
“I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will tell of all your wonderful 
deeds. I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most 
High.”  Psalm 9:1,2. 

 

Dear Christian friends: 

 

Officially we are into Autumn; so a new season is among us. We also officially celebrate 

a common day of Thanksgiving this month! All working people and students will rejoice 

because we get to celebrate an extra day-off with pay. Perhaps this Thanksgiving we will 

be more grateful. We have been able to live a more normal summer; the worst of the 

COVID-19 pandemic is behind us. Our personal health is less at risk now. General 

activities have resumed without the pandemic restrictions.  

 

How easy it is to be indifferent to the many gifts we daily receive. Our human nature can 

easily take for granted the common, everyday needs that are supplied and provided – 

food, clothing, housing, employment, schooling, clean water, breathable air, health. All 

these things can seem routine, mundane and inconsequential until we are imperiled with 

loss. Most people felt the disruption that pandemic protocols put upon us. People who 

suddenly experience a change in health status must journey through a crisis moment. A 

change in shopping patterns, precipitated by personal circumstances, can inflict some 

humbling reflection. When our self-independence is challenged, we are given the 

opportunity to establish some real priorities for our lives. The gift of time and talent 

shared in communal ministry is unnoticed until a public task doesn’t get done. Post-

pandemic, many industries and services are experiencing a worker shortage. A person 

still may be on a wait-list if requiring a service. How easily we can forget those small, 

daily things that we take for granted.  

 

Moments of challenge or crisis demand our seeking additional resources or their 

prominence in our lives. The originators of our Thanksgiving holiday had an exact 

subject to whom they would give thanks; those first men and women purposely gave 

thanks to God – Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer! The first pilgrims turned, in dedicated 

and committed thanksgiving, to God because they were newly arrived in a foreign land. 

They fully understood the peril of their situation, but also had a trust living among them. 

They knew God was present with them and was the ultimate Provider of all things 

needful. They gave thanks to God for His faithful promises revealed in Christ Jesus. They 

looked forward to a more hopeful future through God’s blessing and presence. 

 

As God has faithfully abided with us in the past, God will certainly remain steadfastly 

calling and leading us into righteousness in our future. This year we have a tremendous 

amount to be thankful for. This Thanksgiving may we show true reverence to the LORD 

of All for His blessings bestowed again upon us. Take time to reflect on the spiritual fruit 

of thankfulness. Share that fruit with others around you. Keep an appropriate priority in 

your life, through the exultation of God in your prayers and living.  

 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin.  


