
      

       	 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1

By Heather Hensarling  
Senior Pastor 

The wonderful website renovare.org 
is dedicated to providing resources to 
help people lead a more spirit-formed 
life. According to their website: 
“Renovare provides practical 
resources for cultivating a life — the 
with-God life — that makes us like 
Jesus from the inside out.”  

There are at least a 
dozen spiritual disciplines 
that we are encouraged to 
practice as one way to be 
like Jesus from the inside 
out. Following is a typical 
list of spiritual disciplines: 

meditation, prayer, fasting, study, 
simplicity, solitude, submission, service, 
confession, worship, guidance and 
celebration. I’d like to add a new 
discipline, one that, when practiced with 
faith, can make us more like Jesus. 
Let’s consider “change” as a spiritual 
discipline. 

Some examples of change in the 
church are new carpet, new worship 
times, new studies, new menu, new 
pastor.  

 Most will agree that when it comes to 
change in the local church, it is always 
hard. Even good change can be 
stressful and challenging. But what if we 
began to think of change, in our church, 
in our personal lives, in our professional 
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By David Hampton 
Pastoral Assistant 

Wells Church will welcome a new 
pastor on June 30, the Rev. Chris 
Cumbest, who has been assigned to 
succeed Senior Pastor Heather 
Hensarling. 

Cumbest, who currently serves 
churches in Rankin County, will preach 
his first sermon at Wells on June 30. 

“I am both humbled and honored to 
be the incoming pastor at Wells UMC,” 
Chris said. “I look forward to journeying 
with you as we continue loving, caring 
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and sharing in the love of Christ 
together.” 

Heather announced on March 24 
that, due to ongoing health issues, she 
reluctantly requested a new assignment 
that would not be as physically taxing as 
the full-time senior pastor duties at 
Wells. She made the announcement 
along with Jim Pollard, who chairs the 
Wells Staff Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee. 

“The reason for this decision, and the 
only reason for this decision, is for the 
sake of my general health,” she said. 

See Change, Page 2 

A Publication of Wells Church  
       

Wells Senior Pastor Heather Hensarling and SPPRC Chair Jim Pollard announce that Wells will be 
assigned a new pastor, the Rev. Chris Cumbest, who begins on June 30. 
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lives as an opportunity to experience the 
real-time presence of God? Jesus 
experienced change: Matthew 2: 13-14 
(the flight to Egypt), Mark 6: 4-6 (Jesus 
unable to do “deeds of power” in his own 
hometown), Luke 8: 22-25 (a calm sea 
changes to a storm and Jesus returns 
the calm), John 11: 1-45 (Lazarus dies 
and Jesus experiences true grief). 

Claiming change as a spiritual 
discipline takes practice. It calls on us to 
be vulnerable, take risks and be fully 
present to the change. We can only 
experience change as a spiritual 
discipline if we place all our faith and 
trust in God. Whether the change is 
unexpected or planned, whether it is 
good change or hard change, a few 
exercises can help us allow the Holy 
Spirit to transform our experience of 
change into an experience of the Holy. 

Acknowledge the Change – Don’t 
hide from it. Don’t deny it. Name it and 
claim it. 

Get in Touch with Our Feelings 
about the Change — What did you feel 
the first time you heard about this 
change? Put words to those feelings. 
You may have felt joy or sadness, anger 
or relief. What are you feeling right now? 

Rest with the Change — No rapid 
response; just “sit with it” for awhile. 
Allow yourself some quiet time to listen 
for the movement of the Holy Spirit. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to transform harsh 
feelings into Holy moments of hope. 

Consider: Where is God in the 

Change 
(continued from page 1) 
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Midst of this? — God resides in the 
midst of all things. As you have received 
this change, where have you noticed 
God showing up? Where have you 
experienced a “Holy moment of hope” 
that you knew could only be from God? 

Ask: What Response is God Calling 
Me to Make Toward this Change? —
Could God be calling you to embrace the 
change? Reject it? God may be guiding 
you to use it as a launching pad to 
something new. Ask: “God, knowing you 
exist in the midst of this change, how 
would you have me respond?” 

Wells has been through a lot of 
change. We may feel rising up in us the 
need to say, “Well, here we go again.” 
Don’t say it! Shut it down! This church 
has proven over and over again that we 
are resilient, tenacious and creative. 
Based on what I’ve seen, I reject the 
notion that Wells “is in transition,” or that 
“this is a transitional time for our church.” 
Wells is a church in ministry! Transition is 
no more than change we hadn’t planned 
for. Transition happens and then it 
happens again. In life, in work, at home, 
at church, our constant is Jesus Christ. 
Remember, when we respond to change 
the way we believe Jesus calls us to 
respond, rather than with our first 
awkward impulse, change becomes a 
spiritual discipline and therefore a means 
of transformation.  

What are the changes happening in 
your life right now? In our church? Seek 
out the Spirit and see what 
transformation God has in store! 

Write Heather at 
heatherhensarling@wellschurch.org 

April 3 Katherine Browne, Peter 
Casano 

April 5 Mike Porter 

April 7 Bondee Bower, Brant Bower, 
Keith Ferguson, Marti Nance, 
Annie Scott 

April 8 Maria Roberts 

April 9 Lee Stockstill 

April 11 Courtney Chance, Jeremy 
Clark 

April 13 Richard John 

April 14 Evelyn Clay 

April 15 Wilson Karges, Allie Thornton, 
Hazel Walters 

April 17 Priscilla Pearson  

April 18 Greg Tierce, Cathy Nail 

April 19 Elizabeth Browne, Rev. Sherry 
Johnson, Ginny Weilenman 

April 21 Emerson Daily  

April 23 Joshua Bedi, Billy Browne, 
Aaliyah Price  

April 25 Hazel Sherrod 

April 26 Ann Daniel  

April 27 Noah Mason, Helen McDonald, 
Stacie Miller 

April 29 Kevin Newman  

If your birthday is in March and isn’t 
listed here or is listed incorrectly, please 
let us know. 
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2019 Wells Church Giving 
 
Based on the approved 2019 Budget, 
$58,389.50 is needed monthly to support 
the church’s operations and ministries. 

2019 Tithes and Offerings: 

Jan. $40,733.36 July    
Feb. $41,278,87 Aug.    
March  Sept.    
April  Oct.    
May  Nov.    
June  Dec.    
 

All Shall Be Well 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

“All shall be well and all manner of things shall be well."  

Julian of Norwich, 1342 

After yet another massacre of worshipers, what words could seem further from 
reality? 

And yet, the words of Julian of Norwich are compelling. Given 
that they don’t describe when or how “all manner of things shall be 
well,” maybe hers is a statement of faith in much the same way we 
pray that we be forgiven in the manner that we forgive others.  

Who is fooling whom when we talk about the generosity of our 
forgiveness? 

All shall be well because darkness cannot extinguish light and because we 
each have the capacity to be light.  

The great evil of one man’s act or another’s pernicious ideology is made 
possible by everyday thoughts and acts that see and treat those most like 
ourselves as most beloved by God and those most unlike us as a holy threat. Or 
which see our own interests as worthy, worthy, worthy, and the interests of 
strangers as anything and everything but… 

I don’t know how to stop anyone from shooting up a church in Texas or South 
Carolina, a synagogue in Pittsburgh, or a mosque in New Zealand or Iraq. This 
little light of mine shines narrowly on my family, my coworkers, my clients, my 
friends and the brothers and sisters in my Community of Faith. So the best I can 
figure to do is to seek all the strength and vision possible and then shine where I 
can.  

If I can’t love those closest to me, and most like me, what chance is there for 
me to love those at a distance whose language, faith and culture I don’t 
understand? 

There might be hope here, because my little light is far from the only one. If 
one little light is added to another and that to several more, our merged lights are 
no longer so little. By loving earnestly and deeply within our reach we can create 
a light that darkness cannot comprehend and for which the world has no answer. 

We must mourn with those who mourn, seek justice and resist evil. Our most 
challenging call, however, might be to be light as we walk day-by-day through 
our lives.  

There is nothing abstract about this; there is no cool remove. This is the nitty- 
gritty path of a disciple. 

Prayer: “Lord, bless those who mourn and give them every bit of comfort they 
need. Protect their faith. Lord, we ask as well that you pry open dark hearts and 
render those seeking to commit obscene acts of violence harmless. We ask for 
the strength, humility and faith to be lights in every aspect of our daily lives. And 
finally, we ask that all manner of things would be well. We pray this lifting of our 
tiny offerings of faith and willingness to be used in your service.” 

  

Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net 

Parker 

There are three Lenten Lunches left 
in this 2019 community engagement 
series at Wells. 

Lenten Lunches are from 11:30 
a.m.- 12:30 p.m. each Thursday during 
Lent in the Tonkel Fellowship Center. 
Lunch is served with a suggested $5 
donation. 

Lannie Spann McBride, gospel 
vocalist and music educator, will speak  
on April 4. 

The Rev. Dr. Karl Twyner, pastor of 
Shekinah Glory Baptist Church, will 
speak on April 11. 

Our pastor, the Rev. Heather 
Hensarling, will close out the series on 
April 18 during Holy Week. 

 

Invite Friends to 
Holy Week Services 
 

Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

3 Lenten Lunches  
Left in Series 
 

Easter is a special time at Wells 
Church and a special opportunity to 
invite others to join us in one or all of 
our Holy Week activities. (Please 
check out all of the Holy Week 
activities listed on page 5.) 

We will be inviting people to Wells in 
several ways, including some special 
mailings and media efforts. Cards will 
be available with information. But the 
best invitation is always personal. 

Easter is a joyous time and a 
celebration we want to share. 

 Everyone is very welcome at Wells.  

 



Wells United Methodist Church 

Page 4 

 

 

 

vn

4

immediately clear to us the many 
glowing reports about Chris were on 
target. He is warm, genuine, extremely 
articulate and inclusive. He fills the room 
with loving-kindness,” he said. 

Jim said Rev. Cumbest had listed his 
passions as “extending a loving Christ to 
everyone, racial reconciliation and a 
vision for a new Mississippi.” Jim said 
Chris is committed to community 
outreach and service. 

“More than once, we’ve heard it said: 
He gets along with everyone,” he said. 
“We have no doubt you will swiftly come 
to love and admire him...Many more 
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Heather said that she had been 
experiencing health issues since 
October and her doctors are addressing 
these now. She said the level of fatigue 
had led to the decision and that she will 
be seeking an appointment with more 
flexibility in daily work and time 
demands. 

“In my current job as senior pastor at 
Wells, I don't feel you are getting the 
best of Heather. I am not really bringing 
my best to you, and you deserve my 
best,” she said. 

Heather said leaving Wells “is not 
something I want to do, and I have cried 
a little every day since making this 
decision.” 

“And, quite frankly, I am torn,” she 
said. “But the Holy Spirit has reminded 
me in some remarkable ways of the 
precious fragility of life. I simply need to 
give closer attention to my physical well-
being.” 

“I leave my future to the Lord.” 

Jim said he was making the 
announcement with “love and optimism.” 
He said the SPPRC had fully expected 
Heather to return for another year, but 
that she requested a less physically 
demanding position and, based on that, 
the SPPRC informed District 
Superintendent Stephen Cook that Wells 
would need a “carefully chosen” new 
full-time pastor. 

Jim said the SPPRC had met with 
Chris and his wife, Sheila, and “were 
very deeply impressed.” 

Chris currently serves as 
pastor of Shiloh UMC in 
Pelahatchie and Little Zion 
Church near Pelahatchie. 
Sheila serves as worship 
and missions pastor at 
Christ United Methodist 
Church in Jackson. 

“When your SPPRC met with Chris 
and Sheila and our district 
superintendent on Tuesday, it was 
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great years are ahead for Wells.” 

Jim thanked Heather for service to 
Wells, which will continue through June. 

“Heather, we love you, we will be 
forever grateful for your work here and 
we pray for your health,” he said. “And 
we still have you through June 29!” 

Heather called Wells a "great church." 

“You are easy to love and you love 
one another, and you know how to love 
your pastors,” she said. “The person 
who follows me better get ready and get 
braced for the giant blessing that awaits 
them at our beloved Wells Church.” 

Pastoral Change 
(continued from page 1) 

Cumbest 
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Church and community volunteers have 
contributed to the success of WellsFest 
while raising more than $1.5 million for 
non-profits whose services often impact 
individuals throughout the state.  

The 2019 GIVE Awards will be 
presented at a  luncheon ceremony at 
the Mississippi Museum of Art on 
Monday, April 8, kicking off celebrations 
for National Volunteer Week. 

Robert Langford, executive director of 
Operation Shoestring, submitted the 
nomination of WellsFest for the GIVE 
Award. Operation Shoestring has twice 
been a WellsFest beneficiary. 

“The WellsFest donations we received 
helped Operation Shoestring, at a 
pivotal time in our development, to make 
investments and changes in our 
afterschool programming that have had 
a positive, measurable impact on 
student achievement," Robert said. 

The GIVE award is the third 
recognition that WellsFest has received 
in recent years. In 2012, WellsFest was 
a recipient of the Mississippi Arts 
Commission Governor’s Award for Arts 
in the Community. The Southeast 
Tourism Society also has recognized 
WellsFest as a Top 20 Event during the 
month of September. 
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WellsFest has been awarded the 
2019 Governor’s Initiative for Volunteer 
Excellence (GIVE) Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Community 
Building. 

WellsFest is one of 12 individuals or 
groups chosen for the prestigious award 
honoring volunteerism in Mississippi. 

This award program, presented by 
Volunteer Mississippi in partnership with 
the Governor’s Office, recognizes and 
honors the valuable contributions of 
Mississippi’s extraordinary citizen 
volunteers while inspiring others to 
follow their example.  

These awards, initially launched in 
1993 by First Lady Pat Fordice and Gov. 
Kirk Fordice, are a small token of thanks 
to the many people who live their lives in 
service to their neighbors and the state 
that they call home.  

“Highlighting these ordinary acts of 
kindness not only honors deserving 
volunteers, but inspires others to follow 
in their footsteps,” says Mississippi 
First Lady Deborah Bryant, who will 
present the awards. 

Volunteers are central to WellsFest's 
success. In its 35-year history, it is 
estimated that more than 15,000 Wells 

WellsFest 

Volunteerism Efforts Honored  

It takes hundreds of volunteers from the community to join with the Wells congregation in putting on 
WellsFest every year. More than 15,000 have worked with WellsFest in its 36 year history. 
 

APRIL 4 TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

APRIL 11 REV. DR. KARL TWYNER 
Senior Pastor 
Shekinah Glory Baptist Church 

APRIL 18 REV. HEATHER HENSARLING  
Senior Pastor 
Wells United Methodist Church 

	

HOLY WEEK 
S  C  H  E  D  U  L  E  

 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17 

• 6:30 p.m. Light Supper 
• 7 p.m. Service of 

Healing 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 18 

• 11:30 a.m. Lenten 
Lunch 

• 6:30 p.m. Maundy 
Thursday Service 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 19 

• 6:30 p.m. Good Friday 
Service 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 20 

• 10 a.m. Lou Ella Moore 
Easter Egg Hunt 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

• 6:30 a.m. Sunrise 
Service in the Garden 

• 8:30 & 11 a.m. Easter 
Celebration Services 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
7 p.m. Children’s 
Power House, 
Youth Group, Adult 
Classes 
 

11:30 a.m. 
Lenten Lunch  
 
5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School 

12:15 p.m. Administrative 
Council 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
7 p.m.  
Wells Book Club  
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
7 p.m. Children’s 
Power House, 
Youth Group, Adult 
Classes 
 

11:30 a.m. 
Lenten Lunch  
 
5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

12:15 p.m. WellsFest 
Steering Committee 

 

 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Wells Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Light 
Supper 
 
7 p.m. Special Holy 
Week Service of 
Healing 
 

11:30 a.m. 
Lenten Lunch  
 
6:30 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday 
 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Good Friday  
Service 
 
 

 

10 a.m. 
Lou Ella Moore 
Easter Egg Hunt 
 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise 
Service in Garden 

8:30 & 11 a.m. Easter 
Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 a.m.  
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
7 p.m. Children’s 
Power House, 
Youth Group, Adult 
Classes 
 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

28 29 30     
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  
 

12:15 p.m. Finance 
Committee 

 

5:30 p.m.  
Wells Yoga 

 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

APRIL 2019  
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By Ashley Rogers  
Director, Children’s Ministry 

Like many other United Methodist 
Churches across the country, at Wells  
we use a Sunday school curriculum 
titled “Deep Blue Kids.”  

Each month, we begin 
a new unit that is aligned 
to the liturgical calendar 
that our pastors follow 
when determining a 
sermon topic. Throughout 
Lent and Holy Week, 

students will move through the stories of 
Jesus washing the disciples’ feet, 
celebrating the Last Supper, entering 
Jerusalem and facing trial, and finally 
rising triumphantly from the tomb. 

 The overarching question this month 
is, “I’ve seen the Lord — have you?” 
We’ll be challenging students to find 
glimpses of God in all aspects of their 
lives. 

For kids, the season of Lent tends to 
be tricky. While we are building to 
Easter, it’s important to acknowledge 
that in order to get to that special 
celebration, Jesus underwent much 
suffering and pain. It’s easy to overlook 
holy days like Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, and Good Friday when every 
time we walk into Kroger, our senses 
are blasted with happy images of candy, 

By Kim Coalter 

My precious friend, Christina Bach, 
invited me to Wells years ago. I went a 
few times but wasn’t prepared to leave 
the church I was attending. From those 
visits, however, I took away snippets I 
never forgot.  

When it was time for the offering, 
Keith said that if there were those who 
needed to take some money from the 
offering plate, they could. I had never 
heard such!  

Also, someone asked for 
prayer for a loved one in 
prison, and someone else 
stood up to say it was their 
sobriety birthday. This was 
all very different from what 
I was used to.  

Though I wasn’t ready for Wells, I 
took these experiences home with me 
and pondered them in my heart. In 
2014, I gave Wells another try, and this 
time, it stuck.  

I joined the choir and plugged in. At 
the time, I was helping care for my 
elderly mother and had to miss church 
relatively regularly. One day I said to 
James Martin, the choir director, I was 
sorry I was hit or miss. He looked at me 
so kindly and said, “Kim – choir is for 
YOU.”  

After Heather came to Wells, there 
was another time period in which I 
missed church for a spell. I saw her in 
the hall one day and said that I was 
sorry I hadn’t been faithful. Heather said 
that being faithful has nothing to do with 
being at church. She added, “I’m just 
glad you’re here today.”  

The spirit of loving-kindness and 
acceptance illustrated above is why I 
stay.  

I’m accepted as I am.  

Grace abounds. As I often say, “Wells 
is what church is supposed to be.”  

Write Kim Coalter at 
kimcoalter@hotmail.com 

 

Why Wells?  

‘I'm Accepted  
As I Am’  
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eggs, and a giant bunny. While every 
aspect of Jesus’s trial and crucifixion 
isn’t appropriate for all children, it’s our 
responsibility as adults and caregivers to 
help them fully understand that part of 
what makes Easter so special is that it 
came at a time of total devastation and 
sense of loss. Throughout the upcoming 
weeks, there will be special Lenten 
resources available at the Sanctuary 
entrances for children and families. 
Please feel free to take these resources 
for your own family or if there’s a family 
or neighbor you know who may benefit!  

Don’t forget to join us at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 20, for our annual Lou 
Ella Moore Easter Egg Hunt! All children 
from toddlers through sixth grade are 
invited to grab a basket and join us for 
hunting eggs, crafts, snacks, and 
games. Feel free to invite friends and 
neighbors. Assistance is always 
appreciated with hiding eggs before the 
kids arrive; so if you’re willing to help, 
please let me know! 

I look forward to celebrating this 
beautiful time of year with the families 
and children of our congregation. Look 
for the face of Christ in the face of our 
young members and rejoice in the task 
God has set before us to educate them 
in Christian love! 

Write Ashley at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org 

 

Have You Seen the Lord? 

Rogers 

Coalter 

Get ready and set for the Lou Ella Moore Easter Egg Hunt. The fun egg hunt and party will be held at 10 
a.m. Saturday, April 20. All children, toddlers through sixth grade, are welcome. 
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By Krystal Jackson  
Creative Arts Coordinator 

The visual and performing arts have 
been an integral part of my life for as long 
as I can remember.  

From taking my first 
voice lessons with 
Galloway’s Ken Roberts, to 
learning piano from MSO’s 
Dr. London Branch, to 
studying art history at 
Power APAC, I’ve always 

felt that the arts helped define who I am 
and who I could be.  

As I said in my TEDx talk in February, 
exploring my creative and emotional 
performance powers through the arts 
helped me redefine who I thought I was, 
allowed me to occupy spaces that were 
otherwise restricted and forced me to step 
outside of any comfortable limitations that 
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amalgamate all of my talents into a 
synthesized form of performance art. I’ll 
be able to continue singing, and will 
also be able to build sets, work on stage 
tech and try my hand at directing and 
playwriting! 

The California Institute of the Arts in 
Valencia, California, has invited me to 
join 13 other actors from around the 
world to study in their MFA program. So 
far, I’ve received a 70 percent 
scholarship with a stipend, work-study 
and really nice graduate student 
housing. Acceptance to one of the Top 
10 acting programs in the country 
seems like an offer I can’t refuse!  

Thankfully, I won’t start school until 
September. Until then, I look forward to 
serving my Wells family to the best of 
my ability.  

Write Krystal at 
krystaljackson@wellschurch.org 
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would have otherwise prevented me 
from becoming my most realized self.  

Stepping into whom I believe God 
has called me to be via artistic 
expression has been a wild ride! For 
the longest time I thought I was called 
to be the next Leontyne Price. Then I 
believed I was called to be the next 
Kara Walker. Then I knew without a 
doubt that I was supposed to be Audra 
McDonald. When those options fell 
flat, I settled on becoming Beyoncé. 
So far I’ve become anything but 
Leontyne, Kara, Audra or Beyoncé. I 
think becoming Krystal Jackson seems 
to be a bit more realistic!  

In order to become Krystal Jackson, 
I’ll need a little more refinement. I’ve 
decided to seek such refinement by 
pursuing a master’s degree in acting. I 
believe attending acting school will 
allow me the opportunity to 
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