
Postmillenialism



Outline

1. So What?  Why Does it Matter Anyway?

2. Postmillennialism

3. Amillennialism

4. Premillennialism

5. What’s Daniel Talking About?

6. When are, or were, the ‘Last Days’?

7. Coming(s) of Christ / Which Generation?

8. Israel?

9. Olivet Discourse

10. Revelation

11. So What is Going to Happen?

12. How Then Should We Live?



From Greek ἔσχατος/ἐσχάτη/ἔσχατον, 
eschatos/eschatē/eschaton meaning “last”

and

-logy meaning “the study of”

Literally, study of last things

Eschatology



Christian Eschatological Systems

• Postmillennialism

• Amillennialism

• Premillennialism
• Historic

• Dispensationalism

Pre-, Post-, and A- speak to timing of Christ’s 
‘Second’ Coming in relation to  Millenium

This course will explain why the eschatology of TPC is Postmillenial Preterism



Views Compared

Pre-Mil

Christ rules 1000 
years from earth

Christ’s  final return 
- end of history

Incarnation

Post-Mil

Incarnation Christ’s final coming 
- end of history

Rapture 
Tribulation 

A-Mil Good and evil parallel

No millennium

Christ’s final coming -
end of history



Postmillennialism
• Kingdom of God is now being extended in the world through the 

preaching of the Gospel and the saving work of the Holy Spirit
• Christ ruling from Heaven through His Body the Church

• Until every enemy becomes His footstool (Acts 2:35; Heb 1:13, 10:13)

• That all nations will be discipled

• And that the return of Christ will occur at the close of a long period of 
righteousness and peace commonly called the ‘Millennium’ 



Not a Perfect or Sinless State

• Not a perfect or sinless state, as charged by Pre- and A-mils.  
Sinless perfection belongs only to eternity

• Millennium is in fact simply the full development of the 
Kingdom of Grace as it comes to fruition in the world

• Will not involve any change in nature of Christianity, but only 
enlargement of its influence and extent



Preterism
Latin praeter – “past’

• Jesus came in fulfillment of Old Testament Messianic Kingdom 
prophecies and established His Kingdom

• Many Jews and religious leaders rejected Jesus as the promised Messiah

• Apostate Judaism and true Judaism (Christianity) existed side by side for 
a 40 year period

• At the end of the forty years, 70 A.D., Christ came in judgment (through 
Titus and Roman Army) and forever wiped out apostate Judaism

• The Church is fulfillment of promises to Abraham and the New Israel

• Christ rules earth today from right hand of God through His Body the 
Church, by His Holy Spirit

This is not a presupposition, but an exegetical conclusion



Postmillennialism

Incarnation
Christ’s final coming 

- end of history



Postmillennialism
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Representative Theologians

Origen Dr. Robert L. Dabney

Jerome Dr. Henry Smith

Augustine John Calvin

Dr. Augustine Strong Dr. B. B. Warfield

Dr. Charles A. Hodge



Hermeneutic Differences
Timing

Old Testament Messianic Kingdom prophecies apply to Christ’s first, and 
not final coming

Sees as already happened events others view as future

Premils make mistake very similar to first century Judaism

Example of Paul the Apostle

Literal vs. Figurative

Interprets Old and New Testament prophecies of Christ’s first and final 
coming figuratively, where the Premils interpret them literally

Again, similar to mistake made by first century Judaism

Sensus Literalis – interpreting in the sense in which it was meant

Mistake very excusable, until Christ and New Testament writers made it clear



Hinge Points
• Does Scripture indicate the Gospel will have a positive effect in 

history?
• Is the world to get better or to get worse?

• Does Scripture anticipate a golden age of righteousness and 
prosperity?
• Is that golden age to precede or follow the return of Christ?



Worldwide Rule of Yahweh as King (Psalms)

Psa 2:8 - Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the 
ends of the earth for Your possession.

Psa 22:27 - All the ends of the world Shall remember and turn to the LORD, And all 
the families of the nations Shall worship before You.

Psa 47:2 - For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth. 
3 He will subdue the peoples under us, And the nations under our feet. 4 He will 
choose our inheritance for us, The excellence of Jacob whom He loves.  5 God has 
gone up with a shout, The LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 6 Sing praises to God, 
sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 7 For God is the King of all the 
earth; Sing praises with understanding. 8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on 
His holy throne.



Worldwide Rule of Yahweh as King (Psalms)

Psa 72:7-11,17,19 - In His days the righteous shall flourish, And abundance of 
peace, Until the moon is no more. 8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, 
And from the River to the ends of the earth. 9 Those who dwell in the wilderness will 
bow before Him, And His enemies will lick the dust. 10 The kings of Tarshish and of 
the isles Will bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba Will offer gifts. 11 Yes, all 
kings shall fall down before Him; All nations shall serve Him. 17 His name shall 
endure forever; His name shall continue as long as the sun. And men shall be 
blessed in Him; All nations shall call Him blessed. 19 And blessed be His glorious 
name forever! And let the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen.

Psa 86:9 - All nations whom You have made Shall come and worship before You, O 
Lord, And shall glorify Your name.

Psa 110:1 - The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your 
enemies Your footstool."

“One contributing factor to present-day pessimism, gloominess, and defeatism within the Church 
is the omitting of the Psalms from hymn books” – J. Marcellus Kik, “An Eschatology of Victory”



Christ Victorious in History
• Isa 9:6-7 - 6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

• Matt 16:18 - And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

• Mt 28:18-20 - And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20 Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen.



Messianic Kingdom Prophecies

Isa 2:2-4 - And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.  3 
And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And he 
shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.   

In a future lesson we will address the biblical terms “Last Days”, “Latter Days”, etc. – for today 
suffice it to say it is a term identifying the end of the Old Covenant and transition into the New



Messianic Kingdom Prophecies
Isa 11:1-10 - There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots. 2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight is in the fear of the LORD, And He shall not 
judge by the sight of His eyes, Nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 4 But with 
righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips 
He shall slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And 
faithfulness the belt of His waist. 6 "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard 
shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and the fatling together; 
And a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones 
shall lie down together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall 
play by the cobra's hole, And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den. 9

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 10 "And in that day there shall be a 
Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek 
Him, And His resting place shall be glorious."



Messianic Kingdom Prophecies
Zec 9:10 - And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from 
Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto 
the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river 
even to the ends of the earth.

Ac 13:47 - For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a 
light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the 
earth.

Isa 11:9 - They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.



Messianic Kingdom Prophecies

Dan 2:34-35,44 - "You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck 
the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 "Then the iron, the 
clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff 
from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them 
was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the 
whole earth. 44 "And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.

Dan 7:18 - 'But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the 
kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’ 26 'But the court shall be seated, And they 
shall take away his dominion, To consume and destroy it forever. 27 Then the kingdom 
and dominion, And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, Shall be 
given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, And all dominions shall serve and obey Him.'

Obvious from time clues in Daniel these are first century events



Until All His Enemies Subdued

Ps 110:1 - The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. 

Lu 20:42-43 - And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The LORD said unto my 
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,  43 Till I make thine enemies thy footstool.

Ac 2:34-35 - For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The 
LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy 
footstool.

Heb 1:13 - But to which of the angels has He ever said: "Sit at My right hand, Till I 
make Your enemies Your footstool"?

Heb 10:12-13 - But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat 
down at the right hand of God, 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made 
His footstool.

• The very clear thrust of these verses is that Christ ascends, sits at right of 
Yahweh, ruling from Heaven, until he conquers every enemy



World Getting Better
• World before the cross – pagan darkness, slavery, polygamy, 

oppressed conditions of women and children 

• Examples like Uganda, Africa, and Iraq now exception, not the rule 

• Christian principles accepted standards in many nations today

• Social and economic conditions in world improved and improving

• Evangelical Christianity pervasive

• Christian missionary movement exploded in last 200 years

• India, China, Korea, Near East seen greater changes in religion, 
society, and government than in preceding 2000 years

• Increased conversions in Islamic nations



Consider Having Lived During
• Persecution under Roman Emperors

• Fall of the Roman Empire

• Mohammedan invasion of eastern and western Europe

• Black Plague

• St. Bartholomew’s Massacre and almost complete extermination of the 
Protestants in France

• Inquisition in Spain and Italy

• French Revolution

• War World I

• Dust Bowl / Great Depression

• World War II 

• Holocaust

• Khmer Rouge in Cambodia

• Idi Amin in Uganda



Millennial Material Prosperity 

• Despotism, anarchy, devastations of war prevented

• Advances over the past 200 years

• Communications

• Transportation 

• Technology

• Education/knowledge

• Law/Justice 

• Sanitation

• Medicine

Isa 65:20 - There shall be no more thence an infant of days, 
nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall 
die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred 
years old shall be accursed.

Lifespan in U.S. from 32 in 1750 to over 70 today



Kingdom Expands Imperceptibly

Matt 13:31-33 - Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his 
field:  32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the 
greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and lodge in the branches thereof.  33 Another parable spake he unto them; 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in 
three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 



Postmillenialism vs. Social Gospel

Many reject Postmillenialism because of comparisons to 
Progressivism (Secular)

Social Gospel (Liberal Christianity)

May share similar objectives, but vastly different motivations and means
Progressives motivated by belief in goodness and perfectibility of man (Utopianism) 

Liberal Christianity motivated by belief in good works

Postmils motivated by glorifying God and depend on the power of the Holy Spirit 



Scriptures for Next Week

Isa 2:2-4; 11:1-10; 9:7;  42:1-4; 
65:17-25
Isa 9:7
Dan 7:14
Micah 4:1-5
Luke 1:33; 10:18
John 5:25
Heb 1:8, 12:28
II Pet 1:11
Rev 11:15, 7:21,22; 18:18,19; 20:1-6

Do Scriptures indicated things are to get better or to get worse?
Do Scriptures indicate the Gospel will have a positive effect in history?
Do Scriptures anticipate a golden age of righteousness and prosperity?


