
“Praise the LORD! How good it is to sing praises to our God; for he is gracious and a song of praise is 

fitting.” Psalm 147:1.  

Dear Christian friends, 

This Thanksgiving will be more subdued than we are accustomed to. Our prayer of thanks may also be 

offered with less enthusiasm than we would like. Most people seem to have a prayer that begins, “How 

long, O LORD?” As we continue this venture through this pandemic season, I know it is getting much 

more wearying. The roller-coaster experience simply prevents us from getting a sense of the endpoint 

for COVID and the restrictions it imposes upon us. I continue daily to take a deep breath, slowly exhale 

and get on with my routine as permitted. We are where we are! 

Truly this summer had its challenges beyond mere COVID issues. We have lived through a dry summer 

so that crops in many parts of western Canada have been minimal. Our skies were overcast for many 

days due to smoke from wildfires. Tensions continue to rise between opposing opinions as to public 

health approaches for this pandemic. Currently we are dealing with an extremely critical situation in our 

health care system. The issues just seem to multiply daily.  

The majority of us have not experienced true hardship in these pandemic days. Unless we have had 

medical procedures delayed or canceled due to COVID, we have to admit the pandemic restrictions have 

been annoyances but not onerous. Yes, tedium sets in; plans for activities, short-term or long-term, have 

to remain flexible. Our lives are curtailed in what we can do 

The Day of Thanksgiving still will come for us. This event is a moment for us to pause purposefully and to 

reflect upon the numerous blessings we continue to experience in spite of current circumstances. We 

still have food to place upon our tables, to sup and to savor. We still have beauty to behold in the 

blooms from our gardens. We still have the freedom and opportunity to worship our LORD in his 

majesty and divinity. We have much for which to give thanks. As our harvest again this year will fuel our 

bodies throughout the coming months, our souls will be nourished through God’s grace bestowed upon 

us. God promises to sustain us by his Holy Presence and God will hold true to his promise. We need to 

access all the helps that God offers us.  

When we pause this Thanksgiving Day we can count our blessings and sing praise to God for all the 

LORD’s benefits bestowed upon us. Even as muddled as this world currently seems to be, God has not 

abandoned it nor us. Thanksgiving is a fitting response to all the LORD’s mercy lavishly cast over us.  

A most blessed Thanksgiving. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


