
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. Working together with him, then, we entreat you not accept the grace of God in vain.” 2 

Corinthians 5:20-6:1. (RSV) 

Dear Christian friends, 

Life is full of stress and this fact has been amplified by circumstances like the current pandemic. It seems throughout 

this pandemic time we have been witness to protests for almost every situation in life – Sixties Scoop, Black Lives 

Matter, Anti-vax / anti-mask, Unmarked Graves. Even paradise has been afflicted. Gaylene and I have seen and heard 

3 protests during our vacation in Hawaii. Certainly as the pandemic measures have lingered on, the strain on 

individuals’ patience has increased. People we normally wouldn’t consider as protestors have taken their public 

stand in communities and on roadways. One could wonder what the world is becoming.  

As public displays of discontent and disagreement have increased so has the divide between differing parties. 

Citizens of nations, communities, congregations and families have found numerous relationships strained, fractured 

and increasingly distrustful. As I have been told, some people want to protest against the PROTESTORS! Yes this 

COVID pandemic has tried the patience of all of us. We are wearying about the unknown future and how long we 

may have to act cautiously; guarding our personal being and our words. I confess that even among clergy colleagues 

we have experienced this division of vision and we are very guarded in our conversations. It almost seems we are in a 

hopeless situation. 

Lent fills the month of March. This Church season is one in which Christians are strongly encouraged to take that 

extra measure toward discipleship. This is a time of self-reflection but also a time for personal growth. The scripture 

text is part of the lessons for Ash Wednesday which begins the season. This lesson focuses upon the act of 

reconciliation – the process of taking two individual elements and bringing them into agreement – harmonizing 

them. The text begins by reminding baptized people of God that God has first acted between himself and us for this 

reconciliation. Now the baptized are entrusted with this gift to carry it into the world.  

This Lent divine reconciliation could be the best gift the world could experience if God’s people seriously and 

diligently acted with it. The world is awash in sin and times like this bring this reality to be firmly established. We 

have no hope apart from God’s act of reconciliation that comes to us through God’s grace. Certainly our modern 

technologies of mass and instantaneous communication can bring information in nanoseconds; whether that 

information is true or false.  

Contemporary news media is designed to create controversy. (That is what creates viewership and increases 

advertising revenues.) It seems we are governed by the 5-10 second sound bit, again captured to create controversy. 

This same media has led to governance and government policy based on the instantaneous appeal to a select 

audience rather than sound fiscal and social policy. We are governed by the sound bit. 

I confess that I have tended to be a “news junky” for much of my life. This Lent I will turn off my radio, TV and 

newspapers in order to assist me in my rightful discipleship. The time savings from news will be filled with scripture 

reading, meditation, prayer and acting. A person can write a letter of encouragement to someone who feels 

bewildered or alienated during these times. A person could become a mediator between two individuals who have 

become alienated from each other due to disagreement. We all can pray for our government leaders that they too 

might have the Spirit of Christ present within them and allow that Spirit to be the initiator ,the enactor and the 

benefactor for all policy and public pronouncements.  

Lent is a perfect time for renewal, rejuvenation and the beginning of a hopeful harvest  Live as a person reconciled to 

God through Christ and live that reconciliation for the world.  In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


