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May We Seek
To ‘See All
the People’
By Heather Hensarling
Senior Pastor
Recently the United Methodist
General Board of Discipleship has been
promoting a ministry called “See All the
People.” The website states:
“Discipleship Ministries believes that for
too long the United Methodist Church
has looked for a quick fix to help guide
our discipleship efforts.”

The same could be said
of all mainline
denominations. We like a
quick fix. We want someone
to come up with the
program for making
Hensarling
disciples. Then we want to
take that program and use it like a
template. If we just work hard enough to
fit into the template that someone else
created for us, we will grow disciples.
“See All the People” is not the latest
fancy template for growing disciples. It
simply reminds us that sometimes we
make things harder than they need to
be. We don’t need a fancy program
because “discipleship begins with
relationship.” It’s not about “fixing
churches,” it’s about getting to know
each other and getting to know the
people in our surrounding community.
The word disciple is hard to define.
One of the best, most concise
definitions of what it means to be a
disciple comes from Junius Dotson,
See All the People, Page 2

One of the simple, but important things churches do to ensure the safety of all children is to have
windows in all classrooms, so all activities are easily viewed and open.

Wells Stresses Safe
Sanctuary Guidelines
By David Hampton
Pastoral Assistant

children and vulnerable adults who are
part of our church family.

Vickie White, director of Connectional
The safest, most comfortable and
Ministries and Communications at the
affirming place should be the church.
Mississippi Conference, led a session
That should be true for everyone at
every church, but especially for children. on Safe Sanctuaries on April 4. The
session was attended by Wells Sunday
That is what Safe
school teachers, nursery workers,
Sanctuary is all
volunteers with children and youth and
about and why it is
others who have an interest in helping
of high importance to
to chaperone or volunteer with our
Wells Church. Safe
children.
Sanctuary is our
White said Safe Sanctuary training is
ministry of care and protection for
about being “better equipped to be in
children, youth and vulnerable adults.
ministry with children and youth and
WellsFolk recently got some updates
vulnerable adults.”
and instruction on ensuring that our
Safe Sanctuary policies help ensure
Safe Sanctuary policies and procedures
children and vulnerable adults are
are strong and effective in protecting

See Safe Sanctuaries, Page 4
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All the People
(continued from page 1)

Brooke McDonald, Susan
Richter

general secretary for the Board of
Discipleship: “A disciple is one who
knows Christ, is growing in Christ,
serving Christ and sharing Christ.”
Knowing, Growing, Serving, Sharing. But
Dotson concedes that there is both
personal and corporate discipleship, and
both are essential. One is about our own
individual growth in faith. The other is
about the church, as a whole, providing
opportunities for people to grow and
mature in their faith. And, while I love the
Sunday service, it takes more than three
hymns, an anthem and a sermon to
make disciples.

May 2

Kaylin Allen

Consider this passage from Matthew’s
gospel:

May 4

David Moody

May 8

Jeanne Rozman

May 1

May 10 Hunter McGee
May 12 Martha Stockstill
May 13 Florence Cooper, Reid
Newton
May 15 Chet Hollomon
May 16 Nancy Alford
May 17 Deborah Ballou
May 18 James Martin
May 21 Harold DeKay
May 22 Cynthia Thomas

When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the laborers are few; therefore ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:35-38,
NRSV)
We sit in the middle of a beautiful
community. Every afternoon between
Monday and Friday the “popsicle kids”
stop by the church. They’ve done this for
years. They leave Galloway Elementary
to walk home and stop off at the church
to say hello and get a popsicle.
Sometimes there are only three or four.
Sometimes there are 15 or 20. They live
within walking distance of our church.
These are the people. Do we see them?

another on Sunday morning, Wednesday
night, Tuesday morning, at meetings?
What does it mean to know one another?
It starts at home, in our own relationships
to the people with whom we share
worship every Sunday. It’s hard to “see
all the people,” unless we first see one
another.
The writer of Acts knew the challenges
of the early church and made this
recommendation:
Pay careful attention to yourselves,
and to all the flock, in which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers to care for
the church of God. (Acts 20:28, NRSV)
Wells, we are overseers of one
another. As we continue to walk this
journey of the “new normal” together, let
us claim the great promise that
“discipleship begins with relationship.”
Let us make an extra effort to know one
another, to encourage one another and
to seek to be the Household of God
inside the walls, that we might be the
Household of God beyond the walls, too.
Write Heather at
heatherhensarling@wellschurch.org

2018 Wells Church Giving
Based on the approved 2018 Budget,
$67,104.50 is needed monthly to support
the church’s operations and ministries.
2018 Tithes and Offerings:
Jan.
Feb.
March
April
May
June

$48,264.13
$45,265.00
$42,221.00
$
$
$

July
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

$
$
$
$
$
$

May 23 Diane Braman, Polly Stokes
Barnes

What does it mean to truly see one

May 24 Jean Hawks

Wells Memorial United Methodist Church Staff

May 28 Richard Marquez
May 29 Jan Hawthorn, Janice
McNeil, Sherry Singleton
If your birthday is in May and isn’t
listed here or is listed incorrectly,
please let us know.
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Cursillo Renewal
Meetings Planned
Cursillo is a three-day experience
that looks at Christianity as a lifestyle
from a New Testament perspective.
It is a highly structured weekend
designed to strengthen
and renew the faith of
Christian people, and
through them, their
families, congregations
and the world in which
Campbell
they live. Cursillo is a
combined effort of laity and clergy
toward the renewal of the church.
During Cursillo, we study together in
singing, prayer, worship and
discussion. One will experience
God’s grace personally through the
prayers and acts of service of a
support community.
The purpose of the Methodist
Cursillo Movement is to be one of
the instruments to renew the world
by the fullness of Christ’s ministry
through the laity, deacons, ministers
and bishops. It is our aim to bring
Christians to a fuller personal
knowledge of their relationship to the
Lord Jesus Christ. Cursillo uses
meetings, groups of Christians who
share that common life in Christ, to
bring others to Him and to make the
world more Christlike. Cursillo asks
exactly what Baptism and
Confirmation asks of us and
provides a method to live that
commitment within the Church.
The Methodist Cursillos are held
at Camp Wesley Pines in Gallman
and Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford.
They are held from 6 p.m. on a
Thursday until 4 p.m. on a Sunday.
The 2018 dates at Wesley Pines are:
May 17-20; Aug. 11-14; Oct. 11-14;
and Nov. 29-Dec. 2. The Lake
Stephens date is Aug. 23-26.
If you are interested in more
information about Cursillo, please
visit the web site at
http://msumcursillo.org/ or see Greg
Campbell.
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Mental Health Awareness
By Dr. Jeff Parker, Minister of Counseling
Among the unique gifts offered by our community of faith is frank acceptance
of those with stigmatizing conditions. May was designated as Mental Health
Awareness Month back in 1949, adopting a different theme each year. This
year’s theme is “Risky Business,” which aims to draw attention to behaviors that
increase mental health risks, worsen mental health conditions or are signs of
mental illness. (mentalhealthamerica.net/may)

Parker

Mental illness refers to a sustained or repetitive extreme of
emotion, thought or behavior that causes problems in one or more
important domains of life. Relationships, physical health,
employment, conformance with personal values and ability to carry
out routine functions of daily life are all examples of central life
domains.

Depression,* anxiety,* and substance use disorders** are the three most
common mental health conditions among adults. The severity of each can range
from mild to debilitatingly severe. Substance use disorders carry a uniquely
powerful ability to cause pain and suffering among all those who love the
afflicted. Depression and substance abuse both carry the risk of death – either
intentional or accidental.
In a manner that I believe is true to the calling to which we have been called,
we have chosen to celebrate the gifts and lives of those among us who have
ended their own lives. We have turned ourselves toward comforting, walking the
path of grief, thankful behind it all for the gift of having loved. Know that if you
have concerns about someone’s will to live, it is OK to ask them about it. Asking
won’t make it worse and it can help turn the corner toward health.***
Thankfully, there are effective treatments for these most common of mental
health conditions. “Effective treatment” is not the same as “cure” – these are
chronic conditions that require ongoing care in the same manner as chronic
medical conditions such as high blood pressure or diabetes. In many cases there
are both effective medications and psychotherapies, with the combination of both
approaches often being best, especially in the moderate to severe cases.
Our society by in large considers mental illness shameful and in many cases
feels comfortable blaming the sufferer for their suffering. One consequence of
this is the persistence of needless pain and another is that conditions that might
respond to early intervention are permitted to become more severe.
Even with Wells’ openness and acceptance, we do not escape the effects of
stigma. Think about the content of our prayer requests. We pray about birth and
death, about illness and recovery, about interpersonal problems and about the
triumphs of relatedness. Rare, though, is the prayer for freedom from despair,
from fear or from the slavery to alcohol, drugs or loveless sex. Rev. Hensarling
and Rev. Brashier have set courageous examples we would do well to follow.
Prayer: “Lord, lead us toward every kind of health.”
*The National Institutes of Mental Health website has good information on mental health conditions, including
treatment options. nimh.nih.gov/index.shtml
**The National Institute of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse (NIAAA; niaaa.nih.gov/publications/brochures-and-factsheets) and the National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA; hdrugabuse.gov/drugs-abuse) provide good resources.
***The National Suicide Hotline is a great resource. Please put the number among contacts in your mobile phone.
suicidepreventionlifeline.org

Write Jeff at drjeffparker@comcast.net
Page 3
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Vickie White, director of Connectional Ministries and Communications at the Mississippi Conference UMC, leads a session on Safe
Sanctuaries for WellsFolk on April 4.

Safe Sancturies
(continued from page 1)

always safe and protected while at Wells
and participating in church activities.
There are specific guidelines and
procedures that Wells teachers and
volunteers follow, in addition to structural
and building requirements.

Surrounded with Love
“In all our ministries with
children and youth, this
congregation is committed
to demonstrating the love of
Jesus Christ so that each
child will be ‘surrounded by
steadfast love…established
in the faith and confirmed
and strengthened in the way
that leads to life eternal.’”

All teachers, volunteers and
chaperones undergo background checks
through the Mississippi Conference.
Sunday school rooms have windows
and activities include two adults. Some
(Baptismal Covenant 2, The
churches also may have “floaters,”
United Methodist Hymnal)
volunteers who walk around and check
on church activities to ensure everything
such as ensuring storage rooms and
is OK.
out-of-traffic rooms have locks and are
“One of the things we ask and require secured. Those recommendations were
for Safe Sanctuary, the gold standard, is
acted on in a recent meeting of the
for there to be two persons unrelated in
Trustees, and are in the process of
every classroom with children and
being completed.
youth,” she said. “Remember this is for
White stressed the importance of
protection of children and for those who
having
an up-to-date, comprehensive
are working with children. It is not an
Safe Sanctuary Policy. Wells does have
either/or, it is a both/and.”
a written Safe Sanctuary Policy, which
As part of White's visit, she toured the
was approved by a previous
Wells campus and made suggestions for
Administrative Board in 2015. It will be
structural changes to improve safety,
updated for this year’s board to review
Page 4

and approve. She complimented Wells
for having a written, approved policy.
Some of the main points include:
•

•
•

•

•

Volunteers and staff who work
with children shall be required to
authorize a background check and
sign a Safe Sanctuary
participation covenant.
Permission forms are required for
off-campus events.
No fewer than two leaders will be
present at all children and/or youth
events, on or off campus.
Sunday school classrooms and
nursery doors must have a
window.
Outside organizations that use
Wells facilities will abide by Safe
Sanctuary policies and
procedures.

If you would like a copy of our Safe
Sanctuary Policy, it is posted on our
website, wellschurch.org, under member
resources. You can also contact the
church office for a printed copy. If you
are interested in volunteering or plan to
be working with youth or children, please
contact the office for a background
check permission form.

“I spend a lot of time helping churches walk throu
it,” she said. “It doesn't do anyone any good if yo
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Time to Celebrate Galloway’s Greatest
Our friends at Galloway Elementary
are close to wrapping up another school
year, and it is time to celebrate the
successes of students and those who
guide them.
Wells will host its annual Galloway
Night on May 16. We will begin with a
potluck dinner at 6 p.m. followed by an
awards ceremony at 7 recognizing the

students with the highest grade point
average and the most improved student
for each grade. We also recognize the
teacher of the year and staff member of
the year, which are chosen by their
colleagues.
Please join us in supporting,
welcoming and celebrating this
important part of our church community.
with support and appreciation.

Summer Schedule
Begins This Month
School will soon be out for summer,
so Wells will be moving to its summer
schedule for some of its midweek
activities.
Children and Wells Youth activities on
Wednesday evening will come to a close
for this school year on May 23. Regular
prayer meeting will continue throughout
the summer, but there will be no weekly
fellowship supper.
Youth and children’s activities will
resume on Sept. 5, the Wednesday after
Labor Day.
The church calendar for children and
youth has been adapted to more closely
follow the regular school year calendar
to help accommodate summer vacations
and holiday activities. While Wednesday
activities are put on hold for the
summer, there will be special youth and
children’s summer events. Also regular
Sunday activities will continue.

Help Us Celebrate
Wells’ Graduates
Wells would like to recognize those
who are graduating this spring.
Please contact the church office if you
or members of your immediate family
are graduating from high school or
college.
Graduates will be recognized during
the Wells worship services later in the
month.
Page 5
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May 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

2
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

Thursday

6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Supper

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

Nominating
Committee
Meeting

7 p.m. Children’s
Power House,
Youth Group,
Loving God’s Way,
Prayer Meeting

6

7

8

8:30 a.m. Worship
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
12:15 Finance
Committee Meeting

6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Supper

7 p.m.
Wells Book Club
at Campbell Home

13

14

16
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

8:30 a.m. Worship

7 p.m. Children’s
Power House,
Youth Group,
Prayer Meeting

15

Mother’s Day
Youth Bake Sale

9
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

6 p.m. Galloway
Night Potluck
Supper and Awards
Program

9:45 Trustees Meeting
10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship

20

21

7:15 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast

22
8 a.m.
Neighborhood
Ministries

6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Supper

8:30 a.m. Worship
10 a.m. Sunday School

7 p.m. Children’s
Power House,
Youth Group,
Prayer Meeting

11 a.m. Worship

27

28

8:30 a.m. Worship
10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
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23
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Church Offices
Closed for Memorial
Day

29

30
5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
7 p.m. Prayer
Meeting
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My Life Is
Full of Music
By Nancy Moore
Choir Director

PREPARING FOR

PENTECOST
By Ashley Hewitt Rogers
Children’s Ministry Director

Wednesday evenings and Sunday
mornings, the kids on the Red Rug have
been learning the song “Send Down The
Fire” (M. Haugen) to sing during both
worship services on Pentecost Sunday,
May 20. The chorus of the song says:
Send down the fire of
your justice;
Send down the rains of
your love.

Rogers

Come, send down your
Spirit,

Breathe life in your people,
And make us a people of God!
During our time singing together,
someone always asks, “why does it say
a people of God? Shouldn’t it say the
people of God?”
The first time one of our young people
pointed this out, I had to pause and think
of how to best respond. Simply stated,
it’s asking God to change us from faithful
individuals to a body of believers who
work toward the common goal of making
disciples for Christ.
On Pentecost, the church celebrates
and remembers when the Holy Spirit
descended upon the apostles and
followers who were gathered in
Jerusalem, setting them apart as called
people ready to spread the message of

It feels so good to be officially (not
interim) choir director at Wells UMC!
Since most of my interactions happen
with members of the choir, I thought I’d
share with you a bit of my story, and I
look forward to hearing about your
story!

I’m from Missouri, you
know, the “show me” state.
John can attest to that! I’m
Jesus throughout the world.
from a family of seven —
For children, Pentecost is often
parents who appreciated
referred to as the church’s birthday —
and participated in the
Moore
we even have cake during Sunday
performing arts, and five
school!
budding musicians who fought for
practice time on our beloved Steinway.
Pentecost is typically represented with
Out of five kids, four chose music as a
the color red and symbols of water, a
career, and the other wishes he had!
dove, and most popularly, flames of fire.
Seeing the images of fire throughout the The First Baptist Church in Farmington,
celebration of Pentecost always makes
Mo., was just down the street from my
me wonder, though, “what is it that we’re childhood home. I have such fond
on fire for?”
memories of that church and its people.
I was indeed raised a Baptist, but today
When I imagine fire, I think of
I choose to be a Methodist.
something that spreads quickly, is felt
and heard by others and is all
After graduation from college, I taught
consuming. Does that also describe our
in St. Louis before heading to Kansas
passion for Jesus? Maybe it describes
City (University of Missouri, Kansas
our love for our fellow people.
City, Conservatory) for a master's in
conducting. After another stint in the
During this season of rebirth, renewal,
classroom, I headed back to UMKC to
summoning, and sending forth, I
pursue a terminal degree in conducting.
encourage you to find what it is that
In 1986, I began work as director of
you’re on fire for. Find that something
choral studies at Delta State University
that makes your heart sing and your soul
and I have to say, I moved south with
rejoice and then work at it with passion.
much trepidation. But I grew to love the
When we, the adults, can find what it is
Delta, the fine people of Mississippi and
that ignites and fans our inner fire, we
one good looking preacher from
are that much more equipped to help our
Kosciusko!
young people do so.
My life is full of music, friends and
The Holy Spirit knows no age, so we
grandchildren! Now, let’s have coffee
should strive to support our children to
and you tell me YOUR story.
pay attention to what’s at work in their
own hearts.
Write Nancy at
Write Ashley at
nancymoore@wellschurch.org
ashleyrogers@wellschurch.org
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Send Love Letters to the Heart
By John Brashier
Associate Pastor
Jamie Ward and Nancy Moore pass
through my office at least once a week to
grab a piece of music from the closet in
the office. The closet is meant to be the
“music library,” but also serves as storage
for several boxes of books, artwork and
memorabilia that I have packed and
stored.
Recently, while moving
boxes so Jamie could locate
some music, I ran across a
box labeled “Sermons and
Letters.” After she left, I
began to go through the
Brashier
cards, letters, printed emails
and photographs, and was reminded of
C.S. Lewis’ words, “We need to be
reminded more than instructed.” Many of
the letters were timeless reminders of
relationships I have made during the 30-

plus years of serving as a minister.

friend who always unearthed ways to
inspire me whether things were going
well or life was a struggle. One card had
these words from Guy Clark’s song,
“Come From the Heart:”

I read an email from a young lady
who had been in one of the youth
ministries. When I left the church she
was not in a very good place. She
wasn’t overly rebellious, but was
You got to sing like you don't need the
involved in some things she knew
money
were not good, yet refused to change
Love like you'll never get hurt
her ways. Grant was going through
You got to dance like nobody's watchin'
chemo and she was writing to let me
It's gotta come from the heart
know she and her husband were
If you want it to work
praying for him. And, while she was at
Every Christian knows God loves him
it, she apologized for how she had
or her. Unfortunately, that fact often
been living at the time of my departure
remains a tenant of the mind, just
from that particular church.
information. Once it gets into your heart,
Another was from a lady who died
it results in transformation. Going
from cancer while I was serving as her through this “box full of letters”
pastor. We shared a love of books and reminded of that informational
reading. One author we loved to read transformation.
and discuss was Madeline L’ Engle.
Write John at
I also found quite a few cards from a johnbrashier@wellschurch.org

