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Mischievous Confusion
• The New Testament tells us of future events  - future at time of writing, 

but that Christ and apostles believed to be imminent

• Described in terms such as
• “Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels”
• “The kingdom of God come with power “
• “The Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the 

clouds of heaven”

• Many modern Christians see these as descriptions of the future final 
coming of Christ at the end of history

• Misunderstanding nature of these events, liberals and unbelievers  
posit that Christ and apostles were wrong about what they obviously 
believed were soon coming events



Old Testament Comings of the Lord
• In the Garden

• Theophanies

• Abraham

• Commander of the Lord’s Host to Joshua

• To fight battles for His people

• Destroyed Egyptians – plagues / Red Sea

• Destroyed the Philistines before David

• Killed 185,000 Assyrians  camped against Israel

• Great acts of nature (plague of locusts)

• Conquering armies brought to judge His people

• Many times these events were described as the Day of the Lord



Day of the Lord

Return

From

Locust Plague Captivity Captivity New Covenant Pentecost

Joel 1:15-2:2 Amos 5:18-20 Isa 13:1-22 Mal 4:5 Joel 2:28-30

Zeph 1:7-10, Amos 9:11-15 Joel 3:14-21 Acts 2:14-21

14-18, Zeph 3:8-20 Amos 9:11-15

2:1-3 Zech 12-14 Zeph 3:8-20

Zech 12-14

Day of the Lord always had two aspects:
1. Judge His enemies          
2. Vindicate His people

Covenantal - punishes covenantal unfaithfulness, rewards covenantal faithfulness



Locust Plague

Joel 1:15-2:2 - Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand; It shall 
come as destruction from the Almighty. 16 Is not the food cut off before our 
eyes, Joy and gladness from the house of our God? 17 The seed shrivels under 
the clods, Storehouses are in shambles; Barns are broken down, For the grain 
has withered. 18 How the animals groan! The herds of cattle are restless, 
Because they have no pasture; Even the flocks of sheep suffer punishment. 19

O LORD, to You I cry out; For fire has devoured the open pastures, And a flame 
has burned all the trees of the field. 20 The beasts of the field also cry out to 
You, For the water brooks are dried up, And fire has devoured the open 
pastures. 2:1 Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy 
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of the LORD 
is coming, For it is at hand: 2 A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of 
clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning clouds spread over the 
mountains. A people come, great and strong, The like of whom has never been; 
Nor will there ever be any such after them, Even for many successive 
generations.



Captivity

Amos 5:16-20 - Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith
thus; Wailing shall be in all streets; and they shall say in all the 
highways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the husbandman to mourning, 
and such as are skilful of lamentation to wailing. 17 And in all 
vineyards shall be wailing: for I will pass through thee, saith the LORD. 
18 Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for 
you? the day of the LORD is darkness, and not light. 19 As if a man did 
flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and 
leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. 20 Shall not the day 
of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very dark, and no 
brightness in it?



New Covenant

Mal 4:5  - Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LORD.

Joel 3:14 -21 - Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD 
is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and moon will grow dark, And the stars will 
diminish their brightness. 16 The LORD also will roar from Zion, And utter His voice 
from Jerusalem; The heavens and earth will shake; But the LORD will be a shelter for 
His people, And the strength of the children of Israel. 17 "So you shall know that I am 
the LORD your God, Dwelling in Zion My holy mountain. Then Jerusalem shall be holy, 
And no aliens shall ever pass through her again." 18 And it will come to pass in that day 
That the mountains shall drip with new wine, The hills shall flow with milk, And all the 
brooks of Judah shall be flooded with water; A fountain shall flow from the house of 
the LORD And water the Valley of Acacias. 19 "Egypt shall be a desolation, And Edom a 
desolate wilderness, Because of violence against the people of Judah, For they have 
shed innocent blood in their land. 20 But Judah shall abide forever, And Jerusalem from 
generation to generation. 21 "For I will acquit them of the guilt of bloodshed, whom I had 
not acquitted; For the LORD dwells in Zion."



New Covenant

Zep 3:14 – 20 - Sing, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice 
with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away your 
judgments, He has cast out your enemy. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in 
your midst; You shall see disaster no more. 16 In that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem: "Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands be weak. 17 The LORD your 
God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with 
gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with 
singing." 18 "I will gather those who sorrow over the appointed assembly, Who 
are among you, To whom its reproach is a burden. 19 Behold, at that time I will 
deal with all who afflict you; I will save the lame, and gather those who were 
driven out; I will appoint them for praise and fame In every land where they 
were put to shame. 20 At that time I will bring you back, Even at the time I 
gather you; For I will give you fame and praise Among all the peoples of the 
earth, When I return your captives before your eyes," Says the LORD.

Zech 12-14



New Covenant Comings of Christ
Kingdom 70 A.D. Rebirth Communion

John 14:18 Matt 24:30 John 14:18 I Cor 11:24

Matt 10:23 John 5:25 Matt 18:14-20

Mark 9:1

Matt 16:28

Luke 9:27

Temporal Final

Discipline Judgments Coming

Matt 18:20 Rev 2:5,2:16, 2:25 Rev 20:11-15

3:3, 3:11, 3:20 I Cor 15:25-28

I Cor 15:35-58



Christ Promised Soon Coming
Matt 10:23 - But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I 
say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be 
come. 

Matt 16:27-28 - For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his 
angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. 28 Verily I say unto 
you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom.

• Many posit this is referring to Christ’s transfiguration, the next event recorded after 
these statements
• Language used here to describe Christ’s coming in His Kingdom doesn’t support 

• Transfiguration one week later.  This event will be far enough off that some will die, but 
close enough that not all will



Jesus’ Comments Regarding His Coming

• During His earthly ministry Jesus said nothing of His final return:

• Many point to Olivet Discourse (Matt 24, Mark 13, Luke 21)
• Passages about coming destruction of Jerusalem and Temple

• Parables about King/Master going away leaving subjects/servants to trade 
with his money in His absence are about YHWH/Israel 

• But be not mistaken, same principles apply to God’s new covenant people



‘Parousia’

• ‘Parousia’, often translated ‘coming’, literally means ‘presence’ (as opposed to 
absence).  Two uses in NT Greek:

• Presence of God or divinity, particularly when power was revealed in healing
• Person of high rank makes visit to subject state

I Cor 15:22-23 - For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But 
each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His 
coming.

I Thes 4:15 - For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.



Final Coming Imagery
I Thes 4:16-17 - For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air.  And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

I Cor 15:23-27 –But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ's at His coming. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God 
the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must 
reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed 
is death. 27 For "He has put all things under His feet." But when He says "all things are 
put under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted.



Final Coming Imagery
I Cor 15:51-54 –Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So 
when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in 
victory.“

Phil 3:20-21 - For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be 
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to 
subdue all things to Himself.

I show these verses to reinforce that although Preterists, we are not full Preterists



Which Generation?



This Generation

Matt 11:16-19 - "But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to their companions, 17 "and saying: 'We played the flute for 
you, And you did not dance; We mourned to you, And you did not lament.' 18 "For John 
came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' 19 "The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!' But wisdom is justified by her children."

Matt 12:39-42 - But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 
"For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the 
Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 "The men of 
Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 42 "The 
queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for 
she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater 
than Solomon is here.



This Generation

Matt 12:43-45 - "When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry 
places, seeking rest, and finds none. 44 "Then he says, 'I will return to my house 
from which I came.' And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in 
order. 45 "Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse 
than the first. So shall it also be with this wicked generation."

Matt 23:33-36 - "Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the 
condemnation of hell? 34 "Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and 
scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will 
scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, 35 "that on you may 
come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the 
temple and the altar. 36 "Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon 
this generation. 



Generation

Matt 24:33-34 - "So you also, when you see all these things, know 
that it is near--at the doors! 34 "Assuredly, I say to you, this 
generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.

Mark 8:38-9:1 - "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be 
ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy 
angels." 9:1 And He said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that there 
are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the 
kingdom of God present with power."



Generation

1078.  genesiv genesis,  ghen'-es-is 

nativity; figuratively, nature:--generation, nature(-ral).

Matt 1:1 - The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham.

1081.  gennhma gennema,  ghen'-nay-mah

offspring; by analogy, produce (literally or figuratively):--fruit, generation.

Matt 12:34 - O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.

1074.  genea genea,  ghen-eh-ah' 

a generation; by implication, an age (the period or the persons):--age, generation, 
nation, time. 

Matt 24:34 - Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be 
fulfilled.



Possibilities

• Generation refers to Israel, offspring or generation of Abraham

• Generation refers to that generation alive when these events begin to 
occur

• Generation refers to those alive and hearing Jesus when He was 
preaching in first century



Realities

• Every passage shown here ‘genea’ for ‘generation’

• Each was preceded by ‘this’, in other words, ‘this generation’

• No way around the fact that Jesus was saying that the things He was 
talking about would occur within the lifetime of the current generation 
He was speaking to



Summary

• Jesus promised He would be coming soon in power to judge the covenantally
unfaithful and set up His Kingdom.  

• He promised this event would occur within the generation of those who were 
standing there listening to Him

• This event occurred through
• Jesus’ death and resurrection

• Jesus’ ascension to right hand of the Father

• Coming of Spirit and building up of New Covenant Israel

• His coming (through the Roman armies) in 70 A.D. to destroy Jerusalem and the Temple, 
judging apostate Israel

• Christ continues to come throughout history, until His final coming at end of history

Christ’s comings always traumatic events – terrifying for covenant breakers;.
amazingly joyous and comforting to faithful covenant keepers


