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Observations
• People hold their eschatological views passionately, almost existentially

• Natural inclinations toward eschatology are not flattering about us
• Reveals inherent fear and pessimism – dread almost certain imminent catastrophe

• Reveals self-centeredness – everything interpreted from my perspective

• Much popular eschatology results from eisegesis, not thorough exegesis
• Results in chopped up, at best confusing, story of redemption

• Hyper fascination with eschatology as an end in itself great distraction from 
what the church should be about



Why Does it Matter?
• What you think about death and life beyond effects everything else

• Eschatology rightly understood

• Makes story of redemption a unified consistent story

• Speaks to the very nature of God

• Informs our responsibilities

• Inoculates us from much of modern theological silliness

• At stake is reputation of God/Word/Church before the world

Key Issue - Is the Gospel to be successful in history?



Systematic Theology

Theology 
Proper

Eschatology

Ecclesiology Soteriology

Anthropology

Christology

Though we look at them in parts we must never forget they are an integrated whole



Christianity is Eschatological

• St. Augustine’s City of God was the first tome in history to ascribe plan and 
purpose to history

• History had a beginning, and is moving towards a definitive end

• From Creation/Fall in Genesis to Heavenly Jerusalem coming down in 
Revelation, Bible is one story always pointing towards the final consummation

• The Resurrection of Jesus in the middle of  history informs our destination, our 
path, and the means we use along the way



Views Compared

Pre-Mil

Christ rules 1000 
years from earth

Christ’s  final return 
- end of history

Incarnation

Post-Mil

Incarnation Christ’s final coming 
- end of history

Rapture 
Tribulation 

A-Mil Good and evil parallel

No millennium

Christ’s final coming -
end of history

Do we accept what God has clearly revealed in His Word, or what we see and hear?



Big Picture
• YAHWEH, through Messiah Jesus, fulfilled His promises and became King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords over all the earth
• He has, not He will – the Kingdom has come!

• God, as promised, redeemed and renewed creation through the life, death,  
resurrection, and ascension to right hand of God of Jesus the Messiah 

• New heaven and new earth have been inaugurated, not yet fully consummated
• We are living in the already and the not yet

• Salvation includes not just saving of souls but redemption of all of creation, 
including future redemption of our bodies

• Our ultimate destination is living here in new earth in our resurrected physical 
bodies in presence of God, as new heaven and new earth finally come together

Much eschatological confusion results from misinterpreting prophecies
of Messiah’s first coming as pertaining to His final coming



Ascension of Jesus 
• Synoptic Gospels end and Acts begins with Jesus’ ascension

• Acknowledgement of all Jesus accomplished 
• Now enthroned at the right hand of God

• King of Kings and Lord of Lords

• All authority in heaven and on earth

• Speaks of Jesus as truly human and hence absent from us
• But present in a new way – through Spirit, sacraments, fellowship of His Body

• Resurrection and ascension of Jesus and sending of the Spirit are 
• Not to take us away from this earth 
• But rather to make us agents of the transformation of this earth

With the ascension of Jesus, for the first time a human is now ruling earth from Heaven



Until All His Enemies Subdued

Ps 110:1 - The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. 

Lu 20:42-43 - And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, The LORD said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand,  43 Till I make thine enemies thy footstool.

Ac 2:34-35 - For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD 
said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.

Heb 1:13 - But to which of the angels has He ever said: "Sit at My right hand, Till I make 
Your enemies Your footstool"?

Heb 10:12-13 - But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at 
the right hand of God, 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.

• The very clear thrust of these verses is that Christ has ascended, is sitting at 
right of His Father ruling earth from Heaven, until He conquers every enemy

19 New Testament passages speak to ascension and/or its implications



The Gospel Prevails!
• Pessimistic eschatologies ignore large sections of Scripture clearly showing 

Messianic Kingdom starting small and continuing to grow until it fills the entire earth
• Hence rejecting idea that Holy Spirit and preaching of the Gospel have any real 

discernable impact on this world

• Ignores the clear promise of victory for Christ and His Church in history
• Matt 16:18 - And I say also unto you, That you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

• Mt 28:18-20 - And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age. Amen.

• Heb 10:12-13 - But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right 
hand of God, 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.

• Pessimistic eschatologies ignore obvious improvements in world since the cross

• Do you expect it to have, has it had, a real effect on you?  Do the math!



Faithful Subjects of the King
• Great Commission – rule of the King of the Jews has been established over all 

nations – Isa 11; Psa 2; Psa 72; Psa 89
• His followers are to put that rule in effect

• His Body, the Church, is the new Temple indwelt by His Spirit (John 20:21, 7:37-39)

• At Pentecost, God through His Spirit took up residence in His new Temple

• But they are to establish that rule by humility and self-sacrificial love 
• Means must match the message

• Sermon on the Mount – turn the other cheek, walk the second mile, forgive, love
• Jesus taught all this, and by example demonstrated it

• Mark 10 – those in authority radically different than rulers in pagan kingdoms
• Become great by becoming the servant of all

• This is what true Theocracy looks like

“The royal priesthood will conquer the world, 
not with the love of power but with the power of love”



Christian Virtue
• We as citizens of Heaven 

• Are to be busily about bringing Christ’s will to bear on earth as it is in Heaven

• Looking for Christ’s coming from Heaven to earth

• When he will transform our bodies and creation itself

• Paul in his epistles telling Christians to develop, in the present, the character 
which truly anticipates the life of the coming age

• Christian Virtue - Humility, Patience, Chastity, Charity

• Social structure – Justice, Righteousness

• We live in the already and the not yet



What Should We Then be About?

• Testifying to the Resurrection of Jesus – Being the Body of Christ
• Worshipping – Singing, praying, preaching, living the sacraments

• Humility, charity, hospitality, generosity

• Peace, love, joy

• Maintaining truth and applying it to the world around us
• Theological precision 

• Christian education

• Cultural participation – Proclaiming the truth everywhere there is error

• Gender / sexual confusion

• Division and identification of humanity into artificial categories

• Being ministers of reconciliation

The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God…



What Should We Then be About

• Be agents of alleviating pain and suffering caused by oppression
• Poor, sick, and/or lonely and depressed

• Slaves, refugees, hungry and/or homeless

• Abused, paranoid, downtrodden, despairing, addicted

• Is not something else extra tacked onto the gospel, it is the gospel

• Not a return to the social gospel
• With its denial of God’s acting in history (when that is exactly what is needed)

• But rather people who believe in resurrection, 

• In God making a whole new world in which everything will be set right at last

• Motivated to work for that new world in the present

Why were these kind of people drawn to Jesus?  Are they drawn to us?



We are Surrounded by Misery and Oppression

• Social Justice (of all stripes)

• Economic imbalance in the world 

• Remission of global debts

• Income inequality

• Environmental stewardship

• More peace, less war

• Protecting the Unborn

• Single mothers

• Drug/alcohol addiction

• Human trafficking 

• Domestic violence

• Justice/prison reform

• Refugees

Examples of fertile areas for the Christian Church to actively be the voice 
for the justice of God on behalf of those being crushed and oppressed

We are not called to a gated-community Christianity

Unconcern for issues like these inconsistent with our professed eschatology



Final Coming
I Thes 4:16-17 - For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air.  And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

I Cor 15:23-27 –But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ's at His coming. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God 
the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must 
reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed 
is death. 27 For "He has put all things under His feet." But when He says "all things are 
put under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted.

There will be and end of history, an end of time, when all Jesus accomplished will be 
consummated and the new heaven and new earth will become one forever!



In Conclusion
• God, as promised, has redeemed and renewed creation through the life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus 
• New heaven and new earth have been inaugurated

• Salvation includes not just saving of souls but future redemption of bodies
• Resurrection of Jesus witnessed through our progressive escape from corruption 

and sin

• Jesus now rules the earth through His Body the Church, sitting at the right 
hand of God until ‘all’ His enemies are made His footstool 

• Our ultimate destination is living here in new earth in our resurrected physical 
bodies in presence of God, as new heaven and new earth finally made one

Belief in future consummated new heaven and new earth animates, 
by His Spirit, our working towards that reality today


