To Our First-Time Guests...
Welcome to Wells Church. Please know that you are truly
welcome and that you can be at ease here. Wells is a United
Methodist congregation, but we consider ourselves one vine of
Christ seeking to love God and love one another as we seek
and serve our Lord Jesus. If you want to know more about
Wells, please visit our website, wellschurch.org, or feel free to
talk with our pastor, staff or ushers. We respect your privacy
and will not ask you to fill out forms, but you may fill out a pew
card to request information or be added to our mailing lists if
you wish.
Your infants, toddlers and preschoolers are welcome in our
warm, nurturing and well-supervised nursery. A room is also
available at the back of the sanctuary where you may see and
hear the service while you care for your children’s needs.
Restrooms are available down the stairs in the main entry
foyer. Restrooms are also available through the right door at
the front of the sanctuary.
Although all gifts are always welcomed to support God’s
work through the church, you are our guest and we seek to
give to you today. Please do not feel obligated to participate in
the offering.
We hope you will join in all aspects of worship. The
communion table is open to all. Holy Communion is served at
the altar by intinction during the early service. There is no
ushering. If you wish to receive, please come to the altar, take
the bread and dip the cup and return to your seat.
Again, you are very welcome at Wells Church and we hope
you will come again and consider making Wells your church
home.
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Seventh Sunday of Easter
LIFE OF THE CHURCH
PRELUDE

Church Musicians

INVITATION

James Mason, Lay Minister (8:30 a.m.)
Jeff Parker, Lay Minister (11 a.m.)

CALL TO WORSHIP

“Come, Share the Lord”
Wells Choir

† OPENING SENTENCES
Leader: When we stumble and our faith falters, God’s
faithfulness bears us along.
People: When our spirits soar and our faith grows strong,
God’s faithfulness lifts us to new heights of devotion.
Prayer: We thank you, dear God, that your faithfulness
endures forever. Today we will lift our hearts in
praise to you. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.
† HYMN OF PRAISE

“Come, Thou Almighty King”
Verses 1, 2, 3, Hymnal 61

† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Hymnal 881

PASSING THE PEACE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
† HYMN OF CONSECRATION
SHARED SCRIPTURE

“Jesus, United by Thy Grace”
Verse 1, Hymnal 561
Psalm 97:1-6, Hymnal 817

GLORIA PATRI
GIVING GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
† DOXOLOGY

Hymnal 95

THE WORD OF GOD READ

John 5:1-9

ANTHEM

“Jesus Is All the World to Me”
Wells Choir

THE WORD OF GOD PREACHED

“If Only”
Rev. Trey Harper

FIRST SUNDAY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
† SHARED BENEDICTION

“May the Lord Bless You”

† Please stand in body or in spirit.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
John 5:1-9 (NCV)

Welcome to Wells Church. School is out, and we have entered
headlong into the summer holiday season. We’re glad to be
together here this day. Welcome, dear friends and friends we’ve
not yet met!
We offer our warmest welcome to Rev. Trey Harper, who will
provide today’s message. Trey currently serves as Director of
Spiritual Formation for the Mississippi Annual Conference, UMC.
Next Sunday, we’ll hear from Bill “Lynn” Eddy. Bill is a missionary
in Spain who grew up in Wells Church. Our church supports his
ministry.
Our youth group and chef Rick Kelly will be serving up seafood
et al gumbo for lunch after Sunday school and after the 11 a.m.
service today. $6 will purchase a meal of gumbo with rice, garlic
bread, dessert and drink. All funds raised go to support the youth
group’s trip to Lake Junaluska. Dine in or take out!
The Administrative Council will meet today in the Tonkel
Fellowship Center immediately following the 11 a.m. worship
service.
The Wells DayStars Creative and Performing Arts Camp is
scheduled for July 8-19. Participants (rising grades 2-9) rotate
through classes in faith foundations, vocal music, acting, creative
art and dance/movement, culminating in a fully staged production
of Schoolhouse Rock Live! Jr. For more information, to volunteer
or to register a child, please contact children’s director Ashley
Rogers. The performances will be at 6 p.m. Friday, July 19 and 11
a.m. Saturday, July 20.
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Later Jesus went to Jerusalem for a special feast. In
Jerusalem there is a pool with five covered porches, which is
called Bethesda in the Hebrew language. This pool is near the
3
Sheep Gate. Many sick people were lying on the porches
beside the pool. Some were blind, some were crippled, and
some were paralyzed, and they waited for the water to move.
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Sometimes an angel of the Lord came down to the pool and
stirred up the water. After the angel did this, the first person to
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go into the pool was healed from any sickness he had. A man
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was lying there who had been sick for thirty-eight years. When
Jesus saw the man and knew that he had been sick for such a
long time, Jesus asked him, “Do you want to be well?”
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The sick man answered, “Sir, there is no one to help me get
into the pool when the water starts moving. While I am coming
to the water, someone else always gets in before me.”
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Then Jesus said, “Stand up. Pick up your mat and walk.”
And immediately the man was well; he picked up his mat and
began to walk.
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The day this happened was a Sabbath day.

Our regular Wednesday children and youth ministries are on
summer break. These ministries will resume the first Wednesday
after Labor Day.
The Tuesday Food Pantry could use some extra canned veggies
and jars of peanut butter. Volunteers are also welcome.

WELLS WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
TODAY

Worship Services
8:30 and 11 a.m.
Sunday School
10 a.m.
Administrative Council Meeting
12:15 p.m.

MONDAY

Yoga

5:30 p.m.

TUESDAY

Neighborhood Outreach Ministries

8-10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Choir Practice
Prayer Meeting

5:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH GROUP
Buy a seafood gumbo lunch after Sunday School or
after the 11 a.m. service. All proceeds go toward
the youth trip to Lake Junaluska in two weeks.

