
“For our sake [God] made [Christ] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:21. NRSV 

Dear Christian friends, 

Ash Wednesday has been celebrated and therefore we are in the season of Lent. This is a time in which 

Christians are encouraged to meditate most deeply upon the life we have through Christ. It is, as the Ash 

Wednesday liturgy states, “As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against everything 

that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love – the 

discipline of Lent – help us to wage our spiritual warfare.” Many people have a distaste for this season in 

the Church year. It often is considered the anti-fun season. Perhaps this is marked most poignantly in 

that Lent is the one season of the Church that hasn’t been commercialized. Advent has chocolate 

calendars; Christmas is the gift bonanza; Easter is chocolate bunnies and Easter eggs. But Lent stands all 

alone, left untouched by the consumer culture.  

This is a stark contrast to the world. Five years ago on Valentine’s Day, which was concelebrated with 

Ash Wednesday in 2018, there was a mass-shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 

Parkland, Florida. The day after the shooting newspaper front pages carried that event and the 

inevitable photos were an accompaniment. There was a prominent photo of a student’s mother 

featured in it. Her face showed all the distress and uncertainty that such a moment in time can bring. 

There was one thing on her forehead I noticed that brought me both sadness and comfort. Upon her 

forehead was traced in ashes the symbol of the Cross.  

That mark upon her forehead indicated she had attended an Ash Wednesday worship service. The 

comfort was that she was a Child of God and a disciple of Jesus Christ. The sadness was that she would 

be tasked with living the most onerous form of discipleship through that Lent. I am certain when she 

began her Lenten journey that Ash Wednesday at the worship service, she didn’t know the depth to 

which she would be called for that journey.  

So we are in the Lenten journey once again as followers of Jesus Christ and heirs of salvation. I do not 

know how hard nor how easy this season may be for me. The challenge will be to live this gift of Christ’s 

righteousness authentically, letting God both challenge me in my sloth and energizing me in my 

weariness and disheartenment. It is so easy, as a disciple of Jesus, to allow the sinful nature within me to 

dominate my will and discourage me in the path of faithfulness. If I permit only my personal powers and 

abilities to lead me I will fail. If I allow the presence of Christ Jesus to renew and encourage me, the task 

will be fruitful.  

Like that mother from Parkland, Florida the key element is one’s identity being affirmed and showing 

forth. When Christ Jesus is Lord, we have the greatest assurance that no matter what circumstances we 

may experience in this life, we will never be separated from that ultimate love of God bestowed upon 

us, through Jesus the Beloved.  

Have a most blessed and fruitful Lenten journey. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


