
The Westminster Confession of Faith

C h a p te r  1
O F  T H E  H O LY  

S C R I P T U R E



W H AT  I S  T H I S ? ? ? ?

???…



2PE 1:21 In ancient times, prophecy did not come by the will of man: but holy 

men of God spoke as they were moved/carried forward by the Holy Ghost. 

2TI 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 

man of God might be perfected, completely equipped for every good work.

1 TH 2:13 This is why we thank God without ceasing, because, when you all 

received the word of God as you heard it from us, you all received it not as the 

word of men, but as it is truly, the word of God, which effectually works in you 

who believe.



KEY QUESTION

What is the One-Word Label for this Doctrine?

[e.g. inerrancy, infallibility, etc…]



1.1

Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far 

manifest the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men unexcusable; yet 

are they not sufficient to give that knowledge of God, and of His will, which is 

necessary unto salvation. 

Therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal 

Himself, and to declare that His will unto His Church; and afterwards for the better 

preserving and propagating of the truth, and for the more sure the more sure 

establishment and comfort of the Church against the corruption of the flesh, and the 

malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto writing; which makes 

the Holy Scripture to be most necessary; those former ways of God's revealing His will 

unto His people being now ceased.



A.  “The light of nature [works of creation and providence] manifest God, yet are 

not sufficient to give that knowledge of God [and His will] necessary for 

salvation. 

B. This was “committed to writing” for the better preserving and propagating of 

the truth, and establishment and comfort of the Church.

C. Holy Scripture is necessary; “those former ways of God's revealing His will 

unto His people being now ceased.”



WCF 1

Although the light of nature 

manifests God … it pleased the Lord …

to reveal Himself, and … His will 

unto His Church…

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth…



1.2

Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word of God written, are now contained all 

the books of the Old and New Testament, which are these: 
of the Old Testament: 

Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers Deuteronomy 

Joshua Judges Ruth I Samuel II Samuel I Kings II Kings I Chronicles II Chronicles 3 Ezra Nehemiah Esther 

Job Psalms Proverbs Ecclesiastes The Song of Songs 

Isaiah Jeremiah Lamentations Ezekiel Daniel Hosea Joel Amos Obadiah Jonah Micah Nahum Habakkuk Zephaniah Haggai Zechariah Malachi; 

of the New Testament: The gospels according to Matthew Mark Luke John The Acts of the Apostles Paul's Epistles to the Romans Corinthians I Corinthians II 

Galatians Ephesians Philippians Colossians Thessalonians I Thessalonians II To Timothy I To Timothy II To Titus To Philemon The Epistle to the Hebrews The 

Epistle of James The first and second Epistles of Peter The first, second, and third Epistles of John The Epistle of Jude The Revelation of John 

All which are given by inspiration of God to be the rule of faith and life.

1.3

The books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of 

the canon of the Scripture, and therefore are of no authority in the Church of God, nor 

to be any otherwise approved, or made use of, than other human writings.



A.  The books of the canon were given by inspiration of God to be the rule of 

faith and life.

B.  The books of the Apocrypha, are not divinely inspired, therefore are of no 

authority in the Church of God, nor to be used except as other human writings.

2TH 2:2 “I don’t want you to be soon shaken in mind or troubled by a spirit, or 

word, or letter supposedly from us, that the day of the Lord is come.”



1.4

The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, and obeyed, 

depends not upon the testimony of any man, or Church; but wholly upon God (who is 

truth itself) the author thereof: and therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word 

of God.

1.5

We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an high and 

reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture.  And the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy 

of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of the 

whole (which is, to give all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of 

man's salvation, the many other incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection 

thereof, are arguments whereby it does abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of 

God: yet notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and 

divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by 

and with the Word in our hearts.



A:  

The authority of Scripture entirely depends upon God, not any man, or Church; it is to 

be received, because it is the Word of God.

B:

We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to reverence for 

Scripture. 

There are many arguments by which Scripture abundantly evidence itself to be the 

Word of God, but our full persuasion and assurance of this is from the inward work of 

the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts.



1.6

The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for His own glory, 

man's salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by 

good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which 

nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or 

traditions of men.

Nevertheless, we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be 

necessary for the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the 

Word:

and that there are some circumstances concerning the worship of God, and 

government of the Church, common to human actions and societies, which are 

to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian prudence, according to the 

general rules of the Word, which are always to be observed.



A: When it comes to “man's salvation, faith and life,” there is no need for “new 

revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men” because Scripture contains “the whole 

counsel of God concerning all these things.” 

B: Scripture “sets them down” either expressly or by good and necessary 

consequence through deduction from Scripture, thus encouraging deeper thought and 

theologizing.

C: These deductions are not rationalistic though.  “saving understanding” requires “the 

inward illumination of the Spirit of God.” 

D: With Scriptural deductions in mind, there are admittedly questions about worship 

and Church government that can be answered by a combination of observing “the 

general rules of the Word” (aka. “Christian prudence”), while also considering being 

ordered by “common” human or societal patterns and “the light of nature.”



1CO 11:13

Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered? 14 

Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a 

shame unto him? 

…14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order.



1.7

All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all: 

yet those things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for 

salvation are so clearly propounded, and opened in some place of Scripture or 

other, that not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary 

means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding of them.



A:  Some things in Scripture are less clear than others.

B:  The things necessary to know, believe, and observe [!] for salvation are so clearly 

laid out somewhere Scripture that even the unlearned can understand them by “a due 

use of the ordinary means.”

C:  Will connect with 1.9…

2 Pet 3:16 “… in all his epistles, Paul speaks of these things: sometimes in a manner 

difficult to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist, as they do also the other 

scriptures, to their own destruction.”



1.8

The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people of God of 

old), and the New Testament in Greek (which, at the time of the writing of it, was most 

generally known to the nations), being immediately inspired by God, and, by His 

singular care and providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; so as, in 

all controversies of religion, the Church is finally to appeal unto them. 

But, because these original tongues are not known to all the people of God, who have 

right unto, and interest in the Scriptures, and are commanded, in the fear of God, to 

read and search them, therefore they are to be translated into the vulgar language of 

every nation unto which they come, that, the Word of God dwelling plentifully in all, 

they may worship Him in an acceptable manner; and, through patience and comfort of 

the Scriptures, may have hope.



A: Inspiration [and authority in all controversies of religion] pertains to the 

original Scriptures in Hebrew/Greek.

B: By His singular care and providence, God has kept these pure in all ages.

C:  While Hebrew/Greek were the common languages of God’s people in the 

past, they are largely unknown today, so Scriptures ought to be translated into 

the vulgar language of every nation that God’s Word may “dwell plentifully in 

all,” guide their worship, and provide them patience, comfort, and hope.



1.9

The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself: 

and therefore, when there is a question about the true and full sense of 

any Scripture (which is not manifold, but one), it must be searched and 

known by other places that speak more clearly.



A:  The infallible rule of interpretation for Scripture is [another portion of] 

Scripture.

B:  In questions “about the true and full sense of any Scripture” the 

answer must be searched and known by other clearer Scriptures.

C:  Any Scripture has “not manifold, but one”… “true and full sense.”   



1.10

The supreme judge by which all controversies of religion are to be 

determined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, 

doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose 

sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit speaking in 

the Scripture.



A:  The Holy Spirit is “speaking” in the Scripture as the supreme judge, 

determiner, and examiner of:

all controversies of religion

all decrees of councils,

opinions of ancient writers,

doctrines of men,

private spirits,

and we are to “rest” in His “sentence.”



C o n c l u s i o n

H O M E WO R K :   Re a d  C h 2  – O f  
G o d ,  a n d  o f  t h e  H o l y  Tr i n i t y



KEY TERMS from Ch1 (1.1-1.8)…

GENERAL VS SPECIAL REVELATION; CANONICITY;  the INSPIRATION, 

AUTHORITY, INFALLIBILITY, INERRANCY, SUFFICIENCY, PRESERVATION, 

SELF-AUTHENTIFICATION,  and CLARITY of SCRIPTURE.



1.9

The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself: 

and therefore, when there is a question about the true and full sense of 

any Scripture (which is not manifold, but one), it must be searched and 

known by other places that speak more clearly.



A:  The “infallible” rule of interpretation for Scripture is [another portion of] 

Scripture.

B:  In questions “about the true and full sense of any Scripture” the 

answer must be searched and known by other clearer Scriptures.

C:  Any Scripture has “not manifold, but one”… “true and full sense.”   



1.10

The supreme judge by which all controversies of religion are to be 

determined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, 

doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose 

sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit speaking in 

the Scripture.



A:  The Holy Spirit is “speaking” in the Scripture as the supreme judge, 

determiner, and examiner of:

all controversies of religion

all decrees of councils,

opinions of ancient writers,

doctrines of men,

private spirits,

and we are to “rest” in His “sentence.”

B: Rather than a ‘dead letter’ view, Scripture is a ‘living Word;’ the present-

tense/ongoing “speaking of the Holy Spirit” [who does not get His own chapter].



The Westminster Confession of Faith

C h a p t e r  2
O f  G O D  &  o f  t h e  

H O LY  T R I N I T Y



THOUGHT EXPERIMENT

You are standing in an elevator next to a skeptic … what are 4 solid 

words you could use to describe God to him? 



2.1

There is but one only, living, and true God, who is infinite in being and 

perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions; 

immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, 

most holy, most free, most absolute; working all things according to the 

counsel of His own immutable and most righteous will, for His own glory; 

most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and 

truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them that 

diligently seek Him; and withal, most just, and terrible in His judgments, 

hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.



DESCRIPTION 
VS

ATTRIBUTES



DESCRIPTION

A: There is only one God.

B: He is an infinite spirit.

C: He possess a will and works all things according to it [sovereignty].

D: He forgives, rewards, and judges.



SCRIPTURES

DEUT 6:4 “Shema” Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord. 

1COR 8:5 …we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there 

is none other God by one. 



ATTRIBUTES

A: COMMUNICABLE

B: INCOMMUNICABLE

There is but one only, living, and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a 

most pure spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions; immutable, immense, 

eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most 

absolute; 

working all things according to the counsel of His own immutable and most 

righteous will, for His own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, 

abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the 

rewarder of them that diligently seek Him; and withal, most just, and terrible in His 

judgments, hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.



ATTRIBUTES 

COMMUNICABLE 
VS

INCOMMUNICABLE



ATTRIBUTES

infinite most loving

invisible gracious

immutable merciful

almighty long-suffering



ATTRIBUTES

D: As “pure spirit” God is “without body, parts, or passions”



2.2

God has all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of Himself; and is alone in 

and unto Himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which He has 

made, nor deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting His own glory in, by, 

unto, and upon them. He is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, 

and to whom are all things; and has most sovereign dominion over them, to do by 

them, for them, or upon them whatsoever Himself pleases. In His sight all things 

are open and manifest, His knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon 

the creature, so as nothing is to Him contingent, or uncertain. He is most holy in all 

His counsels, in all His works, and in all His commands. To Him is due from angels 

and men, and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience He 

is pleased to require of them.



A:  God is all-sufficient; He has no need.

B:  God is the alone fountain of all being.

C:  God has most sovereign dominion.

D:  His knowledge is infinite.

E:  God is most holy in all His counsels, works, commands.



2.3

In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, 

power, and eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 

Ghost: the Father is of none, neither begotten, nor proceeding; the Son is 

eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding 

from the Father and the Son.



A: The Godhead is a unity of three persons.

B: The persons are one in substance, power, and eternity: 

C: The Father is of none; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the 

Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.



C o n c l u s i o n

H O M E WO R K :   Re a d  C h 3  – O f  
G O D ’ S  E T E R N A L  D EC R E E



The Westminster Confession of Faith

C h a p te r  3
O f  G O D ’s  

Ete r n a l  D e c re e

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Story of bike ride out of Monroeville ALWow that is cool, amen to that



Total Depravity

Unconditional Election

Limited Atonement

Irresistible Grace

Preservation of the Saints

Now, here are two coherent interpretations of the biblical gospel, 
which stand in evident opposition to each other…[Calvinism vs. 
Arminianism] One proclaims a God who saves; the other speaks of 
a God who enables man to save himself…Calvinism is something 
much broader than the 'five points' indicate. Calvinism is a whole 
world-view, stemming from a clear vision of God as the whole 
world's Maker and King. Calvinism is the consistent endeavour to 
acknowledge the Creator as the Lord, working all things after the 
counsel of his will. Calvinism is a theocentric way of thinking about 
all life under the direction and control of God's own word. 
Calvinism, in other words, is the theology of the Bible viewed from 
the perspective of the Bible; the God-centred outlook which sees 
the Creator as the source, and means, and end, of everything that is, 
both in nature and in grace. Calvinism is thus theism (belief in God 
as the ground of all things), religion (dependence on God as the 
giver of all things), and evangelicalism (trust in God through Christ 
for all things), all in their purest and most highly developed form. 
And Calvinism is a unified philosophy of history which sees the 
whole diversity of processes and events that take place in God's 
world as no more, and no less, than the outworking of his great pre-
ordained plan for his creatures and his church. The five points assert 
no more than that God is sovereign in saving the individual, but 
Calvinism, as such, is concerned with the much broader assertion 
that he is sovereign everywhere.  (J.I. Packer, A Quest for Godliness pp 128-129)

The TULIP of
Calvinism:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My favorite quote on what Reformed doctrine isPacker’s review of Own’s the death of death in the death of Christ…five page excursusAnd to all of that may we say AMEN



WCF Chapter 3
Introduction: Hard Questions
• How is it possible that a holy God is sovereign over all things, even 

evil, when He is not the author of evil?
• If God has ordained “whatsoever comes to pass” before the 

beginning of creation, does that mean we are just robots?
• How is it fair that a good God predestines some men and angels 

unto everlasting life, and foreordains others to everlasting death? 
• What conditions have to be met for a person to choose salvation?
• Can a person lose their salvation?
• Did Christ’s death and resurrection give everybody an equal 

opportunity to be saved?
• Of what benefit is the doctrine of election to a believer?



WCF Chapter 3
3.1
God, from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of his 
own will, freely, and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass: 
yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence 
offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency of 
second causes taken away, but rather established.

• God’s complete and absolute sovereignty over the details of the 
cosmos is affirmed—this is Theism and is common to the major 
monotheistic orthodox religions

• Includes the smallest details!
• Contrasted with Deism

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Deism, a religious movement that developed out of the Enlightenment, was popular for only a short period, but it had a strong impact on some of America’s founding fathers, such as Thomas Paine. Deists taught that God was the first cause of the universe, and He created it to run on its own. Since then, God has remained remote and aloof from the world and has been uninvolved in its activities. God was the great watchmaker, who built the watch, wound it up, and then left it alone to run by itself.Almost no one today calls himself a deist. As popular as deism was in the eighteenth century, it has virtually disappeared as a conscious system of belief. However, it is likely that the overwhelming majority of modern Americans, including most professing evangelicals, are in their thinking fundamentally deistic. God most certainly did not cause that earthquake that led to thousands dying, etc. It just happened or that was the devil….The fundamental concept behind deism is that the universe is like a machine. It may owe its origin to a divine act of creation, but it works by its own inherent forces. All our instruction in science assumes the independent causal power of natural things. But that assumption is on a collision course with biblical Christianity, which at the very beginning makes a radical distinction between the Creator and the creature. God not only creates things but He also sustains them. We are as dependent on Him for our continued existence as we were for the beginning of our existence. If God were to cease to exist tonight, what would happen to us? If the world’s very existence is dependent on God, then we and the whole world would collapse.



WCF Chapter 3
3.1
God, from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of his 
own will, freely, and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass: 
yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence 
offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency of 
second causes taken away, but rather established.

• If we agree with the first phrase, them we must conclude that in some way, 
God ordains my sin…and in fact all evil. How can this be?

• Allowing versus directly causing
• Primary versus secondary causes

• Important and difficult concept: God can and does bring good out of evil.



WCF Chapter 3
3.1
I am the LORD, and there is no other; There is no God besides Me. I will gird you, 
though you have not known Me, That they may know from the rising of the sun to 
its setting That there is none besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other; I 
form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, the LORD, 
do all these things.’ (Isa 45:5-7)

Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? But as for you, 
you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as 
it is this day, to save many people alive. Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will 
provide for you and your little ones.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them. (Gen 50:19–21)



WCF Chapter 3
3.2
Although God knows whatsoever may or can come to pass upon all 
supposed conditions, yet hath he not decreed anything because he 
foresaw it as future, or as that which would come to pass upon such 
conditions.

• Prescient (Arminian) view of predestination: God looks down the 
corridors of time and observes that certain people will respond 
positively to the gospel, while others will reject it. Then He issues His 
decree of election to match those future human decisions.

• This is conditional election—it is ultimately based on what the 
creature does, rather than on what God decrees beforehand.

Can you think of two reasons why many people prefer conditional over unconditional election?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is the problem with this view? We call this conditional election, because election is based on condition, that is, faith. Anyone who meets the condition of faith is chosen by God on the basis of that foreseen faith.This view of predestination is not biblical. It denies the biblical view because there is no real predestinating involved in the prescient view, only foreknowing. God does not determine in advance who can and will believe. 



WCF Chapter 3
3.2
• Alternatively a Reformed (Calvinist) view of predestination affirms 

unconditional election: election is based not on people’s meeting 
conditions but on the eternal decree of God Himself.

• The Bible teaches us that God’s decreed will precedes
foreknowledge



WCF Chapter 3
3.2
Rom 9:10-18
And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even 
by our father Isaac (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any 
good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not 
of works but of Him who calls), it was said to her, “The older shall serve the 
younger.” As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.” What 
shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! For 
He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.” So then it is 
not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. For 
the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you 
up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in 
all the earth.” Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He 
wills He hardens.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Locus ClassicusWho is the active agent in this passage?



WCF Chapter 3
3.3
By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men 
and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, and others fore-
ordained to everlasting death.

• What is the purpose of God’s decree of election?
• How is that purpose manifested when sinners are saved by grace 

and when sinners are eternally damned?
• What is meant by the term “double” predestination?

• Note how the terms predestined and foreordained are used here, and 
why might that be significant?

• +/+ versus +/- double predestination

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reason: manifestation of His gloryOne area of confusion is the question of so-called double predestination. Some Christians believe that the Bible teaches predestination, but only single predestination: God elects some to salvation, but does not predetermine the reprobate to damnation. They think that God’s decree is only positive; it has no negative dimension to it.The Reformed view is called double predestination because it includes both election (the positive side) and reprobation (the negative side). We who hold this view need to be cautious in how we articulate it.. So there are the elect and the nonelect. We can escape that problem only if everyone is elect. As long as the distinction between particularism (not everyone is elect) and universalism (everyone is elect) exists, we must face the problem of the flip side of election, or double predestination.On the mercy side of the ledger, God intervenes in people’s lives and brings their salvation to pass; on the other side, He does not intervene, leaving people to their own devices.Some might ask, If God has the right and the power to intervene in people’s lives and to bring them to a state of saving faith, then why doesn’t He do it for everyone? The Bible does not answer this question. We know that the answer does not reside in the individual. Some people believe that God does bestow His saving grace on everyone, so that everyone is saved whether they believe or not. Others believe that He bestows a kind of grace called prevenient grace (meaning that it comes before) that allows people to exercise faith and meet the conditions of salvation. They think that God has thus done His part, and the final decision depends on what each individual does with that grace. This is a semi-Pelagian position, and it still leaves the question of why some people cooperate with grace while others reject it.Someone who takes the position that the final decision remains with the individual faces a new kind of problem. Such a person has to wrestle with the fact that he has believed while others, perhaps a friend or family member, have not. Is it because he is somehow better or smarter than his friend who has not believed? Is that why he has faith and his friend does not? He would likely not say this. But he should. After all, he gave the right response to God’s grace, and his friend gave the wrong one. In the end, the semi-Pelagian is in the kingdom and his friend is not because the semi-Pelagian did the righteous thing and his friend did the unrighteous thing. Whether the semi-Pelagian wants to say it out loud or not, he has something to boast about.Even if the Bible never used the words predestination or election, what it teaches about our natural, fallen condition would force us to devise a doctrine of predestination to account for salvation. As Christ said, “No one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father” (John 6:65), and, “All that the Father gives me will come to me” (v. 37).In our fallen condition, we do not have the moral power to embrace the gospel. That is why God does more than offer Himself to people. He must do a work not only for us, but also in us. Paul wrote that while we were still in a state of spiritual death, God redeemed us (Eph. 2:5). Jesus said, “Unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3), and, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). Semi-Pelagianism teaches that masses of people—people who cannot see the kingdom of God or enter it, because they are not yet regenerated—embrace the kingdom. This turns the biblical order of things upside down. Two factors drive the semi-Pelagian view: a misguided effort to exalt the power for good that resides in the human heart, causing an exaggerated view of mankind or a diminished view of our fallenness, and a desire to absolve God from any charge of being arbitrary, unfair, or unrighteous.The sweetness of divine grace is shown more clearly in the Reformed view than in any semi-Pelagian view. In the semi-Pelagian view, God’s grace makes salvation possible for everyone but certain for no one. If He gives only prevenient grace and if it is up to us to cooperate with it or not, then it is theoretically possible that not a single human being will ever reach a state of salvation. In the biblical view, people who are elected by divine grace to believe and be saved will believe and be saved. God’s redemptive work accomplishes what His sovereign decree of election determined to accomplish, namely, the salvation of the elect, whom He has chosen for His own good pleasure.The change in language in section 3 from predestinated (for the elect) to foreordained (for the reprobate) cautions against a positive-positive view of double predestination. It signals that we should not understand both clauses in an equally ultimate way.



WCF Chapter 3
3.4
These angels and men, thus predestinated and fore-ordained, are 
particularly and unchangeably designed; and their number is so 
certain and definite that it can not be either increased or diminished.

• If this is the case, why should we pray for the lost? Why should we 
evangelize?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We evangelize because God commands us to, and we understand that through our preaching God brings His elect to salvation. The gospel is the power of God for salvation (Rom. 1:16). Rather than despising what our sovereign God commands us to do, we should be zealously engaged in doing it.Christians are called to proclaim the gospel as widely, plainly, and accurately as we can and then to realize that only God can bring the increase and that He has promised to bring the increase. That is why Jesus prays in the upper room, “I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours” (John 17:9). He is praying for the elect. That principle appears throughout Scripture: the number of elect men and angels is a particular, not a universal, number. It is an unchangeable number by divine design. The number of the elect is so certain and definite that it can be neither increased nor diminished.



WCF Chapter 3
3.4
In light of WCF’s assertion that the number of the elect and reprobate 
is fixed and final, how might we respond to this:

A group of Christian leaders, in the midst of a serious theological 
controversy, met to resolve a conflict so as to maintain their unity in 
Christ. After a measure of resolution occurred, one leader said to 
another, “If we hadn’t had this meeting today, millions of people would 
have been lost.”
“If they hadn’t met, not one person would have been lost. The number 
of the saved is decreed by almighty God from all eternity, and it does 
not depend on the machinations of Christian leaders.” 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We evangelize because God commands us to, and we understand that through our preaching God brings His elect to salvation. The gospel is the power of God for salvation (Rom. 1:16). Rather than despising what our sovereign God commands us to do, we should be zealously engaged in doing it.Christians are called to proclaim the gospel as widely, plainly, and accurately as we can and then to realize that only God can bring the increase and that He has promised to bring the increase. That is why Jesus prays in the upper room, “I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours” (John 17:9). He is praying for the elect. That principle appears throughout Scripture: the number of elect men and angels is a particular, not a universal, number. It is an unchangeable number by divine design. The number of the elect is so certain and definite that it can be neither increased nor diminished.



WCF Chapter 3
3.5
Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the 
foundation of the world was laid, according to his eternal and 
immutable purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure of his 
will, hath chosen in Christ, unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free 
grace and love, without any foresight of faith or good works, or 
perseverance in either of them, or any other thing in the creature, as 
conditions, or causes moving him thereunto; and all to the praise of 
his glorious grace.

• This is a summary statement on election that brings focus to at least 
three additional points



WCF Chapter 3
3.5
Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the 
foundation of the world was laid, 

• The decrees of election and predestination took place “before” 
creation in eternity

“just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,” (Eph 1:4-5)

• Two different orders of decrees are postulated:
• Creation/Fall-Salvation…or…Salvation-Creation/Fall. THOUGHTS?



WCF Chapter 3
3.5
hath chosen in Christ, 

• The ultimate object of divine election is the exaltation of Jesus Christ

“I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given 
Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am 
glorified in them…. I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will 
believe in Me through their word” (John 17:9-10, 20)



WCF Chapter 3
3.5
out of his mere free grace and love,

• This is the prominent reformed theme of sola gratia, by “grace alone”

• We usually connect it with sola fide “faith alone” to say that we are saved 
“by grace alone through faith (alone)”—grace must precede faith

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Eph 2:8-9)



WCF Chapter 3
3.6
As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath he, by the eternal 
and most free purpose of his will, fore-ordained all the means 
thereunto. Wherefore they who are elected, being fallen in Adam, are 
redeemed by Christ, are effectually called unto faith in Christ by his 
Spirit working in due season; are justified, adopted, sanctified, and 
kept by his power through faith unto salvation. Neither are any other 
redeemed by Christ, effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, 
and saved, but the elect only.

• Two points to highlight in this section are:
• End vs. means and…
• The so-called ordo salutis (order of salvation)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“… whom he foreknew.”Is it possible to interpret Paul’s words in this sense: Before the world was created God foresaw who were going to believe in him and who would not. So, on the basis of that foreseen faith, he decided to elect to salvation those good people who were going to exercise it?Answer: such a construction is entirely impossible, for according to Scripture even faith is God’s gift. See N.T.C. on Ephesians, pp. 120–123 (on Eph. 2:8). See also John 6:44, 65; 1 Cor. 4:7; Phil. 1:29. In fact, even the good works performed by believers are prepared beforehand by God! (Eph. 2:10).On the contrary, the foreknowledge mentioned in Rom. 8:29 refers to divine active delight. It indicates that, in his own sovereign good pleasure, God set his love on certain individuals, many still to be born, gladly acknowledging them as his own, electing them to everlasting life and glory. Note the following:“For I have known him [Abraham] so that he may direct his children and his household after him” (Gen. 18:19).“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, Before you were born I set you apart” (Jer. 1:5).“I am the good shepherd, and I know my own” (John 10:14). Cf. 10:28.“The Lord knows who are his” (2 Tim. 2:19).Add the following: Ps. 1:6; Amos 3:2; Hos. 13:5; Matt. 7:23; 1 Cor. 8:3; Gal. 4:9; 1 John 3:1; and see also on Rom. 11:2.“The term prognosis [foreknowledge] reveals the fact that in his purpose according to election the persons are not the objects of God’s ‘bare foreknowledge’ but of his ‘active delight.’ ” William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of Pauls Epistle to the Romans, vol. 1213, New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 19532001), 282. William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, vol. 12–13, New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1953–2001), 282.



WCF Chapter 3
3.6
As God hath appointed the elect unto glory,---this is His end

are effectually called unto faith in Christ by his Spirit working in due season; 
--this is His means, by calling unto faith

• People are called unto faith by the preaching and teaching of the Gospel, 
and we are maintained in and grow in our faith through actively partaking 
in the common means of grace

How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall 
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without 
a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad 
tidings of good things!” (Rom 10:14-15)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“… whom he foreknew.”Is it possible to interpret Paul’s words in this sense: Before the world was created God foresaw who were going to believe in him and who would not. So, on the basis of that foreseen faith, he decided to elect to salvation those good people who were going to exercise it?Answer: such a construction is entirely impossible, for according to Scripture even faith is God’s gift. See N.T.C. on Ephesians, pp. 120–123 (on Eph. 2:8). See also John 6:44, 65; 1 Cor. 4:7; Phil. 1:29. In fact, even the good works performed by believers are prepared beforehand by God! (Eph. 2:10).On the contrary, the foreknowledge mentioned in Rom. 8:29 refers to divine active delight. It indicates that, in his own sovereign good pleasure, God set his love on certain individuals, many still to be born, gladly acknowledging them as his own, electing them to everlasting life and glory. Note the following:“For I have known him [Abraham] so that he may direct his children and his household after him” (Gen. 18:19).“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, Before you were born I set you apart” (Jer. 1:5).“I am the good shepherd, and I know my own” (John 10:14). Cf. 10:28.“The Lord knows who are his” (2 Tim. 2:19).Add the following: Ps. 1:6; Amos 3:2; Hos. 13:5; Matt. 7:23; 1 Cor. 8:3; Gal. 4:9; 1 John 3:1; and see also on Rom. 11:2.“The term prognosis [foreknowledge] reveals the fact that in his purpose according to election the persons are not the objects of God’s ‘bare foreknowledge’ but of his ‘active delight.’ ” William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of Pauls Epistle to the Romans, vol. 1213, New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 19532001), 282. William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, vol. 12–13, New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1953–2001), 282.



WCF Chapter 3
3.6
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; 
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these 
He also glorified. (Rom 8:29-30)

• Order of salvation: acknowledges that all aspects of election is 
conceived in eternity, but realized temporally

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“… whom he foreknew.”Is it possible to interpret Paul’s words in this sense: Before the world was created God foresaw who were going to believe in him and who would not. So, on the basis of that foreseen faith, he decided to elect to salvation those good people who were going to exercise it?Answer: such a construction is entirely impossible, for according to Scripture even faith is God’s gift. See N.T.C. on Ephesians, pp. 120–123 (on Eph. 2:8). See also John 6:44, 65; 1 Cor. 4:7; Phil. 1:29. In fact, even the good works performed by believers are prepared beforehand by God! (Eph. 2:10).On the contrary, the foreknowledge mentioned in Rom. 8:29 refers to divine active delight. It indicates that, in his own sovereign good pleasure, God set his love on certain individuals, many still to be born, gladly acknowledging them as his own, electing them to everlasting life and glory. Note the following:“For I have known him [Abraham] so that he may direct his children and his household after him” (Gen. 18:19).“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, Before you were born I set you apart” (Jer. 1:5).“I am the good shepherd, and I know my own” (John 10:14). Cf. 10:28.“The Lord knows who are his” (2 Tim. 2:19).Add the following: Ps. 1:6; Amos 3:2; Hos. 13:5; Matt. 7:23; 1 Cor. 8:3; Gal. 4:9; 1 John 3:1; and see also on Rom. 11:2.“The term prognosis [foreknowledge] reveals the fact that in his purpose according to election the persons are not the objects of God’s ‘bare foreknowledge’ but of his ‘active delight.’ ” William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of Pauls Epistle to the Romans, vol. 1213, New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 19532001), 282. William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, vol. 12–13, New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1953–2001), 282.



WCF Chapter 3
3.6
God uses the means of grace to bring about His saving purposes in 
our lives. When we join a church, we have to vow that we will diligently 
use the means of grace. We should not miss the Lord’s Supper or 
Sunday morning services. Corporate worship is a means of grace. We 
should always attend to the preached Word. This is not a casual thing. 
It is not about being religious. It is about being diligent in pursuing the 
means that God has ordained for bringing people to faith. God’s 
appointed means are not our marketing techniques. There is nothing 
in them that is ostentatious or peculiar; they are simply the tools that 
God Himself has ordained to allow us to grow us in grace.
(R.C. Sproul, Truths we Confess, p92)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
C.S. Lewis comment….



WCF Chapter 3
3.7
The rest of mankind God was pleased, according to the unsearchable 
counsel of his own will, whereby he extendeth or withholdeth mercy as 
he pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign power over his creatures, to 
pass by, and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their sin, to the 
praise of his glorious justice.

• Unless we are universalist, we must agree that some people will 
spend eternity in hell, and in some sense God ordains it. Questions:

• Is the number of the reprobate fixed, or does it depend on something? 
(unconditional vs conditional)

• Who sends people to hell? Themselves? The devil? Or God?
• How is this glorious?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The grace of God redounds to His glory. We understand that God is wonderful because He is so kind, merciful, and gracious, and we see how grace displays the glory of God. But do we see how His justice also displays His glory? To rescue a sinner from His damnation is a wonderful thing, but to punish unrighteousness justly is also good. So in God’s way and plan of salvation, He determines from the beginning to manifest both grace and justice—never injustice—by rescuing some (grace) and passing over the others (justice). No one gets injustice.



WCF Chapter 3
3.8
The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled 
with special prudence and care, that men attending the will of God 
revealed in his Word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the 
certainty of their effectual vocation, be assured of their eternal 
election. So shall this doctrine afford matter of praise, reverence, and 
admiration of God; and of humility, diligence, and abundant 
consolation to all that sincerely obey the gospel.

• The doctrine of election ought to cause us to be humble, thankful,
and hopeful

• Faithful obedience to Christ engenders assurance of salvation



WCF Chapter 3
3.8
Passages of hope:

being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work 
in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; (Phil 1:6)

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. (Phil 2:12b-
13)



WCF Chapter 3
3.8
Passages of hope:

But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to 
knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, 
you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who 
lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election 
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Pet 1:5-11)

Christian: Be about the business of making your calling and election sure!
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WCF Chapters 4-5

Review and Introduction

• WSC #7 – What are the decrees of God?
• The decrees of God are His eternal purpose according to the counsel 

of His will, whereby for His own glory He has foreordained whatsoever 

comes to pass.

• WSC #8 – How does God execute His decrees?
• God executes His decrees in the works of creation and providence.



WCF Chapters 4-5

Introduction: Questions to Ponder

• How is it possible in today’s scientific age to believe God made all 

things in 6 days?

• Was there really an “Adam” who was different from us?

• If God directs, disposes, and governs all creatures, actions, and 

things, why am I responsible for what I do?

• If God is the ultimate first cause of all things, how is He not the 

author of sin? 

• If God could keep His elect from sin and suffering, why doesn’t He?

• Of what benefit is the fact of God’s providence to a believer?



WCF Chapter 4

4.1

“It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the 
manifestation of the glory of His eternal power, wisdom, and 
goodness, in the beginning, to create or make of nothing the world, 
and all things therein, whether visible or invisible, in the space of six 
days, and all very good.”

• All persons of the Trinity were involved in the creation
• Gen. 1:1-2, John 1:2, Heb 1:2, Job 33:4

• Creation displays God’s power, wisdom, and goodness
• Jer. 10:12, Psalm 33:5-6



WCF Chapter 4

4.1 – God says…

• The world is not self-existent or eternal – it is created

• It derives its existence from the power of God’s speaking

• All things were made of nothing – ex nihilo – in 6 days

• The result was very good

• God did all this for His own glory and reveals Himself therein
• Natural or general revelation

• Genesis 1

• v. 1 - In the beginning…

• v. 3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 26, 29 - And God said…

• v. 31 – Behold, it was very good…



WCF Chapter 4

4.1 – Man says…

• The universe is self-existent

• There is an eternal “matter”

• A blind process has brought order out of chaos – evolution over billions 
of years

• The process is full of death, but that brings progress

• Man is the current end result of evolution, but there will be more (if we 
don’t destroy the planet)

• Evolution and its logical consequences (e.g., survival of the fittest) have 
invaded almost all academic disciplines

• If all this just happened, there is no God nor ethical standard

• Life is cheap, let the strongest rule



WCF Chapter 4

4.2

“After God had made all other creatures, He created man, male and 
female, with reasonable and immortal souls, endued with 
knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness after His own image, 
having the law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfill it; 
and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being left to the liberty 
of their own will, which was subject unto change. Besides this law 
written in their hearts, they received a command not to eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil; which while they kept were 
happy in their communion with God and had dominion over the 
creatures.”



WCF Chapter 4

4.2

• God created male and female – it’s binary!
• Gen 1:27

• Man in his physical-spiritual totality bears the image of God, unlike 
all the other creatures

• Gen 1:26
• Man is superordinate to the rest of creation – not subordinate

• Modern naturalism replaces God with “mother nature”
• Man has an eternal soul, with God’s law in his heart

• Matt. 10:28, Rom. 2:14-15
• Adam as created had knowledge, righteousness, and holiness and 

the power to perfectly keep God’s law – or not
• The Fall destroyed that ability - but our new man is being renewed in 

that direction through the Holy Spirit’s sanctifying work
• Col. 3:10, Eph. 4:24
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WCF Chapter 5

5.1

“God, the great Creator of all things, doth uphold, direct dispose, and govern all 
creatures, actions, and things, from the greatest even to the least, by His most 
wise and holy providence, according to His infallible foreknowledge, and the 
free and immutable counsel of His own will, to the praise of the glory of His 
wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy.”

• The God who created, sustains His creation (Heb. 1:1-3)

• In times past, “Providence” was a name for God
• Declaration of Independence - “And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 

protection of divine  Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our 
sacred Honor.”

• Stonewall Jackson - “The battle is ours.  The outcome belongs to Providence.  It is of God.”

• Today, men think of a closed, mechanistic universe



WCF Chapter 5

5.1

• “Chance” is excluded
• Nothing “just happens” apart from God’s hand

• Nothing happens “this way” that might have happened “that way” if…

• No chance that men can act contrary to their character (Jer.13:23)

• “Fate” is excluded
• Mechanical fate says all things are predetermined, but by an 

impersonal force – meaningless, merciless, hopeless

• Luckily…, fortunately… - Remove these from your vocabulary!



WCF Chapter 5

5.1

• God governs all His creation… (not chance)
• Prov. 21:1, Dan. 4:34-35, Acts 17:25-26, Psalm 135:6

• In wisdom and holiness (not fate)
• Psalm 104:24, 145:17, Prov. 15:3

• Meaningful, merciful, hopeful – especially in pain and tragedy

• For His glory

• In the struggles of life, see God at work
• Judgment on sin (Eli – I Sam 3, David – Psalm 51)

• Injustice from others

• Agony of trials (Job 13:15)



WCF Chapter 5

5.2

“Although in relation to the foreknowledge and decree of God, the 

first cause, all things come to pass immutably and infallibly, yet, by 

the same providence, He ordereth them to fall out according to the 

nature of second causes, either necessarily, freely, or contingently.”

• God achieves His purpose through chosen means (2nd causes)

• Natural forces as well as people, e.g., a doctor and medicine

• These means have real power, but only within the extent granted by God

• Confluence of divine and human wills



WCF Chapter 5

5.2

• Joseph and his brothers
• The brothers acted exactly as they desired – pure wickedness

• God’s intentions were perfectly fulfilled – pure holiness and blessing

• Genesis 50:20 – “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.”

• Christ and His accusers
• The accusers wanted to kill Jesus because He was a threat – pure wickedness

• God’s eternal purpose of redemption was accomplished – pure love

• Acts 2:23 – “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, you have taken and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.”

• Mystery of how God brings good out of evil - Romans 8:28

• No ultimate tragedy for believers and no ultimate blessing for unbelievers



WCF Chapter 5

5.3

“God, in His ordinary providence, maketh use of means, yet is free to 
work without, above, and against them, at His pleasure”

• God usually uses ways or instruments to accomplish His will

• How did the we get to California?

• But God is not bound to means

• Salvation from enemies (Hosea 1:7)

• Miraculous healings (John 11:43)

• Crossing the Red Sea (Ex. 14:21)



WCF Chapter 5

5.4

“The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, and infinite goodness 

of God, so far manifest themselves in His providence, that it 

extendeth itself even to the first fall, and all other sins of angels and 

men, and that not by a bare permission, but such as hath joined with 

it a most wise and powerful bounding, and otherwise ordering and 

governing of them, in a manifold dispensation, to His own holy 

ends; yet so, as the sinfulness thereof proceedeth only from the 

creature, and not from God; who being most holy and righteous, 

neither is nor can be the author or approver of sin.”



WCF Chapter 5

5.4

• God’s sovereign providence even extends to the origin of evil

• But it doesn’t cancel God’s power, wisdom, or goodness

• God doesn’t just “allow” evil against His will – He ordains it, but within 

bounds for His own glory

• Sinfulness is of the creature, not from God - Rom. 9:19-20, James 1:13

• Sin is real evil – yet somehow it work to God’s holy and good ends

• The Fall, Judas’ betrayal



WCF Chapter 5

5.5

“The most wise, righteous, and gracious God, doth oftentimes leave 

for a season His own children to manifold temptations and the 

corruption of their own hearts, to chastise them for their former sins, 

or to discover unto them the hidden strength of corruption and 

deceitfulness of their hearts, that they may be humbled; and to raise 

them to a more close and constant dependence for their support 

upon himself, and to make them more watchful against all future 

occasions of sin, and for sundry other just and holy ends.”



WCF Chapter 5

5.5

• Our ground of eternal security is sure because of Christ, but on occasion 

God “leaves us” to our sin – Heb. 12:6, I Pet. 1:6

• Exposes the sinfulness of our old man and drives us back to Christ

• We get the consequences of our sin

• Consider the children of Israel throughout the OT

• Sometimes God is teaching us to depend more on Him

• Paul - II Cor. 12:7-9

• David – Psalm 143:7

• Ultimately it is for God’s holy purpose and our further sanctification



WCF Chapter 5

5.6

“As for those wicked and ungodly men whom God, as a righteous 

judge, for former sins, doth blind and harden; from them He not 

only withholdeth his grace, whereby they might have been 

enlightened in their understandings, and wrought upon their hearts; 

but sometimes also withdraweth the gifts which they had; and 

exposeth them to such objects as their corruption makes occasion of 

sin; and withal, gives them over to their own lusts, the temptations of 

the world, and the power of Satan; whereby it comes to pass that 

they harden themselves, even under those means which God useth

for the softening of others.”



WCF Chapter 5

5.6

• To the ungodly, God brings additional temptations and hardens their hearts

• Even God’s Word has a hardening effect - Isaiah 6:9-10, Matt. 13:11-15

• Brings blessing or wrath – Rom. 2:5

• They hear but do not heed

• What softens some hearts, hardens others

• They hate the message and the messenger

• Stay in their lusts as they desire and God further gives them over – Rom. 1

• Piling judgements on themselves



WCF Chapter 5

5.7

“As the providence of God doth, in general, reach to all creatures, so, 

after a most special manner, it taketh care of his church, and 

disposeth all things to the good thereof.”

• Common grace extends to all of creation, but…

• Special providential care is for His chosen people

• Rom. 8:28, Matt. 16:18

• Reason for hope as the church languishes today

• Basis for prayer that God would renew His church
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
T in TULIP, total depravity, the fallen nature of man.At the start we consider where we want to end: When we study what the Bible and the WCF has to say about our fallen nature, we should be humbled and thankful that our God has saved us the punishment that our sins deserve.



WCF Chapter 6
Introduction: Humanity, the Supreme Paradox
Humanity, Blaise Pascal observed, is the supreme paradox. We are at 
the same time the creatures of the highest grandeur and the worst 
misery, able to reflect on our existence in a way that other creatures 
cannot, but also able to contemplate a better life, one we cannot 
achieve. We can contemplate life without disease, death, pain, sorrow, 
and sin, but so far we have been unable to achieve such an 
existence—though Christians look forward to it in the new heaven and 
the new earth. 

R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess



WCF Chapter 6
Introduction: Questions to Ponder

• What were Adam and Eve like and how did they fall from innocence?

• Regarding original sin, what is the difference between the “Realism” 
and “Federalism” views?

• What is the nature of original sin and how is it different from actual 
sin?

• What is the difference between subjective and objective guilt?

• What does Total Depravity mean?



WCF Chapter 6
6.1
“Our first parents, being seduced by the subtlety and 
temptation of Satan, sinned, in eating the forbidden fruit. 
This their sin, God was pleased, according to his wise and 
holy counsel, to permit, having purposed to order it to his 
own glory.”

Let’s start by reviewing the passage in question: Gen 3:1-7

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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6.1
Gen 3:1-7:

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord 
God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not 
eat of every tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest 
you die.’ ” Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God 
knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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6.1 – Satan’s Tactics…Has God indeed said?
• Satan starts by planting a seed of doubt that God desires 

to give us what is good
• God’s restrictions are somehow unjust, unfair, tyrannical

Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God 
knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Gen 3:4–5)

• There, Satan set before mankind in the garden, is the 
temptation: to become like God and achieve autonomy 
(self law)

Who will we obey?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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6.1 – Compare the Temptation of the First and Last Adam

Adam Christ

Setting Tested in an immaculate garden, a 
paradise filled with magnificent trees 
whose fruit was good to eat

Adam and Eve had each other for 
strength, encouragement, and comfort

Tempted in the Judean wilderness, 40 days 
without food or water

Faced the forces of hell alone

Satan’s hook “Did God indeed say….?” “If you are the Son of God…”

Response Adam was satisfied to live by some 
words that come from the mouth of God, 
but not by every word

Jesus, in the same kind of confrontation, did 
not negotiate His Father’s will but lived by 
every word that God had spoken

Here is the philosophical problem: How can a creature who has no sinful 
disposition, no evil desire, and no evil inclination whatsoever make a wicked 
choice? If we choose something freely, we choose what we want.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Satan did not say to Jesus, “Since You are the Son of God. . . .” Instead, he said, “The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread” (Luke 4:3, emphasis added). The last words Jesus heard before entering the wilderness were God’s declaration, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). All three times in the New Testament when God speaks audibly, He declares the sonship of Christ: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matt. 17:5).As soon as God announced that Jesus was His beloved Son, the Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness, where for forty days He remained in isolation. Satan subtly suggested to Jesus, “How could the Son of God possibly be subjected to such treatment?”Satan took the same approach with Eve: “Did God actually say. . .?” Today, the Bible’s authority as the written Word of God has come under such severe attack that the church is tempted not to submit to it. The satanic suggestion continues for us: “This is the Word of God? How can this be the Word of God? Did God really say. . .?” In the context of the temptation to turn stones into bread, Jesus responded, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’” (Matt. 4:4).We do not know what motivated Adam and Eve. Somehow, a good desire got twisted into a bad result.We get a clue from Jesus’ temptation involving hunger. He had a physical desire for food. Nothing is sinful about a hungry person’s wanting to eat. The desire is perfectly righteous. But if He had acted on that desire in response to Satan’s temptation, He would have failed the test. This does not mean that Jesus’ desire to eat was a sinful one. No matter how great His physical desire for food was, He desired even more to obey His Father at every point. A desire for something, in and of itself, can be morally neutral, but in certain circumstances a desire can become wicked. Perhaps something like this took place with Adam and Eve, but the Bible does not tell us how it was possible for them to sin. We do know, beyond any shadow of a doubt, that they did sin. How sin got here we do not know, but it is here. The good news of Scripture is that there is redemption from sin. R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d. R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d. R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.
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6.2 and 6.3
“By this sin they fell from their original righteousness and 
communion with God, and so became dead in sin, and wholly 
defiled in all the parts and faculties of soul and body.” [will address 
in 6.4]

“They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was 
imputed; and the same death in sin, and corrupted nature, 
conveyed to all their posterity descending from them by ordinary 
generation.”

• This section introduces the concept of original sin



WCF Chapter 6
6.3
• Scripture teaches that Adam’s guilt and sin is imputed to his posterity 

(i.e. all of mankind)

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned (Rom 5:12)

For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. (1 Cor 
15:21-22)

• Two views on the nature of the relationship of Adam to his posterity 
and how original sin is passed generationally:

• Realism and…
• Federalism



WCF Chapter 6
6.3
• Realism asserts that God only holds us accountable for “real” sin and that 

God can only hold us accountable for Adam’s sin if we were there (Ezek
18:2ff, Deut 5:9)

• Realism suggests that we can be held accountable for the sin of Adam 
because we really sinned with Adam

• In this view, Adam (and Eve) constituted the whole of humanity and 
each of his descendants, coming from his body, has been an 
individuation of that human nature

• Federalism emphasizes Adam’s representative character
• Adam is a single individual, yet in Eden he was the federal head of the 

human race, representing himself and all his seed
• The test that Adam underwent was not just for himself but for the 

human race. When he fell, so did all whom he represented

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Ezekiel, the people complain that God is unfair: “The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge” (Ezek. 18:2). God answered by reminding the people that they were being punished for their own sins, not the sins of their fathers. Although the Decalogue says that God visits the iniquity of people on the third and fourth generations (Deut. 5:9), this does not mean that the third and fourth generations are immediately punished for their ancestors’ sins. It means that the consequences of our sin will have an impact on our descendants to the third and fourth generations. The principle in Ezekiel is that God holds us accountable for the sins that we commit, not for the sins that someone else commits. R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.
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6.4
“From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, 
disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all 
evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.”

“If I were to choose one statement in the entire confession that crystallizes 
the distinctive characteristics of historic Reformation theology, it would be 
this one. Here lies the focus of the historic debates between Reformed 
theology and other theologies concerning the degree to which we human 
beings have fallen from our original righteousness. That is, it states the scope 
and extent of original sin.”
R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess

This it the Total Depravity in TULIP and it is important that we have a good 
understanding what it means 
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6.4
• “From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly 

indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly 
inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.”

• We distinguish between original sin and actual sin
• Original sin refers to our nature—our moral condition from which our actual 

behavior flows
• Actual sin is reflective of our actual desires, thoughts, actions, and speech

• We sin because we are sinners (not the other way around) (From…do 
proceed…)

• Another way to say it: we sin because we want to sin



WCF Chapter 6
6.4
• “From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, 

disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to 
all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.”

• The word inclined is important because it gives us context for the 
understanding what original sin is and how it impacts us

• If you are in a boat with a bent or untrimmed rudder or…

• You are driving a car with wheels that are out of alignment or…

• You are flying an untrimmed airplane and…

• You let go of the controls…what happens? YOU GO OFF COURSE/CRASH
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6.4 Common Questions and Objections
• Surely this is an exaggeration because I am not as bad as I can 

be! I do lots of good things!

Praise God and give glory to Him that you are defeating actual 
sin and demonstrating actual righteousness in life. But 
remember that your growth in Christ is empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, and that your underlying sinful nature remains…it is dying, 
it is no longer your master, but it still remains.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is not that we are as bad as we can be but that sin has affected every part of our being
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6.4 Common Questions and Objections
• What about the unbelieving man that seems to be such a good 

person that he puts the Christian to shame with his sacrificial 
giving and good attitude towards his fellow man?

What is the underlying reason the man excels at the 2nd greatest 
commandment? By definition it is not to honor God…it is not easy 
to discern but such a man may enjoy the feelings of self worth and 
life improvement that obeying the second table of the Law brings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The rich young ruler who came to Jesus was clearly a man of high standing in the community, though unregenerate. He asked Jesus in flattering terms, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus responded: “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone” (Luke 18:18–19). To understand this exchange, we must pay close attention to Jesus’ first response, which in a sense framed the entire discussion: “Why do you call me good?”Some critics say that Jesus here denied His own deity and perfection. But Jesus did not say, “Why do you call Me good? I am not good.” Nor did He say, “Why do you call Me good? I am not God.” Jesus knew that the man had no idea who He was.The ruler had a superficial, defective understanding of goodness that was inadequate for his concerns. To reveal this to him, Jesus employed the Socratic method. It is one thing to tell a person that he is not as good as he thinks he is, but it is another to lead him to discover it on his own. Rather than give the young man a direct answer, Jesus simply said, “You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother’” (Luke 18:20). R.C. Sproul, Truths We ConfessScripture says that when God judges us for our actions and behavior, He considers two things: the outward acts and the inward motivation. He considers the acts to see if they conform to His law. Consider the unregenerate person who exercises civil virtue and refrains from stealing. He passes the first half of the test—external conformity to the law—but what about the second half—his motivation? A good deed is one that is objectively good, but it must also be motivated by a good inclination or a desire to please God. Most of us understand that it is in our best interests to behave well toward others. But for God to deem such behavior good, it must be motivated by a love for God and a genuine desire to please Him.R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.
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6.4 Common Questions and Objections
Consider the story of the rich young ruler (Luke 18:18-23)

Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No 
one is good but One, that is, God. You know the commandments: ‘Do not 
commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false 
witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’ ” And he said, “All these 
things I have kept from my youth.” So when Jesus heard these things, He 
said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But 
when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The rich young ruler who came to Jesus was clearly a man of high standing in the community, though unregenerate. He asked Jesus in flattering terms, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus responded: “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone” (Luke 18:18–19). To understand this exchange, we must pay close attention to Jesus’ first response, which in a sense framed the entire discussion: “Why do you call me good?”Some critics say that Jesus here denied His own deity and perfection. But Jesus did not say, “Why do you call Me good? I am not good.” Nor did He say, “Why do you call Me good? I am not God.” Jesus knew that the man had no idea who He was.The ruler had a superficial, defective understanding of goodness that was inadequate for his concerns. To reveal this to him, Jesus employed the Socratic method. It is one thing to tell a person that he is not as good as he thinks he is, but it is another to lead him to discover it on his own. Rather than give the young man a direct answer, Jesus simply said, “You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother’” (Luke 18:20). R.C. Sproul, Truths We ConfessScripture says that when God judges us for our actions and behavior, He considers two things: the outward acts and the inward motivation. He considers the acts to see if they conform to His law. Consider the unregenerate person who exercises civil virtue and refrains from stealing. He passes the first half of the test—external conformity to the law—but what about the second half—his motivation? A good deed is one that is objectively good, but it must also be motivated by a good inclination or a desire to please God. Most of us understand that it is in our best interests to behave well toward others. But for God to deem such behavior good, it must be motivated by a love for God and a genuine desire to please Him.R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.
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6.5
“This corruption of nature, during this life, doth remain in those that 
are regenerated; and although it be, through Christ, pardoned, and 
mortified; yet both itself, and all the motions thereof, are truly and 
properly sin.”

• Even after regeneration, we remain tainted by sin’s power until glorified in 
heaven after death

• Regeneration frees us from total bondage to sin, from moral inability

• Note: this section denies that a Christian can be perfected in this life
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6.6  - Guilt
“Every sin, both original and actual, being a transgression of the 
righteous law of God, and contrary thereunto, doth, in its own 
nature, bring guilt upon the sinner, whereby he is bound over to the 
wrath of God, and curse of the law, and so made subject to death, 
with all miseries spiritual, temporal, and eternal.”

• Note that both original sin and actual sin bring guilt on the sinner

• Guilt is defined biblically as something objective, not just a subjective 
feeling

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Discuss the three different key words: guilt, wrath, and curse
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6.6 - Guilt
• Objective guilt is the result of transgressing God’s law

• We carry this guilt for both original and actual sin

• Subjective (feeling) guilt may, or may not be associated with objective guilt
• If our conscience is working properly we should feel guilty when we are
• We can also feel guilty when we are not guilty, and we can not feel 

guilty when we actually (objectively) are

• The Bible’s only cure for objective guilt is objective forgiveness

• The Bible teaches even as Christians to confess our sins and ask for 
forgiveness daily (Matt 6:12, John 13:10, 1 John 1:9)
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6.6 - Wrath
• Who and what are we saved from? 
And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather 
fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. (Matt 10:28)

• God’s wrath is not a popular truth in today’s church, yet a proper 
understanding of God’s wrath is necessary to understanding the Cross

“O sinner, God loathes you even more than a righteous prince abhors the 
rebels in His kingdom, and you can give no reason why you haven’t fallen 
into the pit of hell since you arose from your bed this morning other than 
that God’s hand has held you up.” 

J. Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God
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6.6 - Curse
• The curse on all of life and all of creation comes from man’s fall and 

God’s judgement on man (Gen 3:14-19). Because of the curse:
• Childbirth is painful
• Marriage is hard
• The ground (suggesting all of creation) is cursed (thorns and thistiles)
• Work is toilsome
• Death is our end



WCF Chapter 6
6.6 - Curse
• We end this chapter by noting that even in the curse, God gives 

Gospel Hope:
So the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, 
You are cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the 
field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of 
your life. And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And 
between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you 
shall bruise His heel.” (Gen 3:14–15)



The Westminster Confession of Faith

C h a p t e r  7
O f  G o d ’s  C o v e n a n t  

w i t h  M a n

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Last week we covered the fall of man in chapter 6, and next week, in chapter 8 we will be covering Christ the Mediator. It is no accident that covenants was placed between these two chapters by the divines because it is the framework, or structure thru which God provides a Savior for a lost and fallen race.



WCF Chapter 7
Warm up Question

Justification (right standing before God) is, and always has 
been, by works alone. True or false? Defend your answer.



WCF Chapter 7
Warm up Question
“As evangelical Christians, we proclaim the gospel of 
justification by faith alone. This is theological shorthand for 
what chapter 7 is getting at: justification is actually by works 
alone because the only way anyone will ever stand justified 
in God’s presence is if the covenant of works is perfectly 
fulfilled…When we put our faith in the perfect work of Christ, 
God accounts us just in His sight. We are still justified by 
works—the works of Jesus, not our own.”

R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess
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Introduction: Questions to Ponder
• Why do we take vows when we:

• Get married?
• Join a church?
• Agree to assist in raising a child in the training and nurture of the Lord?

• How were the people of the Old Testament saved?
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7.1
“The distance between God and the creature is so great, 
that although reasonable creatures do owe obedience 
unto him as their Creator, yet they could never have any 
fruition of him as their blessedness and reward, but by 
some voluntary condescension on God’s part, which he 
hath been pleased to express by way of covenant.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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7.1 – What is a Covenant?
• Like a contract, a binding agreement that defines the 

relationship between two parties

• This section asserts that Scripture gives a covenantal 
relationship structure between man and God and that 
covenant is the framework for all of redemptive history

• Covenant theology was developed in the 16th century 
and it was the consistent doctrinal position of the 
Westminster Divines 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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7.1 – What is a Covenant?
• Extrabiblical research has found that covenantal 

relationships in the Bible reflected a similar framework 
for Suzerain/Vassal relations in the ancient Near East

• Thus, this particular legal framework was very familiar to 
ancient Israel, the original audience of the Old Testament

• We can say: “Our God is a Covenant God”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To broaden our understanding of a covenant, let’s look at some important research done in the 1950s by George Mendenhall. His monograph Law and Covenant in the Ancient Near East, which analyzed ancient Hittite treaties, sent shock waves throughout the scholarly world and precipitated further research on this subject, including Meredith Kline’s By Oath Consigned, the title of which referred to the basic structure of the biblical relationship between God and His people. In his analysis of treaties entered into by Hittite kings with their vassals, Mendenhall showed that the particular format, legal structure, or framework of these treaties was not unique to the Hittites but was common to treaties throughout the ancient Near East, including Israel. R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.



WCF Chapter 7
7.1 – Parts of a Biblical Covenant
1. Preamble: Identified the suzerain

“I am the LORD your God” (Exod 20:2)

2. Historical Prologue: Summary of relationship with vassals
“…who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” 
(Exod 20:2)

3. Promises & Stipulations: “If you do…then I will provide…

“…if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully 
all His commandments …all these blessings shall come upon you and 
overtake you…”(Deut 28:1-2)

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And 
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest 
Myself to him. (John 14:21) Question: Is local church affiliation (aka membership 

if possible!) a new covenant stipulation?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How many times have we heard it said, “Christianity is not a bunch of rules and regulations; it is about a personal relationship”? That is a false dichotomy. Christianity is certainly not rules and regulations alone. At its heart, it is a personal relationship. But that relationship, because it is a covenant relationship, is defined by rules and regulations. It is based on promises and conditions: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.One of the requirements for Christians is to belong to the visible body of believers. When Christ saves us, He puts us into a body, the church, which is invisible in its spiritual dimension. But Christ established not only an invisible church but also a visible church. He commands and expects all His people to be in a valid church, where they will be under the spiritual care of the elders. People should not join a church to avoid feeling guilty. They need to understand that Christ established the church and wants each of us and our families to be part of the visible body. Church membership is part of our covenant relationship with Christ and with God. In other words, it is the law, the New Testament law.There is an antinomian attitude in our culture. A lot of Christians like to believe that we have no laws in the new covenant. However, there cannot be a covenant without stipulations, conditions, and requirements. As part of the formal stipulations, law is part of God’s covenant. R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. (Heb 10:25)
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7.1 – Parts of a Biblical Covenant
4. Sanctions (Curses): If you don’t…then this will happen…

”And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every 
tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen 2:16–17)

“And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers 
until he should pay all that was due to him. So My heavenly 
Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does 
not forgive his brother his trespasses.” (Matt 18:34-35)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Deuteronomy, when the law was given again by Moses, God promised the people that if they diligently took heed to themselves and kept His commandments, they would be blessed, but if they broke the law, they would be cursed. This concept of blessing and curse was not first introduced by Moses; it was already present in the sanctions delivered to Adam and Eve. God promised them the tree of life if they were obedient to His law in the garden of Eden; if they were disobedient, a curse would come on them and the land. Due to these sanctions, the whole creation fell under the curse of God. R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.
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7.1 – Parts of a Biblical Covenant
5. Oath: A sacred vow that established the covenant

• Usually involving a ceremony and often with witnesses
• Marriage is a picture of our covenant mediated by Christ (Eph 

5:22-33)
• In Christian worship, Communion replaces Passover as a 

renewal of this ceremony

• Includes a sign or seal that represents the binding nature of 
the vow

• Circumcision is now replaced by Baptism (c.f. Col 2:11-12)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To ratify the covenant with Abraham, God required him to cut off the foreskin of his flesh (Gen. 17:9–14). Meredith Kline writes that this rite symbolized the dual sanctions. God was saying to Abraham, “I am cutting you off from this fallen world, consecrating you, separating you to Myself. I am giving you a mark in your body that says you belong to Me and I belong to you and that says we are in a covenant agreement together.” Like other dual sanctions, circumcision was also a negative sign. Abraham was saying, “O God, if I do not keep the terms of this covenant, may I be cut off from Your presence, cut off from all of Your benefits, cut off from Your love and grace, just as I have cut off the foreskin of my flesh.”The parallel of circumcision is baptism, which signifies our participation in Christ’s death and resurrection. Baptism is the sign of all the blessings, all the benefits God promises us in the new covenant in Jesus Christ. In a sense, God is saying, “This is a sign by which I am cleansing you. I am setting you apart to receive all the things I have for you in Christ if you have faith in Him. If you do not have faith, this is a sign that you are being inundated in the flood of God’s wrath and are being cut off from My blessings.” R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 
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7.2—The Covenant of Works
“The first covenant made with man was a covenant of 
works, wherein life was promised to Adam; and in him to 
his posterity, upon condition of perfect and personal 
obedience.”

• In the Covenant of Works any and all sin was punishable 
by death (every sin was a capitol offense)

• Life under the Mosaic law was in a sense more merciful 
than life in Eden—why?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The only sin in the New Testament requiring the death penalty is arguably first-degree murder, whereas the capital offenses in the Old Testament—children being unruly and disobedient to parents, homosexual activity, adultery, and public blasphemy—do not seem to be capital offenses any longer.Küng reminds us that from God’s creation of man to His delivery of the stone tablets to Moses, the number of capital crimes declined far more than it did between the time of Moses and the New Testament. We forget, Küng says, that in creation all sin was a capital offense. God said that the person who sins will die. R.C. Sproul, Truths We Confess, n.d.
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7.2—The Covenant of Works
• We must be careful to not think that the Covenant of Works is now 

null and void—the requirement for perfect obedience remains and 
there are other aspects that continue. Examples:

Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Gen 1:28)

So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth. (Gen 9:1)

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (Matt 28:19)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is because of the continuance aspect that O Palmer Robertson called the first covenant the covenant of creation
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7.3—The Covenant of Grace
“Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that 
covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a second, commonly called 
the covenant of grace; wherein he freely offereth unto sinners life 
and salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring of them faith in him, that 
they may be saved, and promising to give unto all those that are 
ordained unto eternal life his Holy Spirit, to make them willing, and 
able to believe.”
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7.3—The Covenant of Grace
• The Covenant of Grace is introduced in the Garden of Eden:

And I will put enmity Between you [the serpent] and the woman, 
And between your seed and her Seed [Christ]; He shall bruise your 
head, And you shall bruise His heel.” (Gen 3:15)

• God graciously provides for satisfaction of the Covenant of Works 
through the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ

• The Covenant of Grace is sequentially revealed more fully in 
covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David; and is 
consummated in Christ



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
See O Palmer Robertson, Christ of the Covenants



WCF
Mid Lesson Shake out the Cobwebs Discussion Question
In the midst of His final words to His Apostles, Jesus said:

“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid.: (John 14:27)

At Christ’s birth, the angels sang: “Glory to God in the highest, And 
on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14)

Isaiah called Christ the “Prince of Peace.” (Isa 9:6)

If this is the case, why do we still have wars?



WCF
The Peace of Christ
“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ…For when we were still without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly…For if when we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His 
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life. And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the 
reconciliation.” (Rom 5:1, 6, 10-11)

Apart from Christ, we are at war with God; in Christ we are at 
peace with God



WCF Chapter 7
7.4—Last Will and Testament
“This covenant of grace is frequently set forth in Scripture by the 
name of a testament, in reference to the death of Jesus Christ the 
Testator, and to the everlasting inheritance, with all things belonging 
to it, therein bequeathed.”

• Here, the Divines shift from the concept of covenant as a 
promissory agreement to that of a testament

• The purpose is to provide emphasis on the requirement of death 
for satisfying God’s and the inheritance aspect of the covenant.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here the confession’s framers shift from the concept of covenant as a promissory agreement, containing stipulations, sanctions, oaths, and vows, to the concept of covenant as a testament. We speak of the old covenant or the Old Testament; we talk of the new covenant but more frequently of the New Testament.



WCF Chapter 7
7.4—Death is Necessary
For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the 
death of the testator. For a testament is in force after men are dead, 
since it has no power at all while the testator lives. Therefore not 
even the first covenant was dedicated without blood. For when 
Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the 
law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, 
and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 
saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which God has 
commanded you.” (Heb 9:16-20)

Where in the Bible is the first recorded instance of physical 
death being required as payment for sin?  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.  (gen 3:21)



WCF Chapter 7
7.4—What We Inherit
• Peace with God

• Adoption as God’s children

• Justification before God

• Forgiveness of sins

• The Holy Spirit resides within us

• We are no longer enslaved to sin

• We are privileged to serve in Christ’s Kingdom

• Fellowship of the Saints

• AND SO MUCH MORE!



WCF
Almost to the Finish Line Last Surge Discussion Question
Were God’s people in the Old Testament (faithful Israelites) Christians?
Why or why not?

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such 
things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had 
called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would 
have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is, a 
heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for He has prepared a city for them.

(Heb 11:13-16)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith…(Heb 11:7



WCF Chapter 7
7.5—The Covenant of Grace in the Old Testament
“This covenant was differently administered in the time of the law, 
and in the time of the gospel: under the law, it was administered by 
promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and 
other types and ordinances delivered to the people of the Jews, all 
foresignifying Christ to come; which were, for that time, sufficient 
and efficacious, through the operation of the Spirit, to instruct and 
build up the elect in faith in the promised Messiah, by whom they 
had full remission of sins, and eternal salvation; and is called the old 
testament.”



WCF Chapter 7
7.5—The Covenant of Grace in the Old Testament
What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according 
to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the 
Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him 
for righteousness.”…For the promise that he would be the heir of the 
world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith. (Rom 4:1-3, 13)
• In unambiguous terms, Paul states that the way of salvation in the 

Old Testament was exactly the same as it is today
The difference between the OT and NT way of salvation is one of 

Promise (looking forward to the Cross) vs one of Fulfillment (looking 
back to the Cross)



WCF Chapter 7
7.5: Scofield and Dispensationalism
• The Scofield Reference Bible introduced the theology of 

dispensationalism to the American evangelical church

• Earlier versions asserted that people were saved in the 
old covenant differently than the new

• Today, dispensationalism has evolved to move closer to 
covenant theology

• Remaining artifact: most people in the American church 
think the law is restricted to the OT, grace to the NT; 
additionally many believe that Israel still has a special 
path to salvation

August 19, 1843 –
July 24, 1921

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Talk to the handout



WCF Chapter 7
7.6—Simpler, yet more Full
“Under the gospel, when Christ, the substance, was exhibited, the 
ordinances in which this covenant is dispensed are the preaching of 
the Word, and the administration of the sacraments of baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper: which, though fewer in number, and 
administered with more simplicity, and less outward glory, yet, in 
them, it is held forth in more fullness, evidence and spiritual efficacy, 
to all nations, both Jews and Gentiles; and is called the new 
testament. There are not therefore two covenants of grace, differing 
in substance, but one and the same, under various dispensations.”



The Westminster Confession of Faith
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8.1

It pleased God, in His eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the 

Lord Jesus, His only begotten Son, to be the Mediator between God 

and man, the Prophet, Priest, and King, the Head and Savior of His 

Church, the Heir of all things, and Judge of the world: unto whom 

He did from all eternity give a people, to be His seed, and to be by 

Him in time redeemed, called, justified, sanctified, and glorified. 



DESCRIPTION

A: Basis = God’s pleasure.

B: Timing = eternity [past]  

C: Title = Jesus is the Mediator between God and man. 

i: What Scripture does this echo?  



Classic Scripture 
for Christ as 

“the Mediator” 
between God 

and man?



“… there is one 
God,

and one Mediator 
between God and 

men,
the man Christ 

Jesus.”

1 TIMOTHY 2:5



DESCRIPTION

C: Jesus is the Mediator between God and man.

Why was THIS emphasis necessary?



DESCRIPTION

D: 3 Offices of Christ =  [aka: munus triplex]

i: Prophet, Priest, King



DESCRIPTION

D: 3 Roles of Christ  [relational]

i: Head & Savior … of the Church

ii: Heir … of all things

iii: Judge … of the world



DESCRIPTION

E: God’s 2 actions

i: God “chooses & ordains” His only-begotten Son

ii: God “gives” the Son a people [as His “seed”]



DESCRIPTION

F: The Son’s actions are:

i: “in time”

ii: redemption, calling, justification, sanctification, and glorification.



8.2

The Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, being very and eternal 

God, of one substance and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness 

of time was come, take upon Him man's nature, with all the essential 

properties, and common infirmities thereof, yet without sin; being 

conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin 

Mary, of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, 

the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined together in one 

person, without conversion, composition, or confusion. Which person is 

very God, and very man, yet one Christ, the only Mediator between God 

and man.



8.2

The Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, being very and eternal 

God, of one substance and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness 

of time was come, take upon Him man's nature, with all the essential 

properties, and common infirmities thereof, yet without sin; being 

conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin 

Mary, of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, 

the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined together in one 

person, without conversion, composition, or confusion. Which person is 

very God, and very man, yet one Christ, the only Mediator between God 

and man.



A: The Son is eternally God

B: “In the fullness of time” the Son took “man’s nature.”

C: Taking “man’s nature” meant: 

i. essential properties

ii. Common infirmities

iii. No sin



D: The Son was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and the 

substance of the virgin Mary

E: The Son = the Divine nature and the human nature in one Person

i: contra Nestorianism

ii: contra Euthychianism



8.3

The Lord Jesus, in His human nature thus united to the divine, was sanctified, and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit, above measure, having in Him all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge; in whom it pleased the Father that all fullness should 

dwell; to the end that, being holy, harmless, undefiled, and full of grace and truth, 

He might be thoroughly furnished to execute the office of a Mediator and Surety. 

Which office He took not unto Himself, but was thereunto called by His Father, who 

put all power and judgment into His hand, and gave Him commandment to execute 

the same.



A: Behind the person and work of Christ are the Father as well as the 

Holy Spirit [Trinitarian].

B: Scriptural Descriptions of Christ

i: holy, harmless, undefiled

ii: full of grace and truth

C: Mediator and Surety



8.4

This office the Lord Jesus did most willingly undertake; which that He might 

discharge, He was made under the law, and did perfectly fulfil it; endured most 

grievous torments immediately in His soul, and most painful sufferings in His body; 

was crucified, and died, was buried, and remained under the power of death, yet 

saw no corruption. On the third day He arose from the dead, with the same body in 

which He suffered, with which also he ascended into heaven, and there sits at the 

right hand of His Father, making intercession, and shall return, to judge men and 

angels, at the end of the world. 



8.4

A: Jesus willingly submitted to the Law and perfectly fulfilled it.

B: Jesus willingly endured His sufferings.  

C: The same body that suffered was raised, ascended, and now sits 

interceding at the Father’s right hand.

D: Jesus shall return to judge both men and angels.  



8.5

The Lord Jesus, by His perfect obedience, and sacrifice of Himself, which 

He through the eternal Spirit, once offered up unto God, has fully 

satisfied the justice of His Father; and purchased, not only reconciliation, 

but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for those whom 

the Father has given unto Him.  



8.5

A: Jesus’ “obedience” and “sacrifice” “once offered” “fully satisfied the 

justice of His Father”.

B: Jesus “purchased” both “reconciliation” and “an everlasting inheritance 

in the kingdom of heaven” for the ones the Father has given Him.  

i: which TULIP is this?



8.6

Although the work of redemption was not actually wrought by Christ till 

after His incarnation, yet the virtue, efficacy, and benefits thereof were 

communicated unto the elect, in all ages successively from the beginning 

of the world, in and by those promises, types, and sacrifices, wherein He 

was revealed, and signified to be the seed of the woman which should 

bruise the serpent's head; and the Lamb slain from the beginning of the 

world; being yesterday and today the same, and forever.



8.6

A: Although Christ’s work took place in time, it was effective to redeem 

the elect in all ages.

B: Christ was “revealed and signified” in the “promises, types, and 

sacrifices” of the O.T. as the “seed of the woman which should bruise the 

serpent's head” and the “Lamb slain from the beginning of the world;” 

being yesterday and today the same, and forever.

i: what Scriptures are quoted here?



8.7

Christ, in the work of mediation, acts according to both natures, by each nature 

doing that which is proper to itself; yet, by reason of the unity of the person, that 

which is proper to one nature is sometimes in Scripture attributed to the person 

denominated by the other nature.

8.8

To all those for whom Christ has purchased redemption, He does certainly and 

effectually apply and communicate the same; making intercession for them, and 

revealing unto them, in and by the word, the mysteries of salvation; effectually 

persuading them by His Spirit to believe and obey, and governing their hearts by 

His word and Spirit; overcoming all their enemies by His almighty power and 

wisdom, in such manner, and ways, as are most consonant to His wonderful and 

unsearchable dispensation.



8.7

A: Sometimes Scripture attributes to Christ’s one person that which is proper to 

one or other of His specific natures.

i: Acts 20.28  &  1 Jn 3.16

8.8

A: Christ certainly and effectually applies and communicates redemption to all His 

people by His Spirit and Word.  

B: Christ overcomes all their enemies by His almighty power and wisdom in 

wonderful and unsearchable ways.



C o n c l u s i o n

H O M E WO R K :   Re a d  C h 9 - 1 0  –
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[ 9  p a r a g r a p h s ]



WCF

Chapter 9 – Free Will

Chapter 10 – Effectual Calling



Introduction

• Though we are looking at WCF chapters individually, don’t lose 

sight of the fact that they together form an integrated whole

• Both of our topics today – Free Will and Effectual Calling – are 

enshrouded in deep mystery

• The natural mind can’t comprehend/accept them

• We only understand and accept these things through faith in the 

testimony of Scripture

These topics are to be handled with awe and humility



Chapter 9 – Free Will



Free Will

• We live in an age, and especially a culture, which deifies 

freedom of choice

• It is repugnant to modern man to be told autonomy, especially 

from God, is sin

• Reformed Faith does not deny, but in fact establishes, free will

• Arguments about free will among Christians result mostly from 

miscommunication – same vocabulary different dictionary

• Important to nail down what is meant by ‘free will’

• Argument centers on man’s ability, or lack of, to choose to accept 

the offer of the gospel of his own volition



Chapter 9 – Free Will

1. God has endued the will of man with that natural liberty, that it is neither forced,

nor, by any absolute necessity of nature, determined to good, or evil1.

2. Man, in his state of innocence, had freedom, and power to will and to do that which

was good and well pleasing to God2a; but yet, mutably, so that he might fall from it2b.

3. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual

good accompanying salvation3a: so as, a natural man, being altogether averse from

that good3b,) and dead in sin3c, is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself, or

to prepare himself thereunto3d.

4. When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state of grace, He frees

him from his natural bondage under sin4a; and, by His grace alone, enables him freely

to will and to do that which is spiritually good4b; yet so, that by reason of his

remaining corruption, he does not perfectly, nor only, will that which is good, but

does also will that which is evil4c.

5. The will of man is made perfectly and immutably free to do good alone in the state

of glory only5.



Freedom of Will Means

• Man’s will not coerced – he is not forced by some external force 

to do something he does not want to

• Said another way, Man is free to do what he wants to do, within 

the limits of his nature

• Man can do as he pleases



Freedom of Will

• Man by nature possesses free will

• He is not forced to will anything contrary to his nature

• In Fall man did not lose his free will, but ability to choose good

• In four estates enjoys same liberty, but differing degrees of ability 

Estate Liberty Ability Comment

Innocence Free and able to do good or evil

Sin Free to do good or evil, but able 

to do only evil

Grace /  - Free to do good or evil, now 

increasingly enabled to do good

Glorification Free and able to do only good

Liberty ≠ Ability



Summary

• Reformed Faith does not deny, but indeed establishes, free will

• However, man’s free will is constrained by his nature

• Water doesn’t flow uphill

• Lions don’t eat straw 

• Man in his fallen nature is only able to choose evil respecting God and 

His free offer of the Gospel

• We do not accept the free offer of the gospel against our will, but 

freely out of our graciously changed new nature

Liberty ≠ Ability



Chapter 9 Prooftexts

1 Matt 17:12 - "But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and they did not know him but did to him 

whatever they wished. Likewise the Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands."

Jam 1:14 - But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.

Deu 30:19 - "I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, [that] I have set before you life and 

death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;

2a Ecc 7:29 - Truly, this only I have found: That God made man upright, But they have sought out many 

schemes."

Gen 1:26 - Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over 

every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

2b Gen 2:16-17 - And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may 

freely eat; 17 "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 

of it you shall surely die."

Gen 3:6 - So when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, that it [was] pleasant to the eyes, and a 

tree desirable to make [one] wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he 

ate.



Chapter 9 Prooftexts

3a Rom 5:6 - For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

Rom 8:7 - Because the carnal mind [is] enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor 

indeed can be.

John 15:5 - "I am the vine, you [are] the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 

for without Me you can do nothing.

3b Rom 3:10, 12 - As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; ... 12 They have all turned aside; 

They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one."

3c Eph 2:1, 5 - And you [He made alive], who were dead in trespasses and sins, ... 5 even when we were dead 

in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Col 2:13 - And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive 

together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,



Chapter 9 Prooftexts

3d John 6:44, 65  - "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him 

up at the last day. ... 65 And He said, "Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has 

been granted to him by My Father."

Eph 2:2-5 - in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once 

conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 

nature children of wrath, just as the others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 

which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 

have been saved),

I Cor 2:14 - But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 

him; nor can he know [them], because they are spiritually discerned.

Tit 3:3-5 - For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and 

pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and the love 

of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,



Chapter 9 Prooftexts

4a Col 1:13 - He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed [us] into the kingdom of the Son of His 

love,

John 8:34, 36 - Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. ... 36

"Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.

4b Phl 2:13 - for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for [His] good pleasure.

Rom 6:18 - And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

4c Gal 5:17 - For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one 

another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.

Rom 7:15, 18-19, 21, 23 - For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but 

what I hate, that I do. ... 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with 

me, but [how] to perform what is good I do not find. 19 For the good that I will [to do], I do not do; but the evil I will 

not [to do], that I practice. ... 21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. ... 23 But I 

see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of 

sin which is in my members.

5a Eph 4:13 - till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to 

the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

Heb 12:23 - to the general assembly and church of the firstborn [who are] registered in heaven, to God the Judge of 

all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,

I John 3:2 - Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know 

that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.

Jude 1:24 - Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present [you] faultless Before the presence 

of His glory with exceeding joy,



Chapter 10 – Effectual Calling



Chapter 10.1

1. All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, He is pleased, in

His appointed and accepted time, effectually to call1, by His word and Spirit2, out of

that state of sin and death, in which they are by nature to grace and salvation, by

Jesus Christ3; enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the

things of God4, taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them an heart of

flesh5; renewing their wills, and, by His almighty power, determining them to that

which is good6, and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ7: yet so, as they come

most freely, being made willing by His grace8.

Effectual call means that it always accomplishes its purpose



Ordo Salutis (Order of Salvation)

1. *Free offer of salvation in the gospel (God’s general call)

2. *Regeneration - New heart (recreative act of God)

3. *Conversion - New heart response to gospel in repentance and faith

4. Justification – Judicial act of God by which He declares His elect “just”

or “righteous”

5. Adoption – Act of God by which He grants them rights and privileges

6. Sanctification – Work of God’s Spirit by which elect are enabled to

persevere in faith unto greater conformity to the will of God

7. Glorification – Through resurrection of the body the believer is at last

constituted perfect in Christ both in body and soul forever

*Involved in Effectual Call



Which Comes First?

Repentance Regeneration

or

Regeneration Repentance

Are you born dead or alive?



Which Comes First?

Repentance Regeneration

(Arminian View)

or

Regeneration Repentance

(Reformed View)

• First view subjective – consistent with what I experienced

• Second view objective 

• Based on what Scripture says about the process

• Regardless of what I may or may not have been aware of



Regeneration

• Some accept (Effectual call), others don’t (General call) – contrary to will 

of man to accept until nature is changed 
Eze 36:26 - "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh

and give you a heart of flesh.

Rom 8:7 - Because the carnal mind [is] enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.

John 3:3-8

• Man wholly passive - not operating, operated on (Rom 9:18)

• Holy Spirit is agent, Word is instrument

• Effects essential changes in whole soul – reason, emotions, will

• Always effectual – every elect person repents and believes – acting out of new

nature by regeneration

• Think differently, Feel differently, Will differently Act differently

Effectual Call Wholly of God



Chapter 10.2

2. This effectual call is of God’s free and special grace alone, not from any thing at all foreseen

in man1, who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened and renewed by the Holy

Spirit2, (he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to embrace the grace offered and

conveyed in it3.

• Arminian view teaches that God regenerates those He foresaw would

accept the gospel. Makes regeneration

• Dependent on will of man, not sovereign decree of God

• A reward conferred vs. a gift which enables

Rom 9:16-18 - So then [it is] not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For

the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in

you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth." 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and

whom He wills He hardens.

• Arminian view would have these verses read, “it is of him that wills and

not of God that shows mercy”, and “God has mercy on whom He must

have mercy, and He hardens no one.”



Chapter 10.3

3. Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated, and saved by Christ, through the

Spirit1, who worketh when, and where, and how He pleases2: so also are all other

elect persons who are incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the

Word3.

• Chapter 10.1 tells us how God ‘ordinarily’ operates – here exceptions 

• In such cases the Spirit works when, where, and how He pleases

• Prooftexts meager (II Sam 2:23, Luke 18:15-16)

• Based on necessary inferences (i.e. - covenant of grace)

• Strict limitations on what we may legitimately say here

• WCF does not say how many/how few there are

• Believers have special warrant to believe their infants who die in infancy 

are such 

• Arminian problem here (artificial construct – “Age of Accountability”)

Westminster Divines did not apply the same logic to communion



Chapter 10.4

4. Others, not elected, although they may be called by the ministry of the Word1,

and may have some common operations of the Spirit2, yet they never truly come

unto Christ, and therefore cannot be saved3: much less can men, not professing the

Christian religion, be saved in any other way whatsoever, be they never so diligent to

frame their lives according to the light of nature, and the laws of that religion they

do profess4. And to assert and maintain that they may, is very pernicious, and to be

detested5.

• All are called by ministry of the Word. Call is genuine, sincere

• God takes no delight in fact they will not listen (Eze 18:32, II Pet 3:9)

• Some may even experience varying levels of gospel influence, but not 

unto salvation (Heb 6:5-6; II Pet 2:20-22)

• Light of nature and laws of religion professed provide no basis for faith,

leaving them without hope and without God (Acts 4:12; I John 5:12)



Summary

1. Who are effectually called?

Those whom God has predestinated to life, and those only

2. When?

In God’s appointed and accepted time

3. By what means?

His Word and Spirit (ordinarily)

4. From what moral and spiritual condition?

Out of state of sin and death

5. To what moral and spiritual condition?

To grace and salvation

These truths in no way absolve man of his personal responsibility 



Chapter 10.1 Prooftexts

1Rom 8:30 - Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and 

whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Rom 6:7 - For he who has died has been freed from sin.

Eph 1:10-11 - that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in 

Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth--in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, 

being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will,

2 II Thes 2:13-14 - But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because 

God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 14 to 

which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

II Cor 3:3, 6 - clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the 

living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart. ... 6 who also made us sufficient as 

ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

3 Rom 8:2 - For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

Eph 2:1-5 - And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to 

the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 

disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 

flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, 

because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together 

with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

II Tim 1:9-10 - who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His 

own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has now been revealed by the 

appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel,



Chapter 10.1 Prooftexts

4 Acts 26:18 - 'to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 

that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.'

I Cor 2:10, 12 - But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep 

things of God. ... 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 

know the things that have been freely given to us by God.

Eph 1:17-18 - that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what 

is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

5 Eze 36:26 - "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your 

flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

6 Eze 11:19 - "Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and take the stony heart out 

of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh,

Phil 2:13 - for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

Eze 36:27 - "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments 

and do them.

7 Eph 1:19 - and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of 

His mighty power

John 6:44-45 - "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the 

last day. 45 "It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.' Therefore everyone who has heard 

and learned from the Father comes to Me.



Chapter 10.1 Prooftexts

8 Ecc 1:4 - One generation passes away, and another generation comes; But the earth abides forever.

Psa 60:3 - You have shown Your people hard things; You have made us drink the wine of confusion.

John 6:37 - "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means 

cast out.

Rom 6:16-18 - Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's 

slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God 

be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which 

you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.



Chapter 10.2 Prooftexts

1 II Tim 1:9 - who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according 

to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,

Tit 3:4-5 - But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of 

regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

Eph 2:4-5, 8-9, 11 - But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even 

when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), ... 8

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of 

works, lest anyone should boast. ... 11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh--who are 

called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—

2 II Cor 2:14 - Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the 

fragrance of His knowledge in every place.

Rom 8:7 - Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed 

can be.

Eph 2:15 - having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace,

3 Eze 36:27 - 27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep 

My judgments and do them.

John 5:25 - "Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice 

of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.



Chapter 10.3 Prooftexts

1 Luke 18:15-16 - Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when 

the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to Him and said, "Let the 

little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.

John 3:3, 5 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." ... 5 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

Rom 8:9 - But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

2 John 3:8 - "The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell 

where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

3 Acts 4:12 - "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved."



Chapter 10.4 Prooftexts

1 Matt 22:14 - "For many are called, but few [are] chosen."

2 Matt 7:22 - "Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 

demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'

Matt 8:20-21 - And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 

has nowhere to lay His head." 21 Then another of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, let me first go and bury 

my father."

Heb 6:4-5 - For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and 

have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age 

to come,

3 John 6:64-65 - "But there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew from the beginning who 

they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him. 65 And He said, "Therefore I have said to you that 

no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father."

John 8:24 - "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you 

will die in your sins.“



Chapter 10.4 Prooftexts

4 Acts 4:12 - "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men 

by which we must be saved."

John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.

Eph 2:12 - that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

John 4:22 - "You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.

John 8:8 - And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.

5 II John 1:9-11 - Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He 

who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not 

bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 11 for he who greets him shares in his 

evil deeds.

I Cor 16:22 - If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed. O Lord, come!

Gal 1:6-8 - I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a 

different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached 

to you, let him be accursed.
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11.1

Those whom God effectually calls, He also freely justifies; not by infusing 

righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting 

and accepting their persons as righteous; not for any thing wrought in 

them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake alone; nor by imputing faith 

itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical obedience to them, as 

their righteousness; but by imputing the obedience and satisfaction of 

Christ unto them, they receiving and resting on Him and His 

righteousness by faith; which faith they have not of themselves, it is the 

gift of God. 



11.1

A: Those God effectually calls, He also freely justifies

B: JUSTIFICATION – forensic term.

C: Series of 4 “not/but” contrasts



11.1

C: Series of 5 “not/but” contrasts

• NOT

• infusing righteousness into them

• for any thing wrought in/done by them

• imputing faith or any other evangelical 

obedience to them, as their righteousness; 

• Faith is NOT the act of believing

• Faith is NOT of ourselves

• BUT

• pardoning their sins/accounting and accepting 

their persons as righteous

• for Christ's sake alone

• imputing the obedience and satisfaction of 

Christ unto them

• Faith is receiving and resting on Christ and His 

righteousness

• Faith is God’s gift



11.2

Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and His 

righteousness, is the alone instrument of justification: 

yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever 

accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no 

dead faith, but works by love.



11.2

Faith = receiving and resting on Christ 

Faith = the “alone instrument” of justification

Yet faith is never “alone in the person”, always accompanied “with all 

other saving graces”

Living faith works by love



11.2

Anthony Tuckney: 

What are the “Scylla & 

Charybdis” of justification?



11.3

Christ, by His obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all 

those that are thus justified, and did make a proper, real and full 

satisfaction to His Father's justice in their behalf. Yet, in as much as He 

was given by the Father for them; and His obedience and satisfaction 

accepted in their stead; and both, freely, not for any thing in them; their 

justification is only of free grace; that both the exact justice, and rich 

grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners.



11.3

Christ, by His obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all 

those that are thus justified, and did make a proper, real and full 

satisfaction to His Father's justice in their behalf. Yet, in as much as He 

was given by the Father for them; and His obedience and satisfaction 

accepted in their stead; and both, freely, not for any thing in them; their 

justification is only of free grace; that both the exact justice, and rich

grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners.



11.3

BOTH God’s “exact justice” and “rich grace” are 

glorified in the justification of “sinners.”  How?



11.4

God did, from all eternity, decree to justify all the elect, and 

Christ did, in the fullness of time, die for their sins, and rise 

again for their justification: nevertheless, they are not 

justified, until the Holy Spirit does, in due time, actually 

apply Christ unto them.



11.4

Justification “decretally” originated “from all eternity”

Yet “in the fullness of time”, Christ died for our sins, and rose again for 

our justification.

A Christian is not justified, until the Holy Spirit “actually applies Christ” to 

him “in due time.”



11.5

God does continue to forgive the sins of those that are 

justified; and although they can never fall from the state of 

justification, yet they may, by their sins, fall under God's 

fatherly displeasure, and not have the light of His 

countenance restored unto them, until they humble 

themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, and renew their 

faith and repentance.



11.5

The justified enjoy God’s continual forgiveness of sins.

They can never fall from the “state of justification.”

Yet, by sin they may “fall under God's fatherly displeasure” and 

They must “humble themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, 

and renew their faith and repentance” in order for “the light of His 

countenance” to be restored unto them.



11.6

The justification of believers under the Old Testament was, 

in all these respects, one and the same with the justification 

of believers under the New Testament.



11.6

Believers under BOTH Old and New Testaments are 

justified in the same way.   
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12

All those that are justified, God vouchsafes, in and for His only Son Jesus 

Christ, to make partakers of the grace of adoption, by which they are 

taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the 

children of God, have His name put upon them, receive the spirit of 

adoption, have access to the throne of grace with boldness, are enabled 

to cry, Abba, Father, are pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by 

Him as by a Father: yet never cast off, but sealed to the day of 

redemption; and inherit the promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation.
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12

They, who are once effectually called, and regenerated, having a new heart, and a 

new spirit created in them, are further sanctified, really and personally, through the 

virtue of Christ's death and resurrection, by His Word and Spirit dwelling in them: 

the dominion of the whole body of sin is destroyed, and the several lusts thereof 

are more and more weakened and mortified; and they more and more quickened 

and strengthened in all saving graces, to the practice of true holiness, without 

which no man shall see the Lord.

II. This sanctification is throughout, in the whole man; yet imperfect in this life, there 

abiding still some remnants of corruption in every part; whence arises a continual 

and irreconcilable war, the flesh lusting against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 

flesh.

III. In which war, although the remaining corruption, for a time, may much prevail; 

yet, through the continual supply of strength from the sanctifying Spirit of Christ, the 

regenerate part does overcome; and so, the saints grow in grace, perfecting 

holiness in the fear of God.
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THE ACTS 11.18

ἀκούσαντες δὲ ταῦτα ἡσύχασαν καὶ ἐδόξαζον τὸν θεὸν λέγοντες Ἄραγε καὶ τοῖς ἔθνεσιν ὁ θεὸς τὴν μετάνοιαν ἔδωκεν εἰς ζωὴν

(When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, and said, And so God hath given life-giving 
repentance also to the Gentiles.) - Wycliffe Translation

when they heard this, they held their peace and glorified God, saying: Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life. - Tyndale Translation

Having heard these things, they held their peace and glorified God, saying: God then hath also to the Gentiles given repentance, 

unto life. - Douay-Rheims Translation

When they heard these things, they helde their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
graunted repentance vnto life. - Geneva Bible

When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 

granted repentance unto life. - King James [Authorized] Version



15.1-2

I. Repentance unto life is an evangelical grace, the doctrine whereof is to 

be preached by every minister of the Gospel, as well as that of faith in 

Christ. 

II. By it, a sinner, out of the sight and sense not only of the danger, but 

also of the filthiness and odiousness of his sins, as contrary to the holy 

nature, and righteous law of God; and upon the apprehension of His 

mercy in Christ to such as are penitent, so grieves for, and hates his sins, 

as to turn from them all unto God, purposing and endeavouring to walk 

with Him in all the ways of His commandments.



15.1-2

1. Repentance unto life is not considered a work, but is called an 

evangelical grace.

2. It is to be preached along with faith in Christ by every minister of the 

Gospel. 

3. It is a complex of fear, grief, hate, & love and turns from sin to God.



15.3-4

III. Although repentance is not to be rested in, as any satisfaction for sin, 

or any cause of the pardon thereof, which is the act of God's free grace 

in Christ, yet it is of such necessity to all sinners, that none may expect 

pardon without it. 

IV. As there is no sin so small, but it deserves damnation; so there is no 

sin so great, that it can bring damnation upon those who truly repent.



15.3-4

1. Repentance is necessary but not causal.  

2. Small sins still deserve damnation.  Great sins are forgiven when we 

truly repent.    



15.5-6

V. Man ought not to content themselves with a general repentance, but it 

is every man's duty to endeavour to repent of his particular sins, 

particularly. 

VI. As every man is bound to make private confession of his sins to God, 

praying for the pardon thereof; upon which, and the forsaking of them, he 

shall find mercy; so, he that scandalizes his brother, or the Church of 

Christ, ought to be willing, by a private or public confession, and sorrow 

for his sin, to declare his repentance to those that are offended, who are 

thereupon to be reconciled to him, and in love to receive him.



15.5-6

1. We must all repent of particular sins. 

2. Our repenting must match our sinning, whether private or public.  

3. We are obligated to be reconciled and lovingly receive others when 

they “declare their repentance” to us.



C o n c l u s i o n

H O M E WO R K :   Re a d  C h 1 6  
O f  G O O D  WO R KS

[ 7  p a r a g r a p h s ]



The Westminster Confession of Faith

G o o d  Wo r k s
C h  1 6

w i t h  h e l p  f r o m  
D r  R o b e r t  S h a w

1 7 9 5 - 1 8 6 3



I. Good works are only such as 

God hath commanded in his holy 

Word, and not such as, without the 

warrant thereof, are devised by 

men, out of blind zeal, or upon any 

pretense of good intention.

Mt 15:9-But in vain 
do they worship me, 
teaching for doctrines 
the commandments 
of men.



“Works must be formally as well 

as materially good.” 

1.Works are considered “good” because 

they conform to God’s Word.

2.They must be done from a right 

principle–faith working by love. 

3.And they must be directed to a right end-

God’s glory and our neighbor’s good vs. 

our reputation or good feelings.

Rom 14:23-And he that 
doubteth is damned if he 
eat, because he eateth not 
of faith: for whatsoever is not 
of faith is sin.



II. These good works, done in 

obedience to God’s commandments, 

are the fruits and evidences of a true 

and lively faith: and by them believers 

manifest their thankfulness, 

strengthen their assurance, edify their 

brethren, adorn the profession of the 

gospel, stop the mouths of the 

adversaries, and glorify God, whose 

workmanship they are, created in 

Christ Jesus thereunto, that, having 

their fruit unto holiness, they may 

have the end, eternal life.

1 Jn 2:3-And hereby do 
we know that we know 
Him, if we keep His 
commandments
Eph 2:10-For we are His 
workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath 
before ordained that we 
should walk in them.



1. “They are the fruits and evidences of a 

true and lively faith.

2. Good works are suitable expressions of 

gratitude to God.

3. Good works strengthen the 

assurance of believers.

4. The good works of believers edify their 

fellow-Christians.

5. They adorn the professor of the gospel.

6. They stop the mouth of adversaries.

7. They glorify God.”

8. We aren’t saved by our good works, but 

we cannot be saved without them.

James 2:18-Yea, a man may 
say, Thou hast faith, and I 
have works: shew me thy faith 
without thy works, and I will 
shew thee my faith by my 
works.



III. Their ability to do good works is not 
at all of themselves, but wholly from 
the Spirit of Christ. And that they may 
be enabled thereunto, beside the 
graces they have already received, 
there is required an actual influence of 
the same Holy Spirit, to work in them 
to will, and to do, of his good 
pleasure: yet are they not hereupon to 
grow negligent, as if they were not 
bound to perform any duty unless 
upon a special motion of the Spirit; but 
they ought to be diligent in stirring up 
the grace of God that is in them.

Phil 2:13-For it is God 
which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of His 
good pleasure.



1. Contra Roman Catholicism, 

Pelagianism, and Arminianism, we 

don’t do these good works in our 

own strength and ability. God’s 

Spirit must enable us.

2. Contra “Enthusiasts”, we don’t sit 

around and do nothing until we 

feel a peculiar movement of the 

Spirit.

Heb 13:20-21-Now the 
God of peace….Make you 
perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in 
you that which is well 
pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory for ever 
and ever. 



IV. They who, in their obedience, 

attain to the greatest height which is 

possible in this life, are so far from 

being able to supererogate, and to 

do more than God requires, as that 

they fall short of much which in duty 

they are bound to do.

Luke 17:10-So likewise ye, 
when ye shall have done all 
those things which are 
commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we 
have done that which was 
our duty to do.



1. Contra Roman Catholic doctrine of 

supererogation.

2. There are many aspects to this concept, 

especially in doctrines of justification and 

sacraments. 

3. In view here is the notion that we all have 

to obey certain commands as Christians, 

and then there are certain “above and 

beyond” things we can do to especially 

merit God’s favor.

1 John 1:8-If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.



V. We cannot by our best works merit pardon 

of sin, or eternal life at the hand of God, by 

reason of the great disproportion that is 

between them and the glory to come; and the 

infinite distance that is between us and God, 

whom, by them, we can neither profit, nor 

satisfy for the debt of our former sins, but 

when we have done all we can, we have 

done but our duty, and are unprofitable 

servants: and because, as they are good, 

they proceed from his Spirit; and as they are 

wrought by us, they are defiled, and mixed 

with so much weakness and imperfection, 

that they cannot endure the severity of God’s 

judgment.

Titus 3:5-7-Not by works of 
righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us…that 
being justified by His grace, 
we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of 
eternal life.



1. Contra Roman Catholicism, our 

good works cannot merit salvation 

from God.

2. Our good works are still imperfect 

and affected by remaining sin in 

us.
Luke 17:10-So likewise ye, 
when ye shall have done all 
those things which are 
commanded you, say, We 
are unprofitable servants: we 
have done that which was 
our duty to do.



VI. Notwithstanding, the persons of 

believers being accepted through 

Christ, their good works also are 

accepted in him; not as though they 

were in this life wholly unblamable and 

unreprovable in God’s sight; but that 

he, looking upon them in his Son, is 

pleased to accept and reward that 

which is sincere, although 

accompanied with many weaknesses 

and imperfections.

1 Jn 1:8-If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us.



1. Our persons must be accepted, before 

our works of obedience can be 

accepted with God. 

2. The best of our works are not accepted 

as they are ours, but only upon account 

of the merit and mediation of Christ. 
1Peter 2:5-Ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.



VII. Works done by unregenerate men, 

although for the matter of them they may 

be things which God commands; and of 

good use both to themselves and others: 

yet, because they proceed not from an 

heart purified by faith; nor are done in a 

right manner, according to the Word; nor 

to a right end, the glory of God, they are 

therefore sinful, and cannot please God, 

or make a man meet to receive grace 

from God: and yet, their neglect of them 

is more sinful and displeasing unto God.

Heb 11:6-But without faith it 
is impossible to please Him: 
for he that cometh to God 
must believe that He is, and 
that He is the rewarder of 
them that diligently seek Him.



1. Contra Roman Catholicism, 

which taught some pagans can 

possess works and thoughts 

completely acceptable to God.

2. Back to distinction between 

“formal” and “material” good 

works.

3. God looks at our motives and 

hearts, as well as the works 

themselves.

Psalm 53:1-The fool hath 
said in his heart, There is 
no God. Corrupt are they, 
and have done 
abominable iniquity: there 
is none that doeth good.



Jesus  i s  the  Author  and 
F in i sher  of  our  fa i th

-Heb 12:2
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• I. They, whom God hath accepted 

in his Beloved, effectually called, 

and sanctified by his Spirit, can 

neither totally nor finally fall away 

from the state of grace, but shall 

certainly persevere therein to the 

end, and be eternally saved.

John 18:9-That the 
saying might be 
fulfilled, which he 
spake, Of them which 
thou gavest me have I 
lost none.



1.Contra Arminians and the Council 

of Trent.

2.True believers cannot fall away 

finally.

3.And yet, apostasy is a real thing? 1 John 2:19-They went out 
from us, but they were not of 
us; for if they had been of 
us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us: but 
they went out, that they 
might be made manifest that 
they were not all of us.



• II. This perseverance of the saints 

depends not upon their own free will, 

but upon the immutability of the 

decree of election, flowing from the 

free and unchangeable love of God 

the Father; upon the efficacy of the 

merit and intercession of Jesus 

Christ, the abiding of the Spirit, and 

of the seed of God within them, and 

the nature of the covenant of grace: 

from all which ariseth also the 

certainty and infallibility thereof.

Matt 26:35-Peter said 
unto him, Though I should 
die with thee, yet will I not 
deny thee. Likewise also 
said all the disciples.



1. Perseverance doesn’t depend on 

our strength, but rather upon:

2. God’s election

3. God’s love

4. The merit of Christ’s work

5. The gift of the Spirit in us

6. And that God promises such in 

the covenant

Matt 24:24-For there shall 
arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall shew 
great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were 
possible, they shall deceive 
the very elect.



• III. Nevertheless, they may, through the 

temptations of Satan and of the world, 

the prevalency of corruption remaining in 

them, and the neglect of the means of 

their preservation, fall into grievous sins; 

and, for a time, continue therein: 

whereby they incur God’s displeasure, 

and grieve his Holy Spirit, come to be 

deprived of some measure of their 

graces and comforts, have their hearts 

hardened, and their consciences 

wounded; hurt and scandalize others, 

and bring temporal judgments upon 

themselves.

Psalm 37:24-Though he 
fall, he shall not be utterly 
cast down: for 
the LORD upholdeth him 
with his hand.



1. True believers can really fall into 

grievous sin.

2. Some Christians will enter Glory 

with works of wood, hay, and 

stubble. Luke 22:32-But I have 
prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.



The Westminster Confession of Faith

A s s u ra n c e  o f  
S a l vat i o n

C h  1 8



• I. Although hypocrites and other 

unregenerate men may vainly deceive 

themselves with false hopes and carnal 

presumptions of being in the favor of 

God, and estate of salvation (which hope 

of theirs shall perish): yet such as truly 

believe in the Lord Jesus, and love him 

in sincerity, endeavoring to walk in all 

good conscience before him, may, in this 

life, be certainly assured that they are in 

the state of grace, and may rejoice in the 

hope of the glory of God, which hope 

shall never make them ashamed.

2 Peter 1:10-Wherefore the 
rather, brethren, give 
diligence to make your 
calling and election sure: for 
if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall:



1. Contra Roman Catholic doctrine 

and Arminianism.

2. Lots of unregenerate folks may 

think they have assurance of 

salvation. 

3. True believers may have 

assurance of their own salvation.

2 Cor 13:5-Examine 
yourselves, whether ye be in 
the faith; prove your own 
selves. Know ye not your 
own selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates?



• II. This certainty is not a bare 

conjectural and probable persuasion 

grounded upon a fallible hope; but an 

infallible assurance of faith founded 

upon the divine truth of the promises of 

salvation, the inward evidence of those 

graces unto which these promises are 

made, the testimony of the Spirit of 

adoption witnessing with our spirits that 

we are the children of God, which Spirit 

is the earnest of our inheritance, 

whereby we are sealed to the day of 

redemption.

1 Cor 2:12-Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the spirit which is of 
God; that we might know the 
things that are freely given to 
us of God.



1. It seems subjective, but….

2. God has promised, that’s what 

we’re depending on.

3. God also gives us internal 

assurances that He is working in 

our lives.

4. God also gives us other believers 

to talk about what they see in our 

lives.

Romans 8:16-The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the 
children of God:



Jesus  i s  the  Author  and 
F in i sher  of  our  fa i th

-Heb 12:2



The Westminster Confession of Faith

G o d ’s  L aw
C h  1 9



I. God gave to Adam a law, as a 

covenant of works, by which he 

bound him and all his posterity to 

personal, entire, exact, and 

perpetual obedience, promised life 

upon the fulfilling, and threatened 

death upon the breach of it, and 

endued him with power and ability 

to keep it.

Rom 2:14-15-For when 
the Gentiles, which have 
not the law, do by nature 
the things contained in the 
law, these, having not the 
law, are a law unto 
themselves:
15 Which shew the work of 
the law written in their 
hearts, their conscience 
also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts the mean 
while accusing or else 
excusing one another;)



1.The Covenant of Works

2. Federal Headship of Adam

Gen 2:16-17-And 
the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, Of every 
tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat:
17 But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.



II. This law, after his fall, continued 

to be a perfect rule of 

righteousness; and, as such, was 

delivered by God upon Mount Sinai, 

in ten commandments, and written 

in two tables: the first four 

commandments containing our duty 

towards God; and the other six, our 

duty to man.

Ex 34:1-And 
the LORD said unto Moses, 
Hew thee two tables of 
stone like unto the first: 
and I will write upon these 
tables the words that were 
in the first tables, which 
thou brakest.



1. The role of the Law in salvation

2. The importance of the Ten 

Commandments

3. The two tables of the Law

4. Catechism’s expansion of the 10 

Commandments
Gal 3:24-Wherefore the law 
was our schoolmaster to 
bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. 



III. Beside this law, commonly called 

moral, God was pleased to give to the 

people of Israel, as a church under 

age, ceremonial laws, containing 

several typical ordinances, partly of 

worship, prefiguring Christ, his graces, 

actions, sufferings, and benefits; and 

partly, holding forth divers instructions 

of moral duties. All which ceremonial 

laws are now abrogated, under the 

new testament.

Col 2:17- Which are a 
shadow of things to come; 
but the body is of Christ.



1. Reformed understanding of the 3 

types of Law

a. Moral Law-still in force

b. Ceremonial Law-fulfilled in 

Christ

c. Israel’s Civic Law-general 

equity clause

Eph 2:15-16- Having 
abolished in his flesh the 
enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained 
in ordinances; for to make 
in himself of twain one new 
man, so making peace;
16 And that he might 
reconcile both unto God in 
one body by the cross, 
having slain the enmity 
thereby:



IV. To them also, as a body politic, 

he gave sundry judicial laws, which 

expired together with the State of 

that people; not obliging any other 

now, further than the general equity 

thereof may require.
Gen 49:10-The sceptre
shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, until 
Shiloh come; and unto him 
shall the gathering of the 
people be.



1.General Equity Clause

2.Theonomy?

Matt 5:17-Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law, 
or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil.



V. The moral law doth forever bind 

all, as well justified persons as 

others, to the obedience thereof; 

and that, not only in regard of the 

matter contained in it, but also in 

respect of the authority of God the 

Creator, who gave it. Neither doth 

Christ, in the gospel, any way 

dissolve, but much strengthen this 

obligation.

James 2:10-11-For 
whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, he is guilty of all.
11 For he that said, Do not 
commit adultery, said also, 
Do not kill. Now if thou 
commit no adultery, yet if 
thou kill, thou art become a 
transgressor of the law.



1. The Moral Law remains for 

believers and unbelievers

2. Idea of Creation Mandate

Matt 24:24-



VI. Although true believers be not under the law as a 
covenant of works, to be thereby justified or condemned; yet 
is it of great use to them, as well as to others; in that, as a 
rule of life, informing them of the will of God and their duty, it 
directs and binds them to walk accordingly; discovering also 
the sinful pollutions of their nature, hearts, and lives; so as, 
examining themselves thereby, they may come to further 
conviction of, humiliation for, and hatred against sin; together 
with a clearer sight of the need they have of Christ, and the 
perfection of his obedience. It is likewise of use to the 
regenerate, to restrain their corruptions, in that it forbids sin, 
and the threatenings of it serve to show what even their sins 
deserve, and what afflictions in this life they may expect for 
them, although freed from the curse thereof threatened in 
the law. The promises of it, in like manner, show them God's 
approbation of obedience, and what blessings they may 
expect upon the performance thereof; although not as due to 
them by the law as a covenant of works: so as a man's doing 
good, and refraining from evil, because the law encourageth
to the one, and deterreth from the other, is no evidence of 
his being under the law, and not under grace.

Gal 2:16-Knowing that a 
man is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by the 
faith of Jesus Christ, even 
we have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be 
justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works 
of the law: for by the works 
of the law shall no flesh be 
justified.



1. We still cannot keep the Law

2. There are many benefits to the 

believer of the Law

3. The Law holds a mirror up to us

4. It points us to the holiness of God

5. It can still “scare us straight”

6. It can also show us the blessings 

of obedience-think Psalm 1

Luke 22:32-



VII. Neither are the aforementioned 

uses of the law contrary to the 

grace of the gospel, but do sweetly 

comply with it: the Spirit of Christ 

subduing and enabling the will of 

man to do that freely and 

cheerfully, which the will of God, 

revealed in the law, requireth to be 

done.

Heb 8:10-For this is the 
covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after 
those days, saith the Lord; I 
will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in 
their hearts: and I will be to 
them a God, and they shall 
be to me a people:



1.The Law and Gospel, properly 

understood, do not contradict one 

another.

2.He really does write the Law on 

our hearts in the New Covenant, 

through sanctification.

3.He saves us for good works.

Gal 3:21-Is the law then 
against the promises of 
God? God forbid: for if there 
had been a law given which 
could have given life, verily 
righteousness should have 
been by the law.



The Westminster Confession of Faith

C h r i s t i a n  
L i b e r t y
C h  2 0



• I. The liberty which Christ hath purchased for 
believers under the gospel consists in their 
freedom from the guilt of sin, the condemning 
wrath of God, the curse of the moral law; and, in 
their being delivered from this present evil world, 
bondage to Satan, and dominion of sin; from the 
evil of afflictions, the sting of death, the victory 
of the grave, and everlasting damnation; as 
also, in their free access to God, and their 
yielding obedience unto him, not out of slavish 
fear, but a childlike love and willing mind. All 
which were common also to believers under the 
law. But, under the new testament, the liberty of 
Christians is further enlarged, in their freedom 
from the yoke of the ceremonial law, to which 
the Jewish church was subjected; and in greater 
boldness of access to the throne of grace, and 
in fuller communications of the free Spirit of 
God, than believers under the law did ordinarily 
partake of.

Acts 26:18-To open their 
eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins, and 
inheritance among them 
which are sanctified by faith 
that is in me.



1. The Gospel frees us from so, so 

much!

2. Negative aspect and Positive 

aspect.

Rom 8:1-There is therefore 
now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.



• II. God alone is Lord of the conscience, 

and hath left it free from the doctrines 

and commandments of men, which are, 

in anything, contrary to his Word; or 

beside it, if matters of faith, or worship. 

So that, to believe such doctrines, or to 

obey such commands, out of 

conscience, is to betray true liberty of 

conscience: and the requiring of an 

implicit faith, and an absolute and blind 

obedience, is to destroy liberty of 

conscience, and reason also.

Rom 14:4-Who art thou that 
judgest another man's 
servant? to his own master he 
standeth or falleth. Yea, he 
shall be holden up: for God is 
able to make him stand.



1. Contra Roman Catholicism

2. Liberty of conscience is perhaps 

the most radical idea of the 

Reformation

3. Political implications, then and 

now

Matt 15:9-But in vain they 
do worship me, teaching 
for doctrines the 
commandments of men.



• III. They who, upon pretense of 

Christian liberty, do practice any sin, 

or cherish any lust, do thereby 

destroy the end of Christian liberty, 

which is, that being delivered out of 

the hands of our enemies, we might 

serve the Lord without fear, in 

holiness and righteousness before 

him, all the days of our life.

Gal 5:13-For, brethren, ye 
have been called unto liberty; 
only use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh, but by 
love serve one another.



1. Contra Antinomianism

2. It’s freedom from sin, not 

freedom to sin

3. We’re saved for Good Works

John 8:34-Jesus answered 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Whosoever committeth
sin is the servant of sin.



• IV. And because the powers which God hath 
ordained, and the liberty which Christ hath 
purchased, are not intended by God to destroy, but 
mutually to uphold and preserve one another, they 
who, upon pretense of Christian liberty, shall 
oppose any lawful power, or the lawful exercise of 
it, whether it be civil or ecclesiastical, resist the 
ordinance of God. And, for their publishing of such 
opinions, or maintaining of such practices, as are 
contrary to the light of nature, or to the known 
principles of Christianity (whether concerning faith, 
worship, or conversation), or to the power of 
godliness; or, such erroneous opinions or practices, 
as either in their own nature, or in the manner of 
publishing or maintaining them, are destructive to 
the external peace and order which Christ hath 
established in the church, they may lawfully be 
called to account, and proceeded against, by the 
censures of the church.

Rom 13:1-2-Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power 
but of God: the powers that 
be are ordained of God.
2 Whosoever therefore 
resisteth the power, resisteth
the ordinance of God: and 
they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation.



1. Again, contra Antinomianism

2. Political implications, then and now

3. Ecclesiastical implications, then 

and now

4. The Church has a duty to police 

itself

1 Pet 2:14-14-Submit 
yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the 
Lord's sake: whether it be to 
the king, as supreme;
14 Or unto governors, as 
unto them that are sent by 
him for the punishment of 
evildoers, and for the praise 
of them that do well.
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I. The light of nature showeth that there is 
a God, who hath lordship and sovereignty 
over all, is good, and doth good unto all, 
and is therefore to be feared, loved, 
praised, called upon, trusted in, and 
served, with all the heart, and with all the 
soul, and with all the might. But the 
acceptable way of worshiping the true God 
is instituted by himself, and so limited by 
his own revealed will, that he may not be 
worshiped according to the imaginations 
and devices of men, or the suggestions of 
Satan, under any visible representation, or 
any other way not prescribed in the Holy 
Scripture.

Acts 17:24-God that made 
the world and all things 
therein, seeing that he is Lord 
of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
not in temples made with 
hands;



Ex 20:4-5-Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth.
5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them, nor serve them: for I 
the LORD thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me



II. Religious worship is to be given 

to God, the Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost; and to him alone; not to 

angels, saints, or any other 

creature: and, since the fall, not 

without a Mediator; nor in the 

mediation of any other but of Christ 

alone.

Matt 4:10-Then saith Jesus 
unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.



Col 2:18-Let no man beguile 
you of your reward in a 
voluntary humility and 
worshipping of angels, 
intruding into those things 
which he hath not seen, vainly 
puffed up by his fleshly mind,



III. Prayer, with thanksgiving, being 

one special part of religious 

worship, is by God required of all 

men: and, that it may be accepted, 

it is to be made in the name of the 

Son, by the help of his Spirit, 

according to his will, with 

understanding, reverence, humility, 

fervency, faith, love, and 

perseverance; and, if vocal, in a 

known tongue.

Phil 4:6-Be careful for 
nothing; but in every thing 
by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known 
unto God.



John 14:13-14-And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the 
Son.
14 If ye shall ask any thing in 
my name, I will do it.



IV. Prayer is to be made for things 

lawful; and for all sorts of men 

living, or that shall live hereafter: but 

not for the dead, nor for those of 

whom it may be known that they 

have sinned the sin unto death.

I John 5:16-If any man see his 
brother sin a sin which is not 
unto death, he shall ask, and 
he shall give him life for them 
that sin not unto death. There 
is a sin unto death: I do not 
say that he shall pray for it.



1 Tim 2:1-2-I exhort therefore, 
that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for 
all men;
2 For kings, and for all that are 
in authority; that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty.



V. The reading of the Scriptures with godly 

fear, the sound preaching and 

conscionable hearing of the Word, in 

obedience unto God, with understanding, 

faith, and reverence, singing of psalms 

with grace in the heart; as also, the due 

administration and worthy receiving of the 

sacraments instituted by Christ, are all 

parts of the ordinary religious worship of 

God: beside religious oaths, vows, solemn 

fastings, and thanksgivings upon special 

occasions, which are, in their several 

times and seasons, to be used in an holy 

and religious manner.

Acts 15:21-For Moses of old 
time hath in every city them 
that preach him, being read in 
the synagogues every 
sabbath day.



Eph 5:19-Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord;



VI. Neither prayer, nor any other part 
of religious worship, is now, under the 
gospel, either tied unto, or made more 
acceptable by any place in which it is 
performed, or towards which it is 
directed: but God is to be worshiped 
everywhere, in spirit and truth; as, in 
private families daily, and in secret, 
each one by himself; so, more 
solemnly in the public assemblies, 
which are not carelessly or willfully to 
be neglected, or forsaken, when God, 
by his Word or providence, calleth 
thereunto.

John 4:21-Jesus saith unto 
her, Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, when ye shall 
neither in this mountain, nor 
yet at Jerusalem, worship 
the Father.



Acts 10:2-A devout man, and 
one that feared God with all 
his house, which gave much 
alms to the people, and 
prayed to God alway.



VII. As it is the law of nature, that, in 
general, a due proportion of time be set 
apart for the worship of God; so, in his 
Word, by a positive, moral, and perpetual 
commandment binding all men in all ages, 
he hath particularly appointed one day in 
seven, for a Sabbath, to be kept holy unto 
him: which, from the beginning of the 
world to the resurrection of Christ, was the 
last day of the week; and, from the 
resurrection of Christ, was changed into 
the first day of the week, which, in 
Scripture, is called the Lord’s day, and is 
to be continued to the end of the world, as 
the Christian Sabbath.

Ex 20:8-Remember the 
sabbath day, to keep it holy.



Acts 20:7-And upon the first 
day of the week, when the 
disciples came together to 
break bread, Paul preached 
unto them, ready to depart on 
the morrow; and continued his 
speech until midnight.



VIII. This Sabbath is then kept holy 

unto the Lord, when men, after a due 

preparing of their hearts, and ordering 

of their common affairs beforehand, 

do not only observe an holy rest, all 

the day, from their own works, words, 

and thoughts about their worldly 

employments and recreations, but 

also are taken up, the whole time, in 

the public and private exercises of his 

worship, and in the duties of necessity 

and mercy.

Is 58:13-If thou turn away thy 
foot from the sabbath, from 
doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the sabbath a 
delight, the holy of the LORD, 
honourable; and shalt honour
him, not doing thine own ways, 
nor finding thine own pleasure, 
nor speaking thine own words:



Mt 12:1-2-At that time Jesus 
went on the sabbath day 
through the corn; and his 
disciples were an hungred, 
and began to pluck the ears 
of corn and to eat.
2 But when the Pharisees saw 
it, they said unto him, Behold, 
thy disciples do that which is 
not lawful to do upon the 
sabbath day.
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22.1-2

I. A lawful oath is part of religious worship, wherein, upon just occasion, 

the person swearing solemnly calls God to witness what he asserts, or 

promises, and to judge him according to the truth or falsehood of what he 

swears. 

II. The name of God only is that by which men ought to swear, and 

therein it is to be used with all holy fear and reverence.  Therefore, to 

swear vainly, or rashly, by that glorious and dreadful Name; or, to swear 

at all by any other thing, is sinful, and to be abhorred. Yet, as in matters 

of weight and moment, an oath is warranted by the Word of God, under 

the New Testament as well as under the old; so a lawful oath, being 

imposed by lawful authority, in such matters, ought to be taken.



Westminster Assembly Member Oath

“I, ______________________ do seriously and solemnly 

protest, in the presence of Almighty God, that in this 

Assembly, whereof I am a member, I will not maintain any 

thing in matters of doctrine, but what I think in my 

conscience to be truth; or in point of discipline, but what I 

shall conceive to conduce most to the glory of God, and the 

good and peace of His Church.”



22.1-2

1. There are lawful and unlawful oaths.

2. Oaths are “part of religious worship” because they involve a person “solemnly calling God to 

witness”

- what is asserted

- promised

- or sworn to be true or false [witness testimony]

3. Oaths are only to be sworn by God’s “glorious and dreadful Name” in holy reverence.

4. In weighty or momentous matters an oath is “warranted” by both Testaments.

5. Therefore, when a lawful oath is required/“imposed” by lawful authority it “ought to be taken.”



22.1-2

DEU 6:13 Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name. 

EXO 20:7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 

guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

MAT 5:34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne. 37 But let your 

communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 

JAM 5:12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither 

by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation. 

…

GAL 1
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen 
days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother. 20 (Now concerning the 
things which I write to you, indeed, before God, I do not lie.)



22.3-5

III. Whosoever takes an oath ought duly to consider the weightiness of so solemn 

an act, and therein to avouch nothing but what he is fully persuaded is the truth: 

neither may any man bind himself by oath to any thing but what is good and just, 

and what he believes so to be, and what he is able and resolved to perform. Yet it 

is a sin to refuse an oath touching any thing that is good and just, being imposed 

by lawful authority. 

IV. An oath is to be taken in the plain and common sense of the words, without 

equivocation, or mental reservation. It cannot oblige to sin; but in any thing not 

sinful, being taken, it binds to performance, although to a man's own hurt. Not is it 

to be violated, although made to heretics, or infidels. 

V. A vow is of the like nature with a promissory oath, and ought to be made with the 

like religious care, and to be performed with the like faithfulness.



22.3-5

Because of the “weightiness” and solemnity of an oath, III. Whosoever takes an oath ought duly 

to consider the of so solemn an act, and therein to avouch nothing when we are fully persuaded 

- of the truth

- when something is good and just

- and when we are able and resolved to perform what we swear.

“It is a sin to refuse an oath touching any thing that is good and just, being imposed by lawful 

authority.”

Oaths must be taken “without equivocation or mental reservation.” 

Oaths cannot oblige to sin.  But in anything short of sin, once they are made, they bind us to 

perform them, even to our own hurt or made to “heretics, or infidels.” 

All these also apply to vows. 



PSALM 15:4

[Oh LORD, who may dwell in Your holy tabernacle?  Who may live on 

Your holy mountain?]

… In whose eyes a vile person is despised; but he honours them that 

fear the Lord. He that swears to his own hurt, and changes not.



22.6-7

VI. It is not to be made to any creature, but to God alone: and that it may be 

accepted, it is to be made voluntarily, out of faith, and conscience of duty, in way of 

thankfulness for mercy received, or for the obtaining of what we want, whereby we 

more strictly bind ourselves to necessary duties: or, to other things, so far and so 

long as they may fitly conduce thereunto.  

VII. No man may vow to do any thing forbidden in the Word of God, or what would 

hinder any duty therein commanded, or which is not in his own power, and for the 

performance whereof he has no promise of ability from God.  In which respects, 

popish monastical vows of perpetual single life, professed poverty, and regular 

obedience, are so far from being degrees of higher perfection, that they are 

superstitious and sinful snares, in which no Christian may entangle himself.



22.6-7

Vows are only to be made “to God alone.” 

To be accepted they must be

voluntarily

out of faith

conscience of duty

out of thankfulness for mercy received

or for the obtaining of what we want

Vows involve “more strictly binding ourselves to necessary duties” or other things compatible 

with those duties; nothing forbidden in God’s Word, or that would hinder any duty, or to perform 

something in one’s “own power” apart from any “promise of ability from God.”

Therefore popish monastical vows of perpetual single life, professed poverty, etc. are sinful 

snares in which no Christian may entangle himself.



Ecclesiastes 5:4

When you vow a vow unto God, do not fail to fulfill it; 

for He has no pleasure in fools: pay what you have 

vowed. 

It is Better not to vow, than to vow and not pay. 





23.1-2

God, the supreme Lord and King of all the world, has ordained civil 

magistrates, to be, under Him, over the people, for His own glory, and the 

public good: and, to this end, has armed them with the power of the 

sword, for the defence and encouragement of them that are good, and 

for the punishment of evil doers.

It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute the office of a magistrate, 

when called thereunto: in the managing whereof, as they ought 

especially to maintain piety, justice, and peace, according to the 

wholesome laws of each commonwealth; so, for that end, they may 

lawfully, now under the New Testament, wage war, upon just and 

necessary occasion.



23.1-2

As King of all the world, God, has ordained civil magistrates.

- under God, over the people

- to serve God’s glory, and the public good: 

God “has armed them with the power of the sword” for 

- defence and encouragement of the good

- punishment of evil doers.

Christians may be magistrates.

Magistrates may wage war on just and necessary occasions [N.T.]



23.3-4

The civil magistrate may not assume to himself the administration of the Word and sacraments, 

or the power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven: yet he has authority, and it is his duty, to 

take order that unity and peace be preserved in the Church, that the truth of God be kept pure 

and entire, that all blasphemies and heresies be suppressed, all corruptions and abuses in 

worship and discipline prevented or reformed, and all the ordainances of God duly settled, 

administrated, and observed. For the better effecting whereof, he has power to call synods, to 

be present at them and to provide that whatsoever is transacted in them be according to the 

mind of God. 

IV. It is the duty of people to pray for magistrates, to honor their persons, to pay them tribute or 

other dues, to obey their lawful commands, and to be subject to their authority, for conscience' 

sake. Infidelity, or difference in religion, does not make void the magistrates' just and legal 

authority, nor free the people from their due obedience to them: from which ecclesiastical 

persons are not exempted, much less has the Pope any power and jurisdiction over them in 

their dominions, or over any of their people; and, least of all, to deprive them of their dominions, 

or lives, if he shall judge them to be heretics, or upon any other pretence whatsoever.



Romans 13

13 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the 
authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 
and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do 
you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God’s 
minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s 
minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because 
of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers 
attending continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to 
whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.

1 Peter 2

13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14 or 
to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do 
good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men— 16 as 
free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honor the king.



23.3-4

Civil magistrates may NOT administer Word or sacraments or “the keys of the kingdom” …

YET have authority AND DUTY to suppress blasphemies and heresies and/or corruptions and abuses in 

worship and discipline for the unity of the Church and purity of God’s truth. 

Magistrates have power to call, attend, and supervise synods. 

It is OUR DUTY to 

- pray for magistrates

- honor their persons

- pay them tribute or other dues

- obey their lawful commands

- be subject to their authority, for conscience' sake.

… Even magistrates who are “infidels” or “different in religion” [or heretics].

Civil and ecclesiastical “power and jurisdiction” are different “dominions.”  Therefore the Pope cannot 

overrule the King or his subjects in civil matters.
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WCF Chapter 24

Introduction: Questions to Ponder

• Why should the Bible and the WCF have anything to say about marriage –

that’s not part of my understanding and worshiping of God?

• How is it possible that marriage may only be between a man and a woman 

when our culture says otherwise, including the US Supreme Court?

• If God requires monogamy, what about the faithful saints in the OT that 

had multiple wives at the same time, e.g., Jacob, David, etc.?

• I know I can’t marry a non-Christian, but how about a weak Christian – we 

really love each other?

• OK, so my marriage didn’t work out like I hoped – can’t we just divorce 

and try again to be happy with someone else? 



WCF Chapter 24

24.1

“Marriage is to be between one man and one woman: neither is it 
lawful for any man to have more than one wife, nor for any woman to 
have more than one husband, at the same time.”

• Marriage was instituted by God from the beginning and consecrated 

by Christ
• Gen. 2:18-25, Matt. 19:5-6



WCF Chapter 24

24.1 – Who says?

• Man says:  Whoever wants to marry, may marry whomever they 
want – any gender, any number

• God says:  One man – one woman (gender and number 
(monogamy))

• Man says:  What about polygamy in the Bible?

• God says:  Polygamy began early, but from the line of rebels 
against God (Gen. 4:19)

• Man says:  If it doesn’t work for you, get out and try again - No-
fault divorce makes it easy for everyone

• God says:  This covenant is for a lifetime



WCF Chapter 24

24.1

• Faithful Christians must stand against same-sex mirage – in society 

and in the church.
• Homosexuality is a gross sin, and a fake marriage doesn’t fix it

• Despite several examples of godly men with multiple wives, 

polygamy was never positively sanctioned by God
• God’s action in creation is clear
• Forbearance and longsuffering of God with polygamy in OT

• New Testament clearly sets monogamy as the standard
• Qualifications for elders – 1 Tim 3:2

• Whatever this says about divorce as a disqualifier, a polygamist is out



WCF Chapter 24

24.2

“Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of husband and wife, for 
the increase of mankind with legitimate issue, and of the church with 
an holy seed; and for preventing of uncleanness.”

• Eve was the “help-mate” but marriage truly provides help to both

• Marriage provides legitimate continuation of the human race and 

especially the next generation of Christians

• Provides a legitimate satisfaction for sexual desire



WCF Chapter 24

24.2

• Mutual concern, care, and responsibility between husband and wife
• The wife is subordinate, yet she fully shares the image of God – not chattel

• Adam and Eve were vicegerents over the entire creation

• Heaviest burden of helping is given to man
• Love as Christ loved and give yourself as Christ gave Himself (Eph. 5: 25-27)

• Family is the fundamental unit of society and children should be born into 

it
• Modernity rejects marriage and 2 parent families – tragic consequences



WCF Chapter 24

24.2

• The Creation Mandate is still in force (Gen 1:28)

• Children are a blessing from the Lord and the fruit of the womb is a great 

reward (Psalm 127:3-5)

• Children are like olive trees around your table (Psalm 128:3-4)

• When parents nurture their children, the church is strengthened
• It’s not just about us, or our household – but the entire body of Christ



WCF Chapter 24

24.2

• Sexual relations are a beautiful gift from God (Heb. 13:4)

• The marriage bed is God’s means for sexual satisfaction (1 Cor. 7:2-5)

• Avoid the ditches!
• Sexual desires must be evil since they involve intense desire and pleasure

• Sexual relations should only be for the purpose of procreation

• Avoid having children – they children will only complicate our lives and keep 

us from our best life

• Sex is fun – why limit it to marriage?



WCF Chapter 24

24.3

• “It is lawful for all sorts of people to marry, who are able with 

judgment to give their consent. Yet it is the duty of Christians to 

marry only in the Lord. And therefore such as profess the true 

reformed religion should not marry with infidels, papists, or other 

idolaters: neither should such as are godly be unequally yoked, by 

marrying with such as are notoriously wicked in their life or maintain 

damnable heresies.”

• Be equally yoked in marriage (2 Cor. 6:14)



WCF Chapter 24

24.3

• Those who marry should be able to give their consent
• Strict arranged marriages do not meet this standard… but,

• Children would do well to heed parental warnings

• A Christian must marry only another Christian (1 Cor. 7:39, Gen. 6:3, Deut. 

7:3-4)
• “Infidels, papists, and other idolaters” are excluded

• Mature judgement is required in less clear circumstances

• Must weigh “errors” of various degrees of seriousness
• Infallibility of scripture, nature of God, salvation, baptism, eschatology, gifts of the 

Spirit

• Bottom line - must require no compromise of God’s truth as understood by those 

entering the marriage covenant



WCF Chapter 24

24.4

“Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of consanguinity or 
affinity forbidden by the Word. Nor can such incestuous marriages 
ever be made lawful by any law of man or consent of parties, so as 
those persons may live together as man and wife.  The man may not 
marry any of his wife’s kindred nearer in blood than he may of his 
own; nor the woman of her husband’s kindred nearer in blood than 
of her own.”

• Various relationships are considered incestuous (Lev. 18:6-18, Lev 
20:10-21)

• Consanguinity (blood relations) or affinity (related by marriage)



WCF Chapter 24

24.4

• Sexual relations are forbidden within a certain set of blood relationships

• Father, mother, sister, niece, aunt, uncle

• But who did Adam’s children marry? 

• Prohibition against intermarriage was not established at creation but only later 
in history 

• The same prohibitions being extend to marriage relationships is 
not universally accepted in reformed churches

• PCA and OPC versions of the WCF omit the last sentence

• RC Sproul in Truths We Confess omits it

• Civil government or personal agreements cannot make these forbidden 
relationships lawful 



WCF Chapter 24

24.5

“Adultery or fornication committed after a contract, being detected 

before marriage, giveth just occasion to the innocent party to 

dissolve that contract. In the case of adultery after marriage, it is 

lawful for the innocent party to sue out a divorce: and, after the 

divorce, to marry another, as if the offending party were dead.”

• Sexual infidelity is a legitimate reason for divorce (Matt. 1:18-19; 5:31-32)



WCF Chapter 24

24.5

• Some hold that there is NO legitimate grounds for divorce

• Catholic Primer Baltimore Catechism – “… can never be dissolved except by 

death.”

• Bill Gothard – Under no circumstance should a Christian seek divorce

• Historically engagements were more than a promise – were legally binding

• Joseph had legal recourse over Mary’s supposed infidelity (Matt. 1:19)

• Adultery in marriage is a lawful reason for divorce (Matt. 19:3-9)

• Creates condition “as-if” the offender was dead (Rom. 7:1-3; 1 Cor. 7:39)



WCF Chapter 24

24.6

“Although the corruption of man be such as is apt to study 

arguments unduly to put asunder those whom God hath joined 

together in marriage: yet, nothing but adultery, or such willful 

desertion as can no way be remedied by the church, or civil 

magistrate, is cause sufficient of dissolving the bond of marriage: 

wherein, a public and orderly course of proceeding is to be 

observed; and the persons concerned in it not left to their own wills, 

and discretion, in their own case.”

• A variety of “reasons” can be fabricated to justify a divorce



WCF Chapter 24

24.6

• Adds desertion as a legitimate reason for divorce

• Unbelieving spouse leaves (1 Cor 7:15)

• Not merely a believer and non-believer in a bad marriage

• Divorce must be according to the law of God, not according to the will of the 

participants

• Rationalizations to find cause are forbidden

• Marriage is public – dissolution of marriage must be also

• Legitimate divorce should not be criticized – “just not spiritual enough…”

• In cases where divorce is permitted, it is not required if reconciliation is possible
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o Intro and Themes

- The Church of England – is the King the head of the church?

- Separation of church and state – Erastianism

- Civil and Ecclesiastical Powers – The 2 Kingdoms

- Anabaptists and War

- The authority of the church in society

- Invisible and visible



Of the Church

1. The catholic or universal church, which is invisible, consists of the whole number 

of the elect, that have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ the Head 

thereof; and is the spouse, the body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.

- Those who are called out 

2. The visible church, which is also catholic or universal under the gospel (not 

confined to one nation, as before under the law), consists of all those throughout the 

world that profess the true religion; and of their children: and is the kingdom of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God, out of which there is no ordinary 

possibility of salvation.

- Covenant/federal households

- The Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ; Not a future kingdom, but here & now

- The House of God – We are stones

- Family of God – Regeneration and adoption

- Ordinary possibility – substantially but not exclusively



3. Unto this catholic visible church Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, and 

ordinances of God, for the gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life, to 

the end of the world: and doth, by His own presence and Spirit, according to His 

promise, make them effectual thereunto.

- The efficacy of the Word, sacraments and prayer

- What is the function of the Church?

- Ministry, oracles and ordinances – gathering, perfecting and sanctifying

4. This catholic church hath been sometimes more, sometimes less visible. And 

particular churches, which are members thereof, are more or less pure, 

according as the doctrine of the gospel is taught and embraced, ordinances 

administered, and public worship performed more or less purely in them.



5. The purest churches under heaven are subject both to mixture and error; and some 

have so degenerated, as to become no churches of Christ, but synagogues of Satan. 

Nevertheless, there shall be always a church on earth, to worship God according to 

his will.

- Was this the RC they were referring to hear?

6. There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ. Nor can the pope of 

Rome, in any sense, be head thereof.
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Of the Communion of Saints

1. All saints, that are united to Jesus Christ their Head, by his Spirit, and by faith, have 
fellowship with him in his graces, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory: and, 
being united to one another in love, they have communion in each other’s gifts and 
graces, and are obliged to the performance of such duties, public and private, as do 
conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and outward man.

- Modern church tends to leave out sufferings. 

2. Saints by profession are bound to maintain an holy fellowship and communion in 
the worship of God, and in performing such other spiritual services as tend to their 
mutual edification; as also in relieving each other in outward things, according to 
their several abilities and necessities. Which communion, as God offereth 
opportunity, is to be extended unto all those who, in every place, call upon the name 
of the Lord Jesus.

- What is the communion of the saints?
- Connection between union with Christ and love for all who are united to 

Him



3. This communion which the saints have with Christ, doth not make them in any 

wise partakers of the substance of his Godhead; or to be equal with Christ in any 

respect: either of which to affirm is impious and blasphemous. Nor doth their 

communion one with another, as saints, take away, or infringe the title or propriety 

which each man hath in his goods and possessions.

- Deification – not divine, but transformed into the image of God

- The ethical principle of private ownership

- Tithe percentage of income

- Stewardship

- Wealth building
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1. Sacraments are holy signs and seals of the covenant of grace, immediately instituted by 

God, to represent Christ, and his benefits; and to confirm our interest in Him: as also, to put a 

visible difference between those that belong unto the church, and the rest of the world; and 

solemnly to engage them to the service of God in Christ, according to His Word.

~ What is the nature of the sacraments, or its benefits? 

~ Visible signs – theme of Christ and covenant succession

~ For the gathering and perfecting of the Saints. LC q 161.

2. There is, in every sacrament, a spiritual relation, or sacramental union, between the sign 

and the thing signified: whence it comes to pass, that the names and effects of the one 

are attributed to the other.

3. The grace which is exhibited in or by the sacraments rightly used, is not conferred by any 

power in them; neither doth the efficacy of a sacrament depend upon the piety or intention of 

him that doth administer it: but upon the work of the Spirit, and the word of institution, 

which contains, together with a precept authorizing the use thereof, a promise of benefit to 

worthy receivers.



4. There be only two sacraments ordained by Christ our Lord in the Gospel; that is to 

say, baptism, and the Supper of the Lord: neither of which may be dispensed by any, 

but by a minister of the Word lawfully ordained.

5. The sacraments of the old testament, in regard of the spiritual things thereby 

signified and exhibited, were, for substance, the same with those of the new.
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1. Baptism is a sacrament of the new testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only for 

the solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible church; but also, to be 

unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of 

regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God, through Jesus 

Christ, to walk in newness of life. Which sacrament is, by Christ’s own appointment, 

to be continued in his church until the end of the world.

2. The outward element to be used in this sacrament is water, wherewith the party is 

to be baptized, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, by a 

minister of the gospel, lawfully called thereunto.

3. Dipping of the person into the water is not necessary; but baptism is rightly 

administered by pouring, or sprinkling water upon the person.



4. Not only those that do actually profess faith in and obedience unto Christ, but also 

the infants of one, or both, believing parents, are to be baptized.

5. Although it be a great sin to contemn or neglect this ordinance, yet grace and 

salvation are not so inseparably annexed unto it, as that no person can be 

regenerated, or saved, without it; or, that all that are baptized are undoubtedly 

regenerated.

6. The efficacy of baptism is not tied to that moment of time wherein it is 

administered; yet, notwithstanding, by the right use of this ordinance, the grace 

promised is not only offered, but really exhibited, and conferred, by the Holy Ghost, to 

such (whether of age or infants) as that grace belongeth unto, according to the 

counsel of God’s own will, in his appointed time.

7. The sacrament of baptism is but once to be administered unto any person.
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1. Our Lord Jesus, in the night wherein he was betrayed, instituted the sacrament of his body 

and blood, called the Lord’s Supper, to be observed in his church, unto the end of the world, for 

the perpetual remembrance of the sacrifice of himself in his death; the sealing all benefits 

thereof unto true believers, their spiritual nourishment and growth in him, their further 

engagement in and to all duties which they owe unto him; and, to be a bond and pledge of their 

communion with Him, and with each other, as members of his mystical body.

Five reasons for the Lord’s supper 

Memorial of Christ’s death

Sealing of all benefits – attesting the promise of the covenant

Spiritual growth and nourishment

Engages believers in and to all duties which they owe unto Christ

A bond with Christ and the members of His body

2. In this sacrament, Christ is not offered up to his Father; nor any real sacrifice made at all, for 

remission of sins of the quick or dead; but only a commemoration of that one offering up of 

himself, by himself, upon the cross, once for all: and a spiritual oblation of all possible praise 

unto God, for the same: so that the popish sacrifice of the mass (as they call it) is most 

abominably injurious to Christ’s one, only sacrifice, the alone propitiation for all the sins of his 

elect.



3. The Lord Jesus hath, in this ordinance, appointed his ministers to declare his word 

of institution to the people; to pray, and bless the elements of bread and wine, and 

thereby to set them apart from a common to an holy use; and to take and break the 

bread, to take the cup, and (they communicating also themselves) to give both to the 

communicants; but to none who are not then present in the congregation.

4. Private masses, or receiving this sacrament by a priest, or any other, alone; as 

likewise, the denial of the cup to the people, worshiping the elements, the lifting them 

up, or carrying them about, for adoration, and the reserving them for any pretended 

religious use; are all contrary to the nature of this sacrament, and to the institution of 

Christ.



5. The outward elements in this sacrament, duly set apart to the uses ordained by 

Christ, have such relation to him crucified, as that, truly, yet sacramentally only, they 

are sometimes called by the name of the things they represent, to wit, the body and 

blood of Christ; albeit, in substance and nature, they still remain truly and only bread 

and wine, as they were before.

6. That doctrine which maintains a change of the substance of bread and wine, into 

the substance of Christ’s body and blood (commonly called transubstantiation) by 

consecration of a priest, or by any other way, is repugnant, not to Scripture alone, but 

even to common sense, and reason; overthroweth the nature of the sacrament, and 

hath been, and is, the cause of manifold superstitions; yea, of gross idolatries.



7. Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking of the visible elements, in this sacrament, do then 

also, inwardly by faith, really and indeed, yet not carnally and corporally but spiritually, 

receive, and feed upon, Christ crucified, and all benefits of his death: the body and blood of 

Christ being then, not corporally or carnally, in, with, or under the bread and wine; yet, as 

really, but spiritually, present to the faith of believers in that ordinance, as the elements 

themselves are to their outward senses.

8. Although ignorant and wicked men receive the outward elements in this sacrament; yet, 

they receive not the thing signified thereby; but, by their unworthy coming thereunto, are 

guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, to their own damnation. Wherefore, all ignorant 

and ungodly persons, as they are unfit to enjoy communion with him, so are they unworthy 

of the Lord’s table; and cannot, without great sin against Christ, while they remain such, 

partake of these holy mysteries, or be admitted thereunto.
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Of Church Censures

1. The Lord Jesus, as King and Head of his church, hath therein appointed a 

government, in the hand of church officers, distinct from the civil magistrate.

- Unincorporated Association

- Legitimacy of church government 

2. To these officers the keys of the kingdom of heaven are committed; by virtue 

whereof, they have power, respectively, to retain, and remit sins; to shut that kingdom 

against the impenitent, both by the Word, and censures; and to open it unto penitent 

sinners, by the ministry of the gospel; and by absolution from censures, as occasion 

shall require.



Of Church Censures Continued

3. Church censures are necessary, for the reclaiming and gaining of offending 

brethren, for deterring of others from the like offenses, for purging out of that leaven 

which might infect the whole lump, for vindicating the honor of Christ, and the holy 

profession of the gospel, and for preventing the wrath of God, which might justly fall 

upon the church, if  they should suffer his covenant, and the seals thereof, to be 

profaned by notorious and obstinate offenders.

- The Two Kingdoms

4. For the better attaining of these ends, the officers of the church are to proceed by 

admonition; suspension from the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper for a season; and by 

excommunication from the church; according to the nature of the crime, and demerit 

of the person.

- The ultimate goal is repentance and unity of the body

- Progressive discipline
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Of Synods and Councils

1. For the better government, and further edification of the church, there ought to be such assemblies 

as are commonly called synods or councils: 

2. As Magistrates may lawfully call a synod of ministers, and other fit persons, to consult and advise 

with about matters of religion; so if magistrates be open enemies to the church, the ministers of Christ, 

of themselves, by virtues of their office, or they, with other fit persons upon delegation from their 

churches, may meet together in such assemblies. 

3. It belongs to synods and councils, ministerially to determine controversies of faith, and cases of 

conscience; to set down rules and directions for the better ordering of the public worship of God, and 

government of his church; to receive complaints in cases of maladministration, and authoritatively to 

determine the same: which decrees and determinations, if consonant to the Word of God, are to be 

received with reverence and submission; not only for their agreement with the Word, but also for the 

power whereby they are made, as being an ordinance of God appointed thereunto in his Word.

- Are there limits on Church Authority?

- Ordering the public worship of God



4. All synods or councils, since the Apostles’ times, whether general or particular, may 

err; and many have erred. Therefore they are not to be made the rule of faith, or 

practice; but to be used as a help in both.

5. Synods and councils are to handle, or conclude nothing, but that which is 

ecclesiastical: and are not to intermeddle with civil affairs which concern the 

commonwealth, unless by way of humble petition in cases extraordinary; or, by way 

of advice, for satisfaction of conscience, if  they be thereunto required by the civil 

magistrate.

- Representative form of government

- sola Scriptura

- 3 forms of government – Family, Church, Civil



WCF

Chapter 32 – State of Men after Death, and 

Resurrection of the Dead

Chapter 33 – Last Judgment



Introduction

What you think about death and life beyond effects everything else

• Today we deal with last things, both literally and figuratively

• Westminster Divines incredibly restrained in their dealing with 

these issues 

• Stated bare minimum necessary to confirm biblical orthodoxy 

and stopped – no speculation here

• Had representatives from all three millennial perspectives – Pre-, 

Post-, and A-

• Does not articulate a millennial position here, per se

• Most Reformers pretty much followed St. Augustine’s 

Amillennialism – present age is the millennium

• Divines, like most other Reformers, held historicist 

interpretation of Revelation (e.g., Pope is the Antichrist)



Christian Eschatological Systems

• Postmillennialism

• Amillennialism

• Premillennialism

• Historic

• Dispensationalism

Pre-, Post-, and A- speak to timing of Christ’s 

‘Second’ Coming in relation to the Millennium



Millennium

• Derived from two Latin words – mille meaning thousand, and annum meaning 

year, literally means ‘thousand years’

• Pre-, Post- and A- addresses timing of final return of Christ in respect to Millennium

• Term found in Scripture six times, all six in first seven verses of Rev 20

• Terminology is misleading

• Pre- and Post- imply a difference simply in before or after

• But the differences are much more drastic respecting basic nature of Millennium

• At issue is how the Millennium is to be interpreted – literally or figuratively

• Premils interpret literally, anticipating a literal one-thousand-year reign of Christ on 

earth

• Post- and Amils interpret term figuratively



Common Eschatology

• All four systems agree in asserting:

• There will be a visible, personal coming of Christ at consummation of history

• Every individual is to receive a resurrection body

• All are to stand before the judgment seat of Christ

• Righteous rewarded in heaven, wicked punished in hell

• All four consistently evangelical and have been held by able and sincere men

• Differences between the systems relate to the time and purpose of Christ’s 

coming, and the nature of the kingdom to be set up at His coming



Big Events

• Death

• Intermediate State

• Resurrection

• Final Judgement

• Final Destination



Chapter 32 – State of Men after Death, 

and of the Resurrection of the Dead

WCF



Chapter 32.1

1. The bodies of men, after death, return to dust, and see corruption: but their souls, 

which neither die nor sleep, having an immortal subsistence, immediately return 

to God who gave them: the souls of the righteous, being then made perfect in 

holiness, are received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of 

God, in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bodies. And the 

souls of the wicked are cast into hell, where they remain in torments and utter 

darkness, reserved to the judgment of the great day. Besides these two places, 

for souls separated from their bodies, the Scripture acknowledges none.

• At death physical bodies of all (believers and unbelievers) return to dust 

• The souls of all then enter the intermediate state - differs as respects the 

righteous and the wicked

• Westminster Divines specifically denying

• Purgatory (Rome)

• Soul sleep (Anabaptists)

• Annihilation (Socinians)



Resurrection

• Ancients divided on body after death – those who wanted one, 

but knew they wouldn’t get one (Greek mythology), and those 

who did not want one (Platonists, proto-Gnostics)

• Ancients believed in life after death, but it was always a one-

way trip and never included a new physical body

• Jews believed in a two-step process – (1) God would look after 

soul until last day  (2) when He would give His people new 

bodies when He judged and remade the whole world

• Gospels and epistles confirm Jewish concept of resurrection, 

with an unforeseen twist – Messiah entering middle of history, 

inaugurating new creation through His resurrection

Resurrection to ancients never simply meant life after death -

always connoted a physical body after life after life after death



Chapter 32.1

II Cor 5:8 – We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be 

present with the Lord.

Phil 1:23 – For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with 

Christ, which is far better.

John 5:24-25 - “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent 

Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into 

life. 25 Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the 

voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.

• Wicked dead in this life already, in both body and soul

• First resurrection is regeneration of believers at conversion

• Scripture acknowledges no other destination for the departed souls of 

the dead outside of Heaven and Hell

• Why delay in redemption of the body

• Purifies motives - serving Christ not just to avoid sickness/suffering/death

• Sickness, adversity, and death means of sanctification

• Testifies to the power of God – treasure in clay pots

• Death is a means of attaining something better



Chapter 32.1

Gen 3:19 - In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, 

For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.” 

Acts 13:36 - “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of 

God, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, and saw corruption;

Rom 5:12 – Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death 

through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—

Heb 9:27 – And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,

• No difference in righteous and wicked regarding the body at death 
I Cor 15:26 - The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.

Phil 3:21 - who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious 

body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself

• Temporal destiny of physical bodies of believers and unbelievers is the 

same until Christ returns, their souls however, at death enter radically 

different estates

• Souls of believers made sinlessly perfect and enter presence of God

• Completion of what was begun in us at regeneration

• Souls of unbelievers enter torment and darkness



Chapter 32.2

2. At the last day, such as are found alive shall not die, but be changed: 

and all the dead shall be raised up, with the selfsame bodies, and none 

other (although with different qualities), which shall be united again to 

their souls forever.
Job 19:26-27 - And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God, 
27 Whom I shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart 

yearns within me! 

Dan 12:2 - And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to 

everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt.

John 5:28-29 - Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves 

will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, 

and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

Acts 24:15 - I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a 

resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.

• There will be a general (everyone) resurrection at the last day

• Resurrection of same body - identical in substance, different in qualities (I Cor 15) 

• Those who live until that day will be changed without the usual process of 

physical death and decay (I Thes 4:15-17)

• This body will again be united to the soul, to remain together forever



Chapter 32.3

3. The bodies of the unjust shall, by the power of Christ, be raised to 

dishonor: the bodies of the just, by his Spirit, unto honor; and be made 

conformable to his own glorious body.
I Cor 15:42-44 - So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is 

raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it 

is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural 

body, and there is a spiritual body.

I John 3:2 – Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we 

shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as 

He is. 

Phil 3:20-21 – For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His 

glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to 

Himself.

• Bodies of unbelievers raised to dishonor

• Bodies of believer’s will be radically different than before, being no longer 

subject to corruption, decay, and death



Chapter 33 – Last Judgement

WCF



Chapter 33.1

1. God hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge the world, in 

righteousness, by Jesus Christ, to whom all power and judgment 

is given of the Father. In which day, not only the apostate angels 

shall be judged, but likewise all persons that have lived upon 

earth shall appear before the tribunal of Christ, to give an 

account of their thoughts, words, and deeds; and to receive 

according to what they have done in the body, whether good or 

evil.



Chapter 33.1

1. God hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge the world, in 

righteousness, by Jesus Christ, to whom all power and judgment is 

given of the Father. In which day, not only the apostate angels shall be judged, 

but likewise all persons that have lived upon earth shall appear before the 

tribunal of Christ, to give an account of their thoughts, words, and deeds; and to 

receive according to what they have done in the body, whether good or evil.

Acts 17:31 - because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man 

whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

John 5:22, 27 - 22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the 

Son,27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.

II Cor 5:10 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 

the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Rom 2:16 - in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my 

gospel.

• God has appointed a day of general judgement – Christ the judge

• Knowledge of which deters men from sin, and

• Consoles the godly in their adversity

What you think about death and life beyond effects everything else



Chapter 33.1

1. God hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge the world, in righteousness, by 

Jesus Christ, to whom all power and judgment is given of the Father. In which 

day, not only the apostate angels shall be judged, but likewise all 

persons that have lived upon earth shall appear before the tribunal of 

Christ, to give an account of their thoughts, words, and deeds; and to 

receive according to what they have done in the body, whether good or 

evil.
II Pet 2:4 - For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and 

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

Jude 6 - And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has 

reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;

Rom 14:10,12 - But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your 

brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 12 So then each of us shall give 

account of himself to God.

• God’s governance and redemption includes all of creation

• All apostate angels and men will appear before Him

• They will all be judged for every thought, word, and deed



Chapter 33.2

2. The end of God’s appointing this day is for the manifestation of the glory of his 

mercy, in the eternal salvation of the elect; and of his justice, in the damnation of 

the reprobate, who are wicked and disobedient. For then shall the righteous go 

into everlasting life, and receive that fullness of joy and refreshing, which shall 

come from the presence of the Lord; but the wicked who know not God, and obey 

not the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal torments, and be 

punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from 

the glory of his power.

Rom 2:5-6 - But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring 

up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 

God, 6 who “will render to each one according to his deeds”:

Rom 9:22-23 - 22What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured 

with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make 

known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for 

glory,

• Purpose  is  manifestation of His glorious justice and grace

• Grace and mercy demonstrated in eternal salvation of the elect

• Justice demonstrated in damnation of wicked and disobedient reprobates

• The righteous and wicked will  then enter their eternal reward



Chapter 33.3

3. As Christ would have us to be certainly persuaded that there shall be a day of 

judgment, both to deter all men from sin; and for the greater consolation of the 

godly in their adversity: so will he have that day unknown to men, that they may 

shake off all carnal security, and be always watchful, because they know not at 

what hour the Lord will come; and may be ever prepared to say, Come Lord 

Jesus, come quickly, Amen.

Rom 8:23-25 - 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 

groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we 

were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he 

sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

Matt 24:36,42,44 - “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of [a]heaven, but 

My Father only. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what [a]hour your Lord is 

coming.44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

• That great day cannot be predicted or known beforehand

• Prevents carnal security, and

• Keeps us ever watchful

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+24%3A36&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23994a
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Big Events

• Death

• All men experience corruption, death, and decay of body

• In this there is no difference between believers and unbelievers

• Intermediate State

• Both believers and unbelievers enter intermediate state

• Souls of believers immediately made sinless and enter presence of God

• Souls of unbelievers enter torment and darkness

• Denial here of purgatory, soul sleep, and annihilation

• Resurrection

• Bodily resurrection at end of history

• Occurs at Parousia

• Body exactly same as the old one, only different



Big Events

• Final Judgement

• All men and apostate angels judged by Christ for what was done in 

thought, word, and deed

• Heaven/Hell

• All dispersed to eternal destination – believers to Heaven, 

unbelievers to Hell

• Believers to live forever in the presence of God in consummated new 

heaven and new earth

• Unbelievers to eternal darkness

Heaven and earth united in Christ



Prooftexts



Chapter 32 Prooftexts

1aGen 3:19 - In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust 

you are, And to dust you shall return.” 
1aActs 13:36 - “For David, after he had served [a]his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, 

and saw corruption;
1bLuke 23:43 - And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
1bEcc 12:7 - Then the dust will return to the earth as it was,And the spirit will return to God who gave it.
1cHeb 12:23 - to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the 

spirits of just men made perfect,
1cII Cor 5:1, 6, 8 - For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 

made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are 

absent from the Lord. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
1cPhil 1:23 - For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 
1cActs 3:21 - whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all 

His holy prophets since [a]the world began.
1cEph 4:10 - He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 
1dLuke 16:23-24 - And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in 

water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’
1dActs 1:25 - to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own 

place.”
1dJude 6-7 - And the angels who did not keep their [a]proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting 

chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar 

manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example,

suffering the [b]vengeance of eternal fire.
1d1 Pet 3:19 - by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison,
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Chapter 32 Prooftexts

2eI Thes 4:17 - Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 

air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
2eI Cor 15:51-52 - Behold, I tell you a [a]mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall 

be changed. 
2fJob 19:26-27 - And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God, 27 Whom I shall see for myself,

And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 
2fI Cor 15:42-44 - 42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is 

sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised a 

spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
3gActs 24:15 - I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both 

of the just and the unjust.
3gJohn 5:28-29 - 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and 

come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 

condemnation.
3gI Cor 15:43 - 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.
3gPhil 3:21 - 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working 

by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.
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Chapter 33 Prooftexts
1aActs 17:31 - 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He 

has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”
1bJohn 5:22, 27 - 22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,27 and has given Him authority 

to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.
1cI Cor 6:3 - 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?
1cJude 6 - And the angels who did not keep their [a]proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting 

chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;
1cII Pet 2:4 - For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to [a]hell and delivered them into chains of 

darkness, to be reserved for judgment;
1dII Cor 5:10 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the 

body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
1dEcc 12:14 - For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.
1dRom 2:16 - in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.
1dRom 14:10,12 - But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all 

stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.
1dMatthew 12:36-37 - 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of 

judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”
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Chapter 33 Prooftexts
2eMatthew 25:31-46 - 31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the [a]holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne 

of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd 

divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say 

to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me 

in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous 

will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You 

a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the 

King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you 

did it to Me.’41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared 

for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a 

stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’44 “Then they 

also will answer [b]Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 

not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the 

least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
2eRom 2:5-6 - 5 But in accordance with your hardness and your [a]impenitent heart you are [b]treasuring up for yourself wrath in the 

day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render to each one according to his deeds”:
2eRom 9:22-23 - 22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the 

vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, 

which He had prepared beforehand for glory,
2eMatt 25:21 - 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you 

ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
2eActs 3:19 - Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from 

the presence of the Lord,
2eII Thes 1:7-10 - and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty 

angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 

power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our 

testimony among you was believed.
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Chapter 33 Prooftexts
3fII Pet 3:11,14 - Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct 

and godliness,14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot 

and blameless;
3fII Cor 5:10-11 - 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in 

the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade 

men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.
3fII Thes 1:5-7 - which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the 

kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who 

trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty 

angels,
3fLuke 21:7-8 - 7 So they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, but when will these things be? And what sign will there be when 

these things are about to take place?” 8 And He said: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name, 

saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after them.
3fRom 8:23-25 - 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not 

hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 

perseverance.
3gMatt 24:36,42,44 - “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of [a]heaven, but My Father only. 42 Watch 

therefore, for you do not know what [a]hour your Lord is coming.44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect.
3gMark 8:35-37 - 35 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s 

will save it. 36 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 37 Or what will a man give in 

exchange for his soul?
3gLuke 12:35-36 - 35 “Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; 36 and you yourselves be like men who wait for their 

master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately.
3gRev 22:20 - 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.”

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
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Chapter 32.1

Gen 3:19 - In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust 

you are, And to dust you shall return.” 

Acts 13:36 - “For David, after he had served [a]his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, 

and saw corruption;

Luke 23:43 - And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

Ecc 12:7 - Then the dust will return to the earth as it was,And the spirit will return to God who gave it.

Heb 12:23 - to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the 

spirits of just men made perfect,

II Cor 5:1, 6, 8 - For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 

with hands, eternal in the heavens. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are 

absent from the Lord. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the 

Lord.

Phil 1:23 - For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 

Acts 3:21 - whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all 

His holy prophets since [a]the world began.

Eph 4:10 - He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 

Luke 16:23-24 - And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in 

water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’

Acts 1:25 - to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own 

place.”

Jude 6-7 - And the angels who did not keep their [a]proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting 

chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar 

manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an 

example, suffering the [b]vengeance of eternal fire.

1 Pet 3:19 - by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison,
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Chapter 32.2

Acts 24:15 – I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a 

resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.

John 5:28-29 - Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves 

will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, 

and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

1 Cor. 15:51-53 – Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this 

corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

1 Thess. 4:15-17 – For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 

alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who 

are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who 

are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

1 Cor. 15:21-23, 42-44 –

Phil. 3:21 – who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious 

body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.
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Chapter 33.1

John 5:28-29 - Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in 

the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the 

resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 

condemnation.

Acts 17:31 - because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness 

by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from 

the dead.”

II Pet 2:4 - For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and 

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

Jude 6-7 - And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He 

has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great 

day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, 

having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as 

an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

Rev 20:12, 13 - And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were 

opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 

judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave 

up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And 

they were judged, each one according to his works.



Chapter 33.1

Acts 17:31 - 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness 

by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the 

dead.”

John 5:22, 27 - 22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the 

Son,27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.

I Cor 6:3 - 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to 

this life?

Jude 6 - And the angels who did not keep their [a]proper domain, but left their own abode, He has 

reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;

II Pet 2:4 - For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to [a]hell and 

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

II Cor 5:10 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 

the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Ecc 12:14 - For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether 

good or evil.

Rom 2:16 - in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my 

gospel.

Rom 14:10,12 - But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your 

brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 12 So then each of us shall give 

account of himself to God.

Matthew 12:36-37 - 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give 

account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words 

you will be condemned.”
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Chapter 33.2

Matthew 25:31-46 - 31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the [a]holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the 

throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd 

divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King 

will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and 

you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 
37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and 

give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You 

sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you 

did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart 

from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no 

food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe 

Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’44 “Then they also will answer [b]Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You 

hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, 

saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 

Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Rom 2:5-6 - 5 But in accordance with your hardness and your [a]impenitent heart you are [b]treasuring up for yourself wrath in 

the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render to each one according to his deeds”:

Rom 9:22-23 - 22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the 

vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, 

which He had prepared beforehand for glory,

Matt 25:21 - 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you 

ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’

Acts 3:19 - Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from 

the presence of the Lord,

II Thes 1:7-10 - and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty 

angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 

of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, 

because our testimony among you was believed.
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Chapter 33.3

II Pet 3:11,14 - Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct 

and godliness,14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot 

and blameless;

II Cor 5:10-11 - 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the 

body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; 

but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.

II Thes 1:5-7 - which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom 

of God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble 

you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,

Luke 21:7-8 - 7 So they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, but when will these things be? And what sign will there be when these 

things are about to take place?” 8 And He said: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name, 

saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after them.

Rom 8:23-25 - 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not 

hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 

perseverance.

Matt 24:36,42,44 - “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of [a]heaven, but My Father only. 42 Watch 

therefore, for you do not know what [a]hour your Lord is coming.44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 

at an hour you do not expect.

Mark 8:35-37 - 35 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will 

save it. 36 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 37 Or what will a man give in 

exchange for his soul?

Luke 12:35-36 - 35 “Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; 36 and you yourselves be like men who wait for their 

master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately.

Rev 22:20 - 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.”

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
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