
“Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 

beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your 

mother.’ And from that hour, the disciple took her into his own home.” John 19:25b-27. (NRSV) 

Dear Christian friends, 

There is a Grave marker in the Church cemetery where my Great-grandparents are buried. It is located 

close to the entrance gate which determines that those buried there were some of the early settlers of 

the region. The marker stands in a columnar format. There are the names of six individuals inscribed 

upon the stone. When one turns to read the names and dates on the stone there is something that 

strikes the reader. One inscription describes one deceased person as “mother”. My grandmother told 

me that the casket bearing the mother has her youngest child in her arms. When one reads the dates of 

death for the individuals, you realize that all those people died within days of one another. They were 

victims of the Spanish Flu pandemic.  

That marker has been in my memory for over 40 years. It is a reminder to me about how indiscriminate 

and lethal nature can be toward another part of nature. I often think about the event described through 

that grave marker and the impact the event had to have upon that one family and the community. Days 

upon days that community would have been drawn back to the cemetery to bury another person from 

their midst. The sacrifice of the mother is fully noted. She gave her life through the sacrifice of her 

health in caring for her children.  

When Jesus was dying upon the cross, he continued his care for his mother. He bequeathed her welfare 

to the disciple John. We can only surmise the anguish and sorrow that Mary, the mother of Jesus, had to 

experience that day at Golgotha. When she witnessed her son being crucified, her heart probably felt 

like it had a spear being thrust into it.  

This current pandemic and its economic fall-out has been described as a “she-cession”. This time is 

noted for its impact especially upon women and particularly mothers. Women more frequently are the 

primary care-giver in a home. Women also have a higher representation in the front-line service 

industry, such as care attendants in Assisted Living, Daycare, Nursing, retail, etc. Mothers most 

frequently are the ones who relinquish the opportunity to work when a child must stay home.  

We know that our LORD Jesus Christ had a tremendous love for his mother and cared for her deeply. 

This month as we celebrate Mother’s Day, may we have a deep appreciation for the daily sacrifices that 

many women make as they care for younger generations. These pandemic days are a time for us to 

continue in the Spirit of our LORD Jesus Christ by expressing in thought and deed our concern for our 

neighbor. Let our actions be supportive and beneficial to those around us. Honor Jesus’ commitment to 

all women through his devotion expressed to his mother. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 

 


