

have had with you!
Choir directors come and go (don't
you dare, Nancy)... but "my" choir has
remained!
I love you all so that I have no words
to describe how special this "chosen
family" is to me. You have saved my
life more times than you can imagine.
Thank you so very much for giving
me the gift of being able to play for you
for all of these years. It has turned the
gift of music into the gift of family for
me....
I love and appreciate you all and
thank you for the love you have shown
me.
Now go and eat some king cake
before it's all gone!
Write Jamie at
jlincolnward@gmail.com

