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Outline
1. So What?  Why Does it Matter Anyway?
2. Postmillennialism
3. Amillennialism
4. Premillennialism
5. What’s Daniel Talking About?
6. When Are, or Rather Were, the ‘Last Days’?
7. Coming(s) of Christ / Which Generation?
8. Israel?
9. Olivet Discourse
10. Revelation
11. So What is Going to Happen?
12. How Then Should We Live?



So What?
Why Does it Matter Anyway?



Introductory Comments
▪ Eschatology (at least the aberrant varieties) fascinates us

▪ Rightly understood, true biblical eschatology is perhaps less sensational, but far more 
inspirational

▪ A false eschatological expectation pervades modern secular and Evangelical Christian 
cultures, to the detriment of both
▫ Secular culture marches on in vain hope of progressive perfectibility of man.  Repeated attempts at 

establishing godless utopias predictably end in hellish dystopias
▫ Pervasive within Evangelical Christianity is perspective that the world is totally unredeemable 

(except for saving souls) until Christ returns and sets all things right, hence absolving themselves of 
their Christ-given responsibilities

▪ People hold their eschatological views passionately, almost existentially



From Greek ἔσχατος/ἐσχάτη/ἔσχατον, eschatos/eschatē/eschaton 
meaning “last” 

 
and 
 

 -logy meaning “the study of” 
 

  Literally, study of last things 
 

       

Eschatology

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E1%BC%94%CF%83%CF%87%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%82
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E1%BC%94%CF%83%CF%87%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%82
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/-logy


Systematic Theology

1. Theology Proper – study of God
2. Christology – study of Christ
3. Anthropology – study of man
4. Soteriology – study of salvation
5. Ecclesiology – study of the church
6. Eschatology – study of last things
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Christianity is Eschatological

▪ From Creation/Fall in Genesis to Heavenly Jerusalem coming down in Revelation, 
Bible is one story always pointing towards the final consummation

▪ St. Augustine’s City of God was the first tome in history to ascribe plan and purpose 
to history
▫ History had a beginning and is moving towards a definite end

▪ The Resurrection of Jesus in the middle of  history informs our destination, our path, 
and the means we use along the way



Gospel From 50,000 Feet
▪ Creation is Temple, place where heaven and earth are joined

▫ Man God’s image-bearer in creation
▫ Called to royal priesthood – rule over creation and return its glories back to God

▪ Sin marred image - man lost ability to perform as royal priest
▫ Sin is anything that dehumanizes us
▫ Heaven and earth no longer joined until sin dealt with

▪ Israel called to royal priesthood, to rescue and restore humanity
▫ Ex 19:6 - And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation
▫ Old Testament is story of repeated failure of Israel’s kings and priests, and of nation to fulfill their calling

▪ Messiah, the Servant of Yahweh, came as the true Israelite to complete Israel’s task, rescuing and 
restoring Israel, and through Israel, all humanity so that



Gospel From 50,000 Feet

▪ Restored to true humanity and royal priesthood, His people now are God’s instruments 
liberating whole creation
▫ Romans  8 teaches us Christ did not die just to save souls, but to redeem all creation, and 

that He intends to do so through His human image-bearers (Salvation much bigger than 
going to heaven when you die)

▫ I Pet 2:9 - But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light;

▪ New Creation inaugurated through life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus; and 
commissioning of His image-bearers, the Church

▪ New Creation consummated upon final coming of Jesus

Since Ascension, a man now rules over Creation from Heaven



Why Does it Matter?
▪ What you think about death and life beyond effects everything else

▪ Eschatology rightly understood makes scripture a unified consistent story

▪ Speaks to the very nature of God
▫ Does God discard and replace? or
▫ Does he redeem and renew?
▫ Spoiler Alert – Eschatology rightly understood glorifies God as merciful and 

gracious lover and redeemer of His creation – He renews it, and us 

▪ Knowing direction God’s Providence is moving informs our responsibilities

▪ Eschatology rightly understood Inoculates us from much of modern silliness
▫ At stake is reputation of God/Word/Church before the world

Key Issue - Is the Gospel to be successful in history?



Christian Eschatological Systems

▪ Postmillennialism

▪ Amillennialism

▪ Premillennialism
▫ Historic
▫ Dispensationalism

This course will explain why the eschatology of TPC is Postmillenial Preterism

Pre-, Post-, and A- speak to timing of Christ’s 
‘Second’ Coming in relation to the Millenium



Common Eschatology
▪ All four systems agree in asserting:

▫ The Scriptures are the Word of God and authoritative
▫ There will be a visible, personal coming of Christ at consummation of history
▫ Every individual is to receive a resurrection body
▫ All are to stand before the judgment seat of Christ
▫ The righteous are to be rewarded in heaven, the wicked are to be punished in hell

▪  All four are consistently evangelical and have been held by able and sincere men

▪  Differences between the systems relate to the time and purpose of Christ’s coming, and 
the nature of the kingdom to be set up at His coming

Differences result from distinctive methods employed by each system in its interpretation of 
Scripture, not from any disloyalty to Scripture



Millennium
▪ Derived from two Latin words – mille meaning thousand, and annum meaning year, literally 

means ‘thousand years’
▫ Pre-, Post- and A- Addresses timing of final return of Christ in respect to the Millenium

▪ Term found in Scripture six times, all in first seven verses of Rev 20

▪ Terminology is misleading
▫ Pre- and Post- imply a difference simply in before or after
▫ But the differences are much more drastic respecting the nature of the Millennium

▪ At issue is how the term is to be interpreted – literally or figuratively
▫ Premils interpret literally, anticipating a literal one-thousand-year reign of Christ on earth
▫ Post- and Amils interpret figuratively



Hermeneutics 

▪ Hermeneutics - study of the theory and practice of interpretation

▪ Difference in Christian eschatological views comes down to a difference in 
hermeneutic used
▫ Always important to understand interpretive presuppositions

▪ Much eschatological confusion results from 
▫ Misunderstanding of Old Testament prophecies
◾Especially those regarding the Restoration Covenant

▫ Lack of understanding of apocalyptic literature
▫ Result - many looking for in  the future what has already happened in the past 

Will be critiquing hermeneutics employed, defending what we believe to be the correct one



Historical Hermeneutics 
Particularly Regarding Revelation

▪ Historicist – associates symbols in biblical prophecies with historical persons, nations, or 
events  (Early Christian Church, many Reformers)

▪ Futurist - parallels may be drawn with historical events, but most eschatological prophecies 
are chiefly referring to events which will take place at end of the age (Premillenialists, 
particularly Dispensationalists)

▪ Idealist –  sees the events of Revelation as neither past nor future actualities, but as purely 
symbolic accounts, dealing with the ongoing struggle and ultimate triumph of good over evil 
(Neo-Orthodox, Liberation Theology)

▪ Preterist – interprets most (not all) biblical prophecies as already happened events, fulfilled in 
the first century (Many, Jesuit Priest during Counter-Reformation)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_and_evil


Literal, or Figurative?
▪ Certain theological traditions declare that in interpreting Scripture all is literal unless it becomes absurd 

▫ Absurd usually defined by “well we all know it can’t mean that”

▪ Our tradition holds to interpreting Scripture in the way it was meant to be taken.  You don’t interpret prose the same as 
you do poetry

▪ The following passage illustrates this point

Mt 24:29  - Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:



Figurative!
•   Jesus’ words echoing similar Old Testament prophecies

• Isaiah prophesied of the end of the King of Babylon and Babylon
Isa 13:10 - For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the 
moon shall not cause her light to shine. 13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the 
LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.

• Ezekiel prophesied of the end of Pharoah and Egypt
Eze 32:7  - And when I shall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the 
moon shall not give her light.  8 All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord GOD. 

▪ Sun, moon, and stars are for times and season, and also represent governments 
▫ These prophecies speak to time ending, being no more, for these nations

Jesus in this passage is using this Old Testament language to prophesy 
the end of Old Covenant Israel as a nation, then future, now past event



Final Question

Is the world getting better or worse?



Scriptures for Next Week
Gen 13:16, 22:17

Num 14:21

Job 3:16-17

Psa 2:8, 22:7, 72:7-11, 17, 19, 110:1

Isa 2:2-3, 11:9, 65:20

Dan 2:44, 4:35

Joel 1:29, 2:28

Zec 9:10

Mal 1:11

Matt 13:31-33, 16:18, 28:18-20

Mark 4:28-32

Luke 17:20, 20:42-43

John 4:42

Acts  2:16-21, 2:34-35, 13:47

Rom 2:28-29

Gal 3:7, 29

Heb 12:22

I John 2:2, 4:14, 

Rev 7:9

Do Scriptures indicate things are to get better or to get worse?
Do Scriptures indicate the Gospel will have a positive effect in history?
Do Scriptures anticipate an earthly golden age of righteousness and prosperity?


