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Rev. Chip Strickland
A LETTER FROM PASTOR CHIP

Brooklet UMC Family, 
 
I, along with our staff, have been closely monitoring the
ever-changing status of the coronavirus (COVID-19) in
our area. We want to do all we can proactively to protect
and care for our church family and our community.
 
After much prayer and consideration, all activities at
Brooklet United Methodist Church have been
temporarily suspended until further notice. This includes
Sunday Worship Services, small groups and Bible studies,
all Student Ministries (Children’s & Youth), Brooklet UMC
Preschool, Brooklet UMC affiliated group gatherings, and
group gatherings on our campus. When health officials
feel it is a responsible time to resume normal activities,
we will do so.
 
This decision was made, not out of fear, but out of an
abundance of caution for our people. We want to act in a
manner that shows love to our congregation and our
community by taking measures to stop the spread of
disease. We want to protect our folks and follow the
advice of health officials by doing what is safe and
responsible for our people. We want to flatten the curve
of the spread of this virus as much as possible.  So, here
is our tentative plan moving forward:
 
Sunday Worship will be streamed live using Facebook
Live on the Brooklet United Methodist Church Facebook
page. Our Facebook page is public, so you do not need a
Facebook account to view it.

There will only be one service on Sunday. After the
service ends, it will be available to view at your
convenience on both our Facebook page as well as our
church website, www.brookletumc.org. We will provide
links to the video through our email newsletter when it is
available.
 
We are making plans to offer video devotions for our
youth and children as well. While this worship style may
not be what we prefer, we have to be understanding and
vigilant for the health of our church family and
community. This gives us the opportunity to stretch,
grow, and reach out to folks in new and innovative ways.
Please be patient and optimistic as God can use this as a
new way of reaching people.
 
For future updates regarding the coronavirus and
Brooklet UMC’s response, be sure to keep a lookout for
additional emails, check our website, and social media
postings. Also, if you know of folks who do not have email
or social media, please have them contact our church
office by phone.
 
Let us continually pray for those impacted by the virus as
we seek to be a people who love each other and our
community. Use this time to check on folks, by phone
and email, who may be living alone or just need love and
encouragement during this time.  
 
During this season of uncertainty, let us look to God as
our true source of comfort and peace. Remember, Christ
can calm the storm with the sound of His voice.

In Christ,
Pastor Chip
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complete and up-to-date info before Sundays. This
newsletter will be printed and mailed to those we identify
as needing to receive it by mail. We don’t feel we can
effectively have an “April Steeple Story” due to uncertainty
of the coming weeks, but we will publish a weekly
newsletter.
 
The best and easiest way for you to share any news and
updates will be to email them to our church secretary
Rosanna Hoyle at secretary@brookletumc.org. 
 
We are working diligently to stay ahead-of-the-curve as
best we can, to stay connected as a church body, and to
be an encouragement to our community during this time.
Please continue to pray! Consider pulling out your church
directory and making at least one phone call sometime
today to check-in on someone. Let’s leverage this time
that we are physically separated to intentionally draw
close to one another. And who knows… maybe we come
out of this stronger together as a church family!

Josh Burnham  |  BUMC Comm./Tech. Committee

During our current circumstances, we are being forced to
reconsider how we connect and communicate as a
church. 
This is a bit daunting for all of us, but is also forcing some
creativity that will potentially be a benefit and a blessing to
our church in the long term. As several of us have talked
about recently, 

“You may cancel a meeting, but you can’t cancel worship. 
And you may close a building, but you can’t close the Church.”
 
We felt it wise to share with you our working
communication plan for the coming weeks. Our general
plan is this:  We’re going to primarily communicate by
online technology throughout the week, and let
print/mail follow. This is going to be carried out primarily
by Rosanna Hoyle, Caroline Peavy, and Josh Burnham. 
 
Since we’re not sure what the coming weeks look like, we’ll
continue to push information to the church’s Facebook
page daily. We fully understand that technology will not be
the best way to connect and communicate with our whole
congregation. There are simply those we minister to that
these means will miss. 
 
Therefore, on Fridays, we will print and distribute a weekly
newsletter. This will be sent by e-mail newsletter, to be
sent out Saturday morning at 7:00am. This had previously
been sent mid-week, but adjusting this helps with putting
out as much 
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A Note from Our Communications & Technology Committee

A WEEKLY Steeple Story will be finalized on Fridays, 
and sent by email Saturday morning and in print as
requested. This temporarily replaces our monthly

newsletter. This will also be made available on our
church website, www.brookletumc.org



If you feel like your "Faith Fuel Tank" is running a little
low this week, Thursday Night Refill might be for you!
 
This is a brief video devotional from our pastoral
team to offer some hope and encouragement 
during a time we could all use a little more hope 
and encouragement. This will be a recurring thing, 
at least for the next several weeks, so go ahead and
plan to check-in on Thursday nights at 7:00pm.
 

www.facebook.com/brookletumc

THURSDAY NIGHT REFILL
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We hope you'll join us 
for our online services,

Sunday, 10:00AM
www.facebook.com/brookletumc

 
At the conclusion of the "live" service, videos will be

available on our church website,
www.brookletumc.org

AVERY JAYNES

From the Statesboro Herald:
For many students, particularly student
athletes, anxiety and isolation are things they
are trying to endure in these difficult times.
Southeast Bulloch junior track standout Avery
Jaynes is putting a positive spin on the
situation.“It hasn’t been too difficult for me, to
be honest,” Jaynes said. 
“It has given me more training time, and it
allows me to run in the mornings when it’s
 a little cooler, which has been great.”While
many athletes need facilities like a batting
cage, tennis courts, or a specific field to 
train on, Jaynes just needs a road or a trail.
“What he has is contagious,” said Laurie Pitts,
track coach.  “Other runners are watching
what he does, and following suit. His times
will continue to drop, and he will accomplish
impressive things."

--Josh Aubrey, Statesboro Herald

...STILL HITTING THE ROAD



Get a Grip!
A devotion by Amy Godbee
 
“For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s
discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. No discipline is enjoyable
while it is happening- it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for
those who are trained in this way. So take a new grip with your tired hands and strengthen your
weak knees. Mark out a straight path for your feet so that those who are weak and lame will not fall
but become strong.” Hebrews 12: 10-13
 
God’s discipline enables us to see what we were set apart to do. Sharing in his holiness- sharing in
being set apart for sacred use. When we are working in the way he designed us to work the result is
peace and all of the other fruits of the spirit.
 
It seems the whole country has shut down for the next month as we all work together to minimize
the spread of COVID-19. Perhaps we weren’t taking the season of Lent seriously enough. I know I
wasn’t. I was compelled to do a little research on the purpose of Lent last week. This quote
from inews.co.uk stopped me in my tracks: “By observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians replicate
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for 40 days. Lent is marked by fasting, both
from food and festivities.”
 
I’m well aware of the theories abounding regarding the purpose of this Corona virus. It could be a
political ploy to oust the president. It could be an economic strategy to stack, as opposed to
squeezing, the Charmin. Or it could be that God is trying to get our attention.
 
I admit I’ve never been a faithful observer of Lent. By the time I ever figure out what I think I can
successfully “give up” the season is half-spent. I suppose you could call me a Lenten-slacker. One
internet article helped me to see that perhaps my understanding of the Lenten season has been
short-sighted. It’s more than just giving something up. It’s slowing down. It’s looking in to examine
the depths and destruction of sin in my life. It’s remembering the things that I’ve done that sent
Jesus to the cross. It’s hard to be that still, to be that reflective, when I’m consumed with
maintaining my family’s busy schedule. 
 
So now because of this virus I have been forced to change my pace. Hebrews 12 challenges me to
take a “new grip” during these days ahead. To let go of the wheels I am steering and the balls I am
juggling for a time. To place them at the feet of the God who made me and sustains me. For the
next twenty days, at least, we get a little more control in the orientation of our days.
 
Matthew 6:33 instructs us to “seek first the kingdom of God”. Encourage those who need to be
encouraged. Look for evidence of God’s provision as we slip into the wilderness before this holy
season slips away. Write down your observations so that we can once again unlock the hope
encased in Easter. God gave us a mulligan. Let’s use it wisely.
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A DEVOTIONAL
Shared from a church member
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Although we haven't been able to physically
meet in our youth room with all our youth,
we have found ways to stay connected
through the use of online resources! Every
Sunday at 5pm, we still have Sunday Night
Live while partnering up with Pittman Park
UMC youth group for a game, lesson, and
more through an app called Zoom! We also
have a mid-week check-in on Zoom with all
our BUMC youth at 7pm on Wednesday
evenings. To stay updated on all things
youth, you can follow our updates through
our Facebook, Instagram, and Remind App.

BUMC Youth

www.facebook.com/brookletumcyouth
www.instagram.com/brooklet_umc_youth

To join Remind, text 
@bumcyouth3 to 81010.

A Note About Ensuring the Safety
of Our Youth & Children

Did you know?      We have policies and procedures in place to
reduce the risk of abuse of our teens, children, and vulnerable adults.
These are what we refer to as our Safe Sanctuaries Policy. These
steps are in place anytime we have events and activities. 
 
Moving our ministries online is no different. We are still taking steps
to help ensure the safety of those precious to us. We understand the
use of technology presents its own set of risks, dangers, and
challenges. Our Youth and Children's ministry staff have participated
in some online training and conferencing with the South Georgia
Annual Conference that also included some valuable steps we are
taking in our efforts to reach our youth and kids.
 
If you have any questions or concerns, we welcome you to talk 
with either Caroline Peavy, Dir. of Youth Ministry, 
or Maddy Kuhne, Dir. of Children's Ministry.
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Brooklet UMC Staff
Rev. Chip Strickland, Pastor
Ms. Caroline Peavy, Director of Youth and Family Ministries
Ms. Maddy Kuhne, Children's Director
Mrs. Mandy Mitchell, Choir Director
Mr. Josh Burnham, Contemporary Worship Leader
Mr. Wes Sherrod, Lay Pastor
Mrs. Lisa Song Herrington, Pianist
Mrs. Rosanna Hoyle, Secretary
Mrs. Ruth Rushing, Preschool Director
Mrs. Ann Cromley, Financial Manager
Mr. & Mrs. Hector and Sophia Lopez, Housekeeping

Brooklet United Methodist Church
201 Parker Ave.
P.O. Box 296
Brooklet, Georgia 30415

Office: 912-842-2908
Fax: 912-842-5138
Preschool: 912-842-2922

www.brookletumc.org

The Outreach and Discipleship Team continues to strive to meet the needs of our congregation and community
during this unprecedented season. We are happy to report that the Bread of Life served 86 people with their "drive
thru" meal outreach project this month. We'd hoped to being offering a "clothes closet" this month but had to
postpone, as people would not be coming into the church building during the event. We DO plan to add the clothes
closet as soon as we can gather again. So...please use this time while you are at home to round up all the clothes,
shoes, housewares, linens, toys and books that no longer fit your needs...we are looking for items for all ages,
stages, shapes and sizes. We will announce drop off times and locations in next week's newsletter.
 
We are also still at work on a devotional booklet to be released on Easter Sunday. Don't be a chicken...we know you
have something EGGcellent to share with the church family for this special piece of work! We are looking for
forty-four devotional entries to fill this book. The book will be released electronically and in printed format. Why
forty-four entries? To celebrate the The Easter Season. Did you know there is a season of Easter? It's the time
between Easter and Pentecost. And this that season is forty-four days long this year! So here's how to get involved:
 
Choose a passage of scripture that is meaningful to you, share why that passage is meaningful and then write a short
prayer about it. Send all of this information via email to Amy Godbee at agodbee97@gmail.com . Your work will
be edited (we want to look educated, folks) and then added to the book. IT'S THAT EASY.
 
The hard part is we need your thoughts ASAP. Please send all entries to Amy Godbee by April 1, 2020. This
project is open to all ages- if you can write or dictate then you are eligible, and encouraged, to contribute. Your
story just might change someone's life!

OUTREACH & DISCIPLESHIP TEAM

Priority and open enrollment has been extended
upon our reopening. We will follow the Bulloch County
School systems upon the reopen. If you already have
your registration form, you may mail it and your check
to:       Brooklet Methodist Preschool

P. O. Box 884
Brooklet, GA  30415

PRESCHOOL
REGISTRATION
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 Dot Zetterower,  Christopher Schmidt,   Jason
Michael Carpenter, Cheyanne Huffines,  Thomas
Shepherd & George Shepherd, Jade Hoyle, Olivia
Wellman,  Howard Thaxton,  Kathy Jordan, Jeri
Palmer, A J Scott, Annette Helmuth, Karen Martin,
Baylee Seckinger ,  David Boddiford,  Peggy
Grantham,  Janelle Starling,  Randy Newman, Jim
Higgins, Sue Ryals, Hugh Hagin, Jeanne Minick,
Roland Minick, Jimmy Aldred, Alvin Holtin, Jerry
Donaldson, Mathew Seber, Patience Jenkins, Ronnie
Lowery, Lexy McCrae,  Aiden Walker, Bonnie Hall,
Susan Whitfield, David Walton, Rick Heaton, Tris
Srickland

 

Lord, hear our prayers...

Prayer Concerns

STEEPLE STORY
Brooklet United Methodist Church

P O Box 296
Brooklet, GA  30415

MAIL TO:  


