
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; those who practice it have a good understanding.” 

Psalm 111:10. 

Dear Christian friends, 

A new year often is a time in which people make resolutions about their life or lifestyles. Because it is 

new there is a mindset to start afresh; hoping to make amendments for those behaviours that may 

trouble a person. History normally proves how successful most people are at keeping those resolutions. 

Often, when there is success, it has come only after numerous restarts.  

Culturally January is a new beginning. So the endless list of perennial resolutions will be named. 

Memberships in gyms and diet programs surge at the beginning of the month. By February many of 

those memberships are abandoned. So the cycle continues. Culturally the year 2022 was a 

disappointment to many people. Once again a war erupted between two nations. Our own nation 

experienced its time of discontent and disruption in the Ottawa and border blockades; the effects still 

ripple through our national psyche. Many people are stressed by the economic realities we experience 

daily: rising food and housing costs; concern about a recession. The year ended with thousands of 

people feeling frustrated by travel complications that staffing and weather imposed on most forms of 

travel in Canada late in December.  

There is a hope that 2023 will provide a reason for more optimism into the future. Hope does spring 

eternal. These coming weeks within the Church the focus of the scripture will turn from Jesus’ birth 

(Christmas) to his revelation as God’s agent beginning with his Baptism. The focus will continue to reveal 

God’s special purpose for Jesus through the ministry that Jesus undertakes. Our focus, through our 

baptism, is to grow in the love and knowledge of Jesus Christ as LORD. This is accomplished through the 

constant renewal that relationships involve.  

It is precisely relationship that creates the need to make resolutions. The hope in those resolutions is 

that the bad or poor relationships will be replaced by good ones. That takes diligence and intention to 

accomplish. When one receives positive feedback, one becomes more encouraged in their resolve to 

stick through to success. 

The scripture reminds us about a good starting point for success in our endeavours; especially in our 

faith endeavours! The fear of the Lord is a firm foundation. That word fear can be a discouragement; it 

can be better defined as reverence. Reverence has the whole aspect of respect and awe associated with 

it. When we reverence the LORD, we give him that priority to our relationship. When the LORD is given a 

good priority we establish healthy boundaries.  

January is a new beginning in our mind. We can make those resolutions become the success we hope for 

if the LORD of all life is at the center of all our motivation. May the very purpose and presence of Christ 

Jesus as LORD set us upon true wisdom that we might have a godly understanding of all things. 

 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


