To Our First-Time Guests...

POTLUCK SUPPER at 6:30 p.m.
FUN FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS OF ALL AGES
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 16, 2019
For more info, contact ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org

Welcome to Wells Church. Please know that you are truly
welcome and that you can be at ease here. Wells is a United
Methodist congregation, but we consider ourselves one vine of
Christ seeking to love God and love one another as we seek
and serve our Lord Jesus. If you want to know more about
Wells, please visit our website, wellschurch.org, or feel free to
talk with one of our pastors, staff or ushers. We respect your
privacy and will not ask you to fill out forms, but you may fill
out a pew card to request information or be added to our
mailing lists if you wish.
Your infants, toddlers and preschoolers are welcome in our
warm, nurturing and well-supervised nursery. A “cry room”
also is available at the back of the sanctuary, where you may
listen to the service while you care for your children’s needs.
Restrooms are available down the stairs in the main entry
foyer. Restrooms are also available through the right door at
the front of the sanctuary.
Although all gifts are always welcomed to support God’s
work through the church, you are our guest and we seek to
give to you today. Please do not feel obligated to participate in
the offering.
We hope you will join in all aspects of worship. The
communion table is open to all. Holy Communion is served at
the altar by intinction during the early service. There is no
ushering. If you wish to receive, please come to the altar, take
the bread and dip the cup and return to your seat.
Again, you are very welcome at Wells Church and we hope
you will come again and consider making Wells your church
home.

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING PARADE
7:15 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 19
Join us in honoring the legacy of Dr. King, and be part of
our church’s witness to the community as we affirm the
message of peace and justice Dr. King preached.
We’ll meet at Wells Church at 7:15 a.m. and depart
promptly at 7:30 a.m. to secure our place in the parade
lineup near Freedom Corner.
Contact Dr. Ken Simon or Tommy Naugle for details.

Wells Memorial United
Methodist Church

A UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATION

Rev. Heather Hensarling
Senior Pastor

2019 Bailey Avenue, Jackson, MS 39213 | www.wellschurch.org
601-353-0658 | www.facebook.com/wells.church.14

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019

WELLS CHURCH
Loving • Caring • Sharing

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019

WELLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Loving  Caring  Sharing

First Sunday after Epiphany / Baptism of the Lord
“You are my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.”
— Luke 3:22b (CEB)

LIFE OF THE CHURCH
PRELUDE
Church Musicians
INVITATION
Stephanie Hodges, Lay Minister (8:30 a.m.)
Michael Pittman, Lay Minister (11 a.m.)
CALL TO WORSHIP
“Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”
Choir
† OPENING SENTENCES
Leader: Today we remember our baptism and give thanks.
People: Today we ask the waters to wash over us once
more, renewing our life in Christ. Hear the Good
News. In the name of Christ, we are forgiven!
Hallelujah!
Prayer: Gracious Creator, as we gather in your name, guide
and direct our hearts and minds that our focus will
be on you and you alone. In the name of Christ,
Amen.
† HYMN OF PRAISE
“When Jesus Came to Jordan”
All Verses, Hymnal 252
† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Hymnal 883
PASSING THE PEACE
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
† HYMN OF CONSECRATION
“Baptized in Water”
(lyrics in bulletin)
SHARED SCRIPTURE
Psalm 29:1-11, Hymnal 761
GLORIA PATRI
GIVING GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS
† DOXOLOGY
Hymnal 95
THE WORD OF GOD READ
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
ANTHEM
“Come to the Water”
Choir
THE WORD OF GOD PREACHED “It’s Not Just About the Water”
Rev. Heather Hensarling
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION (8:30 a.m.)
† HYMN OF INVITATION “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”
Verse 1, Hymnal 500
†SHARED BENEDICTION
“May the Lord Bless You”
Holy Communion is available in the alcove at the close
of the 11 a.m. service.
† Please stand in body or in spirit.

Welcome to Wells Church. We are glad you’re here. We hope
that as we reflect on the baptism of Jesus this day it might prompt
each of us to reflect on our own baptism (or potential baptism) and
give thanks for the grace and unconditional love of Jesus Christ.
The new year is an opportunity to get more involved in one of
the lay leadership/ministry groups. A list of church leaders was
published in the January WellSpring. Annual leadership training for
church laity is set for Jan. 26 from 8:30 a.m. to noon at Galloway
UMC. Register at https://www.mississippi-umc.org/events.
Our 20-week Stephen Ministry training will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 23. Please contact Glenda Ferguson at
glendaferguson@comcast.net or 601-942-7745 to learn more.
Men’s Breakfast is at 7:15 a.m. next Sunday, Jan. 20. The
young men are speaking this month — Cameron and Graham
Williams, Ian Watson, Luke and Noah Mason and Taylor Eide.
Everyone is invited to come hear from and support our youth.
A Listening Session with the Mississippi delegation to the 2019
Called Session of General Conference will be held at 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 20, at Christ UMC, 6000 Old Canton Road in
Jackson. This will be an opportunity to share concerns, thoughts
and prayers with those who will represent the Mississippi
Conference at the General Conference as it considers issues
relating to human sexuality and church unity. The Called Session
of General Conference will take place Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis, Mo.
The 2019 Daily Bible Reading Guide is one way to be intentional
about Bible Study. Pick one up at the main entrance or download
from http://wellschurch.org/member-resources/documents.
Altar flowers are given by Snookie Bower in loving memory of
her son, Johnny Bower. Entrance flowers are given by Kevin
Newman in celebration of Steve Greenough’s 60th birthday, which
was Thursday, Jan. 10.

WELLS WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
TODAY

Worship Services
Sunday School

MONDAY

Yoga

5:30 p.m.

TUESDAY

Neighborhood Outreach Ministries

8-10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Choir Rehearsal
Family Game Night / Potluck Supper

5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY

Yoga

5:30 p.m.

8:30 and 11 a.m.
10 a.m.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 3:15-17 (CEB)
15

The people were filled with expectation, and everyone
wondered whether John might be the Christ. 16 John replied to
them all, “I baptize you with water, but the one who is more
powerful than me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the strap
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
17
The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the husks is in his
hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the wheat
into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be
put out.”
Luke 3:21-22 (CEB)
21

When everyone was being baptized, Jesus also was
baptized. While he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the
Holy Spirit came down on him in bodily form like a dove. And
there was a voice from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I
dearly love; in you I find happiness.”

Baptized in Water
(Sung to the Tune of “Morning Has Broken”)

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
cleansed by the blood of Christ our King;
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise
faithfully now God’s praise we sing.
Baptized in water, sealed by the spirit,
marked with the sign of Christ our King;
born of one Father, we are his children
joyfully now God’s praise we sing.

