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By Heather Hensarling  
Senior Pastor 

Does this time of year affect you with 
a certain melancholy? You’re not alone. 

I love the crisp air of fall. 
I love this time of year. I 
love fall, Thanksgiving, the 
approaching season of 
Advent. I tear up at the 
least little thing. It is the 
kind of weeping that 

comes from deep, deep gratitude. It also 
comes from that old feeling that we are 
somehow not worthy of the many good 
things in our lives.  

Hear the good news! We are beloved 
children of God, loved unconditionally. 
As we approach the birth of Christ, we 
ask forgiveness for the times we’ve 
failed to recognize that every good thing 
comes from the gift of Christ…his birth, 
his life and teaching, his suffering and 
death, and his resurrection. But the 
good things don’t come just from his life 
on earth “way back then.” Every good 
thing in our life also comes from the way 
Christ is made manifest every day.  

This year has been challenging. The 
world’s tragedies cause many of us to 
ask God: “Why?” Followers of the 
Christ-child can ask the question 
“Why?” and still enter this season of 
love (Advent) with deep, deep gratitude. 

The challenge is (1) knowing how to 
strike a balance between 

God’s Joy In 
Us Can Make 
Advent Bright  

December 2018  

Advent 2018 

We Wait, Prepare, Hope 

1

We have many Christmas traditions. 
Part of the joy and the comfort of this 
season are traditions and memories that 
make the season special.  

This year, we will sing the familiar 
songs of the season, worship together 
as a church family and enjoy the 
fellowship of the holidays.  

Yet, every Christmas is not the same. 
The world changes, personal 
circumstances are different. We grow 
older and enjoy traditions, but every 
year brings a different place for us as 
we approach the season. 

We seek the Peace, Joy, Love and 
Hope of the Advent season again with a 
whole new set of circumstances, yet the 
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eternal truths remain steadfast. We 
yearn, we wait, we prepare during this 
season of Advent, seeking the Peace, 
Joy, Love and Hope. In 2018, we know 
that, despite all, all of those things come 
to us again in the birth of our Savior and 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

This year, we asked some WellsFolk 
to reflect on the themes of Advent —
Peace, Joy, Love and Hope. These 
reflections by Mark Weilenman, Kim 
Coalter, Dian Parkinson and Jill Conner 
Browne along with this beautiful artwork 
by Ken Hodges, explore those eternal 
longings in context of this Advent 
season of 2018, which they have done 
so lovingly and well. 

Those reflections follow: 
See Advent Joy, Page 2 

A Publication of Wells Church  
       

— Artwork by Ken Hodges 
 

Hensarling 

WELL    PRING 
PRING 

A United Methodist Congregation
                       

See Advent 2018, Page 4 



Wells United Methodist Church  

Page 2 

Wells Memorial United Methodist Church Staff 
Heather Hensarling      Nancy Moore Ashley Rogers 
Senior Pastor    Choir Director Children’s Ministry Director 

Dr. Jeff Parker    Jamie Ward  Krystal Jackson  
Minister of Counseling     Accompanist  Creative Arts Coordinator 

Jane Everly    David Hampton Kay Olliver     
Pastoral Assistant    Pastoral Assistant  Treasurer 

Loy Moncrief     Elaine Collins       
Landscape Supervisor    Nursery Coordinator   

2019 Bailey Ave � Jackson, MS 39213 � 601-353-0658 
admin@wellschurch.org � www.wellschurch.org  

 

 

 

2

acknowledging the tragedies of the world 
and God’s capacity to deliver the least, 
the last and the lost, (2) not allowing 
tragedy to steal our joy, and (3) using 
our own God-given joy in Christ to help 
transform tragedies into triumphs. Let us 
take comfort in Jeremiah 32 and 33, 
Isaiah 12:2-6, and Revelation 21:1-7.    

Jeremiah reflects the spiritual struggle 
between the people and God. Jeremiah 
wonders if he’s made the right decision 
purchasing land when the circumstances 
of Judah and Israel are so pitiful. But he 
acts on faith and learns later that 
Yahweh will gather back those in exile. 

I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them, never to draw back from 
doing good to them….I will rejoice in 
doing good to them, and I will plant 
them in this land….with all my heart 
and all my soul. (Jeremiah 32:37b-41) 

Jeremiah witnesses that God really 
does deliver the least, the last and the 
lost. And so, this Christmas, with 
confidence, let us look tragedy in the eye 
and proclaim, “I will enter this season of 
Advent love with deep, deep gratitude!” 

At one time or another, most of us 
have felt our joy come to a standstill. It is 
as if our spirit and will to carry on have 
become paralyzed. Isaiah 12 describes 
Yahweh’s paralyzing anger with the 
people. Just as quickly he proclaims: 

Surely God is my salvation; I will 
trust, and will not be afraid, for the 
LORD GOD is my strength and my 
might; he has become my salvation. 

Advent Joy 
(continued from page 1) 
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With joy [you] will draw water from the 
wells of salvation. (Isaiah 12:2-3) 

The well of salvation never dries up! If 
we can make our way there, tragedy 
cannot steal our joy. And so, this 
Christmas, we look tragedy in the eye 
and proclaim, “I will enter this season of 
Advent joy with deep, deep gratitude!” 

Finally, it is not enough to look tragedy 
in the eye. We are called to be part of the 
solution! It is God’s joy in us that has the 
power to transform a broken and hurting 
world into a new heaven and a new 
earth. Why? Because: 

God will dwell with them; they will 
be God’s people, and God will be with 
them; God will wipe away every tear 
from our eyes. Death will be no more; 
Mourning and crying and pain will be 
no more. (Revelation 21:3b-4a) 

Because God dwells within us, our joy 
helps transform the world. And so, this 
Christmas, we look tragedy in the eye 
and proclaim, “I will enter this season of 
Advent with deep, deep gratitude!” 

I may weep at the tragedies of this 
world, but as a beloved child of God, I 
also weep tears of joy from deep, deep 
gratitude. As we count our blessings and 
consider our pain, let us also look for 
every manifestation of Christ in the world. 
Let us look for the places where God’s 
Advent love, joy and transformation must 
flow from us and break in like the dawn, 
declaring, “Behold! Light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness did not 
overcome it.” (John 1:5) 

Write Heather at 
heatherhensarling@wellschurch.org 

Dec. 1 Howard Ballou 

Dec. 3 Jonathan Huddleston, 
Peggy Jennings 

Dec. 4 Margaret Chambliss, Bob 
Kersh, Bob Nevels  

Dec. 8 Don Boykin 

Dec. 10 Ethan Perkins, Vickie 
Stewart 

Dec. 11 Linda Brewer 

Dec. 13 Raymond McNulty 

Dec. 14 Sarah Parker Bedi, Carson 
Furniss 

Dec. 15 John Dollarhide 

Dec. 16 Dave Deardorf, Lorene 
Nevels 

Dec. 21 Duke Garraway 

Dec. 22 Ken Bedi, Margie Prine 

Dec. 23 Zeily Orozco Hernandez, 
John Stark 

Dec. 24 Richard McGinnis 

Dec. 25 Dora Boaz, Maria 
Robinson 

Dec. 27 Wesley Benson 

Dec. 29 Valerie Henderson 

Dec. 30 Michelle Young 

Dec. 31 John Everly, Pam Hynes, 
Rick Kelly 

If your birthday is in December and 
isn’t listed here or is listed 
incorrectly, please let us know. 
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2018 Wells Church Giving 
 
Based on the approved 2018 Budget, 
$67,104.50 is needed monthly to support 
the church’s operations and ministries. 

2018 Tithes and Offerings: 

Jan. $48,264.13 July   $60,039.12 
Feb. $45,265.00 Aug.   $45,481.33 
March $42,221.00 Sept.   $50,389.00 
April $54,527.48 Oct.   $37,544.35 
May $48,540.49 Nov.   $ 
June $45,343.44 Dec.   $ 
 

Then and Now 
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling 

As we close in on the end of another year, we begin to reflect on our year, 
intentionally inviting the past into the present. At the same time, we all have 
experiences from the past that live with us today — no invitation needed. 

We can’t change the past. What has happened has happened, 
and what has not has not. What we can do is change our 
relationship to the past.  

The way we think and feel about what has happened is not 
carved in stone; our thoughts and feelings can change in ways 
that transform our experience of the past. 

Offering forgiveness is one way we can change how we relate to the past. The 
resentment we’ve nurtured for years can be exposed to the light of day and 
redeemed by the Grace of God. In the process we are freed from its toxicity. 
Some have suffered in deep and prolonged ways and live each day not just with 
the memory, but also with enduring and even disabling consequences. While we 
are called to forgive, we are not prescribed a timeline. “Premature forgiveness is 
like unripe fruit” is one of many words of wisdom contained in “The Sunflower” by 
Simon Wiestenthal. Forgiveness might culminate in an act, but its approach is a 
process that must be patiently honored. 

Asking forgiveness is another way we can change how we relate to the past. 
In this case, maybe what we bring into today is guilt and avoidance. With 
forgiveness, guilt can be replaced by acceptance and peace, and avoidance by 
fellowship and maybe even friendship.  

Therapy offers yet another way to change how we relate to the past. 
Cognitively oriented therapy focuses on the interpretations and meaning we 
attach to past events, seeking to identify distortions that in turn and twist our 
emotions and behaviors. Once we become aware of such distortions, we have 
the opportunity to tweak them in a more accurate direction. Some forms of 
therapy explicitly dive into the past, aiming to identify and resolve conflicts, 
struggles, urges and desires about which we lack awareness. We might be 
unaware because at the time we lacked the ability to comprehend and 
understand, or maybe because the conflicts, struggles, urges and desires were 
essentially wearing masks: they came in disguise and our experience today is 
thus in relation to the disguise rather than to what really happened. 

So our past is not past at all. We bring some of our past into today, and it 
helps shape what we think, how we feel, what we do and how we relate to 
others. This presents opportunity for members of our Community of Faith to 
express its commitment to Loving, Caring and Sharing. It presents another 
chance to embrace and encourage each other, to forgive and to ask forgiveness.  

We might pray together, “Lord, as we look ahead, help us each to refine our 
experience of our past in such a way as to liberate us from those things that 
separate us from you and each other. Lend us clear vision so that our thoughts, 
feelings and behavior are not built on distortions. As we again await your Son, 
we lift this prayer with hope and thanksgiving.” 

  
Write Jeff at drjparker@comcast.net 

Parker 

There will be special services and 
programs this Christmas season. 

The Wells Choir Christmas Concert 
will be at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16. 

The Wells Christmas Party will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 19. 
This is our traditional potluck dinner 
with a light and fun program. 

This year, we will return to our two 
special Christmas Eve services, one at 
5:30 p.m. and one at 11 p.m.  

Let us celebrate Christ’s birth 
together as the Wells family.  

Angel Tree to Help 
Children’s Home 
 

Newsbrief 2 
Headline 

Special Activities, 
Worship Planned 
 

This year Wells joins with Methodist 
Children’s Home to help make 
Christmas a little brighter for the many 
children, youth and young adults 
served by this wonderful ministry.  

Methodist Children’s Home was the 
2018 WellsFest recipient. Their fiscal 
responsibility, Christian witness, and 
commitment to “Children First! Families 
Always!” makes them a wonderful 
choice for this year’s Angel Tree. You’ll 
find the “angels” on the tree located in 
the Tonkel Fellowship Center. When 
you take an angel, be sure to complete 
the short form on the back and leave it 
in the church office.  

All donations are due no later than 
noon on Sunday, Dec. 16. For more 
information call the church office at 
601-353-0658.   
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We can be peacemakers, peace 
sharers, and full of peace.  

“I have told you these things, so that 
in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 

“For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” (Luke 2:11-14) 

Peace. I think I get it now. 

 

JOY 
By Kim Coalter 

The day I received David Hampton’s 
request to write about “joy,” I was 
overflowing with anxiety. It was a dreary 
day, we had particularly nasty calls from 
constituents, and I was worried sick 
about a dog I was trying to help. I was 
stressed about my job status, my future, 
the state of the nation, my hair, my 
house, money or lack thereof, the 
holidays, all the people and animals 
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Peace 
by Mark Weilenman 

Peace. 

I’m not feeling it. 

Peace. 

Can we slow down 
enough, calm down 
enough… to see it, hear it, 
experience it, and, better 
yet, share it? 

Peace. 

I don’t really know what it is.  

Peace. 

Is it “out there” or is it “in here”? 

My father’s favorite Bible verse was 
Psalms 46:10, “Be still and know that I 
am God.” The Hebrew definition of this 
Old Testament verse is to “let go” or 
“surrender.” In some ways, to me at 
least, this could mean “stop fighting!”  

In Colossians 3:15, we are reminded 
to “Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body 
you were called to peace. And be 
thankful.” 

We do not live in peaceful times. If 
you’re a parent, you may have had your 
child blame you for the mess the world is 
in. (I have.) Likewise, you may have 
blamed your parents for the mess the 
world was in when you were younger. (I 
did.) I was raised during the Vietnam 
War and served during Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm; my father served 
during World War II and his father 
served during World War I. Where is the 
peace? 

But the peace we can experience, 
that we can claim for our own, comes 
from within. We can celebrate a peace 
that is bigger than our current 
circumstances. We can create a peace 
that permeates our walls and the lives of 
those we come into contact with.  

“If it is possible, as far as it depends 
on you, live at peace with everyone.” 
(Romans 12:18) 
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suffering in the cold, etc., etc. So, it was 
almost laughable that particular day that 
anyone thought I would be one to write 
about joy. I said to myself, “OK, Kim. 
Pull it together for Wells!”  

I am a smiler. I have 
carried that smile even 
when my world was falling 
apart. Maybe on some 
level, even as a child, I 
learned the “Fake it ‘til you 
make it” routine. To tell you  

the truth, it actually works for me. 
Actions bring about feelings.  

Having shared that, I do not believe 
we are required to put on a happy face 
for the world 24/7. Being a Christian is 
not all sunshine and roses. Rather, it 
means to follow Jesus and do our best 
to live by his example. He is said to have 
been fully human. I am perplexed by 
preachers and teachers who try to dress 
him up as otherwise. Nope. He had a 
temper, could be cheeky, and he 
certainly grieved, hurt and suffered. The 
story goes that he was filled with such 
terror that he sweated blood. He loved 
with all his heart, and I am pretty sure 
that he disliked a few folks.  

Fully. Human.  

If sadness, anger and fear were OK 
for Jesus, I feel that those emotions are 

Advent 2018 
(continued from page 1) 

A SEASON OF PREPARATION 

ADVENT 

Coalter 

Weilenman 
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you take, I'll be watching you” (The 
Police). Strangely enough I think of 
nothing neither sinister nor disturbing by 
these words; just an all-knowing, loving 
God who watches over us. God loves us 
in spite of ourselves and He wants us to 
know Him intimately, one on one so that 
we can truly experience His Love. How 
do we get this intimate Love 
experience? We get it by being 
intentional in our prayer lives. Not by just 
petitioning, praising and thanking, but 
also spending time in His presence, 
meditating on His word and keeping it in 
our hearts. Basking in His presence with 
silence and solitude; getting to know the 
one who already loves and knows us. If 
you are not already basking in the 
presence of God, start now during this 
Advent Season and Prepare to continue 
this Love Affair with the One who Loves 
you. His Love is contagious and you’ll 
want to pass it on. Always Love, Always. 
(Keith Tonkel) 

Let thy unwearied and tender love to 
me make my love unwearied and tender 
to my neighbor, zealous to pray for and 
to procure and promote his health and 
safety, ease and happiness; and active 
to comfort, succor, and relieve all whom 
thy love and their own necessities 
recommend to my charity. Make me 
peaceable and reconcilable, easy to 
forgive, and glad to return good for evil. 
Make me like thyself, all kindness and 
benignity, all goodness and gentleness, 
all meekness and longsuffering. And, O 
thou Lover of souls, raise in me a 
compassionate zeal to save the life, the 
eternal life, of souls, and to reclaim the 
wicked and win them to thy love. (John 
Wesley, First Collection of Prayers) 
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probably OK for me as well. I am in no 
way implying that I am equal to Jesus. 
He was also God incarnate, and I am 
not that; but for Advent, I embrace that 
God sent us the perfect gift, in that He 
sent someone like us who also 
happened to have the capability to save 
the world. Isn’t that wonderful? To know 
there is nothing I experience that he 
cannot understand.  

For God so loved (and loves) the 
“world” – that includes me and all my 
humanness. This brings me the deepest, 
most genuine kind of joy. 

 

LOVE 
By Dian Parkinson 

My thoughts on love for the Advent 
season are best expressed in these 
words from scripture, Keith Tonkel and 
John Wesley. 

 “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 
For God did not send his 
Son into the world to  

condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not believed 
in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
This is the verdict: Light has come into 
the world, but people loved darkness 
instead of light because their deeds 
were evil.” (John 3:16-19, NIV) 

We are all worldly beings. We all have 
loved or have been loved at sometime.  
When we love, we long to be with the 
one we love all the time. We make an 
intentional effort to be around them, we 
can feel them in the breaths that we 
take, our thoughts are constantly on 
them and we can’t wait for that next 
encounter. That’s the way it should be 
with Jesus, the Lover of our Souls. Just 
think, God loves us so much that He 
gave His son as a human sacrifice.  
“Every breath you take, every move you 
make, every bond you break, every step 
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HOPE 
By Jill Conner Browne 

In modern English, the word “hope” is 
an abstract term — it describes a desire 
we would like to see fulfilled.  It smacks 
of wishful daydreaming and that is fine 
for when I “hope” I win the Mega-
Millions. When I consider how to live 
without all-consuming anxiety in this 
world — and what I count on in the 
world to come — that description of 
“hope” is so woefully inadequate as to 
be terrifying. By that definition, life is 
decidedly hope-less. 

In the Old Testament, the 
word “hope” is a Hebrew 
word, TIKVAH, meaning 
NOT “wish” or “longing” as it 
has come to be used today, 
but rather EXPECTATION 
and it is described visually 

as a bound cord — something strong 
that can be seen and grasped, real 
enough to cling to and NOT out of 
reach. The word first appears in Joshua 
with the story of Rahab and the Scarlet 
Cord, where we see salvation promised 
and delivered and all that was required 
was belief and trust. 

In the New Testament, “hope” is a 
Greek word used as both a verb and a 
noun — to describe confidently 
expecting with sure certainty that the 
Promises in the Word WERE and ARE 
and WILL BE True.  This hope does not 
offer us an escape from reality or from 
life’s problems — instead it gives us 
Power to live in any situation without 
fear, indeed with peace and joy, 
regardless of our circumstances. 

Those interpretations of hope are 
considered to be archaic by today’s 
standards and that is hardly surprising, 
but the Promises are not given as the 
world gives and they cannot be received 
as the world does. As you read 
Scriptures about Hope — try substituting 
words like “assurance,” “guarantee” and 
“promise” and remember that the One 
Who Made Heaven and Earth — out of 
nothing — is the One Who Offers the 
Hope and all we have to do is believe 
and trust.  He IS Able.  

Conner-Browne 

Parkinson 
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10 a.m.  
Kids Day Out 
  

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

12:15 p.m. Board Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Supper  
 
7 p.m. Children’s 
Power House, 
Youth Group, Adult 
Classes 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
7 p.m.  
Wells Book Club 
at Campbell Home 
 

5:15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Supper  
 
7 p.m. Children’s 
Power House, 
Youth Group, Adult 
Classes 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Choir Dress 
Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 

16 16 18 19 20 21 22 
7:15 a.m. Men’s 
Breakfast 

8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

 

6:30 p.m. Choir Christmas 
Presentation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
8 a.m. 
Neighborhood 
Ministries 
 
 

 
6:30 p.m. Church 
Christmas Party 
(Potluck)  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School  

 

 

30 
8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship  

10 a.m. Sunday School 

5:30 p.m. Christmas 
Eve Service 
11 p.m. Christmas 
Eve Service 
 

31 
New Year’s Eve 
 

 

Christmas Break:  
Church Offices 
Closed  
No Tuesday 
Ministries 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Break:  
Church Offices 
Closed  
No Wednesday 
Activities 
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By Ashley Rogers  
Director, Children’s Ministry 

As a child, I loved the entire month of 
December. Oblivious to the stress of the 
adults bustling about around me, I 
soaked up the spirit of the carols, lights, 
decorations, cookies and everything 
else that heralds the approach of the big 
day. I thought everyone else felt the 
same way. 

As an adult, I now know 
that the demands of 
shopping, cleaning, 
decorating, cooking and 
wrapping can easily crowd 
out the joy of the season. 
Dec. 25 often feels less  

like a joyful pinnacle and more like a 
sigh of relief. Does it have to be this 
way? 

During the first Sunday of December, 
we will begin celebrating the season of 
Advent as a whole church, and 
specifically with our children. If you have 
a young one that is a regular or that 
maybe wants to try things out, this is the 
perfect opportunity! 

In the upcoming weeks at church, the 
service will begin with a family lighting 

By Jane Streets 

As a child, I was “sent” to Sunday 
school and rarely attended church. As 
an adult, I had visited many churches 
but had decided that there wasn’t a 
church where I was a “fit.”  

In 2002, my nephew, 
Jay, was given the 
frightening diagnosis of 
acute myeloid leukemia 
with cerebrospinal fluid 
involvement. Jay spent 
time with us every 

summer and was like a son to us. He’s 
also the only child of my sister, a single 
parent. I was devastated. I begged God 
to save Jay and, regardless, to help us 
through this. 

Coincidentally (I think not), Keith 
spoke at a group meeting that I rarely 
attended – I hadn’t been there in over a 
year. Then, just a week later, I met a 
Wells member for the first time who 
suggested I try Wells when I told her 
that I had given up on conventional 
religion. 

That was two people showcasing 
Wells, and I thought, perhaps, this could 
be an answer to my prayer begging for 
support. In the event that God was 
actually trying to tell me something, I 
thought I had better give the church a 
try.	

I attended Wells the next Sunday and 
finally felt a peace and comfort that I so 
badly needed. And, like so many of the 
congregants here, the rest is history.	

It’s truly a miracle that Jay lived.  He 
is 34 years old now, a husband, a father 
and a police officer. I know God has a 
plan for both of us.	

Write Jane at 
janestreets104@gmail.com 

Why Wells?  

WellsFolk 
Contacts Not 
Coincidence 

2

the Advent wreath and sharing scripture 
and prayer to center all of our hearts to 
the anticipation of the season. If your 
family is in church in the weeks leading 
up to Christmas, allow your children to 
(carefully) examine the Advent wreath! 
What you’ll see is four candles in the 
greenery itself and a large white candle 
in the center. But what do they mean? 
The four candles in the wreath represent 
the four virtues Jesus brings us: Peace, 
Joy, Love, and Hope. In many churches, 
ours included, a pink candle is used to 
symbolize Joy. Each week of Advent, a 
new candle is lit and on Christmas 
morning, after much waiting, the Christ 
candle is lit to symbolize the fulfillment of 
God’s promise in the birth of Jesus 
Christ.  

Please don’t be a stranger this Advent 
season, or any season for that matter! 
This time of year is when community is 
most valuable, and Wells does 
“togetherness” like no place else. 

May this season of Advent help us all 
to practice patience and find new ways 
to exemplify those Christ-like virtues of 
Peace, Joy, Love, and Hope.  

Write Ashley at 
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org 

Advent Teaches the 
Virtues Christ Brings 

Rogers 

Streets 
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By Nancy Moore  
Choir Director  

One of our most beloved carols, “Silent 
Night,” turns 200 years old this year.   

During the four Sundays 
of Advent, we will celebrate 
the message of this beautiful 
carol and highlight its call on 
our lives that can guide us all 
year long. Our Advent series 
is influenced by a worship  

plan called “Calm and Bright: Celebrating 
200 Years of Silent Night,” by worship 
design artist, Marsha McFee.   

During the four Sundays of Advent, we 
will use as our emphasis four key words 
of the carol: Peace, Joy, Love and Hope.   

A special song has been composed for 
use in the service each week entitled, “We 
Need a Silent Night,” a lovely song about 
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Many of our fabulous soloists and 
instrumental musicians will offer songs 
of the season.  Come hear our own 
Krystal Jackson sing “Rejoice Greatly,” 
the familiar aria from Handel’s 
“Messiah.”  String players from Power 
Academic and Performing Arts Complex 
will join us once again along with our 
own Margaret Pigott on cello. The 
program will culminate with an exciting 
Nigerian Christmas song entitled, 
“Betelehemu,” or Bethlehem. Jody 
Walker, Ken Hodges, Henry Walker and 
Jordan Strachan will be the 
percussionists for the piece, using 
bongos, congas, tambourines and other 
auxiliary instruments.   

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS 
CONCERT!  

Write Nancy at 
nancymoore@wellschurch.org 
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finding peace in a time of disharmony 
and division. McFee says, “In the 
troubled world in which we live today, 
we truly need a message of hope and 
comfort.” 

The choir has been hard at work 
preparing a delightful evening of 
Christmas music to be performed at 
6:30 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 16. The 
program consists of newly composed 
Christmas songs as well as many 
familiar carols, including “Lo, How a 
Rose” (with a modern twist), and “Joy 
to the World.”    
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