
“Let my cry come before you, O LORD; give me understanding according to your word. Let my 
supplication come before you; deliver me according to your promise. My lips will pour forth praise, 
because you teach me your statutes. My tongue will sing of your promise, for all your commandments 
are right.” Psalm 119:169-172. 

Dear Christian friends, 

Astronomical summer has come upon us. Our Church activities will shift into their “summer recess” 

mode. These weeks will be an opportunity for individuals and families to participate in those special 

activities which renew and rejuvenate our personal being. Certainly our hope is that this summer, 2021 

will mark a new way forward for our living. The percentage of our population who are vaccinated now is 

high and so we are being enticed with the easing of restrictions for our social life. Most people are 

hoping for this. 

Truly these past sixteen months have been a roller-coaster experience for planning activities and living 

through our activities. We have had those times when initial restrictions began to ease only for a spike 

in infection rates and a sudden turn to more restricted conditions. Our levels of hope have climbed and 

then tamped back down. Tedium and disappointment have sunk into my soul at times, reminding me of 

my very humanness.  

I liken the experience we have gone through to that of a white-water canoer or rafter. When one 

undertakes such an activity there are a variety of skills and challenges one needs to adopt. Such river 

courses have sections where the water can be relatively placid and easily managed. There a paddler and 

helmsman can be relaxed. Then there are the sections where rapids are present and perils are 

imminent. Both the paddler and the helmsman must be extremely alert and exert every effort to 

navigate those waters for a safe passage. One never knows how the journey will be until the watercraft 

is beached at the final landing. 

Truly our hope in these pandemic times is that we are coming around the final bend in the waterway 

and the beach location is at hand. Throughout these months, my reflection has been upon what God 

wishes for me to learn and to live in his righteous manner. Certainly my approach to the health 

precautions such as masking or social distancing is to consider how I can best serve my neighbor. I 

totally acknowledge that perfect justice or righteousness have not been enacted with every health order 

or government support program. Human beings cannot create perfect justice nor righteousness on 

earth – no matter how hard we try or believe we can achieve that state of perfection! So my question 

has been “What is the prime lesson that God wants me to learn through this pandemic?”  

First and foremost this pandemic has reminded me that God is God. The LORD is the sovereign over the 

universe. God has granted and blessed human beings with some knowledge and ability, but we are not 

the Master of creation; this knowledge should humble us. God has also created us for relationship and 

places us within relationships. No one is an island to themselves; we are interdependent with the 

natural world and therefore need to treat it with respect. God does not leave us to founder our way 

through this life. The LORD God has given us his Word and his commandments to guide us in our living.  

God truly longs to bless us and will bless us by bringing us to those placid waters we seek and land us 

safely upon the beach of his righteousness when we keep faith with him. 

Have a blessed, restful summer. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


